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Nelson Mandela and Frederick Willem De Klerk 

were jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, 

Bill Clinton became the 42nd US President, 

Sea Hero won the Kentucky Derby, Mick 

Kinane won the Epsom Derby on Commander-

In-Chief, Pete Sampras won Wimbledon, 

Audrey Hepburn and Arthur Ashe passed away 

and an ounce of gold cost $391. 

It was also the year when jockey Anton Marcus 

- then 23 years old - won his first Durban July 

scoring on Tony Millard's runner, Dancing Duel. 

In a driving finish, he beat home Gaelic Find 

and Flaming Rock. 

Since then Anton has chalked up four more 

July successes - El Picha (2000), Dunford 

(2005), Hunting Tower (2007) and Do It Again 

(2018). 

It's around this time of the year that I get on the 

phone to ask about his intended July mount - 

sadly, he may not have one in 2021 as a knee 

problem could rule him out for the season. 

(continues Page 2) 

1993 was a momentous year, writes David Mollett. 

Marcus likely to miss July 
Marcus’ most recent Vodacom July win on Do It Again in 2018  
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Of course, Justin Snaith would have offered him 

the ride on Do It Again, but he's a 16-1 chance 

in the ante-post market and I fancy the Durban 

based rider would have been looking for a 

younger runner. 

Rascallion - nominated a while ago in this  

column as my early July fancy - would have 

been on his short-list despite a below-par run in 

the Sledgehammer at Scottsville. 

Prior to Sunday's Guineas at Hollywoodbets 

Greyville, I was considering taking some 12-1 

about The Gatekeeper for the July. Luckily, I 

didn't place a wager as the full-brother to 2014 

victor, Legislate, proceeded to trail in eight 

lengths behind Linebacker. 

So - despite being out of a sprinting dam -  

Linebacker is very much in the July picture. 

However, after chatting to Vaughan Marshall on 

Friday, I'm quite happy with my ante-post 

voucher of 4-1 a place (Lance Michael paying 

five places) on stablemate, Rascallion. 

Vaughan said: "I hope he makes the July - he 

will run in the Daily News 2000 - but I suppose 

it's in the lap of the gods. I feel that the  

Scottsville race may have come too soon after 

the gelding and travelling (from Cape Town)." 

"What weight he might carry in the July has to 

be determined, but I'd be happy with something 

like 53,5 kg." 

And a jockey? "I'll decide on that once we get 

in, but it's likely that Grant Van Niekerk will ride 

Linebacker." 

A 10-point post-mortem on Saturday's 

Turffontein meeting: 

1. Got The Greenlight fully deserves his position 

as 4-1 favourite for the July. 

2. Muzi Yeni now has a big chance of becoming 

the second black jockey to win the July.  

Interestingly, in the same year (2013) that 

S'manga Khumalo won on Heavy Metal, Muzi 

said in an interview: "The thought of finding the 

next special horse that will carry me into the Gr 

1's - and ultimately the July - is what inspires 

me. 

In Joe Soma's four year-old, he has found that 

special horse. 

3. Hats off to Colin Gordon and his team - they 

had done their homework ahead of the launch 

of 4Racing on Saturday. Even visiting trainers 

Justin Snaith, Candice Bass-Robinson and 

Brett Crawford - were singing from the same 

hymn sheet in their praise of the meeting. 

4. If a pundit had suggested before the  

4Racing Premier's that Malmoos would be 

beaten over six lengths and Summer Pudding 

over four, they would have been carted off to 

the looney bin. The disappointment was that 

the predicted three-horse war never  

materialised. 

5. Best quote: Justin Snaith's comment that - on 

previous visits - he had "found the people arro-

gant and the vibe terrible" but it had now 

changed. Sure, we might be a bit like Chicago, 

but we locals love our city. 

6. Was the first reaction of Paul Peter to "skip" 

the race - in hindsight - the right call? 

7. There had to be some merit to Gavin  

Lerena's objection as the deposit was refunded. 

8. A memorable meeting for Laurence Wernars 

and his partners. Celestial Love wins the  

Camellia Stakes, True To Life third in the  

Computaform and Second Base got the  

R187 500 second cheque in the Premiers. 

9. Two beaten favourites, Malmoos and South 

Boy, hurt backers. Gallic Princess, who 

trounced Rio Querari last July, won't see  

another rand of mine after going to post 

scratchily and running accordingly in the  

Camellia Stakes. 

