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As April 7, 2018 dawned, the champion jock 

was on the crest of a wave. He was rider of 

choice for Mike de Kock, had ridden 136  

winners that season, and was well clear at the 

top of the jockey’s log.  

Delpech was nailed-on to record a fourth  

jockey’s title…..or so it seemed.  

But riding weak 5-1 favourite Majestic Mambo, 

disaster struck in the G1 SA Classic.  

As he recounted to Devin Heffer in the  

Hollywoodbets Sports Blog. 

“I can remember just before we turned into the 

straight, I was going extremely well. The horse 

on my outside was actually struggling, and I 

was three quarters of a length behind on his 

inside.  

“For me to go on his outside, obviously I had to 

pull my horse back and go around him, and I 

felt I would have lost the race if I had done that.  

 

“So instead, I patiently waited for running room 

to open, and as I felt the room was there (and I 

had so much horse), I thought it was fine to 

have a go. (to Page 2) 

A jockey’s career can be a fleeting one….and nobody knows that better than current  

Hollywoodbets Brand Ambassador and Racing Manager Anthony Delpech. 

Delpech rising to new challenge 
Anthony and Candice Delpech are embracing new challenges 
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“However, as soon as I started to go for my run, 

the horse on my inside started moving  

outward, and by the time I noticed him, it was 

too late for me to try and get out of it. My horse 

clipped heels and I went down.” 

Over in a flash 

And that was that. His riding career was over 

due to nerve damage caused by a spinal injury. 

“I was in my prime, and riding the best I ever 

had, so it was a terrible shock. It took me a long 

time to get over it. I was retained for Mary 

Slack, riding most of Mike’s (De Kock) good 

ones, and also riding G1 winners for Justin 

Snaith.” 

In fact Snaith’s brilliant grey filly Bela Bela was 

the last of Anthony’s many top level victories, 

coming home lonely in the Garden Province on 

Vodacom July day in 2017. But a De Kock  

inmate takes pride of place in the feminine 

department.   

“Igugu was definitely the standout filly of my 

career. What she achieved….Triple Tiara, July 

and Met…..she was really special.” 

Anthony did attempt a tentative comeback to 

the saddle at the start of 2019. 

“I went back and worked a few horses at  

Summerveld. I felt good, but on the second 

morning my nerves were absolutely on fire. So I 

went back to my neurosurgeon. He said: ‘Listen 

Ant, I could have told you that you would never 

be able to ride, but I realised how much you 

wanted to come back and knew you would 

have to go and see for yourself.’ ” 

And to this day the unfortunate Delpech still 

takes medication to help him live with constant 

pain in his right leg, both arms and hands. 

“The worst part is that I like to keep fit, but I 

can’t go to gym anymore. I can only walk, but 

even after that my nerves will be  

absolutely burning. It’s very frustrating.” 

(to Page 4) 

Delpech rising to new challenge—from Page 1 

Anthony salutes after another G1 win on Bela-Bela 
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And after a time of introspection, he was ready 

for a new challenge.  

“I took some time to accept and process the fact 

that I would never ride again. After a while I was 

ready to do something in racing. I felt Hollywood 

was a brand that I could work with, so I  

approached Owen Heffer, and that’s how it 

started.” 

Delpech is brand ambassador, and also  

effectively fills the racing manager role. 

“I control everything to do with racing via the 

Hollywood Syndicate. Who the horses go to, 

where they are running, keep in touch with the 

trainers, and things like that.” 

And the syndicate horses are spread across 

quite a few KZN conditioners, with Wright, Van 

Zyl, Muscutt, Dixon and Rich just some of the 

names that spring to mind.  

And in an exciting new venture, they are now 

expanding into Gauteng. 

“We have unraced juveniles with Mike de Kock, 

Sean Tarry, Candice Dawson and Stuart  

Pettigrew, so we are now moving out of  

province.” 

And for the past year he has been assisted by 

former long time Lammerskaal Stud manager 

Sally Bruss, in terms of choosing the  

bloodstock.  

“Sally picks the horses and does the  

pre-training on her farm in Cape Town. I’m sure 

we will enjoy plenty of success together.” 

