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“It’s a new environment, but fortunately she’s 

had a gallop at Greyville. She’s well, and we 

expect her to run to her ability.  

“Princess Calla is a good filly, and has had a 

run, but our filly is a freak. They’re lucky she’s 

not running in the colts Guineas!” commented 

Justin Snaith.    

“We are expecting quite a bit of rain, which is a 

concern. But if the going is soft or heavy it 

wouldn’t be a problem for her. On the other 

hand, if they move to the poly, then I scratch 

and the race can go ahead without us,”        

continues Snaith, who faced just such a  

situation in Port Elizabeth recently. 

As for future seasonal plans, Snaith insists that 

nothing will be discussed until this first hurdle is 

out of the way.   

Jockey Richard Fourie meanwhile, has a wholly 

more poetic interpretation. 

“The little princess has arrived at the ball, and I 

expect her to run up to her normal (to Page 2)

While the WSB Guineas on Sunday looks a hotly contested affair, the Fillies version  
appears cut and dried. The KZN unveiling of Captain’s Ransom, perhaps the most exciting 
of many an exciting young prospect in South Africa at present will make the popular bet a 
‘Pick 5’ for most punters on this occasion.  

Ransom will be paid….again  
Fourie and the Snaith brothers savour Captain’s Ransom’s stunning Majorca Stakes win. Pic: Wayne Marks. 
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standards. She’s doing very smartly at home,” 

was how he expressed himself.  

As could be expected, Snaith is also well  

represented in the other two G2 features. The 

Gatekeeper runs in a high-class renewal of the 

WSB Guineas. 

“It’s obviously a prep, but I am expecting to see 

something. He was a little disappointing in the 

Cape Derby, but is not far off the very best 

three-year-olds. I’m very happy where he is, but 

he is just taking time, and is a late developer,” 

he says about the Nic Jonsson owned Dynasty 

colt.    

“You’ve got MK’s Pride from Joburg and all 

the Cape guys, so we’re going to hammer it 

out and see.” 

Of course a notable absentee from the Guineas 

is Snaith’s 130 rated L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate 

winner Jet Dark, also owned by Jonsson. 

“With the drop in stakes it just doesn’t warrant 

bringing out a horse like that, and he wasn’t 

quite ready anyway. He will gallop on the day 

before the first, along with Belgarion, if the  

conditions allow, and the Gold Challenge is his 

main mission. He is absolutely flying at home.” 

And here I was thinking Jet Dark was being 

kept away from The Gatekeeper to protect the 

latter from a potential weight penalty for the 

Vodacom July…….     

“Well, you’ve worked out the math,” states 

the conditioner with a chuckle. 

Fourie meanwhile seems to be in a  

philosophical mood.  

“The Gatekeeper is doing very well, but is in a 

very competitive field. I make Linebacker the 

one to beat. This is a super group of three-year-

olds, and the enforced break during the hard 

lockdown a year ago may have been a blessing 

in disguise, giving these horses time to  

develop.”  

In the Independent On Saturday Drill Hall 

Stakes, both Wild Coast and Pinkerton look up 

against it, but Snaith sees some hope.  

“A lot of the higher rated horses are using this 

as a prep, while Pinkerton has been prepped 

for this race.  

“And Wild Coast won the Guineas here last 

season, so my two both have upset  

potential. Punters should be careful in this 

race.” 

And he also likes a bit of his other runner on the 

day – G2 placed filly Trickster, who runs in a 

Pinnacle Stakes over 1400m.  

“She only had one gallop into her last run, and 

should now be back to best. With 56kg and the 

inside draw she’s a big contender.” 

It should be a day to remember all round. –tt 

Ransom will be paid….again—from Page 1 

Captain’s Ransom gallops at Greyville last week 

The Gatekeeper (right) defeats Golden Ducat 



3 

 



4 

 

A herd of about 15 horses escaped from a 
paddock and were seen galloping on the N2 
highway northbound between motorists in 
Umhlali near Salt Rock on the KwaZulu-
Natal north coast on Wednesday. 
 
