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The tragedy is that this grade 1 event will be 

held behind closed doors, but racing fans 

throughout the country will be glued to their TV 

sets to see who comes out on top. 

With Summer Pudding and Malmoos both  

unbeaten at the city track and Got The  

Greenlight a winner of four grade 1 races, the 

three runners go to post boasting outstanding 

form at the top level. 

From a tipster’s point of view it’s not a race for 

anyone to sit on the fence and having  

supported Malmoos through each of his Triple 

Crown races, Mike de Kock’s three-year-old 

gets my vote to beat Got The Greenlight and 

Summer Pudding. 

Of course, it’s the view of De Kock that punters 

want to hear. On Thursday, he told Business 

Day: “We’ve had a long season but I really  

believe he’s on the up — I’m leaning towards 

Got The Greenlight as the one to beat.” 

De Kock and Luke Ferraris have not put a foot 

wrong since the colt’s return to the highveld, 

not only capturing the Triple Crown but the 

R2m bonus into the bargain. (to Page 2) 

Mouth-watering — that’s the best description of Saturday’s clash between top performers 
Summer Pudding, Malmoos and Got The Greenlight in the 4Racing Premier’s Champions 
Challenge at Turffontein, writes David Mollett.  

Malmoos to win epic battle  
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The son of Captain Al heads the market for the 

Vodacom Durban July on July 3, but the eight-

time champion trainer has warned it is no  

certainty that he will make the trip to Durban. It 

would be unwise to place an ante-post bet. 

The July is definitely the target for Got The 

Greenlight (above), who gave Belgarion a run 

for his money in the 2020 race. It has been a 

good year for 33-year-old jockey Muzi Yeni and 

he will be more than happy to bank the jockey’s 

cut of Saturday’s first purse of R450,000. 

After Summer Pudding’s win in the Empress 

Club Stakes on April 17 — her ninth at  

Turffontein — trainer Paul Peter told the media 

he was thinking of “skipping” the Challenge as 

he felt the race might come too soon. 

However, after consulting with the filly’s owners, 

there has been a rethink. On Monday, Peter 

said: “She came through her last race extremely 

well. Normally, she takes races a lot harder, but 

this time she had no problem.. Even so — to 

use an oft-used criminal term — that still raises 

a “red flag”. Both Malmoos and Got The  

Greenlight have had four weeks to recover from 

their last outing. 

It is going to be an intriguing tactical battle  

between champion Warren Kennedy, Yeni and 

Ferraris. There are no stamina limitations about 

the trio so Ferraris might again make an early 

move as he did in the Derby. 

The other six contestants in this 2,000m event 

may as well stay at home. However, fourth is 

worth R37,500 and this placing may be fought 

out by stablemates Cirillo and Tierra Del Fuego. 

Perhaps the best way to bet on the race is to 

take the exacta. For example, if you are one of 

Summer Pudding’s many fans, take her to win 

from Malmoos and Got TheGreenlight. It will be 

a surprise if the exacta doesn’t pay at least R4. 

S’manga Khumalo is facing an enforced  

holiday, but he has strong chances on Sheela 

(SA Nursery) and Don’t Look Back (Gold Bowl). 

His main rival in the latter race is Got The 

Greenlight’s stablemate African Adventure. 

The popular jockey should also not be far away 

on Eyes On Tiger in the Work (to Page 4)

Malmoos to win epic battle—from Page 1 
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Riders versus Jockeys Challenge which brings 

down the curtain on the 10-race card. South 

Boy is the selection — another good mount for 

Yeni. 

Sunday’s racing at HollywoodbetsGreyville will 

throw plenty of light on the forthcoming big  

races in KwaZulu-Natal — the Guineas will  

reveal if Kommetdieding is the superstar many 

believe him to be.  

It will be worth watching the run of The  

Gatekeeper carefully — his Cape Derby third  

suggests he could go well in the  

July. 

Gavin Lerena will be delighted he has a good 

draw on Catch Twentytwo in the Drill Hall 

Stakes. 

The stablemate of Summer Pudding looks 

worth a serious bet judged on his close second 

to Malmoos in the Gauteng Guineas. 

Courtesy of Business Day.  

      

Malmoos to win Epic battle—from Page 2 

         Molly’s Turffontein selections   

 1st Race: (3) Winter With Jo (1) Fisher King  
(5) Happy And Glorious (2) Noble Striker 
2nd Race: (11) Battle Force (2) Ikigai  
(1) ExpressfromtheUS (9) Full Mast 
3rd Race: (9) Under Your Spell (7) Shield Of 

Roses (5) Heavens Girl (1) Cold Fact 
4th Race: (9) Sheela (6) Smorgasbord  
(2) Pyromaniac (3) Retallick 
5th Race: (2) Gallic Princess (8) Sweet Future 
(9) Celestial Love (5) Tropic Sun 
6th Race: (1) Running Brave (4) Seehaam (6) 
Sparkling Water (2) Kelpie 
7th Race: (2) Rio Querari (4) Russet Air  
(6) Bohica (9) True To Life 
8th Race: (8) Malmoos (1) Got The Greenlight 
(7) Summer Pudding (2) Cirillo 
9th Race: (5) Don't Look Back (1)  African  
Adventure (7) Smoking Hot (6) Odd Rob 
10th Race: (8) South Boy (1) Eyes On Tiger 
(14) I Dream Of Genie (2) Lazy Guy 

Summer Pudding at home.  

