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 www.turftalk.co.za  / editor@turftalk.co.za     Wednesday 12 May, 2021 

Snowy, who acquired his nickname through his 

white blonde hair, recalled the 1969 renewal 

being “quite a rough” race and added, “I will 

never forget trying to sneak through on the  

inside of Duncan Alexander’s horse Coast 

Guard somewhere between the 1400m and 

1600m mark. Duncan bashed me into the rail 

to just let me know I shouldn’t be going there, 

so I thought I had better stay behind this guy!” 

Reid remembered turning for home in about 

eighth place and seeing the favourite Home 

Guard about three lengths in front of him. 

However, he could feel he had a lot of horse 

beneath him. 

He said, “I gave him one or two backhanders 

and he took off.” 

In those days there was no buffer zone  

between the course and the crowd and  

spectators were packed like sardines up 

against both the inside and outside rails in the 

straight. 

Snowy also recalled the golf course being  

choc-a-block with tents and picnic sites 

The atmosphere was electric and he said  

during the charge for home,  “you could  

certainly hear the roar of the crowd!” 

He recalled, “I could see I was going to catch 

Home Guard. I reached him at about the 100m 

mark and then knew I had the race won. He 

won going away.” 

He described those few moments as surreal. 

(continues Page 2) 

Alan “Snowy” Reid’s Durban July win of 1969 aboard the Fred Rickaby-trained and Chris 

Saunders-owned Naval Escort will be a talking point at this year’s Vodacom sponsored 

event as Luke Ferraris, incumbent rider of dual Met winner Rainbow Bridge, will  be  

attempting to become the first teenager since Reid to win the country’s biggest race. 

History is against Luke Ferraris 
Naval Escort beats Home Guard (James Maree) and Coast Guard (Duncan Alexander) in 1969.   
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The July contending jockeys and trainers were 

viewed almost on the same level as movie stars 

back then. The extent of his achievement hit 

home during the victory canter past, with the 

winner’s sash adorned around Naval Escort’s 

neck, as the crowd cheered and applauded 

their approval. 

The runner up Home Guard has been talked 

about a lot this season as Summer Pudding had 

been chasing his eleven-race undefeated  

record. The 1969 July was in fact Home 

Guard’s first defeat, although he was giving  

fellow three-year-old and second favourite  

Naval Escort eleven pounds (5,5kg), and was 

beaten just 0,75 length. 

The 19-year-old Snowy was in the last year of 

his apprenticeship at the time, so is also the last 

apprentice to have won the July. Aubrey  

Roberts was another apprentice to have won it 

in the 1960s, aboard Diza in 1962. 

Luke Ferraris will also be 19 on July day. 

However, he won’t be threatening the record for 

youngest July-winning jockey. 

Fred McGrath was just twelve-years-old 

when winning aboard Collet, who carried 

41.5kg to victory in 1922. 

Reid was unbeaten on Naval Escort. He  

partnered him to victory in both the King’s Cup 

Trial and the King’s Cup in the build up to the 

July. He was given the ride in the big race  

because Rickaby’s stable jockey John Gorton 

had left for the U.K. and Dennis Durrant, who 

rode Navel Escort to second behind Home 

Guard in the SA Guineas, could not make the 

weight of 105 pounds (47.5kg). 

Gorton had won the July two years earlier on 

the Rickaby-trained lightweight Jollify, who 

dead-heated with the immortal Sea Cottage. 

Ironically, Naval Escort, by Escort II (GB ), was 

a half-brother to Sea Cottage. However, Snowy 

recalls them being two completely different 

horses. 

He said, “Sea Cottage was cool, calm and  

collected but Naval Escort was a fiery bugger 

that used to rear up and was a real man’s 

man.” 

There were some anxious moments in the 

week of the July as Naval Escort’s blood count 

was all wrong. However, legendary veterinarian 

Brian Baker came to the rescue.  

Snowy recalled, “Dr Baker ordered us to give 

him a flat out 800m grass gallop on the  

Thursday two days before the race.  

“I sprinted him as fast as I could and that 

brought his blood right. On the day he came 

into the parade ring looking magnificent and felt 

fantastic going down to the start.” 

He said “the butterflies” in the build up were a 

natural part of a sportsman’s preparation for an 

event and lasted all the way until the gates 

crashed open. 

He continued, “The nerves then disappear  

because the race is on. (to Page 4) 

History is against Luke Ferraris—from Page 1 

Owner Chris Saunders(left) and trainer  
Fred Rickaby welcome Snowy back  
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Snowy finished sixth in the 1970 July on Sky 

Line and then in 1971 left to ride in Germany for 

two years with trainer Arthur Schlaefke.  

