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Going over this far for the first time, the Gareth 

van Zyl trained four-year-old filly by  

Gimmethegreenlight raced three wide  

throughout, and hung in after perhaps hitting 

the front a little sooner than intended at the 

400m pole.  

But she still strode clear to beat a solid if  

unspectacular field by over two lengths and 

score her fourth win in five appearances.  

Race restrictions meant her Merit Rating could 

only rise to only rise a mere 90 after that, so 

there is some way to go, but the potential is 

certainly there. 

We chatted to trainer Gareth about his rising 

star filly, and racing life in general. 

“She will go into open company for the  

Greyville 1900 next, and if that goes well, we 

will have a go at the July.  

“If the 1900 doesn’t go to plan, we will go back 

to fillies company for the Garden Province on 

July Day, and perhaps the Gold Bracelet on 

Gold Cup Day.”  

She’s A Keeper will carry a mere 50kg in the 

1900 due to her sex allowance, and should be 

highly competitive. (to Page 2) 

Kwazulu-Natal may have a live contender for some of the bigger prizes during Champions 
Season after She’s A Keeper’s highly impressive win in the listed Scarlet Lady over 1750m 
at Scottsville on Sunday.  

Gareth has found a Keeper  
Gareth van Zyl and groom Rex Asiphe welcome back She’s A Keeper and Warren Kennedy on Sunday. 
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“As soon as I finished school I worked in Tony 

Rivalland’s yard for a bit. I also did voluntary 

mission work and my father tried to keep me 

out of racing but I came back to it, and I’m very 

glad I did. 

“It’s a way of life and it’s seven days a week 

and can be all-consuming, but it’s a passion.” 

Gareth was then employed in his father’s yard 

for a while before the opportunity to go his own 

way and train privately for owner Brian Burnard 

presented itself in 2016. And the duo got off to 

a flyer when their first runner Celtic Chief took 

the listed Michaelmas Handicap in October 

2016. 

Nowadays the main patron is Mario Ferreira, 

who has “about 40%” of Gareth’s 90 odd  

horses.  

First G1 

Any trainer’s first Grade 1 win is a milestone, 

and Gareth is no exception. (to Page 4) 

Gareth has found a Keeper—from Page 1 

Gareth also has a couple of runners in the G1 

Computaform Sprint at Turffontein on May 1 to 

look forward to. 

Recently returned to top form Chantyman and 

Vernichey fly the flag in an open looking  

contest.   

“Chantyman has bounced back to himself, 

which is nice. And Vernichey’s second with 61,5 

coming off a rest last time was full of merit. 

She’s doing very well.” 

And he also points out recent juvenile winner 

Gallic Chief as one to look out for.  

“He won a good race the other day and is quite 

useful.” 

Being the son of Gavin van Zyl, 35-year-old 

Gareth was born to be a trainer.  

“I was bitten by the bug from day one. I followed 

my dad around and loved going to the course 

and being involved in racing as much as I could. 
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nothing for her in the KZN season, but both my 

two in the Computaform need to be respected.”  

And he has news of an exciting venture.  

“Deez Dyanand and I have started a syndicate 

which we are quite excited about. It’s called the 

Bhaiya Racing Club and will be launched  

soon.”  (Bhaiya means ‘brother’ in Hindi) 

Gareth is married to Kirsten, and they have a 

son Dallin (9) and daughter Gracie-Lee (6). The 

soft-spoken and polite family man could be set 

for a winter to remember. –tt 

Gareth has found a Keeper—from Page 2 
The then juvenile filly Vernichey won the Allan 

Robertson at Scottsville last July to break the 

ice.  

“It was massive. We were very confident on the 

day, and you always want to get the first one 

behind you and then collect more.” 

Obscure fact alert 

And there is a distant family connection  

between Vernichey (right) and Scarlet Lady, the 

Alastair Gordon trained champion sprinter of the 

early 1980’s after whom the race She’s A 

Keeper won on Sunday is named.  

The third dam of Vernichey’s sire Vercingetorix, 

is Scarteen, who was also the dam of Scarlet 

Lady.    