IF YOU WISH TO SUBSCRIBE,  OR 
WANT A PAST ISSUE, CLICK BELOW  

www.turftalk.co.za  

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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It’s not often a “small” trainer gets a graded 
double on a “big” race day, but on Saturday 
Joe Soma is aiming to do exactly that – for 
the second time in a month. 
 
Not that there’s anything small about Soma, 
except for the size of his yard.  
 
His two superstars, Got The Greenlight (above)
and African Adventure, will be in action in the  
G1 4Racing Premier’s Champions Challenge 
and the G3 4Racing Gold Bowl respectively. 
 
Having won the Horse Chestnut Stakes and the 
Caradoc Gold Cup respectively beginning of 
April, both these runners are in tip-top condition 
to repeat that feat. 
 
But Soma might even go one better, as Happy 
And Glorious, his other runner on Saturday who 
finished a close second on Derby Day, could 
well record his maiden victory on Saturday. 
 
“We are running the same three horses we did 
on Derby Day and all three have come through 
their preparation very well,. 
 
“Happy and Glorious has improved, there is no 
doubt that Got The Greenlight is fitter than he 
was for the Horse Chestnut, and African  
Adventure is a better horse over 3200m than 
he is over 2400m.” 
 

Got The Greenlight comes up against Triple 
Crown winner Malmoos and Equus Horse Of 
The Year Summer Pudding, so his task is  
considerably more difficult. 
 
“It’s the first time since his comeback (on 6 
March) that we’ve had four weeks without any 
interference in his work, He is definitely fitter, 
but then he has to be because we are taking on 
a lot stronger this time round, and over 2000m.” 
 
Soma believes his runner, together with  
Malmoos and Summer Pudding, are three of 
the best runners in the country over 2000m: 
“We are looking forward to the challenge and 
it’s wonderful to be part of it. There are three 
true champions here.” 
 
With Malmoos being a three-year-old and  
Summer Pudding a filly, Got The Greenlight 
does give weight away: “But I’m not really  
worried about the weight. It is a hard race, but if 
you want to take on the best, you can’t hide  
behind weights.” 
 
“I would love a nice, even gallop throughout. 
Not fast and furious, but too slow and it turns 
into a sprint and horses get caught.” 
 
Asked what his biggest concern is, the trainer 
paused, and then said “nothing”, followed by a 
laugh: “I’m trying to think what I’m worried 
about, and nothing comes to mind.” (to Page 8) 

Soma seeks big race double double 
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That can only mean that everything is going 
exactly according to plan and that he is  
confident of another champion performance 
from his superstar. 
 
“If we get beat, we’ll get beaten by a  
champion. On the other hand, if you want to 
be the best, you have to beat the best.” 
 
Although African Adventure will be carrying 
61kg on his marathon trip of 3200 around 
Turffontein where the horses will pass the  
finishing post twice, Soma is not too concerned. 
 
“He is way better over 3200 than he is over 
2400, He’s been over further than 2400 twice, 
and on both occasions, he won by 7 lengths.” 
 
According to Soma the St John Gray-trained 
Don’t Look Back, with S’manga Khumalo in the 
saddle, is the biggest danger: “I’m expecting a 
match race between the two.” 
 
Khumalo, who steered African Adventure to 
victory in the Caradoc Gold Cup, will be  
replaced by Muzi Yeni. 

“I’m happy to have Muzi on,” said Soma,  
explaining that Khumalo’s agent prefers he ride 
for Gray on the day.  
 
“In fact, I’m going with Muzi throughout the day. 
Muzi has won on the horse twice.”        

www.tabonline.co.za-Danie Toerien  

Soma seeks double double-from Pg 6 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

A much younger Joe Soma with another  of his champions Special Preview in 1995.  

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

A bizarre case of jockey betting has  
resulted in an eight-year disqualification for  
Daniel Jack Smith, formerly known as Terry 
Treichel. 

Smith rode as Treichel in New South Wales 
and Queensland for many years before  
relocating to the Northern Territory. 
 
On December 18 last year, TRNT stewards 
commenced an inquiry into a report relating to 
Treichel allegedly placing bets on horses he 
was riding at the Alice Springs meeting  
conducted on December 6, 2020. 
 
That initial inquiry led to stewards uncovering 
further information about Treichel's alleged  
betting activities. 
 
"... an expanded audit of multiple betting  
accounts, analysis of the forensic imaging of 
mobile phone data and extensive reviewing of 
races conducted in the Northern Territory  
between July 2019 and December 2020 ... 
identified betting activity," the stewards' report 
read. 
 
The investigation also led to the startling  
revelation that Treichel had changed his name 
to Daniel Jack Smith by deed poll, but was still 
riding under the name Terry Treichel. 

