
1 

 

 www.turftalk.co.za  / editor@turftalk.co.za     Tuesday 4 May, 2021 

Got The Greenlight 

The fluent winner of the Premier’s Champions 

Challenge (above) has seen his Merit Rating 

boosted from 124 to 128 following a  

remarkable fifth G1 victory. 

This means that he will now carry 57kg rather 

than 55 in the July assuming current top rated 

Rainbow Bridge takes his place, which he is 

virtually certain to do barring misfortune. 

But the rating of this race is highly  

questionable. The handicappers have used 

third placed Cirillo as the line horse. Not to his 

current mark of 120, but to the 123 he ran to in 

the L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate when he was 

fifth to Jet Dark.  

So the ‘line horse’ in a G1 is being raised three 

points. Hmmmmm.      

In addition Cirillo has no form over 2000m. The 

only previous time he tried the trip, he faded to 

finish eighth in the Cape Met in January. 

Even more hair-raising is the new rating of  

runner up Second Base. He goes from 116 to 

125. 

 

That makes him purportedly the equal of WSB 

Triple Crown hero Malmoos, who beat him very 

comfortably in all three legs of that series, but 

ran way below form here.  

Second Base would now carry 53,5 in the 

Vodacom July. (continues Page 2)  

The new revised ratings following the number of top feature races at the weekend are sure 
to engender much debate among racing people….and throw the cat among the pigeons as 
far as the Vodacom July weights are concerned.  

Greenlight now has 57kg in July 
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To me the way to rate this race is to use the 

winner as the key. The other two main  

protagonists (Summer Pudding and Malmoos) 

have both had busy schedules and clearly ran 

way below best.  

If you ignore them, Got The Greenlight was 

weighted to win comfortably.  

In addition the balance of the field do not have a 

single G1 victory between them.  

If you rate the race this way, Cirillo also runs to 

his actual mark, and Second Base would be 

121, which is far more palatable,  

relative to Malmoos, who admittedly may turn 

out to be well undervalued on 125.   

KZN Guineas 

Following the WSB KZN Guineas (above), the 

first four past the post have all taken significant 

upward adjustments as Gauteng based MK’s 

Pride (119), who was supposed to win on  

prior ratings, but finished a distant fifth, was 

used as key for the race.   

This meant that the Cape based and Klawervlei 

bred first four past the post all took significant 

‘hits’ rating wise - Linebacker (up from 115 to 

124), Seeking The Stars (117-121),  

Kommetdieding (117-120) and Russian Rock 

(114-119). The latter two suffered interference 

early on and are probably better then these 

bare numbers suggest, as is the winner, who 

won about as cosily as is possible.        

All bar Seeking The Stars are July nominees, 

but as things stand they will all still carry the 

minimum of 53 in the showpiece, once again 

assuming Rainbow Bridge takes his place. Not 

to blow my own trumpet (ok, a little), but I did 

suggest straight after the race that the level of 

the Cape Guineas (114) was way too low.   

 

But around the same time I also said that Mike 

de Kock’s then undefeated dual G2 winner 

Mount Pleasant was underrated on 127. He is 

109 now. Horses (and especially their ratings)  

can make fools of us all…..-tt (For the full 

handicappers report back go to Page 6) 

Greenlight now has 57kg in July—from Page 1 
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Cape Thoroughbred Sales graduates  
dominated at Kenilworth on Monday,  
winning five of the eight races.  
(All Pics: Wayne Marks) 

African Rain (above) took the opener fluently, 
for Candice Bass-Robinson and Greg Cheyne.  
 
A Pinnacle Stakes 1200m (Race 3) was  
headliner on the day, and well weighted filly 
Hello Winter Hello made no mistake (below) 

Next up at the other end of the quality scale 
was a four horse Maiden Handicap.  
 
But odds-on favourite Picture The Moment 
(right) narrowly prevailed for Louis Mxothwa. 

Izapha (above) won Race 5 for Grant van 
Niekerk, who also scored in all  three races not 
won by CTS graduates. 

Finally Fynbos (above) defied top weight to win 
Race 6 along with Sandile Mbhele. A luckless 
Richard Fourie ‘outdid’ CTS by recording six 
seconds without finding the winners box! -tt 

CTS graduates run riot at Kenilworth 
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GOT THE GREENLIGHT has had his rating 
raised from 124 to 128 following his  
success in the Grade 1 4Racing Premier’s 
Champions Challenge over 2000m on the 
standside track at Turffontein on Saturday. 

The Handicappers were of the view that 
3rd placed CIRILLO would not have run worse 
here than when he finished 5th in the Grade 1 
LÓrmarins Queen’s Plate at Kenilworth in  
January, where he ran to a mark of 123.   
Accordingly, CIRILLO was used as the line 
horse here to a rating of 123 and therefore 
goes up to that mark from a rating of 120. 
  