John Gorton, who won the 1969 Epsom Oaks 

aboard Sleeping Partner, used to go and ride in 

Germany on Sundays and recommended 

Snowy. 

Upon Reid’s return to South Africa he became 

partnered with the top Eileen Bestel-trained 

George Rowles-owned colt Sabre, a classic 

winner of 12 races. Among Reid’s victories on 

Sabre was the Clairwood Winter handicap of 

1974 in which he established an 1800m world 

record of 106 seconds flat. 

Snowy had a bad fall in about 1981 and even 

after successful surgery the chief Stipendiary 

Steward Jock Sprowell ruled it would not be in 

his best interests to renew his license. 

Snowy then spent five years as assistant to 

Johnny McCreedy before taking out his own 

training license.  

His chief client was the mayor of Kokstad, Alan 

Barber, for whom he trained many winners. 

He later went into business with Barber and did 

not ever return to racing. 

However, he is part of an institution in Hillcrest, 

the gathering every Friday afternoon of a group 

of friends at the racing-friendly Lazy Lizard pub. 

The pub neighbours the Hillcrest Tote and a 

flutter on the horses is part of the  

entertainment. 

He said strangers were always amazed to learn 

he had won “The July”, the one horse race  

everybody in the country knows about. 

Snowy Reid is humble and down to earth by 

nature but confirmed being a July winner would 

always be the source of tremendous pride and 

was something which could never be taken 

away from him. goldcircle.co.za—David  

Thiselton  

(Will Luke Ferraris and Eric Sands make more 

history come July 3?) 

History is against Luke Ferraris—from Page 2 
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Lot 75 
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An independent Appeal Panel consisting of 
Messrs R Skelton, M Wanklin and R S Napier 
was convened on 12 May 2021 via Zoom to 
hear a Merit Rating Appeal lodged by Mr Joe 
Soma on behalf of GOT THE  
GREENLIGHT’s adjusted merit rating of 128 
from his rating of 124, following his win in 
the 4RACING PREMIER’S CHAMPIONS  
CHALLENGE (Grade 1) over 2000M.  
 
The Appeal Panel was of the opinion that GOT 
THE GREENLIGHT’S  adjusted published Merit 
Rating was incorrect and consequently upheld 
the Appeal and refunded the deposit for the  
following reasons: 
 
1)              The Appeal Panel took into  
consideration the penetrometer reading of 25 
and the track condition on the day, that was 
recorded as good to soft, as well as the pace 
that the race was run at. 
 
2)              The Panel was of the opinion that 
the race should be rated using the winner at his 
pre-race rating of 124.  By using this rating, this 
would also bring into line, three of the first six 
horses past the finish line and that they would 
also then have run to their pre-race  
ratings – those being GOT THE  
GREENLIGHT (124), CIRILLO (120) and  
DIVINE ODYSSEY (110). 
 
3)              It is believed that DIVINE  
ODYSSEY (110) would not have run to a higher 

mark, having been beaten 7 lengths – bearing 
in mind the Handicappers did not increase his 
rating to 113 in the first place. 
 
4)              It was clearly evident that 
both SUMMER PUDDING and MALMOOS ran 
below their pre-race ratings. 
 
5)              SECOND BASE is therefore  
increased to 122, which puts his rating at 3lbs 
below MALMOOS (125), which had beaten him 
in his 3 previous starts leading up to this race 
and by no less than 2 lengths in two of those 
races. 
 
NHA Press Release ends 

This means that importantly current ante-post 
favourite Got The Greenlight's weight in the 
Vodacom July reverts back to 55kg.  
 
Can he go one better than his runner up slot to  
Belgarion a year ago? 
 
(Got The Greenlight on left above) -tt 

Got The Greenlight wins MR appeal 
Pic—Candiese Lenferna 
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Kuda sponsored Lyle Hewitson reached the 200 mark for the 20/21 season yesterday.  
Here he scores win 190 something on Sound of Warning in Sunday’s G3 Strelitzia Stakes.  

200 up for ‘Super Lyle’ Hewitson 
Pic—Candiese Lenferna 
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Drakenstein stallion Duke Of Marmalade’s 
progeny were flying at Fairview on the  
polytrack yesterday, winning four of the first 
five races on the card!  
 
Best bet Agrademarmalade (4-10) got the ball 
rolling in the opener—a Maiden Juvenile 
1200m—for Gavin Smith and Lyle Hewitson.  

This was followed by less fancied Madam  
Seville (25-2) for Tara Laing and Chase  
Maujean in the third, a FM70 over the same 
trip. 
 