Goals 

“She’s A Keeper running competitively in the 

July is my primary goal for the next few months. 

Vernichey is limited to 1000m, so there’s  



5 

 

Lot 75 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

REIGNING national champion jockey Warren 
Kennedy is “living in limbo” at present as he 
awaits feedback from various overseas  
racing jurisdictions who have displayed an 
interest in him. 

But he said he would definitely still be in South 
Africa for the Vodacom Durban July and he was 
confident of Summer Pudding’s ability to handle 
the tight Hollywoodbets Greyville track. 

Summer Pudding has won eleven out of 12, 
including three Grade 1s among eight stakes 
races victories. However, the darling of the 
South African turf still has her detractors, who 

point to all of her wins being at Turffontein and 
to the form of her Paddock Stakes failure being 
collaterally similar to her Grade 1 Woolavington 
2000 victory. 

However, Kennedy said there was no doubt 
whatsoever that the Paul Peter-trained Silvano 
filly had not been herself in the Paddock 
Stakes. 

He elaborated, “I could feel as far out as 800m 
that she was not herself. I had the perfect  
position behind Queen Supreme but by the 
500m mark horses were going past us and she 
felt dead underneath me. (to Page 8) 

Kennedy heading off after July? 

  

Warren Kennedy and his lovely wife Barbara.  
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“Yet she only finished five lengths back and 
then she later scoped full of mucus which 
proved there was something wrong.” 

Kennedy said about her ability to handle  
Hollywoodbets Greyville, “I think she will be fine 
as she has lost that flat spot she used to have.  

“You must remember that when she ran in the 
Woolavington (above) she was coming off a 
stop-start Triple Tiara campaign. The Oaks 
date kept on changing and she had to be kept 
on the boil for a long time without a definite 
race date to work with. 

“Then the Woolavington was just three weeks 
after the Oaks so we decided to go for that but 
she was under par. I was at her the whole race, 
so she was flat and she still won which shows 
how good she is.” 

At Turffontein Summer Pudding has reigned  
supreme and although most of her wins have 
not been by wide margins she has always 
looked to have a bit in hand. Kennedy was  
reluctant to name Summer Pudding as the best 
he had ever ridden, having also ridden the like 
of Rainbow Bridge, but he declared, “I would 
say she is the consistently best I have ridden.”  

He has a lot of good rides to look forward to in 
the SA Champions Season and the ones that 
immediately came to his mind were MK’S 
Pride, whom he said would be good anywhere 
from 1200m to 1600m, the Gareth van Zyl pair 
Vernichey and She’s A Keeper and AJ’S  
Captain from the yard of his wife Barbara and 
her brother Wayne Badenhorst. 

The Kennedys reasons for immigrating are to 
maximize their financial security in order to  
provide the best possible foundation for their 
children.   

Warren has sent his CV to such racing  
countries as Hong Kong, New Zealand and 
Australia. Hong Kong would be the ultimate, but 
the committee that assesses the applications 
only sits in May. Expatriot South African jockey 
Donovan Mansour put Kennedy in touch with 
the right people in New Zealand. The  
advantage of New Zealand is the possibility of  
attaining a “critical work visa” which enables a 
jockey to ride in New Zealand and travel  over 
to Australia to ride.  

However, immigrating straight to Australia  
generally requires a jockey to ride for  
the same  stable for two years.  
goldcircle.co.za-David Thiselton 

Kennedy heading off after July?-from Page 6 

Pic—Candiese Lenferna 
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Dual G1 winning filly Captain’s Ransom (Captain Al) galloped at Greyville this morning  
under Richard Fourie, along with a number of male Guineas contenders.  

Below Cape Derby victor Linebacker (Captain Of All) stretches out in the capable hands of  
Grant van Niekerk. (all images Candiese Lenferna) 

Guineas hotties gallop at Greyville 
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Highly promising The Gatekeeper (Dynasty) goes through his paces under Fourie above,  
 

The exciting and undefeated Kommetdieding (Elusive Fort) looks the part as he  
shows off his muscular frame in the care of Sihle Cele below.     

