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First up was Sound Of Warning, and the Sean 

Tarry trained daughter of Trippi could not have 

been more impressive in overpowering the 

Strelitzia Stakes line up.     

Sent off a marginal 5-2 second favourite behind 

fellow Drakenstein owned High Hosanna, 

champion jockey elect Lyle Hewitson produced 

the gifted young filly up the centre and she 

strode clear to outclass a game Captain’s Run 

by just over two and a half lengths.  

Interestingly the time of 63.61 seconds was 

marginally quicker than the colts race.     

High Hosanna by contrast never got going 

down the inside rail and was beaten almost ten 

lengths.  

The coming Allan Robertson may well see two  

undefeated Drakenstein owned prospective 

champion fillies clash, as in addition to Sound 

Of Warning the Mike and Adam Azzie trained  

Sheela  could be there. 

Should get much further 

Sound Of Warning should easily stay a mile on 

paper – she is out of Siren’s Call, who came 

within a head of taking the Triple   (to Page 2) 

A couple of smart undefeated juveniles put up markers yesterday for the forthcoming G1 

sprints at Scottsville on 5 June. But not necessarily the expected ones….   

Drakenstein filly sounds a warning 
Sound Of Warning comes home unopposed. Pic: Candiese Lenferna 
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Tiara in the 2014/5 season, only to be outrun 

late by Pine Princess in the SA Oaks.  

She raced in the colours of Peter de Beyer 

while racing, but is now owned in partnership 

with Drakenstein, as the farm’s racing manager 

Kevin Sommerville explained. 

“She only had one run after we bought in, and 

then got hurt. She beat the likes of Smart Call 

and Same Jurisdiction on the way to her  

Guineas and Classic wins.  

“But she was part of a glorious crop of three-

year-old fillies that season. They won all the 

Grade 1’s available against the older fillies.” 

Indeed a look back at the record books shows 

that dual G1 winning sprinter Alboran Sea took 

the Equus award.  

Other nominees were Majmu,   

Same Jurisdiction and Carry On Alice.  

Siren’s Call and Inara, who won the Paddock 

Stakes and Majorca against her elders,  

incredibly didn’t even get an honourable  

mention!   

The current crop of sophomore females are 

now threatening to dominate in the same way, 

and could turn out to be the first crop since to 

prove to be in that class. 

There is also a Vercingetorix weanling colt out 

of Siren’s Call to look forward to, and she is 

currently in foal to Lancaster Bomber. Given 

that she is guaranteed support from  

Drakenstein, she could be one of our premier 

broodmares in the years to come. 

Just over half an hour later Good Traveller 

notched his third successive win with an equally  

eye-catching triumph in the Godolphin Barb 

Stakes.  

(continues Page 4) 

Drakenstein filly sounds a warning—from Pg 1 

Good Traveller lives up to his name under Grant van Niekerk. Pic: Candiese Lenferna 
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The son of Visionaire had been gelded since his 

last appearance on March 14, but despite  

drifting to 11-2, he drew clear with authority to 

see off Irfaans Boy by almost two lengths.  

“He was difficult to work with, but he’s settling 

down now. He’s been very smart from day one,” 

commented Glen Kotzen, explaining the 

‘unkindest cut’ decision .   

“Howard Schwegmann is a lucky owner, and 

also had Garrulous with us.  

“He was second to Erik The Red in a Grade 2 

last August before being sold. 

“For now Good Traveller looks like a sprinter, 

but he’s from the family of Solo Traveller and 

Redberry Lane, who both won Group 1’s over a 

mile.” 

Grant van Niekerk will ride him again in the 

coming Gold Medallion. 

Odds-on favourite Cosmic Highway was many 

people’s banker on the day (and mine), but  

after being slow into stride as usual, Dean  

Kannemeyer’s colt failed to ignite this time, and 

plodded into a well beaten third place.  

Many a top horse has disappointed first time 

out at Scottsville, and I will definitely be giving 

this one another chance. -tt  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

  

Drakenstein filly sounds warning—from Page 1 

Cosmic Highway  Pic: Wayne Marks 
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Both Grade 1 winning jockeys at Turffontein 
on 1 May have now been landed with 14 day 
bans.  

 
Muzi Yeni on Got The Greenlight signed soon 
after the meeting for causing interference to 
runner up Second Base not long after the start. 

  
And this afternoon the following NHA press  
release arrived: 
 
The National Horseracing Authority con-
firms that at an inquiry held in the  
Stipendiary Steward’s Boardroom at  
Hollywoodbets Scottsville Racecourse on 9 
May 2021, Jockey Grant van Niekerk was 
charged with a contravention of Rule 
62.2.7.  The particulars being that as the  
rider of RIO QUERARI, he failed to ensure 
that he did not cause interference to other 
runners between the 250m and 100m, in 
Race 7 at Turffontein Racecourse on 1 May 
2021. 
 
