
1 

 

 www.turftalk.co.za  / editor@turftalk.co.za     Monday 26 April, 2021 

Saturday is of course Champions Day at 

Turffontein.  

And while there are no less than seven Stakes 

races on the day, main course at the banquet 

is undoubtedly the 4Racing Premier’s  

Champions Challenge over 2000m.  

It’s just sad that a line-up of this quality is for a 

relatively paltry R750,000, and that was only 

possible due to the welcome late injection of 

extra funds across the board by 4Racing.  

In 2019 this race was worth R4m, while last 

year immediately following the hard lockdown 

stakes plummeted to R425,000.  

Such are the times we live in. But enough of 

sad tidings…  

Three giants clash 

For triple crown winner Malmoos, last season’s 

Equus horse-of-the-year Summer Pudding, and 

quadruple G1 winner Got The Greenlight are 

going to clash on weight-for-age terms.  

And if that prospect doesn’t get your blood up 

then I think it is time you packed in the racing 

game.   

Summer Pudding is weighted to win  

comfortably on official ratings, with her mark of 

129, and receiving a sex allowance of 2.5kg 

into the bargain.  

But her mark was achieved when winning a 

rather strange Summer Cup where half the field 

were beaten by a distance, and (to Page 2)

Declarations for two of the races of the 20/21 season were finalised this morning and take 
place this weekend – one at Turffontein on Saturday, and the other at Greyville on Sunday. 

 Two races-of-the-season this weekend 
Triple Crown hero Malmoos takes on older rivals for the first time. 
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third placed Tree Tumbo was over seven 

lengths adrift, despite the race being a  

handicap.  

Summer Pudding has never run near to 129 in 

any of her other starts, so her rating is a bit 

questionable. But she has won a remarkable 11 

out of 12, with the only defeat coming away 

from Turffontein, so she remains a major player.  

But she now takes on the best four-year-old, 

and best three-year-old colt in Gauteng.  

Got The Greenlight is as game and consistent 

as they come, and has won a G1 at two, three 

(twice) and four. He oozes class and perhaps 

still needed his latest in the Horse Chestnut, 

where he cruised into the lead but came under 

a little pressure late from fast finishing and 

mega-talented youngster Copper Mountain.  

Despite giving away weight to the other two he 

will be a major player. 

But I suspect Mike de Kock’s brilliant  

sophomore Malmoos will be tough to deny. The 

superbly athletic son of Captain Al looks  

something very special indeed, and would be a 

confident first selection at this early stage.  

One thing that could get messy post-race are 

the revised ratings, as the two colts have every 

possibility of taking a hike in weights allocated 

for the Vodacom July if they beat Summer  

Pudding.    

Classy three-year-olds clash 

Then a day later the KZN Champions Season 

goes into overdrive, with the WSB Guineas the 

race to get pulses racing. This race always  

establishes some reputations and diminishes 

others, as the elite of their  

generation from all of the major centres come 

together and establish a pecking order.     

 

As has been well documented, undefeated  

Seabiscuit-like underdog Kommetdieding has 

been  romantic story of the season so far.  

Sihle Cele has ridden him to each of his five 

wins, and deservedly does so again, although 

this is the only ride he has secured on the day. 

The son of Elusive Fort has something of the 

‘freak’ about hm, and I expect his record to  

remain unblemished.    

But he will have to beat both the Cape Guineas 

and Derby winner, as Russian Rock and  

Linebacker are both among the nine acceptors.  

Gauteng raider MK’s Pride is another feelgood 

story in himself for first time owner Koos Nkale. 

The Willow Magic colt is best weighted with a 

rating of 119, but may be his very best over 

1400m. Having said that he certainly wasn’t 

disgraced in his only previous attempt at this 

trip when runner up to stable companion Catch 

Twentytwo in the Dingaans. He defeated Got 

The Greenlight last time out, and deserves the 

ultimate respect here.  

But perhaps the primary threat to  

Kommetdieding is Vaughan Marshall’s Seeking 

The Stars (above). The Vercingetorix colt made 

a most impressive start to his KZN campaign 

when winning the G3 Byerley Turk easily last 

time, and this speedy type looks tailor made for 

Greyville. 

In addition, this race appears to be his primary  

target for the KZN campaign. 

