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The lanky 24 year-old who is unusually tall for 

a jockey, has already won nine Group 1’s and 

was Champion Apprentice in the 2015/16  

season.  

 

A notable highlight was landing three G1’s in a 

single day during 2017 when he steered  

Mustaqueem (Nursery) Rafeef (Computaform 

Sprint) and Deo Juvente (Champions  

Challenge) to victory.  

He has also gained priceless insights overseas 

plying his trade in Hong Kong, Singapore and 

Australia.  

Seriously tough riding colonies in which to 

make an impact.  

Crawford, who is an astute judge, not only of 

horseflesh but also race-riding potential,  

describes how the transfer came about.  

“I noticed that Callan was under-utilised up in 

Johannesburg, sometimes only getting a  

couple of rides at a meeting. And his  

confidence was taking a knock.  

But he already has a good record for a young 

jockey with multiple Grade 1 victories and  

experience around the world. (to Page 2) 

Well-travelled jockey, Callan Murray is moving down from his place of birth, Johannesburg 
to settle in Cape Town as contracted rider for Phillipi-based trainer, Brett Crawford. 

Murray makes move South  
Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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It’s an admirable thing that the humble Murray 

acknowledges the need to constantly refine his 

riding skills.  

The wind-swept local racecourses pose special 

challenges to jockeys. For example, even 

though Kenilworth is a flat, wide open track with 

sweeping bends it doesn’t ride nearly as easily 

as it appears. Mastering these subtle nuances 

may take a while but Murray will give it his best 

shot, backed up by Crawford’s wise counsel 

and tactical suss. 

Away from racing, Murray is a keen recreational 

golfer. One of Crawford’s long- standing  

patrons is former rugby star, Lance Sherrell,  

nowadays an accomplished golfer.  

He’s kindly offered to introduce Murray to  

prestigious Golf Clubs in Cape Town.  

It’s a genuinely warm and welcoming gesture, 

but with Sherrell’s background in professional 

sport he understands the competitive  

undercurrent that applies in racing, too. 

“He’ll have to ride a few winners for me first  

before I comp him a game,” he joked. 

Cape Racing—words by Mark van Deventer 

Murray makes move South—from Page 1 
So, I approached him two weeks ago with an 

offer to ride for Crawford Racing and within a 

couple of days he’d made his decision to join 

our team.” 

Unfailingly well-mannered and hard working, 

Murray gets a chance to cement his credentials 

in SA after a trying season where he’s battled to 

get fully underway, despite his typical  

industriousness. 

He’s managed 33 victories so far, at a modest 

10% strike rate - stats that he will be looking to 

boost through his new alliance with Crawford, 

who gets his horses super fit and places them 

cannily in races where they figure to be  

competitive. 

In a release on the crawfordracing.net website, 

an official welcome is provided. 

“Callan has amazing opportunities provided for 

him because of his talent and commitment. With 

his big match temperament and professional 

work ethic, he is an obvious choice for the 

Crawford Stable.” Indeed, 

Crawford has worked well with dedicated stable 

jockeys in the past – building up supportive  

relationships and helping them forge ahead as 

part of a successful team, whilst benefitting from 

their regular presence and essential  

feedback at early morning track-work. 

Long one of the upper tier trainers in Cape 

Town, adding Murray to Crawford’s range of 

riding options could prove a master stroke.  

Crawford has a young crop of horses with their 

careers lying ahead of them and he’s  

determined to grow his stable. Murray, a  

particularly well-balanced rider, is aboard as of 

Monday, and fully motivated to make a splash.   

“This is such an exciting opportunity. I’m happy 

to be in Cape Town and have already found a 

place to stay in Claremont, close to my new 

work at Phillipi training tracks. I’m also eager to 

learn…” Pic: Chase Liebenberg 
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Cape Thoroughbred Sales (CTS) has  
announced the date for the 2021 Ready to 
Run/Unbroken Two-Year-Old Sale. It will be 
held for the first time at De Grendel Wine 
Estate, on Sunday, 31 October 2021. 
 