The Handicappers felt that this was a  
somewhat conservative view to take 
as CIRILLO has regularly run to marks of 126 
and higher in top flight races, but it was borne 
in mind that Saturday’s event was run at a very 
slow early pace and that – perhaps as a direct  
consequence of this – some of the higher rated 
horses in the field did not perform to  
expectations.   
 
It was also not overlooked that there was  
interference which occurred in the early stages 
of the race, notwithstanding this it was  
considered that CIRILLO has been used on 
many occasions at pattern level as a yardstick 
to rate other pattern winners and as such  
having CIRILLO running lower than the 123 he 
achieved when 5th in the Queens Plate would 
undervalue GOT THE GREENLIGHT’s  
performance on Saturday, relative to other  
pattern winners that have  
beaten CIRILLO.   
 
It must be noted that CIRILLO’s pre-rating of 
120 is as a result of the drops he received due 
to recent below par performances, however, 
the panel believe that CIRILLO appeared to 
have the run of the race and had at least 
equalled his Queen’s Plate performance of 123 
which as mentioned earlier is below his best 

pattern efforts.  It must also be borne in mind 
that the Champions Challenge was run at WFA 
terms and not at handicap terms 
so CIRILLO was not weighted off the 120 rating 
and therefore did not benefit in this race from 
such a ratings drop. 
  
Runner-up SECOND BASE was raised from 
116 to 125, while as already noted CIRILLO is 
up to 123 from 120. There were no other  
increases, but two horses were given a rating 
drop.  SUMMER PUDDING is down slightly 
from 129 to 127, while BARAHIN drops from 
119 to 116. 

 4Racing Computaform Sprint (Grade 1) 
RIO QUERARI (above) has had his rating 
raised from 125 to 130 after he ran out a fluent 
winner of the Grade 1 4Racing Computaform 
Sprint over the straight 1000m course at 
Turffontein on Saturday.  
 
It was felt that in finishing 4.75 lengths off the 
winner at level weights in a Gr1 race  
CHANTYMAN would not have run below the 
rating of 119 which he earned in minor KZN 
events and accordingly used him as the line 
horse, which leaves him unchanged on 119. 
  
In rating the race this way, 
4th placed CHIMICHURI RUN achieves the 
same mark of 123 as when he finished 
3rd behind RIVARINE and RUSSET AIR (both 
unplaced here) in what looked to be a weaker 
renewal of the Computaform Sprint in 2020.  It 
was felt that he would not have run worse this 
time round, and was given a slight drop from 
126 to 125 as an overall re-assessment. 
 
2nd placed BOHICA goes up from 118 to 125 
and would accordingly meet RIO QUERARI on 
2.5 kgs better terms should they face each  
other in a handicap. 
(continues Page 8)   

Handicappers weekend feature report 
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There were increases also for VERNICHEY, 
who is up slightly from 113 to 114, and 
for MIND READER, who was picked up  
from 96 to 105, MIND READER actually  
produced a performance figure of 115.  
  
Aside from CHIMICHURI RUN, there were 
drops for two other horses.  RUSSET AIR is 
down from 121 to 117, while MIRACLE 
FLIGHT drops from 99 to 96. 
  
4Racing Camellia Stakes (Grade 2) 
CELESTIAL LOVE has had her rating raised 
from 105 to 119 after her emphatic win in the 
Grade 2 4Racing Camellia Stakes for fillies and 
mares over 1160m at Turffontein on  
Saturday.  Runner-up SARAH was deemed to 
make for the best line horse here, which leaves 
her unaltered on a mark of 112. 
  
3rd placed SWEET FUTURE goes up from 107 
to 110, while in the only other increase 
4th finisher TROPIC SUN was raised from 107 
to 109. 
  
Three runners were given a ratings 
drop.  RIO’S WINTER is down from 108 to 
106, SINGFORAFA drops to 114 from 117, and 
lastly POOL PARTY was cut from 97 to 95. 
  
4Racing Gerald Rosenberg Stakes (Grade 2) 
NETTA has seen her rating climb from 102 to 
120 following her runaway success in the 
Grade 2 4Racing Gerald Rosenberg Stakes for 
fillies and mares over 2000m at Turffontein on 
Saturday.  Given the strung-out nature of the 
finish, the Handicappers saw no alternative to 
using 2nd placed SPARKLING WATER as the 
line horse, which leaves her unchanged on a 
mark of 109. 
  
The winner aside, there were no increases for 
any other horse, while the only drop 
sees SARAGON trimmed from 104 to 103. 
  