Delpech rising to new challenge—from Page 2 
As someone who has sat on dozens of  

champions, you would imagine picking out an 

absolute best would present a challenge. He 

has no qualms though.  

“I did very well in Hong Kong, especially with 

Vengeance Of Rain, who was head and  

shoulders above any other horse I ever sat on. 

Winning in Dubai with him on World Cup night 

was very special – it was the first time a Hong 

Kong horse had won a big one in Dubai.” 

(That was the G1 Dubai Sheema Classic over 

2400m in 2007) 

“Locally Grey’s Inn was a very good horse, but 

I’ve ridden so many good ones, it’s hard to put 

one above all the others.” 

After winning the July under Anthony in 2004, 

Grey’s Inn travelled to Hong Kong, where 

(partnered by Weichong Marwing) he was  

runner up to Vengeance Of Rain in the G1 QE 

II Cup of 2005.  

Family man 

“My wife Candice was there all the time during 

this difficult transition in my life. Of course it 

was tough on the family as well.” 

Anthony and Candice have three children –  

Damon (23), Chelsea (21), and Brooklyn (12). 

Finally, what does the four–time July winning 

jockey fancy for the big race in 2021? 

“Rainbow Bridge” is the two word reply. –tt    
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Lot 75 
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Two shrewd buys from CTS auctions are the 
proverbial ‘talk of the town’, following major 
wins on Champions Day at  
Turffontein on Saturday. 
 
First, Rio Querari stamped himself as South 
Africa’s champion sprinter with a breathtaking 
win in the Gr1 Computaform Sprint over 
1000m, and then the accomplished Got The 
Greenlight put his rivals to bed in the Gr1 R750 
000 4Racing Gr1 Premier’s Champions  
Challenge over 2000m. 
 

There were some reservations that Rio Querari, 
having had to travel to Johannesburg via  
Durban, would show his best at altitude, but it 
has been done before. 
 
Racing from off the pace in the early stages of 
the race, Rio Querari was given a shake-up 
with 300m to run.  
 
He barged his way through and quickened 
away in stunning fashion to win by 2.25-lengths 
in a lightning fast 56.03s. Bohica got second, 
True To Life third. (to Page 8) 

CTS grads bag the Turffontein loot 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

“He’s a horse I’d like to go to war with, the best 
sprinter I’ve ever sat on,” said jockey Grant van 
Niekerk, who had identified Rio Querari as the 
successor to his stablemate Kasimir’s throne.  
 
Bred by Normandy Stud, Rio Querari has won 6 
of 16 starts with 9 places, for prize money  
topping R1,5 million.  
 
He is by Maine Chance Farms’ Oasis Dream 
stallion Querari, out of the Windrush mare Arctic 
Breeze, and was a R625 000 purchase from the 
2018 CTS Ready To Run Sale. 
 
Rio Querari races for Richard Edmundson, Bryn 
Ressell and Jill Warner, and is trained by Justin 
Snaith. 
 
An objection briefly interrupted the post-race 
celebrations of the victorious Joey Soma team 
after Got The Greenlight won the contest that 
was dubbed ‘The Race Of The Titans’. 
 
After being beaten three quarters of a length on 
Second Base, jockey Gavin Lerena objected 
against the victor on the grounds of interference 
suffered at the 1600. But the Stipes overruled 
Lerena’s plea. 
  
Soma bought Got The Greenlight for just R110 
000 off the 2018 CTS April Yearling Sale. The 
popular colt took his earnings to R3 150 500, 
with his eighth win and seven places from  
sixteen starts. 
 
Got The Greenlight is by Varsfontein ace sire 
Gimmethegreenlight (More Than Ready) out of 
the one-time winner Command Chi 
(Commands). 
 
Soma will decide this week on the plans to,  
either travel to KZN early, or leave it to the eve 
of the Durban July at Hollywoodbets Greyville. 
 

capethoroughbredsales.com 
  

CTS grads get loot..from Pg6 
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The Vaughan Marshall-trained Linebacker 
(25-11 favourite) proved his class when  
following his G1 Cape Derby success in 
February, with a win in Sunday’s WSB G2 
KZN Guineas.  
 