Sharon Kotzen and Louis Mxothwa got in on 
the act as Pacific Duke (25-7) won the next, a 
Maiden 1600m.  
 
Hewitson came back 35 minutes later to record 
win 199 for the season on Imperious Duke (4-1) 
for Smith in the MR74 2200m.  
 
And Iron Henry (Trippi) completed a great day 
for Drakenstein as he went start-to-finish in the 
seventh to record back-to-back wins for in-form 
Juan Nel and Louis Mxothwa. –tt      

Duke in total command at Fairview 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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The catalogue for the 2021 CTS Farm  
Yearling Sale (formerly Klawervlei Farm 
Sale) to be held at De Grendel Wine  
Estate on 20 June, has been published 
online:   
https://capethoroughbredsales.com/sales/2021-
fys. 
 
The catalogue has 136 entries, including lots 
from leading stud farms such as Klawervlei, 
Ridgemont/Highlands, Wilgerbosdrift, Maine 
Chance, Nadeson Park and Normandy, with an 
excellent variety of sires : the in-demand  
Captain Of All (10 lots), Pomodoro (19),  
Canford Cliffs (7), Master Of My Mate (3),  
William Longsword (11), Rafeef (3) and The 
United States (5). 
 
The catalogue presents an interesting  
challenge for pedigree experts for those who 
have a knack of identifying the right nicks, and 
who can spot potentially prolific mares, with 
several first foals as well as unsold lots from 
the 2021 Premier Sale in the mix.  
 
Add to this the late-bloomers among the  
yearlings, invariably with a few decent runners 
among them, and the art of spotting good sorts  
underneath their winter coats becomes a factor. 
 

There are any number of pedigree elements to 
highlight when taking a closer look at the  
various lots, but a few jump from the page.  
 
These include a half-sister to the listed  
Secretariat Stakes winner Paisley Park; a half-
brother to the listed Darley Arabian winner 
Guru’s Pride; a half-brother to the multiple 
graded winner Sargeant Hardy, and a half-
sister to the Equus Champion Sprinter Seventh 
Plain. 
 
Among the first foals are a colt from Gr3 winner 
Girl On The Run; a colt from Gr2 winner  
Intergalactic; a colt from Gr2 winner Jo’s Bond, 
and a half-brother to recent runaway winner 
Eternity Ring. 
 
For more information please contact :  
Grant Knowles: grant@cthbs.com  
Amanda Carey: amanda@cthbs.com  
 
 
  

CTS Farm sale catalogue available 

https://capethoroughbredsales.com/sales/2021-fys
https://capethoroughbredsales.com/sales/2021-fys
mailto:grant@cthbs.com
mailto:amanda@cthbs.com
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

First, Bob Baffert said it didn’t happen. Now, 
he says it doesn’t matter. He is wrong on 
both counts. 
 
The Hall of Fame trainer’s efforts to explain 
away the positive drug test of Kentucky Derby 
winner Medina Spirit hit a significant snag 
Tuesday when he was forced to start  
backpedalling about betamethasone. 
 
The medication Baffert insisted had never been 
administered to Medina Spirit turned out to 
have been part of the colt’s daily treatment 
through an ointment called Otomax.  
 
Thus Baffert’s self-pitying suspicions of  
skulduggery and his misappropriated claims of 
“cancel culture” now look just as silly as they 
sounded upon escaping his lips. 
 
This calls for a new strategy. But instead of 
apologizing for his unfounded insinuations and 

unearned martyr complex, Baffert has chosen 
to resume his attack on testing thresholds he 
regards as unreasonable. 
 
“Horse racing must address its regulatory  
problem when it comes to substances which 
can innocuously find their way into a horse’s 
system at the picogram (which is a trillionth of a 
gram) level,” Baffert said in a prepared  
statement. “Medina Spirit earned his Kentucky 
Derby win and my pharmacologists have told 
me that 21 picograms of betamethasone would 
have no effect on the outcome of the race.” 
 
Plan A: Deny. Plan B: Trivialize. 
 
“Now they’re going to have to go after the rule,” 
said Dr. Mary Scollay, executive director of the 
Racing Medication and Testing Consortium.  
 
“They’re going to have to argue that the  
concentration that resulted from (to Page 16) 

Bob Baffert changes his story  
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The CTS Mare and Mixed Sale at De Grendel 
Estate on 20 May has received an  
innovative boost which will complement the 
live auction and strengthen the buyers’ 
bench, by allowing bidders from all parts of 
the world to participate, in real time. 

