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And while they live on opposite sides of the 

world, inhabit different universes, and appear 

to have nothing in common, they do live by 

some of the same rules. 

1) Deny everything 

The key here is to never accept responsibility 

for your actions, or ever admit you were wrong 

– about anything. 

While Donald Trump has to be the all-time 

champion at this, these two are not far behind. 

Ace maintains his innocence about the myriad 

of corruption allegations during his decades 

long stint running the Free State as his  

personal fiefdom.  

But he is soon to face his day in court. Well, 

given the way our legal system works,  

hopefully in the next decade or so……  

Bob portrays himself as a victim of unfortunate 

coincidences and circumstances even as the 

positives stack up higher and higher.  

2) Portray yourself as being the victim 

Ace always has ‘White Monopoly Capital’ to fall 

back on, and now that his back is up against 

the wall, the ‘anti-radical-economic-

transformation’ faction within the ANC. 

Bob sees himself as being singled out by a 

mysterious third force or evil spirit, as he  

explained on Sunday. 

"There are problems in racing, but it's not 

Bob Baffert. I don't believe in conspiracy 

theories, but why is it happening to me?" 

Good question Bob, why you, again and again, 

and nobody else? 

(continues Page 2) 

Ace Magushule and Bob Baffert. Two previously all-powerful men whose empires have 

seemingly come crashing down during the past week.  

Ace and Bob two peas in a pod 
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3) Make wild statements to divert attention  

 Bob is the king of this. As the following about 

this latest debacle makes clear: 

Baffert was at a loss to explain Medina 

Spirit's failed drugs test, which came for  

betamethasone, an anti-inflammatory  

steroid. 

But during one interview he claimed it could 

have been down to the horse eating wee 

contaminated with urine. 

Baffert suggested the positive could have 

come after a groom took cough medicine 

and then peed on hay the horse ate.” 

(thesun.co.uk) 

And as Sports Illustrated pointed out, there 

have been quite a few outlandish tales to  

explain previous positives.  

When it came out that eventual Triple Crown 

winner Justify tested positive for  

scopolamine after the 2018 Santa Anita  

Derby, the result was attributed to naturally 

occurring jimson weed in the horse’s feed or 

bedding that was dropped off at Baffert’s 

barn. 

When Charlatan and Gamine tested positive 

last spring for lidocaine after races on  

Arkansas Derby day in 2020, the initial  

rationale was that the substance came from 

a salon pas patch worn by assistant trainer 

Jimmy Barnes. 

When Gamine tested positive again after the 

Kentucky Oaks later in 2020, this time for 

betamethasone, the response was that the 

medication had been administered as  

allowed outside the two-week moratorium 

before a race, but still showed up in the  

filly’s system.  

(si.com) 

 

What ‘dog ate my homework’ explanation will 

he come up with next time? 

Not to be outdone, when Ace was suspended 

by the ANC last week after failing to ‘step 

aside’, he quickly replied with the frankly  

childish ploy of ‘suspending’ the President of 

both the organisation and the country. 

(continues Page 4)  

Ace and Bob two peas in a pod—from Page 1 

Innocent victim Medina Spirit and Bob Baffert. Pic: Coady Photos 
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And reportedly it was dishonestly made to seem 

that this decree had been issued prior to his 

own suspension.   

4) End Game induced desperation 

Both of our heroes have had chequered  

careers, but are currently facing their respective 

biggest crises. 

Bob has weathered many a doping storm  

before, due to money, bluster and high powered 

lawyers. But this is different level. The Kentucky 

Derby is America’s highest profile race, and the 

fallout in terms of credibility will be  

exponentially larger. 

It’s been very noticeable that this is a huge 

news story on mainstream media—not confined 

to racing or even sport in general.    

Hence his extremely aggressive strike back 

campaign – for example calling a press  

conference to announce the positive, and start 

defending his case before it was even put out 

and made official by racing bodies themselves.  

Ace has been involved in a high stakes  

factional game against President Ramaphosa 

inside the ANC for a long time now. And has 

lost. Now he seems bent on dragging the whole 

organisation down with him. Which is a good or 

bad development depending on how you look 

at things… 

Interesting times ahead on both fronts……-tt 

(see also Page 14) 

Daily Maverick cartoonist Zapiro highlights 

Ace’s current predicament.  

 

  

Ace and Bob two peas in a pod—from Page 1 

IF YOU WISH TO SUBSCRIBE,  OR 
WANT A PAST ISSUE, CLICK BELOW  

www.turftalk.co.za  

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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Good news coming from across the pond is 
that Micaela Bassi (nee Cross) has landed a 
plum job at Goodwood racecourse.  
 