4Racing Gold Bowl (Handicap) (Grade 3) 
DON’T LOOK BACK (right) has had his rating 
raised from 96 to 101 after he captured the 
Grade 3 4Racing Gold Bowl over 3200m at 
Turffontein on Saturday.  It was felt that 
4th placed ODD ROB had run very similarly to 
when he achieved a mark of 91 by finishing 
4th in the Grade 3 Caradoc Gold Cup over 
2850m four weeks earlier and he was used to 
that rating when assessing the Gold Bowl.   
Accordingly, ODD ROB was given a small drop 
and is down from 94 to 93. 

Runner-up SMOKING HOT was fully seven 
pounds or 3.5 kgs under sufferance at the 
weights and accordingly goes up from 87 to 98, 
while 3rd finisher OUT OF YOUR LEAGUE was 
raised from 99 to 101. 
  
There were no other increases, but two horses 
were given a drop.  IMPERIAL RUBY is down 
from 100 to 98, while FACTOR FIFTY was 
dropped from 105 to 103. 
   
World Sports Betting Guineas (Grade 2) 
LINEBACKER has had his rating raised from 
115 to 124 after his victory in the Grade 2 
World Sports Betting Guineas over 1600m on 
the Greyville turf course on Sunday 2 May.   
 
The Handicappers were of the view that 
5th finisher MK’S PRIDE made for the best line 
horse, especially as he earned his rating when 
beating older horses in the Grade 2  
Hawaii Stakes at Turffontein in March, and as 
such his rating remains unchanged on 119. 
  
The Handicappers were also aware of the fact 
that LINEBACKER appeared to win this event 
somewhat more easily than the winning margin 
of 0.60 length suggests and therefore raised 
2nd placed SEEKING TO STARS from 117 to 
121 rather than the 123 he ostensibly achieved 
if the numbers are read literally.   
 
In other words, it was felt 
that LINEBACKER should have a rating which 
is more than one pound superior to that 
of SEEKING THE STARS (who also enjoyed 
the run of the race after avoiding the  
considerable interference suffered by some 
runners approximately 300m after the start.) 
 
Third placed KOMMETDIEDING was raised 
from 117 to 120, while 4th placed RUSSIAN 
ROCK is up from 114 to 119, (to Page 10) 

Handicappers weekend report-from Page 6 
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both horses finishing the race off nicely after 
having little luck in running.  The only other 
raise was for INFINITE WONDER, who 
achieved a 111 but only goes from 74 to 92 to 
keep him in line with the 95-rated TREAD 
SWIFTLY, who finished 1.40 lengths ahead of 
him.  There were no ratings drops for any  
runner in this race. 
 
World Sports Betting Fillies Guineas (Gr 2) 
CAPTAIN’S RANSOM remains unchanged on 
a mark of 126 after she won the Grade 2 World 
Sports Betting Fillies Guineas over 1600m at 
Greyville on Sunday.   
 
It was 4th placed ZARINA who was considered 
to make for the correct line horse, which leaves 
her unchanged on a mark of 107.   
 
In rating the race this way, CAPTAIN’S  
RANSOM only runs to rating of 112, while the 
118-rated runner-up PRINCESS CALLA runs to 
109.   
 
Accordingly, there was no increase for either 
filly. 
  
There were ratings adjustments for 
3rd placed FREE STATE STAR, who goes up 
from 92 to 108, for ONLY THE BRAVE, who 
was raised from 88 to 97, and for HUGS  
ACCEPTED, who is up from 87 to 96.  ONLY 
THE BRAVE and HUGS ACCEPTED only re-
ceived marginal adjustments and actually 
achieved 105 and 104 respectively.   

Two fillies were given a rating’s drop.   MISS 
ELEGANCE is down from 105 to 103, 
while GEE FOR GO also drops to 103 from 
105. 
  
Independent On Saturday Drill Hall Stakes 
(Grade 2) 
RAINBOW BRIDGE remains unchanged on a 
mark of 134 following his impressive win in the 
Grade 2 Independent On Saturday Drill Hall 
Stakes over 1400m at Greyville on  
Sunday.  The Handicappers felt that ULTRA 
MAGNUS would not have run below his rating 
by finishing 3rd in a race of this quality and 
elected to use him as the line horse, leaving 
him unchanged on a mark of 120.  In assessing 
the race this way RAINBOW BRIDGE in fact 
runs only to 130, hence his unaltered rating. 
  
2nd placed CATCH TWENTY TWO was raised 
from 116 to 123, while 4th finisher TRIP TO  
AFRICA who achieves a 118 was only adjusted 
to 114, this makes him two pounds higher 
than SILVER OPERATOR who remains on 
112. The only other increase was 
for SOCRATES, who goes up 102 to 106 to at 
least make him two pounds higher than the 104
-rated PINKERTON, who finished 1.40 lengths 
behind him at level weights. 
  