An employee from an animal rescue farm in 
Umhlali, who did not want to be named, said 
the horses had escaped from a paddock at a 
neighbouring farm. 
 
Social media platforms were buzzing with alerts 
about the horses, which were shared by  
concerned motorists. 
 
Marshall spokesperson Andreas Mathios said 
the security company had received various  
notifications from WhatsApp groups to warn 
motorists who were travelling in the vicinity of 
the N2 north that there were horses on the 
highway. 
 
“Through the various networks it was then 
found out that the horses had actually been 
captured and brought to safety,” he said. 
  
He said IPSS Medical Rescue was also alerted 
to the incident. 
 
In a statement on social media, IPSS  
spokesperson Paul Herbst said nearby vehicles 
were dispatched to assess the situation and 
how it could be safely managed after they  
received calls from concerned motorists. 

“On arrival of units, it was established that the 
horses had safely left the roadway, without  
incident,” he said. 
 
The animal rescue worker said the horses’ 
owners were a much-loved family who were 
very experienced with horses. 
 
“Our community raced to support and help get 
the horses to safety, It was an emotional but 
heart-filling moment to see the love from  
humans today to help them. So many people 
came to help,” she said. 
 
She said her phone rang non-stop with people 
offering help. 
 
“The horses are safely at home and are ok.”  
 
She called on motorists to slow down and to be 
kind and caring when they see animals on the 
road. 
 
She said animals can easily get afraid,  
especially when they encounter loud trucks, car 
hooters and general traffic noises.  
 
She said that while motorists may hoot in alarm 
at the sight of an animal on the road, this would 
raise the animal’s stress levels and could cause 
them to flee, which could lead to further harm. 
 
Watch Video Here 

  iol.co.za  

Happy ending after horses gallop on N2 

https://i.rmbl.ws/s8/2/v/0/5/N/v05Nb.aaa.mp4?b=1&u=qnnu%20type=
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Trainer Gavin Smith will defend his East 
Cape Nursery title on Friday after Global 
Drummer (above) was victorious in this 
Listed race for 2 year-olds last year. 
 
Smith will saddle Cruzador and Norton Sound 
in the R85 000 race over 1200m. 
 
It is the feature race (race 7 of 8) at the meeting 
and six runners will face the starter at 16:00. 

Last year’s winner will also be in action at the 
meeting. Global Drummer runs in race 6 – the 
Tab Telebet MR 97 Divided Handicap – over 
1200m. 
 
The first race is off at 12:30. –Henk Steenkamp 
 
Glen Kotzen’s Cape raider Silver Salmon is 
priced up favourite. He ran subsequent hugely 
impressive G3 winner Cosmic Highway to a 
head on debut, before cruising in next time out, 
and looks likely to take some beating with 
Grant van Niekerk up. –tt 
 
RECENT WINNERS 
EAST CAPE NURSERY 
2020: Global Drummer 
2019: Viking Moon 
2018: Madame Speaker 
2017: Fort Winter 
2016: Oomph 
2015: Captain Swarovski 
2014: Shine Like A Star 
2013: Seattle Storm 
2012: Greenacre 
2011: In A Rush 
2010: Asian Emperor 
2009: Bartolini 

Gavin Smith defends Nursery title 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Morning line favorite Essential Quality (2-1 
above) has drawn post position 14 for the 
147th edition of the Kentucky Derby. The  
undefeated juvenile Champion has won all 
five of his starts, including gutting out a win 
after stretch-long battle in his final prep 
over Highly Motivated in the G2 Blue Grass 
Stakes.  
 
A homebred son of Tapit for Godolphin,  
Essential Quality (above) will be ridden by Luis 
Saez and is the first Derby starter for reigning 
champion trainer Brad Cox. 
 