Micaela is/was a well-liked face and personality 
around Cape racing for many years, as her 
family ran the catering side of things for  
decades, as she recounts below.  
  
“My family ran the hospitality, events, food and 
beverage at Kenilworth, Milnerton and  
Durbanville Racecourse for 38 years. 
“ 
“I joined the family business permanently at the 
end of 1992 after completing my 3 year studies 
in Public Relations and worked until our  
contract ended in July 2014. 

“It was an wonderful but busy time with lots of 
amazing racing and private corporate events. 
 
“I then worked for Kenilworth Racing for just 
over a year in their events department, and was 
then approached by Grant Knowles to join him 
at Klawervlei where I started in November 
2015. 
 
“My time at Klawervlei Stud was just incredible 
and I learnt so much.  I am forever grateful to 
Grant and John Koster for giving me the  
opportunity to be a part of the Klawervlei  
Family. 
 
“Unfortunately Covid led to my retrenchment at 
the end of July 2020, but a few (to Page 8)

Micaela making mark in UK racing  



7 

 



8 

 

months later I joined the CTS team on a part 
time basis and worked  with them until we left. 
 
Off to the UK 
 
“Our plan was to move to the UK as my  
husband David is English and after 15 years in 
Cape Town he wanted to return home. 
 
“We delayed our move for a few years as my 
dad was ill and we then made plans to move in 
February 2021 after the originally scheduled 
CTS Book 1 Sale in January. 
 
“Brexit then caused a few unforeseen issues 
and we ended up moving at the end of  
December 2020 after an insane few weeks of 
packing up our entire life. Moving to the UK in 
winter, during lockdown and in the middle of a 
global pandemic was not ideal at all. 
 
“We are based in the coastal town of Little 
Hampton, West Sussex and it’s been a  busy 
few months getting settled. 
 
(The Vaal had a champion sand sprinter called 
Little Hampton years ago –tt) 
 
“I was fortunate to find work quickly and spent a 
few months working for a local guy helping with 
PA  and Marketing duties. 

 
“I had made the decision before we left SA that 
I didn’t want to get involved in Hospitality and 
Events as wanted a complete change. 
 
“Well 10 days ago I saw an advert on line for 
Hospitality Manager at Goodwood Racecourse. 
I decided to apply (as I had nothing to lose by 
applying) and within half an hour they made 
contact, a few days later I had an interview, 
then met the team and was offered the job. 

“So much for not getting involved in hospitality 
and events again !! 
 
“Goodwood Racecourse is just beautiful and as 
soon as I went there I knew it was were  
I wanted to be. 

 
“There are some major racing events coming 
up over the next few months, and I will also be 
involved in assisting at events at the  
neighbouring Goodwood Motor Circuit. 
 
“As from Monday 17 May racing will no longer 
be behind closed doors which is just great. I’m 
excited at this new venture and looking forward 
to the months ahead.” 
 
And everyone in SA who knows this thoroughly 
decent and hardworking lady will wish her,  
husband David and daughter Isabella (8) all of 
the best in what promises to be a challenging 
yet highly rewarding new venture. –tt 
 

Michaela making mark in UK—from Page 6 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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The CTS Mare and Mixed Sale at De Grendel 
Estate on 20 May has received an  
innovative boost which will complement the 
live auction and strengthen the buyers’ 
bench, by allowing bidders from all parts of 
the world to participate, in real time. 

CTS will be joining forces with the South  
African online auctions company Meerkat, a 
leader in the field, having conducted over 50 
large cattle and game sales in the last year, all 
with seamless efficiency. 
 
Ro’an van Tonder, owner of Meerkat, said that 
his company had cut online delays down to “a 
split second” using the latest technology, and 
that their UPS-driven platform is not affected by 
power outages.  
 
“We have connected buyers around the globe 
to live cattle and game auctions, even in  
remote farm areas, so we are well geared up 
for our first thoroughbred sale, and excited to 
be involved.” 
  
Grant Knowles, Marketing and Bloodstock  
Director for CTS, reminded buyers who will not 

be at the live sale, that they should register  
on the Meerkat website,  
www.meerkatonline.co.za  
 
For more information:   
Grant Knowles : grant@cthbs.com 
Amanda Carey : amanda@cthbs.com  
or (082) 4654020 
 
Download the Meerkat app to follow the  
auction, lots and prices LIVE 
 
Samsung and Android: 
 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat 
 
 iPhone and IOS Apple: 
 
https://apple.co/2yDd362 
 
Or register, bid and follow auctions LIVE on the 
Meerkat website: 
 
▪️https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/
authentication/login  
▪️ www.meerkatonline.co.za 
 