There were no other increases, but three  
horses received a rating’s drop.  EDEN ROC is 
down from 119 to 118, WILD COAST goes 
from 110 to 108, and lastly SUNSET EYES was 
trimmed from 112 to 111. (NHA press release) 

Handicappers weekend report—from  Page 8 
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Jim ‘Mattress Mack’ McIngvale made what is 
believed to be the largest losing wager in 
horse racing history Saturday, as a $2.4-
million win bet on Essential Quality (Tapit) 
went down in flames as the favorite in the GI 
Kentucky Derby finished fourth.  

But, for McIngvale, there were no wounds to be 
licked. The bet was tied into a promotion at his 
Gallery Furniture Stores in Houston. Anyone 
buying a mattress worth $3,000 or more prior to 
the Derby would get the mattress for free if the 
betting favorite won the Derby.  
 
The promotion was so successful that  
McIngvale sold about 2,000 mattresses,  
making their combined value $6 million. The 
markup on the mattresses was 100%, meaning 
he would have been out of pocket about $3  
million on the mattresses if the horse had won.  
 
Once McIngvale started to do the math, he  
realized he could create what amounted to a no
-lose situation. With Essential Quality going off 
at 2.90-1, McIngvale’s $2.4- million bet would 
have turned into a profit of $6,960,000 had he 
won.  
 
That would have been enough to cover the 
costs associated with giving away so many 
mattresses for free. The defeat meant that 
McIngvale was out $2.4 million, but that is less 
than the near $3 million he made by selling so 
many mattresses.  
 
“I’m very glad I did it,” McIngvale said Monday. 
“It made the store really busy for two weeks. 
Not only did they buy mattresses, they bought a 
lot of other things. In this crazy age of Amazon 
retailing, if we don’t do something that sets us 
apart we’re going to be put out of business by 
the Amazon people or by people that sell these 

inexpensive mattresses in a box. The  
promotion was great for bringing people out. It 
was fun. It’s too bad Essential Quality didn’t win 
but it was an exciting race and I hear the  
ratings were good. It was something that gave 
horse racing a shot in the arm.”  
 
McIngvale has run similar promotions that tied 
into bets he made on the World Series, the  
Super Bowl and the NCAA tournament. He 
made a successful $3.46-million bet on the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers to cover the spread in 
this year’s Super Bowl. “I was really amazed to 
find that out that we sold as many mattresses 
for this as we did for the Super Bowl,” he said.  
  
“The people in Kentucky were very happy that I 
bet all this money on track,” he said. “I could 
have gone to Las Vegas and bet the money 
with someone out there or bet it offshore. If I 
did that, the track would have gotten nothing.  
 
“I wanted to support the ecosystem of horse  
racing so I made the bet at Churchill Downs. 
That way we maximized the amount of money 
that horsemen got, that the ecosystem got. It’s 
crazy that some people in the horse racing 
business bet with a bookie or go offshore to a 
place like Costa Rica. They’re not supporting 
racing.”  
 
(Seems ‘open bet’ exists in the US too! -tt) 
 
Prepared to bet more than the $2.4 million, 
McIngvale had $4 million wired to Churchill 
Downs before his arrival. He made his bets 
over time and in increments, starting with a 
$500,000 wager on Friday. (to Page 14) 

Biggest loser ever…....and still a winner 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Last year’s Vodacom July winner Belgarion (left) under Grant van Niekerk, and L’Ormarins 
Queen’s Plate hero Jet Dark with Richard Fourie go through their paces prior to racing at 
Hollywoodbets Greyville on Sunday. (Photo: Candiese Lenferna) 
Belgarion runs in the G2 WSB 1900 on May 16, while Jet Dark is due to make his  
reappearance on June 12 in the G1 Gold Challenge.   

Snaith stars out for a warm up  
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

“We wanted to seed the money into the pool 
where it wasn’t such a shock to the system,” he 
said.  
 
“I didn’t want to bet it all early and I didn’t want 
to bet it all late. I wanted to give the betting  
public a chance to react to my bet.” 

 
With the money having been wired to Churchill 
before the race, McIngvale wasn’t required to 
make his wagers through a mutuel clerk.  
 
He did, however, make a $100,000 win bet at 
the windows that was staged for the benefit of 
the NBC cameras.  
 
McIngvale said he will consider bringing the  
promotion back for future runnings of the Derby.  
 
“The difference between this bet and the sports 
bets is the best you’re going to do on a sports or 
football bet is +140 or +150,” he said.  
 
“With this, I got +280 on the favorite. That’s a 
pretty good deal. The problem is that not too 
many horse races can handle a bet that big.”  
 

thoroughbreddailynews.com 

Biggest loser..from Pg 12 

To the horror of many mattress buyers,  
Essential Quality (left) is fourth  Pic: Horsephotos 