(Continues  Page 4) 
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10. Stuart Pettigrew again demonstrated his 

talent with ExpressfromtheUs's sixth career win. 

Unfortunately, the July will be a bridge too far. 

Recent Sadness 

The passing of popular owner, Costa Livanos, 

who graced the sport for more than four  

decades. 

Mike De Kock got it right when commenting on 

his website that "Costa loved his horses and 

enjoyed a good bet." 

That's no maybe as Costa - and his late brother 

Lolly - loved nothing better than landing a coup 

with the bookies. 

Though he had a top horse in Gang Related 

who won seven races, perhaps his biggest  

success came with Flirtation in the 2010  

Summer Cup.  

Nico Kritsiotis was the commentator that day 

(hopefully 4Racing will realise he's an important 

cog) and it was almost a whispered call as the 

De Kock inmate was a rank outsider. "Yes, I 

think it's Fliratation - can you believe it, Flirtation 

is going to win." 

Noble Secret was another decent horse to sport 

Costa's colours but he wasn't an easy horse for 

tipsters to catch right so the same was probably 

the same for his owner. 

Costa's passing is further proof that racing has 

many charismatic characters. 

Recent Happiness  

When I read in Turf Talk that Callan Murray had 

signed for Brett Crawford's stable, it was a  

reason to be happy. 

On his return from Singapore, the world looked 

at the feet of the Kensington-born (same  

suburb as my first house purchase in SA) 

youngster with Mike De Kock giving him many 

plum rides. 

Then - like a centre-forward losing his  

goalscoring touch in football - it all seemed to 

go downhill for Callan. He would often have a  

solitary ride at a meeting. A ridiculous situation 

for a guy won three Gr 1 races on Champions 

Day in 2017. 

The 24 year-old has been quick to point out that 

Mike De Kock has been "the springboard for 

the great opportunities and high-points in my 

short career to date." 

It's to Brett Crawford's credit that he spotted 

Callan's fortunes looked on the wane on the 

Highveld and - having seen what he could do 

on decent horses - realised he just needed to 

get his confidence back. 

"It's a terrific professional opportunity with a top 

yard," Callan told Winning Form.  

Expect him to start firing home the winners. 

 

 

Marcus likely to miss July—from Page 2 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

In an incredible breeding feat, the first four 
past the post in yesterday’s WSB Guineas at 
Hollywoodbets Greyville were all produced 
by Klawervlei.    

Not surprisingly, this is the first time the farm 
have managed this remarkable achievement, 
which cannot have been recorded many times 
before  in South Africa, if at all. 
(Such statistics are extremely difficult to verify) 
 
“It is a huge privilege and joy to produce the first 
four colts home in the Guineas!  There are many 
people involved who have made this possible. 
Everyone from our farm staff, to the trainers, 
their staff, jockeys, owners, farriers and vets.  
 
“And of course to these four highly talented  
thoroughbred racehorses. We revere you in the 
highest possible way. You have made history!”  
 
Klawervlei CEO John Koster was  
understandably a very proud man when  
contacted for comment this morning. –tt 

Klawervlei G2 Quartet 
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 Joe Soma and partner Sandy Gill enjoy Got The Greenlight’s great victory on Saturday.  

Workriders warm up for Saturday 

Pic—Candiese Lenferna 
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FRANKIE Dettori made it a stunning  
weekend for the golden oldies at Newmarket 
when bagging his 20th Classic. 
 
The legendary jock steered Mother Earth to  
victory in the 1000 Guineas - just 24 hours after 
54-year-old Kevin Manning won the 2000  
Guineas. 

 
Fan favourite Dettori turned 50 in December, 
but he is showing no signs of slowing down. 
 
When he won his first Classic, John Major was 
prime minister, the Channel Tunnel had just 
opened and Swindon Town were in the Premier 
League. 
 
More than quarter of a century on, Dettori’s  
influence on the sport is still as huge as his  
personality. 
 
He said: “I was super excited to win that! I  
didn’t have the pressure to ride the favourite 
and had a very willing partner on a filly who I 
knew would give me everything. 
 
“Aidan gave me a lot of confidence this morning 
and said to forget about Santa Barbara and just 
ride my own race.  
 
“He told me to get cover and I did and like I 
said I forgot about the favourite and just kicked 
at the top of the hill. 
 
“I knew she’d stay really well and I won - it’s as 
simple as that! It’s my 20th Classic at 50 years 
old. I’m only 10 behind Lester Piggott now so 
I’ve got plenty of time! 
 