Jockey van Niekerk pleaded guilty to the 
charge. 
 
The Inquiry Board accepted his plea and  
accordingly found Jockey van Niekerk 

guilty as charged.  After considering the  
evidence in this matter, the Inquiry Board 
imposed a penalty of a suspension from  
riding in races for a period of fourteen days. 
 
Jockey van Niekerk waived his Right of  
Appeal and was granted permission to take 
his suspension from 13 May 2021 to 26 May 
2021. 
 
This didn’t really come as a surprise to  
anybody who watched the race and had read 
the stipes report. 
 
An Inquiry will be opened to establish why 
ANNA CAPRI (C Murray) had to check at the 
300m, the reasons for VERNICHEY (W  
Kennedy) having to steady at the 200m and 
why BOHICA (S Khumalo) was brushed 
leaving the 200m.   

Hugely gifted serial offender Van Niekerk  
certainly left his mark as he made his run! -tt 
 
 
 
 

Grade 1 winning jocks pay price 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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Lot 75 
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The CTS Mare and Mixed Sale at De Grendel 
Estate on 20 May has received an  
innovative boost which will complement the 
live auction and strengthen the buyers’ 
bench, by allowing bidders from all parts of 
the world to participate, in real time. 

CTS will be joining forces with the South  
African online auctions company Meerkat, a 
leader in the field, having conducted over 50 
large cattle and game sales in the last year, all 
with seamless efficiency. 
 
Ro’an van Tonder, owner of Meerkat, said that 
his company had cut online delays down to “a 
split second” using the latest technology, and 
that their UPS-driven platform is not affected by 
power outages.  
 
“We have connected buyers around the globe 
to live cattle and game auctions, even in  
remote farm areas, so we are well geared up 
for our first thoroughbred sale, and excited to 
be involved.” 
  
Grant Knowles, Marketing and Bloodstock  
Director for CTS, reminded buyers who will not 

be at the live sale, that they should register  
on the Meerkat website,  
www.meerkatonline.co.za  
 
For more information:   
Grant Knowles : grant@cthbs.com 
Amanda Carey : amanda@cthbs.com  
or (082) 4654020 
 
Download the Meerkat app to follow the  
auction, lots and prices LIVE 
 
Samsung and Android: 
 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat 
 
 iPhone and IOS Apple: 
 
https://apple.co/2yDd362 
 
Or register, bid and follow auctions LIVE on the 
Meerkat website: 
 
▪️https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/
authentication/login  
▪️ www.meerkatonline.co.za 
 
Meerkat contact details: 
Ro'an van Tonder: 082 567 0069  
 
Jaap Coetzer: 083 234 9586 (iOS) 
 

Henno Bakker: 072 458 327 (Android) 

Tutorials Meerkat:How to register 
https://youtu.be/ZzWLPbOwesk  
 
Meerkat-how to bid 
https://youtu.be/SiBFrHk9_4o  

Team up with Meerkat for CTS sale  

http://www.meerkatonline.co.za
mailto:grant@cthbs.com
mailto:amanda@cthbs.com
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat
https://apple.co/2yDd362
https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/authentication/login
https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/authentication/login
http://www.meerkatonline.co.za
https://youtu.be/ZzWLPbOwesk
https://youtu.be/SiBFrHk9_4o
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Kentucky Derby winner Medina Spirit, who 
provided trainer Bob Baffert with a record 
seventh win in the race, has failed a drugs 
test. 
 
Baffert said he was "shocked" after the horse 
tested above the limit for betamethasone and 
insisted he had never administered the  
substance. 
 
"I got the biggest gut punch in racing for  
something I didn't do," he said. 
 
Medina Spirit, ridden by John Velazquez, won 
America's most famous race at Churchill 
Downs on 1 May. 
 
Baffert, 68, was the first trainer to win the US 
Triple Crown for 37 years when American  
Pharoah completed the treble of Kentucky  
Derby, Preakness Stakes and Belmont Stakes 
in 2015. 
 
The Hall of Fame trainer repeated the hat-trick 
with Justify three years later. 
  
But on Sunday, he told reporters that Medina 
Spirit had tested positive for 21 picograms of 
the anti-inflammatory drug betamethasone, 

above Kentucky racing's threshold of ten 
picograms per millilitre. 
 
"It's such an injustice to the horse. I don't feel 
embarrassed, I feel like I was robbed," said the 
California-based trainer. 
 
"But I'm going to fight it tooth and nail, because 
I owe it to the horse; I owe it to the owner and I 
owe it to our industry. 
 
