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The underrated lightweight has been missing 

from these parts (apart from a few weeks back 

here and there) since October 2018, when he 

secured a contract in South Korea, before  

moving on to Qatar.   

He has ridden just over 1000 winners in a long 

career, characterised by a ‘have saddle will 

travel’ mentality. Zimbabwe, Mauritius,  

Singapore, and Macau are just a few of the 

other countries he had ridden in prior to leaving 

for the Far East. But Fransie is now back in SA 

until the end of September, when he will return 

to Qatar. He spoke to us this morning.  

“I’ve been in Qatar for seven months, and the 

season ends in April due to the extreme heat.”  

“But the money is very good so at my age (47) I 

would be a fool not to use the opportunity to 

keep returning.  

“Here we race twice a week on Wednesday 

and Thursday, and I only work two horses in a 

morning. Three is a big string for us. So in a 

way it’s like a paid vacation.  

“The leading jockey here is an Italian bloke  

Alberto Sanna He rode in Hong Kong for a 

while and is a good rider.” (to Page 2) 

Globetrotting Fransie Herholdt is heading back to SA at the weekend after completing the 
final day of the Qatari season on Thursday.  

Herholdt heading home  
 Fransie has quite a welcoming party after winning a recent feature in Qatar. 
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When asked to compare the standard of equine 

to here, he suggests it’s a bit of an apples and 

oranges situation.  

“We have a lot of Arabian horses here, as well 

as quite a few thoroughbreds. Both have gone 

to Dubai and competed well. But if you took a 

classy South African thoroughbred and brought 

him here, he would clean them up.” 

Before that he was in South Korea for a year 

and a half.  

“I loved it, but the weather conditions are very 

extreme. Winter is -12 degrees and we still 

race, while summer is so hot and humid, you 

can’t breathe the air is so thick.  

“The humidity is much worse than even  

Scottsville in the middle of summer. There’s no 

happy medium – it’s either boiling or freezing.” 

Fransie rode quite a bit there for former KZN 

trainer Bart Rice, who has been in Korea for 

quite a few years now.   

And when he arrived in Qatar he got a lucky 

break.  

“I came over to ride for another trainer, but 

things quickly went sour as some promises 

weren’t kept.  

“An acquaintance of mine then spoke to his 

trainer, and I am now riding for  

Julian Smart, who is the world’s best trainer of 

Arabian horses.  

“He trains Ebraz, who won the Arabian Triple 

Crown, and is the best of that breed around at 

the moment.  

“Mr Smart has won nine Amir Swords, which is 

their equivalent of winning the July. I ride  

second choice for him, and I’m loving it. Julian 

is the consummate professional.”  

And while he has plied his trade to all ends of 

the earth, he advises today’s up and coming  

jockeys not to rush overseas.  

“Just after I had come out of my time as an  

appy I won the Daily News for Michael Azzie-

my first Group 1. Things were happening for 

me, and then I got an offer from Mauritius. 

 

“I just saw the money and went. But if I had my 

time again I would have stayed and built my 

career in South Africa, because since then I 

have had to travel to make a decent living.”    

Fransie will be here until the end of September, 

and with his excellent work ethic is looking to 

stay extremely active while in the country.  

He will be based in Gauteng, but is keen to also 

ride in Port Elizabeth and Cape Town, centres 

where he has enjoyed plenty of success in the 

past. 

He is looking for a licensed agent to do his 

rides while he is here, and can be contacted at 

francoisherholdtjockey@gmail.com. –tt  

Herholdt heading home—from Page 1 
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The full sister to the great Frankel  makes her debut in Race 6 at Sandown on Friday 
(5:10pm SA). Three-year-old Chiasma (Galileo-Kind) is only the second filly out of the  
legendary but sadly recently deceased dam. Owned by Juddmonte, trained by John and 
Thady Gosden, and ridden by Frankie Dettori. No pressure! 

Frankel full sister debuts Friday—No Pres-
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Lot 75 
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Phumelela is pleased to announce that 4Racing, the new racing operator in waiting, will 
sponsor Champions Day at Turffontein on Saturday 1 May. 
 