Grant Knowles, Marketing and Bloodstock  
Director for CTS, commented: “The ever  
popular Ready to Run Sale will now be staged 
at De Grendel, giving the sale an even more 
festive atmosphere. The R2R is synonymous 
with several high-profile winners including  
Cirillo, Safe Harbour and Captain America. 
 
We are in discussion with Cape Racing about 
the customary pre-sale gallops, and an  
announcement regarding both date and venue 
will be made in due course.” 
 
The De Grendel RTR Race for graduates from 
the 2020 Ready to Run Sale has been  
scheduled for Saturday, 20 November 2021 at  
Kenilworth, and will be held alongside the Cape 
Merchants and Concorde Cup. 

 
 
 
 
   

Date announced for Ready To Run 

The handsome chestnut Captain America 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

A fed-up David Ferraris has declared he will 
not buy any more South African horses until 
there is a breakthrough with the lengthy 
quarantine process, which he says is 
“unfair”. 

South African horses are typically required to 
spend 21 days in pre-export quarantine at 
home before making the trip to Mauritius, where 
they spend 90 days in isolation.  

From there they make the trip to Britain where 
they are required to spend a further 60 days in  
quarantine, which allows them to get into Hong 
Kong. 

It has become somewhat more complicated of 
late with Britain currently not accepting horses 
from Mauritius, so time is required in a third 
country before being allowed in. 

Ferraris said the process has become “too 
much” and it took its toll on the horses, with 
many sustaining injuries shortly after arrival. 

“It’s not fair on the horses, they shouldn’t have 
to spend six months in quarantine,” he said.  

“It’s not right, so until they sort that out I am just 
not going to take any more of them. The worst 
part is that I have horses stuck (to Page 8)  

No SA horses for now says Ferraris 

A happier Ferraris after Unite Spirit (formerly Dirty Harry) won on Saturday. All Pics: Kenneth Chan. 
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in Mauritius, one is finally now taking off to 
France because England won’t accept them. 
They have to go to France now for England to 
accept them, it is a total waste of time.”   

South African horses are considerably cheaper 
than those from Europe or Australia, with  
Ferraris saying they offer an alternative for 
owners who don’t want to spend millions of  
dollars. 

The Jockey Club last week spent HK$1.25  
million (R2.8m) on one of the top lots at the 
South Africa National Yearling Sale in Durban, 
while they averaged more than HK$3 million 
across five lots at January’s Magic Millions 
sale. 

“To be honest, it is just an excuse to not allow 
the South African horses to come in because 
they are so reasonably priced,” Ferraris said. 

“[South African horses] can win their Class 
Fours and Fives and then you see the better 
ones go on with it too. Until such time that they 
sort out this nonsense, I am not going to be 
buying any more from there.” 

The tipping point came after his promising  
import Bay Tibbs broke down after his  
second run in March. 

The South African handler said the lack of work 
put into the horses over the quarantine ordeal 
creates issues when they come to a harsh  
environment such as Hong Kong. 

“You have to be very careful when they get 
here because they lose their bone density,” he 
said. “Although they have been kept in work, 
it’s not what we would give them. 

“I had that beautiful horse Bay Tibbs, he broke 
down in his second run so he’s just gone and 
forgotten. After that horse broke down, there 
was a chance I could get a decent one out of 
there again to replace him but I thought ‘that’s 
it, no more’.” 

Officials hope change could be imminent  
however, with South African authorities  
requesting a European Union audit of its  
exports arrangements, which if successful 
would see the three-month process in Mauritius 
slashed. 

A successful audit would also open the door to 
the potential of reducing the 60-day quarantine 
in England. 

It comes as Ferraris won with South African 
import Unite Spirit at Sha Tin on Saturday. 

The five-year-old (above) broke through for his 
first win in Hong Kong after arriving on a rating 
of 70. 

