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And there is a strong SA connection.  

Owner-breeders Evelyn Yates and Fiona  

Carmichael both have breeding and owning 

interests here as well as in the UK, as Evelyn 

recounted this morning.  

“We both have horses in South Africa and have 

raced in partnership there as well.  

“We owned the decent filly Shamrock Wind  

together, along with John Koster of Klawervlei.” 

The now five-year-old Captain Al mare  

Shamrock Wind won the listed Ladies Mile at 

Kenilworth last July for Brett Crawford, and now 

unsurprisingly has been retired to Klawervlei, 

where she is carrying her first foal – by Trippi.  

“My husband Tom and I also have a share in 

(Klawervlei stallion) Captain Of All, as well as 

Horizon.” (Horizon resides at Hemel ’n Aarde) 

Evelyn also has interests in currently active 

horses with Crawford and Vaughan Marshall. 

Sprinter Spiritual Wind was fourth on Monday 

for the latter, and as he won his maiden on 

heavy ground, could be worth watching during 

the Cape Town winter. (to Page 2) 

Speedy juvenile colt Navello streaked clear yesterday to win the Lily Agnes, opening race 

of Chester’s Spring Carnival, and complete a smart hat trick.  

SA linked colt heading to Royal Ascot 
Evelyn Yates (left) and Fiona Carmichael enjoy Navello’s great win yesterday.  
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“We also have Irish Tractor, and another colt 

with Brett Crawford, and Spiritual Wind’s dam 

Sing For Me at Klawervlei.  

“Fiona has horses in partnership with Candice 

Bass-Robinson, including Firealley, who was 

runner up in the Winter Guineas recently, as 

well as Brett Crawford and Justin Snaith.” 

And the two ladies were regular visitors to these 

shores until….you know the rest. 

“We have been involved in racing over there for 

about 15 years, and used to come out there 

each summer, but obviously not this year or last 

year.” 

But on to the story behind Navello. 

“Fiona and I did a foal share on him.  

“She had the stallion Ivawood, and my mare 

Caprella was a Group 3 winner.” 

“Ivawood was at Coolmore at the time but I  

believe he’s now in France. A normal foal share 

you sell the yearling and split the profits, but we 

decided to race him in partnership. So we share 

all the costs, and of course the prize money as 

well,” she states with enthusiasm. 

After finishing unplaced on debut, Navello has 

reeled off three victories over five furlongs 

(1000m) under female jockey Nicola Currie, 

with the most recent two in effortless fashion. 

And his rider was very impressed. 

"The way he's jumped and travelled round here, 

I was laughing in the first furlong," Currie said.  

"It was just a case of whether he would gallop 

out on this ground and he's done just that." 

Two-year-olds in the UK are restricted to that 

trip until the middle of May, but his next  

appearance will be a listed event (to Page 4) 

SA linked colt heading to Ascot—from Page 1 

Navello cruises to victory at Chester yesterday. Pic: Alan Crowhurst. 
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on the 20th at Sandown, according to trainer 

George Boughey. 

"He was very green when he first ran at Bath, 

but he's a bit of a pro now," the conditioner said 

yesterday.  

"We'll go to the National Stakes next as it 

seems the obvious place to go with him." 

SA linked colt heading to Ascot—from Page 2 

And even bigger things are over the horizon, 

reveals Evelyn.  

“After that he’s going to Royal Ascot in June for 

the Grade 2 over six furlongs (1200m).  

“There could be exciting times ahead.”   

And isn’t that a great summation of what we are 

all in racing for…-tt 

Shamrock Wind (centre) narrowly takes the Ladies Mile in her final race last July . Pic: Wayne Marks. 
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Do we still have to worry about a wide draw 
on the Fairview Polytrack, asks Henk 
Steenkamp? 
 
It doesn’t seem like that if you take a look at the 
previous meeting of 23 April on this surface. 
 
Lukas Bester was the first jockey to show the 
way, winning from draw 12 out of 14 runners 
over 1900m. 
 
Lyle Hewitson (below) won over the same  
distance, drawn 14 out of 16, and Teaque 
Gould was at his very best over the shorter 
1200m, winning from draw 12 in a field of 16. 

Dylan Lerena put the cherry on the cake with a 
pickup ride in the last – winning from draw 16 
out of 16 over 1300m. 
 
