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Self-taught by way of trial and error and  

applying the skills gleaned from relevant study 

material over 30 years, he now has a  

formidable success rate and his services are in 

high demand, locally and  

internationally.  

Malan’s natural affinity with horses, coupled 

with his confidence, knowledge and incredible 

patience is not something acquired overnight.  

His experience gained working with a number 

of the legends among South African  

thoroughbreds including Dynasty, Variety Club, 

Jay Peg and more recently Legislate, Abashiri,  

Hawwaam and Do It Again, speaks volumes.  

“If a problem horse is treated the same every 

day, your results will stay the same,” he says. “I 

change methods to suit the horse after  

assessing it, and I change again until I see  

results.”  (See www.malandutoit.co.za) Here is 

our snap Q&A with Malan: 

1. Full Name: Daniel Malan du Toit 

2. Date of Birth? 11/3/1960 

3. Steak or Sushi? Sushi 

4. Superstitions? If I take a bet (not often), I 

don’t bet on horses I have worked with 

5. Fav Holiday Destination?  

Onrusrivier near Hermanus 

6. Beer or Wine? Wine 

7. Who inspires you the most?  

My wife, Finnie (continues Page 2) 

MALAN du Toit has risen to prominence in South Africa and abroad due to his remarkable 
success with problem horses, from Thoroughbreds to Saddle horses to Lippizaners.  

Malan du Toit in a nutshell  
Malan du Toit with champion Variety Club—‘a difficult horse on his day’. 

http://www.malandutoit.co.za
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8. Thoroughbred or  warmblood?  

Thoroughbred, less complicated 

9. Left-handed or right-handed?  

Right-handed 

10. Rolex or Breitling? Tag Heuer 

11. What annoys you the most? People  

without the necessary expertise and experience 

selling themselves off as “horse whisperers”. 

12. Any hidden talents/party trick? I get very 

vocal and philosophical after a glass or two of 

wine, and start telling stories. 

13. Funniest person you have ever met?  

Andrew Fortune 

14. Monty Roberts or Own Principles?  

My own 

15. Favourites Sport? Rugby 

16. What is your biggest phobia? Snakes 

17. Most embarrassing moment?  

In my early years  I  worked  with  a  horse  

called  ‘Big Appetite’. After my first sessions 

with him he finished a short-head second.  

In his next run, I thought I had him taped, he’d 

win easily. But he refused to jump. And then he 

kicked me. One never stops learning, stay     

humble. 

(Big Appetite died a maiden –tt) 

 

18. Biggest influence? Dr Andrew McLean 

19. Quick fixes or slow, progressive work?  

There are no quick fixes, as often portrayed in 

the media. Training is a slow, logical and step 

by step process. A horse’s brain can only  

process a certain amount of information in a 

single session. 

20. Would you rather be a psychologist or a 

horse therapist? Horse therapist, no doubt 

 

21. Most famous horse worked with? Variety 

Club, also a difficult horse on his day. 

 

22. Most troublesome horse worked 

with? Kenzo, an Arabian stallion, in Belgium 

2012. 

 

23. Business class or economy? Another   

superstition. I sit at the very back of the plane, 

in economy. 

24. Your star sign? Pisces 

25. Single or Taken? Taken! 

26. Bath or Shower? Shower 

27. Read or Netflix? Read 

28. Would you rather ask for permission or 

ask for forgiveness? Permission 

29. Who would you nominate to these?  

Candice Bass-Robinson, Mike de Kock and  

Adam Azzie. 

 

Who is the most promising up-and-coming 

horseman in your field of expertise? 

Mike Shaw, who has a natural feel for it and 

works using scientific principles. 

 

Favourite charity: I donate to Animal Shelters. 

From www.internationalracing.club 

 

   

       

        

 

 

Malan du Toit in a nutshell—from Page 1 

Hawwaam-another ‘client’ of Malan’s 

https://www.internationalracing.club
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After the Workriders Maiden Day at Turffontein yesterday, James Maree poses with the 
three most successful riders.  Phenisile Mongqawa, Chamu Mabaya and Joe Gwingwizha 
can now concentrate on Saturday’s historic James Maree Work Riders vs Jockeys  
Challenge at Turffontein, where they go up against the professionals for the first time.   

Workriders warm up for Saturday 

Pic-JC Photos. 
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Reader Stewart Ramsay contributed an  
excellent piece on the marketing of racing a 
while back, and now has a value bet for the 
Vodacom July.   
 