“It got a little nerve wracking with both horses 
still to go and the rail still being out there,” Cox 
said. “I think it'll be a good spot. He's got good 
tactical speed that he'll be able to get into a 
good position from there.” 
 
(The Kentucky Derby will go as the day's 
12th race with an 00:57am Sunday post time 
in South Africa.)   
 
In addition to Essential Quality, Cox will have 
one other runner in the starting gate: 
Juddmonte's Mandaloun (15-1). Winner of the 
Risen Star (G2), Mandaloun will be ridden by 
regular pilot Florent Geroux and break from 
post seven. 
 
The odds were 7-1 that trainer Todd Pletcher, 
with four Kentucky Derby contenders, would 
draw both the rail and the outside post in the 20
-horse field. As it happens, his G1 Florida  

Derby winner Known Agenda (6-1, third choice) 
drew the inside under Irad Ortiz, Jr. while  
longshot G2 Wood winner Bourbonic (30-1) is 
on the outside under Kendrick Carmouche. 
 
“Obviously it's not what we were hoping for,” 
Pletcher said. “But, of course, this is one of the 
things you can't control. With the new (20-stall) 
gate, we're hopeful that things will be better 
than they were in the past and the post won't 
be that bad. He had an inside trip in the Florida 
Derby and he handled it very professionally.” 
 
Pletcher will have two other runners in the gate: 
Repole Stable, Phipps Stable and St. Elias  
Stable's Dynamic One (20-1), and WinStar 
Farm and CHC Inc.'s Sainthood (50-1). Jose 
Ortiz will be aboard Dynamic One and break 
from post 11 and Corey Lanerie has the mount 
on Sainthood and exit post five. 
 
Second choice on linemaker Mike Battaglia's 
morning line at 5-1 is Hronis Racing and David 
Talla's undefeated Santa Anita Derby (G1)  
winner Rock Your World. 
 
Trained by John Sadler, Rock Your World has 
won all three of his starts with the first two  
coming on grass. Joel Rosario, who won the 
2013 Kentucky Derby on Orb, has the mount 
Saturday and will break from post 15. 
 
Roadrunner Racing, Boat Racing and Strauss 
Bros Racing's Hot Rod Charlie is the fourth 
choice at 8-1. (to Page 10) 

Unbeaten Kentucky Derby fav draws 14 



9 

 



10 

 

          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Trained by two-time Kentucky Derby winner 
Doug O'Neill, Hot Rod Charlie captured the 
Louisiana Derby (G2) in his most recent start 
and closed 2020 with a runner-up finish to  
Essential Quality in the Breeders' Cup Juvenile. 
Flavien Prat, winner of the 2019 Kentucky  
Derby on Country House, has the mount and 
will break from post nine. 
 
“We (the trainer and his sizable contingent of 
owners, including five former college football 
players who are in their 20s) decided we were 
going to give it a pump no matter what post we 
drew,” O'Neill said. “But we're delighted with the 
nine. It's a real good post. And the way they 
load this field, it means we won't be standing in 
the gate very long. They'll put us in, then one 
other and we're gone. We're really happy with 
it.” 
 
One other trainer will be seeking to add his 
Kentucky Derby win total and it could be a  

record-breaker. Bob Baffert is tied with Ben 
Jones for most Kentucky victories with six and 
goes wiith Zedan Racing Stables' Medina Spirit 
(15-1). Runner-up in the Santa Anita Derby in 
his most recent start, Medina Spirit will be  
ridden by three-time Kentucky Derby winner 
John Velazquez and break from post eight. 
 
Another rider trying to add to his Kentucky  
Derby victory total is Mike Smith. Smith, a two-
time winner including the most recent Triple 
Crown winner Justify, has the call on Winchell 
Thoroughbreds' Midnight Bourbon (20-1) for 
trainer Steve Asmussen. 
 