More Guineas hotties gallop at Greyville 
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 Securing a berth in the 18-horse field for 
this year’s Gr1 R2 million Vodacom Durban 
July will be a scrap to final acceptances on 
Monday, 21 June with 54 names on the list 
at first entries yesterday. 
  
All of the country’s big guns have been entered 
and it will be a game of chess for trainers trying 
to make sure of a July gate and at the same 
time protecting their merit ratings. 
  
The country’s biggest race will be run at  
Hollywoodbets Greyville over 2200m on Satur-
day, 3 July. 
  
Rainbow Bridge (below), a touch disappointing 
last year when sixth but recent winner of the 
Cape Town Met, will almost certainly top the 
handicap and he will be back for another tilt. 

Eric Sands has also nominated stable  
companion and half-brother Golden Ducat, 
fourth in last year’s race. 
 
Last year’s runner-up Got The Greenlight (right) 
will be out go one better for Joey Soma and 
extract revenge on the winner Belgarion, also 
among the nominations and one of 11 entries 
from the Justin Snaith yard. 
  
The four highest rated fillies are also entered, 
namely recent Gr1 HSH Charlene Empress 
Club winner and last year’s Equus Horse of the 
Year, Summer Pudding, facile Wilgerbosdrift 
Triple Tiara heroin, War Of Athena, Captain’s 
Ransom, winner of both the Gr1 Cape Fillies 
Guineas and the  Gr1 Majorca Stakes and Run-
ning Brave, second to Summer Pudding in the 
Empress Club and the Gr1 Gauteng Summer 
Cup.  
 
Other notable entries are last Sunday’s WSB 
Scarlet Lady winner She’s A Keeper and the 
highly rated Princess Calla. 

Mike de Kock has indicated that Triple Crown 
winner Malmoos may not take his place in the 
VDJ but the colt is among the entries along with 
the cream of the country’s sophomore males.  
 
De Kock has also entered Barahin, who is on 
the comeback trail after being winless since his 
triumph in the Gr1 Emperors Palace Charity 
Mile back in November 2019. 
  
Snaith’s highest rated three-year-old, Jet Dark, 
winner of the Gr1 L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate 
beating Rainbow Bridge, has been entered 
along with 3yo stable companions Hoedspruit, 
The Gatekeeper and Sachdev. 
  
The unbeaten Gr 2 Politician Stakes winner 
Kommetdieding, trained by father and daughter 
combination of Harold Crawford and Michelle 
Rix, is already based at Summerveld and could 
have his first KZN outing in the Gr2 WSB  
Guineas on Saturday, May 2. 
 
Vaughan Marshall has entered Gr1 Jonsson 
Workwear Cape Derby winner Linebacker and 
Derby runner-up Rascallion while Dean  
Kannemeyer has entered Gr1 Cape Guineas 
winner Russian Rock. 
  
Sean Tarry has entered eight runners and  
Johan Janse van Vuuren’s three entries include 
the progressive Argentine import Puerto  
Manzano. 
  

In all, this years Vodacom Durban July field 
could stack up into one of the strongest in 
many a year. 
  
Gold Circle Media Release 
 
  
  
  
   
  

54 first entries for Vodacom July 

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, CLICK 
THIS LINK FOR PAST ISSUES  

www.turftalk.co.za  

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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More Guineas hotties gallop at Greyville 
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Henry de Bromhead will do everything in his 
power to help Rachael Blackmore become 
champion jockey but does not  
underestimate the task she faces to usurp 
the sidelined Paul Townend this season.  
 
The reigning champion leads Blackmore by 
eight winners and, while there remains some 
doubt whether he will be fit enough to defend 
his crown at Punchestown after picking up an 
injury at Fairyhouse this month, De Bromhead 
believes he will be difficult to catch.  
 
With no jump racing in Ireland this weekend, 
De Bromhead and Blackmore, who won the 
Grand National this month, bid for more big-
race glory with Plan Of Attack in the bet365 
Gold Cup (3.40) at Sandown on Saturday. 
 