But he also has to prove he gets the mile after 

a slightly flat effort in the Cape Guineas. But I 

think that was just a bad day. –tt 

Races-of-the-season this weekend—from Pg 1 
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Tonight’s Breeding To Win show (sponsored by gggaming.bet) covers many interesting 
stories. They chat to owner Ron Caris who had his first double after many years racing. 
Callan Murray moves to Cape Town, and the April G Fox groom of the month goes to Felix 
Makanda (above) from Paarl Diamant Stud. Tune in at 7 30 pm, on Tellytrack Channel 249.  

Tune in for Breeding To Win tonight 
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Lot 75 
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THE VODACOM DURBAN JULY is not a true 
handicap as there are some  
conditions.  
 
At the time of publication of the weights the  
following rules apply:  
“The weights shall not exceed 60kg and shall 
not be less than 52kg.”  
“The maximum weight for four-year-old and  
older females is 59kg and the maximum weight 
for four-year-old and older males is 60kg.”  
“The minimum weight for females is 52kg and 
the minimum weight for males is 53kg.”  
“The maximum weight for three-year-old fe-
males is 56kg and the maximum weight for 
three-year-old males is 57kg.”    
 
The weight for age allowance for a three-year-
old at the time of the VDJ is 2kg (equals four 
merit rated points).  
 
Therefore, if the highest rated horse Rainbow 
Bridge remains on 134 and presuming that will 
be the highest merit rating in the race then:  
 
1) the three-year-old females will carry half-a-
kilogram more than 52kg for every point their 
merit rating is above 122.  
2) the three-year-old males will carry half-a-
kilogram more than 53kg for every point their 
merit rating is above 124.  

3) the four-year-old and older females will carry 
half-a-kilogram more than 52kg for every point 
their merit rating is above 118.  
4) the four-year-old and older males will carry 
half-a-kilogram more than 53kg for every point 
their merit rating is above 120.  
5) a three-year-old male who is rated 132 or 
more (and not above 134) will carry 57kg.  
6) a three-year-old female who is rated 130 or 
more (and not above 134) will carry 56kg  
7) a four-year-old or older female who is rated 
132 or more (and not above 134) will carry 
59kg.    
 
There is one scenario in which a three-year-old 
female, three-year-old male or four-year-old or 
older female can carry more than 56kg, 57kg or 
59kg respectively and that is if they are the 
highest rated horse in the race.    
 
The relevant clause in that case is: 
“Notwithstanding 2 and 3 above (i.e the weight 
minimum and maximum rules), the Handicap-
per will raise all weights proportionately to 
60kg.”  
 
This happened in 2016 when three-year-old 
Abashiri on 117 was the highest rated horse in 
the race, two points higher than the 115 of the 
highest rated four-year-old or older horse 
French Navy. (continues Page 8) 

Beginner’s guide to the Vodacom July weights  

S top youngster  

Justin Snaith cleverly smuggled Belgaron in with the minimum 53kg a year ago . Pic: Candiese Lenferna. 
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Phumelela is pleased to announce that 4Racing, the new racing operator in waiting, will 
sponsor Champions Day at Turffontein on Saturday 1 May. 
 
The purpose of the sponsorship is to launch the 4Racing brand to the wider industry, while  
simultaneously bolstering prize money for the day’s seven feature races. 
 
Colin Gordon of 4Racing said “We are extremely excited to launch 4Racing at a race meeting that 
sees the equine champions congregate at Turffontein for the climax of the Highveld  
Summer-Autumn Feature Race Season. The Premier’s Champions Challenge looks like it’s going 
to be an absolute thriller with Got The Greenlight and Malmoos hopefully set to lock horns. 
 
“Equally exciting, and in line with 4Racing’s commitment to the upliftment of all horseracing’s  
participants, the day will also play host to the inaugural Highveld Work Riders versus Jockeys 
Challenge, which we have decided to name The James Maree Challenge in appreciation of the 
enormous commitment he has made to this initiative over many years. This event will see the top 
eight work riders take on the eight leading jockeys in a points-based competition in a R150,000 
race down the Turffontein straight,” added Gordon. 
 
Looking to the future he said: “While there are still a number of regulatory approvals to be  
concluded before the Phumelela transaction completes, we believe that the time is right to come 
to the party by sponsoring this major race meeting in the interests of the stakeholders in the sport.” 
 
Details of 4Racing’s sponsorship of Champions Day are below. 