The purpose of the sponsorship is to launch the 4Racing brand to the wider industry, while  
simultaneously bolstering prize money for the day’s seven feature races. 
 
Colin Gordon of 4Racing said “We are extremely excited to launch 4Racing at a race meeting that 
sees the equine champions congregate at Turffontein for the climax of the Highveld  
Summer-Autumn Feature Race Season. The Premier’s Champions Challenge looks like it’s going 
to be an absolute thriller with Got The Greenlight and Malmoos hopefully set to lock horns. 
 
“Equally exciting, and in line with 4Racing’s commitment to the upliftment of all horseracing’s  
participants, the day will also play host to the inaugural Highveld Work Riders versus Jockeys 
Challenge, which we have decided to name The James Maree Challenge in appreciation of the 
enormous commitment he has made to this initiative over many years. This event will see the top 
eight work riders take on the eight leading jockeys in a points-based competition in a R150,000 
race down the Turffontein straight,” added Gordon. 
 
Looking to the future he said: “While there are still a number of regulatory approvals to be  
concluded before the Phumelela transaction completes, we believe that the time is right to come 
to the party by sponsoring this major race meeting in the interests of the stakeholders in the sport.” 
 
Details of 4Racing’s sponsorship of Champions Day are below. 

 

Race 

Gr
ad
e Advertised Stake      Added Stake Revised Stake 

Premier’s Champions Challenge 1 R500 000,00 R250 000,00 R750 000,00 

Computaform Sprint 1 R500 000,00 R250 000,00 R750 000,00 

SA Nursery 2 R200 000,00 R50 000,00 R250 000,00 

SA Fillies Nursery 2 R200 000,00 R50 000,00 R250 000,00 

Camelia Stakes 2 R200 000,00 R50 000,00 R250 000,00 

Gerald Rosenberg Stakes 2 R200 000,00 R50 000,00 R250 000,00 

Gold Bowl 3 R150 000,00 R50 000,00 R200 000,00 

  R1 950 000,00 R750 000,00 R2 700 000,00 

4Racing gives big boost to Champions Day Stakes  

x-apple-data-detectors://0
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Thank your preferred deity for the  
Japanese, because they give the 2021  
edition of Champions Day credibility. 
 
Even acknowledging that Hong Kong’s elite 
ranks are at their lowest ebb in recent memory, 
Sunday’s features are almost as much about 
the horses who aren’t competing, as the ones 
who are. 
 
Five of the 11 highest-rated horses in the city 
are sidelined – Hot King Prawn, Waikuku,  
Furore, Aethero and Glorious Forever (and yes, 
it is a surprise the 2018 Hong Kong Cup winner 
hasn’t been retired yet given his injury history). 
 
That list does not include gun sprinter 
Classique Legend, Hong Kong Derby champion 
Sky Darci or runner-up Russian Emperor. 
  
Everyone knows the Classique Legend  
situation while the latter two have (wisely)  
opted to take on easier assignments (the Lion 
Rock Trophy and Queen Mother Memorial Cup, 
respectively) where they will get in well at the 
weights and won’t have their ratings smashed 
for finishing top five in soft Group Ones.  
 
The system doesn’t actually encourage them to  
participate this weekend. 
 
There is only one horse from the Derby – 
Healthy Happy – competing in any of the  
features. It leaves them very thin in terms of 
depth. 
 
With the scratching of Furore on Wednesday 
because of a lame right front leg, there are just 
three Hong Kong-trained horses running in the 
QE II Cup – Exultant, Glorious Dragon and 
Time Warp.  
 
Unsurprisingly, they occupy the bottom three 
spots in the market. It will be a complete shock 
if one of the Japanese horses doesn’t win. 
   
At least Hong Kong will take out the Champions 
Mile – and in all likelihood with a deserving 
horse in Golden Sixty, who is the  
jurisdiction’s only genuine superstar, or the  
ultra-consistent Southern Legend, who won this 
race last year and has proven himself at the top 
level season after season. It’s hard to make a 
case for the other four entrants. 
 