This year's Queen Mother Champion Chase 
winner, Put The Kettle On, will be aimed at the 
bet365 Celebration Chase (3.05) and Aidan 
Coleman will keep the ride aboard the  
seven-year-old.  
 
Speaking about Blackmore's title hopes, De 
Bromhead said: "I'm not sure what Paul's  
situation is. Even if he's not going to make it 
back in time for Punchestown, it's still going to 
be tough. 
 
"It would be incredible if she achieves it and 
we'll do our best. We'll support her as best 
we can and wouldn't it be fantastic if she did 
it?" 

Asked what makes Blackmore, who has ridden 
87 Irish winners this season, so effective, the 
trainer added:  
 
"In the Grand National, it was almost as if she 
was seeing around corners – she saw  
problems before they happened. She's just  
brilliant to work with, has a great work ethic and 
knows how hard you have to work to  
succeed. I've said it all before but we feel very 
lucky to have her." 
 
Plan Of Attack, who fell in the Kim Muir, is a 
general 5-1 chance to strike at Sandown and 
De Bromhead believes stepping up in trip can 
unlock the improvement required for him to play 
a leading role. 
 
He said: "Rachael will ride him. He seemed to 
be going well before he came down in the Kim 
Muir and I know Rachael is keen to go over and 
ride him at Sandown. She seems keen on his 
chances. 
 
"This guy hasn't really been tried over this kind 
of a trip. We always felt marathon trips would 
suit. He's in off a light weight and we're hoping 
for improvement over this trip." 
 

www.racingpost.com 

De Bromhead backing Blackmore title bid 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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Japanese jockey Kohei Matsuyama did not 
think twice about making the trip to Hong 
Kong to ride super filly Daring Tact in  
Sunday’s QE II Cup, saying he is undaunted 
by the prospect of missing Group One rides 
while holed up in quarantine upon his return 
home. 
 
As the only Japanese rider to make the trip to 
Hong Kong for Champions Day, Matsuyama 
finds himself in the “racing bubble” along with 
trainer Tomohito Ozeki and a number of 
grooms. 
 
The four-year-old was a brilliant winner of the 
fillies’ triple crown last season, mirroring the 

feats of the great Almond Eye before going on 
to run third in the Japan Cup (2,400m) in  
November. 
 
After being in the saddle for all seven of her 
starts to date, Matsuyama describes Daring 
Tact as the “horse of a lifetime”. 
 
“It is hard to express how I feel about this filly 
but I am having such a valuable ride with her,” 
he said. “She is a once-in-a-lifetime horse. 
 
“It was a very simple decision from me to come 
here. The experience I can have here is  
important for me and the horse, there was no 
choice to be made. (to Page 17) 

Daring Tact jock Matsuyama has no regrets  

Pic-Kenneth Chan. 
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“We have to do quarantine when we go home. I 
will definitely miss some rides back home, it is 
Group One season there but it is worthwhile 
coming here to ride this filly in the QE II.” 
 
Matsuyama – who sits third in the JRA jockeys’ 
premiership – is willing to forget Daring Tact’s 
first-up failure as a $1.40 favourite in the Group 
Two Kinko Sho (2,000m) last month, saying 
she was a victim of circumstances. 
 
“In her last start, the track condition was a bit 
funny,” he said. “The day before there were 

showers and then on the day it was clearing out 
so the inside was drying up but the outside was 
still wet. “It was an advantage for the front  
runners and the winner. I think she had some 
sort of an excuse that day.” 
 
“I galloped her before we left Japan on 
Wednesday last week and she did very good 
work, I was very happy with how she was so 
she is in good condition.” 
 
Looking to follow in the footsteps of previous 
QE II Cup winners Win Bright, Neorealism,  
Rulership and Eishin Preston, Matsuyama said 
he had sought out the likes of Yutake Take,  
Yuga Kawada and Christophe Lemaire for  
advice on how to ride Sha Tin. 
“They are all saying it is a very fair track, there 
is not much bias so it is not a tricky track to 
ride,” he said. www.scmp.com 

Daring Tact jock has no regrets—from Page 16 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 
Pic-Kenneth Chan.. 
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