CTS will be joining forces with the South  
African online auctions company Meerkat, a 
leader in the field, having conducted over 50 
large cattle and game sales in the last year, all 
with seamless efficiency. 
 
Ro’an van Tonder, owner of Meerkat, said that 
his company had cut online delays down to “a 
split second” using the latest technology, and 
that their UPS-driven platform is not affected by 
power outages.  
 
“We have connected buyers around the globe 
to live cattle and game auctions, even in  
remote farm areas, so we are well geared up 
for our first thoroughbred sale, and excited to 
be involved.” 
  
Grant Knowles, Marketing and Bloodstock  
Director for CTS, reminded buyers who will not 

be at the live sale, that they should register  
on the Meerkat website,  
www.meerkatonline.co.za  
 
For more information:   
Grant Knowles : grant@cthbs.com 
Amanda Carey : amanda@cthbs.com  
or (082) 4654020 
 
Download the Meerkat app to follow the  
auction, lots and prices LIVE 
 
Samsung and Android: 
 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat 
 
 iPhone and IOS Apple: 
 
https://apple.co/2yDd362 
 
Or register, bid and follow auctions LIVE on the 
Meerkat website: 
 
▪️https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/
authentication/login  
▪️ www.meerkatonline.co.za 
 
Meerkat contact details: 
Ro'an van Tonder: 082 567 0069  
 
Jaap Coetzer: 083 234 9586 (iOS) 
 

Henno Bakker: 072 458 327 (Android) 

Tutorials Meerkat:How to register 
https://youtu.be/ZzWLPbOwesk  
 
Meerkat-how to bid 
https://youtu.be/SiBFrHk9_4o  

Team up with Meerkat for CTS sale  

http://www.meerkatonline.co.za
mailto:grant@cthbs.com
mailto:amanda@cthbs.com
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat
https://apple.co/2yDd362
https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/authentication/login
https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/authentication/login
http://www.meerkatonline.co.za
https://youtu.be/ZzWLPbOwesk
https://youtu.be/SiBFrHk9_4o
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the topical exposure was irrelevant to the 
horse’s performance and should be dismissed.’’ 
 
Whether the 21 picograms of betamethasone 
detected in Medina Spirit’s blood sample could 
have made any difference in the outcome of the 
Derby is an interesting question, but ultimately 
irrelevant to the disqualification decision.  

Kentucky regulations call for a mandatory  
disqualification and loss of purse if any  
verifiable amount of betamethasone is found in 
post-race testing and confirmed by a split  
sample. 
 
It doesn’t matter how it got there. It doesn’t  
matter if the amount is infinitesimal. It doesn’t 
matter whether it was enough to enhance  
performance or mask pain. All that matters to 
racing regulators is that the trainer was  
sufficiently sloppy to allow a Class C drug to be 
administered close enough to competition that 
it could not clear the horse’s system. (By  
Baffert’s own admission, the horse was treated 
with Otomax until  a day before the Derby.) 
  
If he didn’t know Otomax contains  
betamethasone, that’s on him.  If he seeks  
leniency, a record that includes five drug  

violations since May, 2020 argues against it. If 
he expects the Kentucky Horse Racing  
Commission to amend its regulations to  
accommodate Medina Spirit’s Run for the  
Roses, he should consider its precedent and its 
potential liability. 
 
The Derby’s previous drug disqualification took 
place in 1968, when Dancer’s Image finished 
first but tested positive for phenylbutazone. 
That case was litigated for nearly four years 
before the Kentucky Supreme Court validated 
the victory of Forward Pass. 
 
Not until 1974 did the Kentucky commission 
drop its ban on phenylbutazone. If it were to 
eventually soften its stance on betamethasone, 
though, it would surely not do so retroactively. 
To rewrite the rules for Baffert’s benefit would 
only invite more litigation and deserved deri-
sion. 
 
Attorney Craig Robertson can be counted on to 
turn over every conceivable rock on behalf of 
his famous client, and the Lexington  
lawyer should not be underestimated.  
 
Robertson found enough procedural flaws in 
the handling of samples drawn from Baffert’s 
horses to convince the Arkansas Racing  
Commission last month to rescind a  
suspension for a pair of drug violations detect-
ed at Oaklawn in 2020. 
  
Still, should Medina Spirit’s split sample confirm 
the findings of the first test — as nearly all split 
samples do — Baffert’s best strategy might be 
to claim mitigating circumstances. Neither  
ignorance nor carelessness make for much of 
an excuse, but they sure beat denying what 
turns out to be true. www.courier-journal.com 

Bob Baffert changes his story—from Page 14 

Pic-Benoit Photo 