<><><><><><><><><><> 
 I have just read David Thiselton’s excellent  
beginners guide to the July. 
 
On the subject of July weights a highly  
interesting horse is Running Brave. She is at  
50-1 but with 52,5 kgs she is the horse  
handicapped to win the race.  
 
Last time out she finished three quarters of a 
length behind Summer Pudding at level 
weights. 
 
In the July Summer Pudding will have to 
give Running Brave 5.0kgs!!!!   
 
That will surely reverse the result. 
 
There is a further form line concerning the two 
 
In the Summer Cup Running Brave finished 2.5 
lengths behind Summer Pudding and in the  
July Running Brave meets Summer Pudding on 
3.0kgs better terms than applied in the Summer 
Cup.   
 
Once again enough to reverse the decision. 

In the Met Running Brave finished 6.75 lengths 
behind Rainbow Bridge and also meets him on 
5,0 kgs better terms in the July.  
 
There is another important factor – Running 
Brave is unbeaten over the Greyville 2000  
metres – two runs – two wins. 
(So is Summer Pudding—tt) 
 
She is due to race on Saturday and it will be 
interesting to see how she goes. But at present 
10-1 a place is available on Running Brave for 
the July – could be the best bet of the race. 
Kind regards. Stewart Ramsay.  

Reader makes Brave July selection 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Running Brave wins the G2 Gold Bracelet at Greyville in July 2019—a race she went on to defend last year. 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Phumelela is pleased to announce that 4Racing, the new racing operator in waiting, will 
sponsor Champions Day at Turffontein on Saturday 1 May. 
 
The purpose of the sponsorship is to launch the 4Racing brand to the wider industry, while  
simultaneously bolstering prize money for the day’s seven feature races. 
 
Colin Gordon of 4Racing said “We are extremely excited to launch 4Racing at a race meeting that 
sees the equine champions congregate at Turffontein for the climax of the Highveld  
Summer-Autumn Feature Race Season. The Premier’s Champions Challenge looks like it’s going 
to be an absolute thriller with Got The Greenlight and Malmoos hopefully set to lock horns. 
 
“Equally exciting, and in line with 4Racing’s commitment to the upliftment of all horseracing’s  
participants, the day will also play host to the inaugural Highveld Work Riders versus Jockeys 
Challenge, which we have decided to name The James Maree Challenge in appreciation of the 
enormous commitment he has made to this initiative over many years. This event will see the top 
eight work riders take on the eight leading jockeys in a points-based competition in a R150,000 
race down the Turffontein straight,” added Gordon. 
 
Looking to the future he said: “While there are still a number of regulatory approvals to be  
concluded before the Phumelela transaction completes, we believe that the time is right to come 
to the party by sponsoring this major race meeting in the interests of the stakeholders in the sport.” 
 
Details of 4Racing’s sponsorship of Champions Day are below. 

 
  
 

Race 

Gr

ad Advertised Stake      Added Stake Revised Stake 

Premier’s Champions Challenge 1 R500 000,00 R250 000,00 R750 000,00 

Computaform Sprint 1 R500 000,00 R250 000,00 R750 000,00 

SA Nursery 2 R200 000,00 R50 000,00 R250 000,00 

SA Fillies Nursery 2 R200 000,00 R50 000,00 R250 000,00 

Camelia Stakes 2 R200 000,00 R50 000,00 R250 000,00 

Gerald Rosenberg Stakes 2 R200 000,00 R50 000,00 R250 000,00 

Gold Bowl 3 R150 000,00 R50 000,00 R200 000,00 

  R1 950 000,00 R750 000,00 R2 700 000,00 

4Racing gives big boost to Champions Day Stakes 

x-apple-data-detectors://0
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There are some striking pedigrees on the 
auction sheet for the 2021 CTS Mare and 
Mixed Sale, due to be held on Thursday, 20 
May at De Grendel Estate, with online  
participation enabled via Meerkat.  
 
The entries can be viewed on https://
capethoroughbredsales.com/sales/2021-mix 
 
Grant Knowles, Marketing and Bloodstock  
Director of CTS, described this as a “power  
catalogue for breeders”, and on inspection it is 
easy to see why.  
 
Three of the regular Top 5 broodmare sires of 
the last four racing seasons are well  
represented in Jet Master (3 lots), Western 
Winter (3) and Captain Al (11), with regular Top 
10ers Silvano (5), Trippi (6) and Dynasty (3) 
adding to the quality.  
 