(Previously known by the much better name  
Dirty Harry, he won his maiden by 8,5 lengths  
for Yogas Govender in SA -tt)  

“He is only a small fellow – very brave,” he 
said. “He was very overdue for a win so I am 
glad he got it.” 

The handler saddles up five runners on 
Wednesday night at Happy Valley, headlined 
by impressive last-start winner Xiang Bai Qi. 

The stayer (above) lines up in the Class Three 
Pottinger Handicap (2,200m) with Karis Teetan 
again riding following their two-length  
demolition in March. 

He also has Supreme Patrol, After Me, Ming 
Warrior and Champion Pride running on the 
night.                   www.scmp.com 

No more SA horses says Ferraris-from Page 6 
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 It is poignant and painful but it will also 
make you smile.  
 
Look at Lorna Brooke's face. Look at the sheer 
joy painted all over it. Look at what brought her 
such delight. Tragically, it is also what ended 
her life at such a desperately young age. 
 
In 2017 there were two wins on a horse called 
Spock, by that point a veteran 12-year-old 
owned and trained by Lady Susan Brooke,  
Lorna's mother. 
 
At Fontwell, on a late May afternoon, the old 
boy made almost all the running, battling to  
victory as the 20-1 rank outsider. As he passed 
the post his amateur jockey punched the air, 
just as though the Gold Cup or Grand National 
had been landed. The race coverage shows 
that on Brooke's face was the widest of grins. 
She was elated. 
 
That's how she looked and very obviously how 
she felt seven months later at Hereford. 
 
Once again she was competing against  
professionals. Once again she beat them. It 
was another all-the-way success. Brooke was 
neat, tidy and triumphant. More air was 
punched at the moment the contest was won. 
 
There was then constant patting of Spock, a 
kiss to his neck and a repeat of that glorious 
grin. Hereford cannot have had many happier 
winning riders than this one. 

Now Brooke is gone, lost to this world and her 
loved ones as a result of a fall at the final fence 
in Taunton's home straight. She suffered a fate 
that slayed all too many jockeys in the past, as 
it will in the future. 
 
Horseracing can be a savage enterprise, the 
line between triumph and tragedy so terribly 
fine. It has become safer down the years, but 
danger can never be eliminated entirely. 
 
All those who put feet in irons know that,  
although they may understandably choose not 
think about it. 
 
What has happened to Brooke is a reminder to 
them and to us. The pleasure we get from 
watching this sport is dependent on incredibly 
brave individuals placing themselves at con-
stant risk. That line between triumph and trage-
dy, happiness and horror, can so easily be 
crossed. 
 
Brooke was not a household name and nor was 
apprentice Romane Brizard, who in May, 2019, 
was claimed by a fall at Blain-Bouvron-Le  
Gavre in the west of France.  
 
In August that year, on a Melbourne morning 
and before the sun had risen, jockey Mikaela 
Claridge died in an accident while riding work at 
Cranbourne racetrack.  
 
The next day Melanie Tyndall was killed in a fall 
during a sprint handicap at (to Page 12) 

Fall takes amateur jockey Lorna Brooke 
Pic-.Patrick McCann 
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Fannie Bay in Darwin. She had ridden the 
150th winner of her career only 40 minutes  
earlier and was making plans for her wedding. 
 
Brooke loved racing but she was all too aware 
of its inherent dangers. Ten years ago she and 
friend Jane Williams cycled the length of Britain 
from John O'Groats to Land's End as a way of 
raising money for the Injured Jockeys Fund. 
 
They were inspired to take on the challenge 
after fellow amateur Isabel Tompsett sustained 
career-ending injuries in a fall at Fakenham.  
 
Speaking at the time, Brooke explained that 
Tompsett's accident had left her shocked and 
saddened. A decade later, Brooke's death at 
the age of 37 leaves all in the racing community 
feeling exactly the same. www.racingpost.com 

Fall takes amateur jockey—from Page 10 
Pic-.Patrick McCann 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 
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