He raced home half-a-length clear of  
stablemate Seeking The Stars, with a further 
two lengths to Kommetdieding, but won with a 
bit in hand and the Marshall stable will be  
looking forward with anticipation to the rest of 
the KZN Champions Season.  
 
Seeking The Stars set a good pace, with Tread 
Swiftly, Bartholdi and MK’s Pride in pursuit, and 
Linebacker midfield, seven lengths off.  
Linebacker had plenty of work to do to fetch 
Seeking The Stars in the straight. 
 
But he did so with consummate ease, to the 
extent that jockey Grant van Niekerk looked 
over his shoulder before he had even reached 
the front!  
 
“He is one of a kind, with an amazing  
temperament,” Van Niekerk said after the race.  
“There was a bit of bumping going on and he 
showed his character. He quickened  
instantaneously and I had to wait a while. I 
think he will stay all day.”  

Marshall said: “It’s a big weight off one’s  
shoulders when a plan comes together.  
Linebacker is a special horse, he switches off 
and nothing fazes him.”  
 
Linebacker, a R425,000 buy from the 2019 
Cape Premier Yearling Sale, is by Klawervlei’s 
rising top sire Captain Of All from Thin Red 
Line by Redoute’s Choice. He has earned 
R949,000 for owners Ken and Jane Truter, and 
Cheryl Gabler. 
 

www.capethoroughbredsales.com 

Linebacker ‘lines’ Guineas rivals 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Snaith stars out for a warm up  
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A pilot programme to assess the use of  
saliva testing as a method of screening for 
cocaine and some other banned substances 
is now under way on British racecourses. 

 
The testing method uses oral swabs to provide 
a near-instant indication as to whether  
substances are present in a rider’s system, 
above the existing thresholds. 
 
British racing will become the first major sport in 
Britain to utilise on-the-day screening for 
banned substances through oral swabs, should 
the pilot prove successful. 
 
Under the pilot, any jockey who does not test 
negative would be stood down from riding for 
the day, which brings with it added benefits in 
safeguarding human and equine welfare on 
raceday. 
 
Tests have taken place at Kempton Park on 
Monday and Lingfield Park on Tuesday this 
week, with all jockeys returning a negative 
sample. 
 
The pilot will continue over a period of two 
months, during which time the testing  
methodology and raceday procedures can be 
assessed and improved where necessary, prior 
to a decision being taken as to whether the  
matrix can be rolled out on a permanent basis. 
 
Saliva testing is highly cost effective, and if the 
pilot proves successful there could result a  
significant increase in raceday testing, which 
would be further supported by increased  
budget being allocated to testing. 
  
“Saliva testing is a progressive next step for our 
testing and surveillance of prohibited  

substances. In particular, the fact that it  
provides near-instant results means that we are 
now able to screen for the substance on the 
day of race. 
 
“The fact that it is a more cost-effective  
methodology will also allow us to significantly 
ramp up our testing capacity – something that 
we are supporting further through the allocation 
of an enhanced testing budget.  
 
“This should serve to act both as a deterrent to 
those who might consider using prohibited  
substances and provide reassurance to those 
who are competing on raceday. 
 
“We are grateful to the Professional Jockeys 
Association for working alongside us in  
developing this methodology.  
 
“It is important that it is assessed through a 
substantive trial period before we commit to it in 
the longer term, but this trial period is the final 
step in what has been an extensive process.” 
 
Paul Struthers, Chief Executive of the  
Professional Jockeys Association, who assisted 
with the development of the pilot, said: 
 
“We see the introduction of saliva testing as a 
tremendously important development, and it is 
supported by our members. 
 
“An effective deterrent against the use of  
prohibited substances is an essential piece of 
the jigsaw in terms of keeping our jockeys 
healthy and safe. The increased testing which 
this methodology will allow, alongside the ability 
for on-the-day screening, represents a  
significant step towards that ambition.” 
 
  

 www.britishhorseracing.com 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 

Jockey saliva testing starts in Britain 