Asmussen will have one other entrant in the 
race: Arkansas Derby (G1) winner Super Stock 
(30-1) who is owned by his father Keith  
Asmussen and Erv Woolsey. Ricardo Santana 
Jr. has the mount on Super Stock and will 
break from post 18. 

www.paulickreport.com 

Kentucky Derby fav draws 14-from Page 8 
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Scanning the entry list for the G1 Queen Anne Stakes at Royal Ascot on 15 June reveals a 
familiar name, now trained by William Haggas…..here’s hoping and dreaming! 

Workriders warm up for Saturday 
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A post-mortem report into the death 
of Anthony Van Dyck (above) has found that 
had the horse’s fetlocks been CT scanned 
in the lead-up to last year’s Melbourne Cup, 
it may have identified the potential for  
serious injury. 
 
That finding is “one of the key drivers” behind 
Racing Victoria’s adoption of 41 new safety 
measures announced on Wednesday, which 
includes more rigorous screening of  
international horses. 

 Among the new measures, all internationals 
who travel to Melbourne will undergo  
mandatory pre-travel and post-arrival CT  
scanning, as well as scanning following any 
lead-up run before the Melbourne Cup. 
 
Lead-up runs for the internationals have been 
capped to one event, meaning the connections 
of horses will have to choose whether they run 
in the Caulfield Cup, Moonee Valley Gold Cup 
or Geelong Cup, for example, should they wish 
to run before the Cup. (to Page 14) 

Tragedy drives big Melbourne Cup travel changes 
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Just 24 imports will be allowed at Werribee, 
down from a maximum uncapped number of 
41 horses in 2018. 
  
Horses that have had a previous major fracture 
or orthopaedic surgery will be denied travel to 
Melbourne. 
 
The Werribee quarantine centre will be retained 
despite opinion from leading vets such as Dr 
Rob McInnes, who believe the tight contours of 
Werribee have contributed to significant injuries 
and deaths in the spring carnival, and calls 
from former Victoria Racing Club chairman 
Amanda Elliott for Racing Victoria to establish 
its own quarantine facility. 
 
But the depth of Werribee’s sand-fibre track will 
be increased and the crossing will be upgraded 
on the turf track, with one day a week to be 
nominated for horses to work only in a  
clockwise direction. 
 
The CT scans of all horses will be reviewed by 
a panel of Racing Victoria appointed experts, 
including a specialist in equine surgery, an  
international specialist in equine surgery and a 
specialist in veterinary diagnostic imaging,  
before being passed fit. 
 
Just three Melbourne Cup runners were CT 
scanned before last year’s race and Anthony 
Van Dyck was not one of them, despite the 
horse being diagnosed with proximal  
suspensory desmitis in all four limbs on  
October 9. A nerve block was used on the 
horse on that day as a diagnostic tool to identify 
where the horse was sore. 
 

But while the PSD was considered unrelated to 
the fatal fractures Anthony Van Dyck suffered 
in the race, the post-mortem report found a CT 
scan may have identified the potential for  
serious injury. 
 
The review group also looked into altering the 
distance of the Melbourne Cup, limiting the 
maximum weight carried in the race and limiting 
the speed at which trainers exercise their  
horses but found insufficient evidence to war-
rant recommending changes. 
  
Despite the exhaustive measures, Racing  
Victoria chairman Brian Kruger said the 
measures could not fully prevent another death 
in the Melbourne Cup. 
 
“I don’t think we can guarantee it,” he said. 
 
“What we’re aiming to do with these  
recommendations is make a significant  
reduction in the likelihood of it happening. 
We’re confident they will do that, but this won’t 
be the end of it. 
 
“We hope it doesn’t, but if it happens again 
we’ll try to understand the causes and if we 
need to do things differently we’ll do things  
differently. The safety of our horses is a priority 
for us.” 
 
Victorian racing minister Martin Pakula  
welcomed the new safety measures and  
described the announcements as “a positive 
step forward” for the industry. 

amp.smh.com.au 

Tragedy drives Cup changes-from Page 13 
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