The majority of the mares on offer were  
covered during the 2020 breeding season. 
 
Add to this the names of well performed fillies 
Helen’s Ideal, Kissable and Mrs O, a host of 
well-bred weanlings, three unraced two-year-
olds, and a promising three-year-old in training, 
and this auction becomes an item to be  
diarised in capital letters! 
 

Notable lots include … 
Lot 74 : Secret of Victoria : one of South  
Africa’s best-performed broodmares, dam of 
champions All Is Secret and The Secret Is Out 
(below), has been covered by Vercingetorix, 
and is being sold by the BBP Syndicate, along 
with her available progeny.   

Lot 109 : Unnamed 2020 Secret Of Victoria, by 
William Longsword.  
 
Lot 119 : Naval Secret, who was a winner as a 
two-year-old last season, and looks to have 
plenty of racing left in him.   
 
Lot 83 : Transcend : Arguably the most  
promising of champion broodmare sire Jet 
Master’s daughters, who has had her first  
covering by Dubawi’s son, Erupt. (to Page 10) 

Quality and variety at CTS Mare sale 

Recently retired dual listed winner Helen’s Ideal is on the sale. Pic: Wayne Marks. 

https://capethoroughbredsales.com/sales/2021-mix
https://capethoroughbredsales.com/sales/2021-mix
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

She comes from a family of good European 
stayers and is being offered by Maine Chance 
Farms. 
 
Lot 49 : Leste : is an unraced mare from the 
close family of sire-of-sires Lomitas, also from 
Maine Chance Farms. She has been covered 
by Danon Platina (JPN). 
 
Lot 57 : New Money : a young unraced mare 
from the family of Cinnamon Sugar and 
Greenacre, is among a wide variety of Captain 
Al mares from champion breeders, Klawervlei 
Stud. She has been covered by the young  
Uncle Mo sire, Royal Mo (below). 

 
Lot 78 : Storm Report : another young Captain 
Al mare from Klawervlei, whose relations  
include Polar Moon, Silver Operator and  
Putontheredlight. She has been covered by 
Potala Palace. 
 
Lot 60 : Penny Royal : a Listed-placed mare, 
hails from the family of champion fillies Princess 
Victoria and Princess Calla, and is on offer by 
Maine Chance Farms. She has been covered 
by What A Winter. 
 
Lot 3 : Always Dancing : a winning mare by 
Oratorio from Ridgemont/Highlands, comes 

from an impeccable female line of Sarabande 
(Mardi Gras, Chesalon, She’s A Giver, La  
Volta, et al). She has been covered by Danon 
Platina. 
 
Lot 16 : Circle Of Speed : dam to a winner over 
the past weekend – Full Velocity – who looks 
destined for better. 
 
Lot 93 :  Unnamed 2020 Consequentially : a 
nicely-bred filly on offer by Klawervlei, sired by 
William Longsword, and just the second foal of 
Consequentially, whose own dam, Consensual, 
produced champion filly Just Sensual (below). 

Lot 118 : Girl Interrupted : an unraced daughter 
of promising and recently off-the-mark stallion 
Quasillo from Girl From Grenada, whose eight 
winners so far include Girl On The Run and  
Sabadell. 
 
The variety at this sale means that breeders 
from the entire spectrum, big or small, will be 
able to find something suitable for their  
respective farms. 
 
Save the date : 20 May! 
For more information please contact : 
Grant Knowles: grant@cthbs.com 
Amanda Carey: amanda@cthbs.com 
Download the Meerkat app to register (before 
19 May) and to bid on 20 May. 

Quality and variety at CTS sale-from Pg 8 
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Japan’s top female rider Nanako Fujita 
(above) will join the legendary Yutaka Take 
as a torchbearer ahead of this summer’s  
delayed Olympics. 
 
Fujita, 23, will carry the Olympic flame during 
its passage from the cities of Kiyose to Fuchu, 
running a leg in Fuchu City as it proceeds to 
Tokyo racecourse on July 14. 
 
“It is a great honour to be able to participate in 
the torch relay as one of the athletes,” said  
Fujita, quoted by Sponichi Annex. “I am very 
excited. I am grateful to be able to participate in 
the torch relay even in Corona.” 
 

Take, 52, is scheduled to run the relay in Shiga 
prefecture on May 28.  
 
The 19-year-old rider Naomi Hama has already 
run a stage in Shimanto City, Kochi Prefecture. 
 

www.horseracingplanet.com 

Japanese jocks to carry Olympic torch 
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