"There are problems in racing, but it's not Bob 
Baffert. I don't believe in conspiracy theories, 
but why is it happening to me?" 
  
Baffert said Medina Spirit has not yet been  
officially disqualified from the Kentucky Derby, 
although that still could happen after other tests 
and processes are completed. 
 
"This shouldn't have happened," Baffert said. 
"There's a problem somewhere. It didn't come 
from us." 
 
Churchill Downs has suspended Baffert from 
having entries for races. 
 
"If the findings are upheld, Medina Spirit's  
results in the Kentucky Derby will (to Page 12)  

Baffert ‘shocked’….nobody else is 
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invalidated and Mandaloun will be declared 
winner," it said in a statement. 
 
"Failure to comply with the rules and medication 
protocols jeopardises the safety of the horses 
and jockeys, the integrity of our sport and the 
reputation of the Kentucky Derby and all who 
participate. Churchill Downs will not tolerate it." 
 
The trainer last year pledged "to do better" after 
a number of positive tests were produced from 
his horses. 
 
Last month he was successful in overturning a 
15-day ban and disqualification of two of his 
horses - Gamine and Charlatan (right) - after 
they returned samples containing the illicit race-
day medication lidocaine, which was attributed 
to cross-contamination from a pain-relief patch 
worn by the trainer's assistant. 
 
Baffert received a $10,000 fine instead. 
 

www.bbc.com 

 
  
  

Baffert ‘shocked’—from Page 10 

Pic-Benoit Photos. 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

They had been tribulations rather than trials 
up until now, but Bolshoi Ballet finally  
produced something of substance at  
Leopardstown to make a murky Epsom  
Derby picture look a whole lot clearer. 
 
There were co-favourites on Sunday morning 
with some firms, joint-favourites with others, but 
Bolshoi Ballet is now out on his own at the top 
of the Cazoo Derby market at 7-4 and it is hard 
to argue that is the wrong price after his  
demolition job in the Derrinstown Derby Trial. 
 
The mighty Galileo and High Chaparral both 
won the Ballysax and the Derrinstown on their 
way to Derby glory at Epsom and Bolshoi Ballet 
has now completed two of those three legs in 
emphatic fashion; the Ballysax by an eased 
down two-and-a-quarter lengths and the  
Derrinstown by six.  
 
"He's lovely, isn't he? He's coming on lovely 
and we're very happy with him. We've always 

loved him and thought a lot of him. we couldn’t 
have asked for any more from him," said an 
impressed Aidan O'Brien afterwards.  
 
He added: "He's uncomplicated – he relaxes 
and he quickens. He was pencilled in for the 
two runs – the Ballysax and the Derrinstown – 
and then on to the Derby. There was an even 
pace out there which was great. He quickened 
well. 
 
"He travelled to France last year in ground that 
we knew he wouldn’t like but we wanted to  
travel him for experience." 
 
It was the highlight of a 210-1 four-timer for 
O'Brien and Ryan Moore and the man on board 
was just as impressed by Bolshoi Ballet as his 
trainer.  
 
Moore said: "He’s a very professional horse. He 
was always travelling beautifully through the 
race and is very smooth. (to Page 16)  

New Derby favourite leads them a merry dance 

Bolshoi Ballet streaks clear under Ryan Moore . Pic: Patrick McCann. 
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“He ticks a lot of boxes and he has improved 
for every run in his career. It was a proper test  
today and that will stand him in good stead." 
 
Lough Derg ran on for second to complete a 
one-two for O’Brien, with the Jim Bolger-trained 
Mac Swiney never able to threaten the winner 
on his seasonal reappearance in fourth. 
 
It was an unprecedented 14th success in the 
Derrinstown for O'Brien, who will be relieved to 
have a rock-solid Derby contender after the  
setback to High Definition. The latter will have a 
workout on Monday morning to decide whether 
he will take up an engagement in the Dante at 
York on Thursday.  
 
O'Brien explained: "High Definition will do a bit 
in the morning and we're hoping he might go to 
York. His blood count is still coming down. It’s 
not 100 per cent yet but it’s a lot better than it 
was. It's nearly there. We need to run  
obviously. He has to get out if he's going to the 
Derby. He's not been medicated because we 
couldn’t find anything." 
 
Whatever happens with High Definition, O'Brien 
already has a ready made Derby candidate in 
Bolshoi Ballet, whom Paddy Power initially 
went 2-1 from 5-1 about, but that was soon  
shortened further into 7-4. Mac Swiney has 
been pushed out to 14-1 (from 9) with the same 
firm. 
 

www.racingpost.com 

New Derby favourite merry dance from Pg 14 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

IF YOU WISH TO SUBSCRIBE,  OR 
WANT A PAST ISSUE, CLICK BELOW  

www.turftalk.co.za  

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/