“It’s great to do it at Newmarket. I’m extremely 
happy and I got lucky to get that ride.  
 

“Lester was 56 so I’ve got six years left and 
Kevin won yesterday - come on the oldies!” 
 
Dettori is a freak of nature, and his winner 
Mother Earth (10-1) looks to have a bright  
future after storming to success on  
Newmarket’s hallowed turf. 
 
All the talk leading into the race was about  
Aidan O’Brien’s first-string Santa Barbara. 
 
But the 5-2 joint favourite had no answers as 
her stablemate swept by at the furlong pole and 
held on from Jane Chapple-Hyam’s improving 
filly Saffron Beach (9-1). 
 
Plunge horse Alcohol Free, who was backed 
into 5-2 from double figure prices, was back in 
fifth. 
 
O’Brien, who now has 39 British Classics of his 
own, said: "Mother Earth is a very good filly, 
she always was. 
 
“She is very consistent. She had a great run in 
America on her last run last year and she's very 
professional - we're delighted. 
 
"It was a little unfair to Santa Barbara to come 
(after one run), but we had to come. With a 
view to coming back for the Oaks, she had to 
run. Santa Barbara was just green in the dip - 
but after having one easy run, it was a great 
run. 
 
"It's great to have Frankie on board Mother 
Earth. What can you say - he's an unbelievable 
rider."      thesun.co.uk 

Frankie chasing Pigott after 20th Classic 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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 A horse that came with a $1000 price tag as 
a yearling has landed Hall of Fame trainer 
Bob Baffert a record seventh victory in the 
Kentucky Derby. 
  
Ridden by John Velazquez, Medina Spirit 
(15/1) led throughout at Churchill Downs,  
holding off Mandaloun by half a length in a 
thrilling conclusion to the 147th running of the 
Kentucky Derby. 
 

Just one length covered the first four across the 
line, with Hot Rod Charlie nosing out favourite 
Essential Quality, who entered the race  
undefeated from five starts, to grab third.  
  
Medina Spirit had been virtually unwanted 
when he came through the sales ring as a  
yearling. There was just one bid, with $1000 
being the minimum amount accepted to 
start the auction. (continues Page 13) 
  

Baffert’s $1000 yearling wins Kentucky Derby 

Pic-Horsephotos 
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“I was the only one to bid on him, and I  
remember his owner/breeder coming over to 
thank me for buying him, and I told her the colt 
would show back up at a two-year-old sale," 
Christy Whitman, who was the original  
purchaser of the colt, told Kentuckyderby.com.  
 
The colt did return to the sales ring a year later, 
this time fetching $35,000 with Zedan Racing 
Stables the successful bidder.  
 
Medina Spirit entered the Kentucky Derby with 
two wins and three seconds from his five starts, 
including a second to Rock Your World in the 
lead-up in the G1 Santa Anita Derby. 
 
Rock Your World was sent around as second 
favourite in the Kentucky Derby but finished 
well back in 17th place.  
 
It was a record-breaking day for Bob  
Baffert, becoming the first trainer to win the 
Kentucky Derby for a seventh time.  
 
It also made it back-to-back wins after  
Authentic claimed the race in 2020.  
 
His first victory in the race came in 1997 with 
Silver Charm.  
 
"I just can't believe it, it hasn't sunken in yet," 
Baffert said following Medina Spirit's victory.  
 
"I love the record and all that, but it's one of 
those things, I'm just so thrilled because when 
you win it, you never know if you're going to be 
back because it's so difficult."  
 
He said Medina Spirit was full of heart.  
"I'm so spoilt, bringing these heavy duty horses 
in here, but I'll tell you, that little horse has got a 
heart, such a big heart."  

"I couldn't be prouder of my team, but that little 
horse, he wanted it today. He doesn't know 
how much he cost."  
 
The Kentucky Derby carried a prize pool of 
$3 million with $1,860,000 going to the winner. 

Baffert’s first Kentucky Derby victory was in 
1997 with  the legendary Silver Charm, who 
went on to also win the Preakness and Dubai 
World Cup during an illustrious career.  

And the now 27-year-old is still going strong.  
 
The blue-collar hero (above) is  
living out his days at the Old Friends equine 
retirement home in Kentucky. –tt 

Baffert’s $1000 yearling wins Derby-from Pg 12 

Silver Charm going strong 