Bester points out that a jockey can overcome a 
wide draw on the Poly, but “things have to go 
your way”. 
 
“It depends what is in the race. If there is not 
much pace on your inside, you can overcome a 
wide draw. It gets very difficult over the shorter 
distances,” he explained. 
 
When Bester won on The Summons, he also 
referred to a game plan and his ride was 
praised by trainer Gavin Smith. 
 
“It was a peach of a ride. It is not easy when 
you draw out wide on this track,” Smith said in 
his post-race interview. 
 
After Hewitson won on Mifid Two, he  
acknowledged that he was worried about his 
draw. He mentioned that luck plays a role in 
winning from a wide draw on the Poly. 
 
Smith was again the “lucky” trainer and said it 
was a top ride from Hewitson.  
(continues Page 8) 

Fairview poly draw no longer a factor? 
Pic-.Pauline Herman. 
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Lot 75 
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He felt the key was that Hewitson got the filly 
“going early” in the race. 
 
Gould said “things just worked out right for me” 
in his race and gave the credit for overcoming 
the wide draw to the mare Natural Jade, trained 
by Juan Nel (below). 

After his 16 out of 16 win, Lerena thought the 
key was that the mare Selailai (also trained by 
Nel) wasn’t outpaced in the early stages of the 
1300m race. 
 
WSB Poly Challenge 
 
The action returns to the Poly this Friday, with 
Nel aiming at the R50 000 consolation bonus 
with the seven-year-old gelding Earth Hour in 
the third and last leg of the WSB East Cape 
Poly Challenge over 1600m. 

With only seven runners facing the starter, the 
draw isn’t a factor. Earth Hour is drawn in gate 
3 with Callan Murray (below) taking the ride. 
 

In some of the other races there are fancied 
runners drawn wide and although the jockeys 
showed what they can do, punters would do 
well to keep comments like “luck, not easy, 
worried, doubts” in mind when placing their 
bets. 
 
The first race is off at 12:30 and the Poly 
1600m is race 7 at 15:55.  

  
  

  
  

Fairview poly draw a factor? From Page 6 
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Lyle Hewitson is closing in on 200 winners 
for the season with a winner at Greyville 
yesterday taking his total to 191.  
 
He’s currently 53 winners ahead of defending 
champion Warren Kennedy and some  
bookmakers have even paid out early on  
Hewitson being crowned national jockeys 
champion for a third time. 
 
Hewitson is still only 23, but the Kuda  
sponsored rider has been relentless in his 
search for success. He won his first South  
African jockeys title in 2017/18 at the age of 20, 
when he booted home 184 winners and  
became the first apprentice since Michael  
Roberts in 1972-73 to achieve the feat. 
 
He followed up by winning his second national 
championship, this time with 219 wins and now 
he’s sandwiched between both previous title 
winning campaigns as he goes about the  
inevitable process of being crowned for a third 
time. 
 
“Before the season started I had no specific 
target in mind, But as it has developed I started 
to aim towards 200 winners as a target. Now 
that I’m getting close, I’m thinking that I’ll just 
try to ride as many winners as possible,” he 
said. 
 
There are many in the industry who feel that 
the young jockey is getting better and better as 
time goes on.  
 
“It’s hard to say whether or not I’m riding better 
than ever,” he concedes, “but more so I think 
that I’m riding with a clearer mind and there’s a 
sharper edge to my riding.” 
 
He is one of six riders to have surpassed 100 
winners this campaign, with the others being 
Kennedy (138), Smanga Khumalo (123), Greg 
Cheyne (119), Muzi Yeni (107) and Anton  
Marcus (103).  
 
“This season I have thoroughly enjoyed certain 
winners for obvious reasons such as my Dad’s 
(Carl) first winner when I was aboard Set The 
Date, riding Shampompo Shampizi because of 
the Rugby World Cup connection behind it at, 
Paisley Park in the Secretariat Stakes, Sweet 
Future in the maidens, Eden Roc, Ecstatic 
Green in the Grade 2, Slalom Queen, the nine-
year-old Mombela in the Grade 2, Seehaam, 
Tropic Sun and so on.  

“All of them I have enjoyed for different reasons 
but they felt great and it was an honour to bring 
them home. I’m sure I could keep the list going, 
but those are the winners who spring to mind 
this season who I have enjoyed celebrating.” 