"(It was) established that whilst Terry Treichel 
has been licensed and riding as a jockey under 
that name, he had previously changed his 
name by deed poll and is now identified as 
Daniel Jack Smith and he has been operating 
the betting accounts under that name." 
 
Stewards discovered that the veteran jockey 
was riding as Treichel, but betting as Smith, 
and he was subsequently hit with 32 charges 
relating to betting and false declaration. 
 
Smith pleaded guilty to two charges under 
AR229(1)(h) in that after changing his identity 
by deed poll, he made false declarations to 
TRNT on April 29, 2019 and May 27, 2020 
when submitting jockey licence applications. 
 
He received an overall disqualification period of 
three years. 
 
On the betting charges, encompassing bets on 
races he was riding in as well as other  
thoroughbred races, stewards determined that 
an overall penalty of a five-year disqualification 
was appropriate. 
 
"This is a unique set of circumstances not seen 
before in Australian Racing," the stewards'  
report stated. 
 
"The coveting of a change of identity and  
subsequent volume of betting whilst licensed as 
a jockey is unprecedented." 
 
Stewards determined that the two  
disqualification periods must be served  
cumulatively rather than concurrently, meaning 
the total penalty for all 32 offences is an eight 
year disqualification backdated to commence 
from December 18 last year. 
 
Smith was advised of his right to appeal.   
 

punters.com.au 

Bizarre name change jockey gets 8 years  
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Denied by Sky Darci in an epic BMW Hong 
Kong Derby (2000m) last month, Russian 
Emperor and Panfield will resume a  
burgeoning rivalry at Sha Tin on Sunday  
(2 May) when the classy imports clash in the 
G3 Queen Mother Memorial Cup Handicap 
(2400m) at Sha Tin. 
 
Eclipsed by only a head in the 21 March  
Classic, runner-up Russian Emperor (#7 below) 
was chased to the line by Panfield, who  
finished 3rd, beaten only 3/4 of a length. 

The performances of both horses left both 
Douglas Whyte (Russian Emperor) and Tony 
Millard (Panfield) pondering what might have 
been with more favourable passages late in the 
race. 
 
Rather than dwelling on the past, Whyte is  
confident Russian Emperor – a son of Galileo 
and champion Australian mare Atlantic Jewel – 
has recovered fully from rigours of the Derby. 

“He’s come out of the Derby really well. I gave 
him an easy time after that and I’ve set him up 
for this race. He trialled (on 20 April) really well, 
I’m happy with the way he came out of that trial 
and it’s looking very positive for the weekend.”  
 
Given the Irish-bred colt’s stout performances 
in England, where he was seventh in the  
psom Derby (2405m) last year for Aidan O’ 
Brien, Whyte is confident the four-year-old will 
cope with Sunday’s assignment. 
 
“On his pedigree and on his form overseas, 
2400 metres should be fine. Obviously, Hong 
Kong injects a lot of speed into horses. He 
showed that last time in the Derby when he 
was sitting up there in third and fourth whereas 
before that he couldn’t keep up,” Whyte said. 
 
“It’s going to be a learning test and experience 
for all of us but the way he’s working he should 
get the distance. 
 
“I put the blinkers on purely to take hold and 
focus, and that’s the reason for that, so there’s 
no worries about him settling. 
 
“It’s more about him showing the turn of foot 
that he showed last time. You can extend these 
horses over a distance and sometimes they 
don’t have the same turn of foot. But he’s got 
the stamina to offset that. 
 
“If he runs well, he’ll head to the (Standard 
Chartered) Champions & Chater (to Pg 14) 

Millard and Whyte butt horns in Hong Kong G3 
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Striking grey undefeated Kentucky Derby favourite Essential Quality enjoying bath time 
ahead of the big day on Saturday. 

Workriders warm up for Saturday 
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Cup (on 23 May) and then be done for the  
season and we’ll look to better things for next 
season.” 
 
Russian Emperor (124lb) will jump from gate 
seven under Karis Teetan (right) in a race  
headed by Caspar Fownes’ (below) Columbus 
County (133lb), while last year’s winner  
Chefano (123lb) departs from gate 12 for Blake 
Shinn. 

 
Dual Derby-winning trainer Tony Millard (below) 
has no staying concerns over Panfield, a triple 
G1-winner in Chile, including success in the  
El Ensayo Mega over 2400m. 

“He’s come back well, I’m particularly happy 
with him. He pulled up well from the Derby,” 
Millard said. “He was a touch unlucky in the 
Derby and I think he’s coming into this race 
well. The distance is not a problem. He’s won 
over that distance before in Chile.” 
 
Panfield (121lb) will start from barrier three for 
Joao Moreira. 
 
“Joao is particularly happy with him. He rode 
him in the barrier trial (23 April) and he’s happy 
with the way he’s going,” Millard said. “The  
opposition is quite tough. We’ve got the Derby 
second horse (Russian Emperor), he’s the 
boom horse.” 
 
Sunday’s (2 May) 11-race fixture at Sha Tin 
kicks off at 12.30pm (6:30am SA time) with The 
Argonaut Plate (1000m), a contest for Griffins. 
 

racingnews.hkjc.com 

Millard and Whyte butt horns-from Pg 12 
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