In the Chairman’s Sprint Prize, Hong Kong has 
numbers on its side, but Japan has class. 
 

Danon Smash won the Hong Kong Sprint from 
the outside barrier in December and this field is 
weaker.  
 
He has since gone on to win the  
Takamatsunimoya Kinen, his second Group 
One, and has drawn perfectly in gate five. No 
Hong Kong horse has won at the top level. The 
expectation is the visitor will be winning again. 
 (Danon Smash at work with Joao Moreira) 

 (Golden Sixty—Hong Kong’s one superstar) 
Last year, Champions Day was an all-local  
affair as the world grappled with Covid-19.  
It’s a credit to the Jockey Club and the Hong 
Kong government for putting in place provisions 
for the “racing bubble”, which allows at least 
some form of international competition this time 
around. 
 
That is more important than ever given the  
locals couldn’t carry the Champions Day load 
alone this year and it is the Japanese five  
giving one of Hong Kong’s marquee events  
integrity on the world stage. 

www.scmp.com 

Japanese raiders save HK Champions Day 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

A Hall of Fame honouring the best of British 
Flat racing is being created online and will 
be unveiled next Monday at the start of 
Guineas week. 

The development is being backed by Qipco to 
mark the tenth anniversary of its sponsorship of 
the British Champions Series and will feature 
"the modern greats" of the sport, focusing on 
the period from 1970 to date. 

It is envisaged that membership of the Hall "will 
become one of the highest accolades within the 
sport" and will be accompanied by a bespoke 
medal designed by the jewellers Asprey. 

New entrants will be announced twice a year, in 
the build-up to the Guineas festival in May and 
Champions Day in October, both events  
sponsored by Qipco. 

As yet, no inductees have been revealed.  
However, a video released on Monday to  
promote the news showed some of the most 
obvious candidates, including Nijinsky, Shergar, 
Dancing Brave, Galileo and Frankel as well as 
Lester Piggott, Willie Carson, Frankie Dettori, 
Vincent O'Brien, Sir Henry Cecil, Sir Peter 
O'Sullevan, Khalid Abdullah and the Queen.  

Membership of the Hall will be determined by a 
panel of experts, including Alan Byrne, the  
Racing Post's editor in chief. Others involved 
include the broadcasters Brough Scott, Lydia 
Hislop and Jamie Lynch. 

They will pick entrants from four categories: 
horses, jockeys, trainers and major contribu-
tors, which would include owners, breeders and 
especially notable figures like O'Sullevan, BBC 
racing commentator for half a century. (to P12)   

Brit Hall of Fame opening Monday 

Lester Pigott and Nijinsky must have an outside squeak of getting in! 
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There will also be a public vote to identify one 
horse each year for entry to the Hall of Fame, 
based on a shortlist chosen by the panel.  

The website for the Hall of Fame is now asking  
visitors to register for further updates, including 
the identity of the initial inductees.  

It is expected that content will be added 
through the summer, focusing on various of the 
sport's biggest moments and highest achievers. 

The idea of a Hall of Fame for racing has been 
debated for decades. Cheltenham and Aintree 
have their own versions, while the National 
Horse Racing Museum in Newmarket has been 
another focus for fans with an interest in the 
sport's history. 

But funds have not been forthcoming for a  
centralised Hall of Fame until now. Rod Street, 
chief executive of BCS, is a known enthusiast 
for the concept.  

He said: "British Champions Series, which 
showcases the finest Flat racing, is the perfect 
home for a Hall of Fame. Over the past decade, 
Qipco have been dedicated and committed 
partners of British Racing and our thanks go to 
them for their support of the Qipco   
British Champions Hall of Fame and for helping 
to make this a reality. 

"Our racing is the best in the world and we are 
delighted to be able to honour our greats 
through this exciting new initiative." 

www.racingpost.com 

Brit hall of fame opening Monday-from Page 10 

Sir Henry Cecil, Frankel, and Khalid Abdullah will all be short in the betting. . Pic: Edward Whitaker. 