Meerkat contact details: 
Ro'an van Tonder: 082 567 0069  
 
Jaap Coetzer: 083 234 9586 (iOS) 
 

Henno Bakker: 072 458 327 (Android) 

Tutorials Meerkat:How to register 
https://youtu.be/ZzWLPbOwesk  
 
Meerkat-how to bid 
https://youtu.be/SiBFrHk9_4o  

Team up with Meerkat for CTS sale  

http://www.meerkatonline.co.za
mailto:grant@cthbs.com
mailto:amanda@cthbs.com
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat
https://apple.co/2yDd362
https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/authentication/login
https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/authentication/login
http://www.meerkatonline.co.za
https://youtu.be/ZzWLPbOwesk
https://youtu.be/SiBFrHk9_4o
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Racegoers in England will be able to return 
to racecourses from next Monday after the 
UK government confirmed step three of the 
roadmap out of lockdown will go ahead as 
planned. 
 
In a televised address on Monday, prime  
minister Boris Johnson announced the next 
stage of the government's plan will commence 
in a week's time. 
 
The BHA gave the green light for racecourses 
to end behind-closed-doors racing and will give 
more details this week as to how capacity limits 
and other protocols will be applied. The  
government's own guidelines set attendance for 
all but the largest sports stadia at 4,000  
spectators or 50 per cent of a venue's capacity, 
whichever number is lower. 
 
And a joint statement from racing's major  
stakeholders also included the news that  
owners will be allowed into the paddock from 
next Monday, while they will press for a return 
to full crowds at the next stage of the  
government's programme on June 21   
 
"It's extremely exciting we're finally able to  
welcome racegoers back to our racecourses," 
said the BHA's chief operating officer Richard 
Wayman.  

"It will allow racing's many fans to come back to 
the sport they love after more than a year 
away. We know there is a huge public demand 
for families and friends to meet up, outdoors, 
enjoy great food and drink and the unique  
social occasion of a race meeting.  
 
Carlisle and Redcar are set to become the first 
courses to welcome back the paying public 
for their Monday afternoon fixtures, with  
Leicester and Windsor hosting evening cards. 
  
The move to allow owners into the paddock is 
being made possible by the BHA’s decision 
to reduce the footprint of the so-called  
green zones on courses reserved for racing 
professionals.  
  
The BHA confirmed that, while face  
coverings will still be required in the parade ring 
and indoors, they will no longer be mandatory 
in other outdoor areas on course. 
 
The lifting of restrictions means there will be 
some paying spectators at the Cazoo Oaks and 
Derby at Epsom on June 4 and 5, both of which 
are already sold out following a ballot, while 
officials are hoping that attendance for each of 
the five days of Royal Ascot later in the month 
could rise to 10,000. 

From www.racingpost.com 

UK racing back on course  
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Frankie and Catherine Dettori make a handsome couple as they enjoy breakfast in a  
picture the great man posted on Social media yesterday surrounded by hearts…..aaaaaah  

Breakfast with the Dettoris 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

While awaiting word from the Maryland 
Jockey Club concerning the status of Bob 
Baffert and Medina Spirit (Protonico) for the 
GI Preakness S., Baffert's lawyer Craig  
Robertson said he will seek a temporary  
restraining order if Medina Spirit is not  
allowed to run. 
 
His status became unclear Sunday when  
Baffert informed the media that he had been 
told by the Kentucky Racing Commission that 
Medina Spirit had tested positive for the  
corticosteroid betamethasone in tests  
conducted following the race.  
 
A few hours later, 1/ST, the owners of Pimlico, 
put out a press release stating they were still 
reviewing the situation. They bought  
themselves a bit of time when deciding to move 
the draw for the Preakness to Tuesday. 
 
“Pimlico has not taken such action yet,  
Robertson said in a text message. “However, if 
they do, I will file such a TRO. There is  

something called due process of law and any 
rush to judgment or punishment at this point 
would be premature and unlawful. If anyone 
takes such action before the split comes back, 
we will act.” 
 
Baffert told the TDN that he will not, no matter 
his personal status, be attending the  
Preakness. 
 
The Kentucky Racing Commission has had little 
to say about the matter, which probably won't 
change until after a second lab has tested a 
split sample. Robertson has already set the ball 
in motion regarding the split sample. 
 
“We will be given a list of labs by the Kentucky 
Horse Racing Commission from which we can 
chose to send the split,” he said via text. “That 
list has not been provided yet. No definitive 
time frame, but past experience tells me that 
from this moment until split results come back 
will be at least a couple of weeks.” 

www.thoroughbreddailynews.com 

Baffert will go legal if banned from Preakness 

Medina Spirit arrives at Pimlico prior to the running of the Preakness on Saturday.  