 
With the KwaZulu-Natal season right upon us 
and some mouth-watering rivalries and races 
set to unfold, Hewitson shares the excitement.  
 
“I’m really looking forward to bagging some big 
races this KZN season, There looks to be an 
exciting few months ahead of us with the  
quality of racehorse that we have around!” 

  

Hewitson nears 200 for the season 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 
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FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za


11 

 



12 

 

It was a night of achievements for the  
fledgling Douglas Whyte stable on  
Wednesday  as the South African trained his 
first treble and his star apprentice Jerry 
Chau Chun-lok (above) matched the feat to 
outride his seven-pound claim. 
 
The two combined with promising duo Harmony 
Fire and McLucky while the champion jockey-
turned-trainer also saluted with Noble Delight 
(Matthew Poon Ming-fai) and his protégé lifted 
Total Power home for David Hall. 
 
While they are not the ultimate goals either  
aspire to, they are important little milestones 
that need to be ticked off on the way, which is 
exactly how Whyte approached the moment. 
 
“It’s nice to have a treble, it means a lot [and] 
it’s good for Jerry, he’s riding with confidence,” 
the second-season handler said. 
 
Chau’s milestone came almost a year to the 
day after his Hong Kong debut and even 
though he’s struggled with suspension at times, 
he has continued to collect winners with 46 to 
his credit from 456 rides, including 39 this  
season. 
 
The 21-year-old will now claim just five pounds 
until he reaches 70 victories and while it may 
seem counter-intuitive, Whyte thinks it will  
actually help in the short-term. 

“Having five pounds now is going to be more 
beneficial for him because he’s going to get 
more opportunities. He’s slightly heavier than 
your normal apprentice so he’s been restricted 
to rides at around 120 [pounds] and now he 
can take rides at 118,” he said. 
 
“He’s a hard worker, he’s got a lovely style and 
he’s riding horses with a bit of thought. He’s put 
his head into things and it’s showing.” 
  
Whyte has struck form again himself with seven 
winners from the past six meetings after a  
frustrating run of three months when he had 
just four victories and 34 placings. 
 
“You can go to the races and you can be beat a 
shorthead and run second five times, nobody 
recognises that your horses have run well,” he 
said. It was just a horrible, lean, ‘second-
syndrome’ that I was going through. I think the 
horses have held their form, I’m happy with the 
way things are going and I’m glad to have 
gained a bit of momentum.” 
 
Smart three-year-old Harmony Fire looks to 
have a bit of upside after securing his second 
win from four starts in the Class Four Ma Tau 
Kok Handicap (1,000m). 
 
“The horse has been luckless, he’s had very 
awkward draws to contend with and he’s run 
with purpose each time. (continues Page 15) 

Whyte scores first (training) treble 
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Snaith stars out for a warm up  
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

So when he got gate one tonight, it was a lot 
less complicated, he put himself in a winnable 
position and he delivered,” Whyte said. 
 
“He shows the talent that he can [step up to 
Class Three]. There’s no rush with him, I think 
he’s a nice horse going forward.” 
 
Australian import McLucky seems to be in a 
similar boat, securing his first Hong Kong win at 
his third run in the first section of the Class 
Three Hung Hom Bay Handicap (1,200m). 
 
“It’s more about becoming accustomed to the 
Hong Kong racing style,” Whyte said. “He’s 
been a little bit aware of a few things so he’s 
come a long way.” 
 
Noble Desire does not belong in the same  
category as his two stablemates but maybe  
provided a greater level of satisfaction after  
finally breaking his maiden at start 20 in the 
opening event. 
 
“He’s an honest horse but he’s been a handful 
to train,” Whyte said.  
 
“He needs a horse to follow – as soon as he 
puts his head in front he thinks his job is done. 
I’ll take that win with both hands. He doesn’t 
want to be in front for very long.” 
 
Alexis Badel and Danny Shum Chap-shing were 
the others leaving Happy Valley with multiple 
winners. 
 
The former prevailed with the Francis Lui trained 
Sunny Star and the latter tasting success with 
Exuberant (Zac Purton) before the two  
combined aboard Handsome Bo Bo in the last. 

 
www.scmp.com 

  
 
 
 

Whyte 1st treble..from Page 12 