 
  
 

Race 

Gr
ad
e Advertised Stake      Added Stake Revised Stake 

Premier’s Champions Challenge 1 R500 000,00 R250 000,00 R750 000,00 

Computaform Sprint 1 R500 000,00 R250 000,00 R750 000,00 

SA Nursery 2 R200 000,00 R50 000,00 R250 000,00 

SA Fillies Nursery 2 R200 000,00 R50 000,00 R250 000,00 

Camelia Stakes 2 R200 000,00 R50 000,00 R250 000,00 

Gerald Rosenberg Stakes 2 R200 000,00 R50 000,00 R250 000,00 

Gold Bowl 3 R150 000,00 R50 000,00 R200 000,00 

  R1 950 000,00 R750 000,00 R2 700 000,00 

4Racing gives big boost to Champions Day Stakes 

x-apple-data-detectors://0
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Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

The handicappers therefore had to allot 
Abashiri  (below) the maximum weight of 57kg 
for a three-year-old and then calculate the rest 
of the weights from that starting point.  

This meant French Navy ended up with 58kg 
after the three-year-old weight for age allow-
ance had been factored in.  
 
The weights were then all dragged up to 60kg, 
meaning Abashiri had to carry 59kg.    
 
However, this year the key merit ratings,  
presuming Rainbow Bridge stands his 
ground at the time of the publications of the 
weights and is still merit rated 134, are:  
118 for older females;  
120 for older males;  
122 for three-year-old females;  
124 for three-year-old males.  
 
Trainers would ideally want their charges to be 
on those respective merit ratings or below  
because otherwise they are going to have to 
carry more than the minimum possible weight 
for their respective age and gender.  
 
As things stand the horses who will be carrying 
more than the minimum possible weight for 
their age and gender are:  
 
Rainbow Bridge                                   (134) 
60kg;  
Belgarion                                             (130) 
58kg;  
Do It Again                                          (129) 
57.5kg;  
Summer Pudding                                 (129) 
57.5kg;  
Golden Ducat                                      (128) 
57kg;  

Jet Dark (3yoc)                                   (130) 
56kg;  
Got The Greenlight                              (124) 
55kg;  
Sovereign Spirit                                   (124) 
55kg;  
Captain’s Ransom (3yof)                     (126) 
54kg;  
Malmoos (3yoc)                                   (125) 
53.5kg;  
Running Brave                                    (119) 
52.5kg  
 
The horses who will be carrying the minimum 
possible weight for their age and gender  
without being under sufferance are:  
 
Cirillo (120) 53kg; War Of Athena (122) 
52kg;  
 
Common terminology which describes the 
above two cases is: “War Of Athena/Cirillo 
sneaks into the handicap with the  
minimum  weight”.  
 
So as it stands only 13 horses are “in the  
handicap”. The other 41 are all “under  
sufferance.”  
 
Of course a lot can change as the merit ratings 
will be affected by the many big races between 
now and June 15, the day on which the weights 
are published for the big race.  
 
The weights cannot change between June 15 
and the big race date, July 3.  
 

goldcircle.co.za-David Thiselton 
  

Beginner’s guide to July weights-from Page 6  

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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The Qipco British Champions Series has 
welcomed its first inductees into the new 
Hall of Fame, with Lester Piggott and 
Frankel the two racing greats honoured. 
 
The creation of the Hall of Fame – which will 
initially be an online project but for which there 
is the ambition to create a physical version in 
time – was announced last week and its first 
members have been presented with  
commemorative medals.  
 
Piggott, 85, the rider of a record nine Derby 
winners, received his award at home in  
Switzerland 
 
He said: "It's an honour to become the first 
jockey – and the first person – to be inducted 
into the Qipco British Champions Series Hall of 
Fame and I'm truly delighted to receive this 
special medal. 
  
"I feel fortunate to have spent many brilliant 
years riding such incredible horses and I'm 
touched to see my story so well preserved 
through this initiative. 
 
"The Hall of Fame is a terrific concept and 
something that racing has deserved for so 
many years.  
 
“Our sport has such an incredible history and I 
hope that this provides an opportunity for many 
others to learn about it." 

Piggott added: "It's only right that Frankel is the 
first horse to be inducted into the Hall of Fame. 
He did everything so easily and was the best by 
far during his time. He is the one horse that I 
wish I could have ridden." 
 
The Hall of Fame is designed to celebrate 
the modern history of Flat racing in Britain 
stretching back to 1970 – the year Piggott won 
the Triple Crown aboard Nijinsky – and it is  
perhaps unsurprising British Champions Series 
poster boy Frankel is the first equine entry, 
even though Dancing Brave is the highest-rated 
horse since international classifications began 
in 1977 on 141. Frankel ranks co-second on 
140 with Alleged and Shergar. 
 
Frankel was trained impeccably by the late Sir 
Henry Cecil to a perfect career of 14 unbeaten 
starts, and his Hall of Fame inclusion was  
welcomed by Sir Henry's widow and successor 
at Warren Place, Lady Cecil. 
 
"I'd say Henry would be very proud of Frankel 
being inducted into the Hall of Fame, as am I," 
she said. "He'd say it was a fitting tribute  
because Frankel had such a brilliant racing ca-
reer. It's been a privilege to have been involved 
with the horse and it was such a pleasure to be 
around him on a daily basis with everyone at 
Warren Place. I always remember Teddy 
[Grimthorpe] said, 'Don't forget to enjoy it', and 
that's exactly what we did." 
www.racingpost.com 

Pigott and Frankel first into hall-of-fame 

Lester Pigott shows off his hall-of-fame medal.  Pic: Lorenz Richard. 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Vincent Ho Chak-yiu made Champions Day 
his own, claiming Group Ones aboard  
Golden Sixty and Loves Only You to put the 
finishing touches on a 13-month period 
where all his dreams have come true. 

After winning last year’s Hong Kong Derby 
aboard Golden Sixty, Ho landed his first Group 
One with Southern Legend in the Champions 
Mile 12 months ago before snaring the Hong 
Kong Mile atop Golden Sixty at December’s 
international races. 

Ho carried on his merry way on Sunday  
afternoon, notching back-to-back Champions 
Miles – this time aboard Golden Sixty – before 
returning 40 minutes later to pilot Loves Only 
You to victory in the HK$25 million QE II Cup. 

“I can’t describe it, it’s amazing today with  
Golden Sixty and Loves Only You,” Ho said. 
“The QE II is one of my dream goals as well as 
the Derby and the December internationals, a 
QE II win means a lot.” 

Golden Sixty made it 14 wins on the trot,  
holding on for a narrow victory over stablemate 
More Than This, before Ho delivered aboard 
Loves Only You. 

The Yoshito Yahagi-trained five-year-old  
became only the second mare to win the QE II 
Cup after Irridescence (trained by Mike de Kock 
–tt) in 2006, travelling one-off the rail in midfield 
before working around the field turning for 
home and hitting the lead 200m out. 
(continues Page 14) 

Vincent Ho continues dream run 

Vincent Ho and Loves Only You win the QE II Cup Photos: Kenneth Chan  
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“Mr Yahagi gave me free rein to just let me do 
whatever because he knew the horse was well 
and once she’s travelling well with her own 
pace she will perform,” he said. 

“She was very kind until the 800m then sort of 
hit a flat spot and I gave her two shakes just to 
teach her a little bit and then I asked her again 
and she responded very well through the line.  

“I don’t dare to look back until the finish line but 
she was amazing. I’m grateful that the  
Japanese connections asked me to ride her.  

It was Loves Only You’s second Group One 
victory to go with her win in the 2019 Yushun 
Himba and followed her third placing in the 
Group One Dubai Sheema Classic (2,400m) at 
Meydan last month. 

The victory was redemption for Yahagi after a 
pair of recent Group One placings in Hong 
Kong with Lys Gracieux, including third in this 
race two years ago, and connections are al-
ready considering a return for HKIR later this 
year. 

“We came here two years ago with Lys 
Gracieux and unfortunately we didn’t win [but 
we atoned] this time so that makes me very 
happy,” said assistant trainer Yusaku Oka. 

“When she travelled from Dubai to Hong Kong I 
saw the horse in Hong Kong and her body 
looked really good. She was in great order 
[and] Vincent rode her really, really well. There 
is a big option [to come back] because she won 
here.” 

Loves Only You led home an all-Japanese first 
four as the $5.80 fourth favourite, with $4.70 

chance Glory Vase running on strongly into 
second, hot favourite Daring Tact ($2.50) fad-
ing into third and Kiseki ($10) pinching fourth 
from leading local runner Exultant. 

“She gave a good run as usual. I know she was 
very heavily supported so the first thing I have 
to say is that I’m sorry,” Japanese jockey Kohei 
Matsuyama said of Daring Tact. 

“For the excuse, I cannot find an appropriate 
one for her today. The first two that came 
ahead of her ran a great race.” 

www.scmp.com 

 

Vincent Ho is the first home-grown jockey in 
history to ride two Group 1 winners in a day at 
Sha Tin. –tt  

  

  

   

Vincent Ho continues dream run-from Page 12 

Golden Sixty (left) and Ho win Champions Mile   

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 
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