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South Africa has repeatedly confirmed its full 

compliance with EU requirements, long-term 

internal movement control and sustainable  

equine exports, branding their system “world-

class”. 

 

A successful audit will benefit not only the 

home nation but also international racing, in 

line with the International Federation of Horse 

Racing Authorities (ARF)’s wish to promote the 

globalisation of the sport. 

For those who don’t know – the EU’s stringent 

protocols (in place to prevent the spread of  

African Horse Sickness), stipulate that horses 

travelling abroad from South Africa have to 

spend three weeks in a home quarantine  

station, followed by three months on the isle of 

Mauritius, and a further (up to) six months  

residency in the UK before they can travel on 

other racing jurisdictions.  

This means that South African runners marked 

for competition in other countries have their 

careers interrupted for six months or more  

before they can resume full race training.  

They cannot fly direct.  

Many years of travel delays, coupled with the 

EU’s dragging of its feet, hiding behind Covid-

19, promises of a ‘virtual audit’ and the  

customary bureaucratic red tape is now close 

to give the ailing South African industry a fatal 

blow.  

Already, powerful global buyers at South  

African horse sales are drying up.  

(to Page 2)  

WHICHEVER way you look at it, the European Union’s continued failure to audit the control 
measures devised by South Africa to combat the threat to direct movement of horses to 
destinations around the world, is loathsome. 

EU export protocols must fall   
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Hong Kong, but didn’t even make it as far as 

the first flight out! 

The unbeaten colt has been out of training for 

eight months, and this has made him a double 

loser by default - it cost him a potentially big 

career in Hong Kong, and, now that he’s back, 

the three-year-old classic racing opportunities 

that come only around once are around the  

corner, leaving way too little time for his  

preparation. 

 

Trainer David Ferraris, who owns Captain  

Fontane in partnership with David Hui, told the 

IRC:  

“Captain Fontane’s initial period in  

quarantine at the Eikenhof facility near  

Johannesburg was extended due to a  

stalemate between Mauritius and the UK over 

African Horse Sickness antibodies that showed 

up in a sample accidentally sent by the  

Mauritians to UK authorities. 

“It had nothing to do with us or our horses. For 

several weeks we were not allowed to ship ours 

to Mauritius and horses already on the island 

couldn’t fly out either.” 

When horses who are accustomed to training 

regimes aren’t able to sustain their  

programmes, they can develop ailments, like 

life-threatening colic.  

(to Page 4) 

Export protocols must fall—from Page 1 
They simply don’t have the patience to wait for 

their  purchases to arrive.  

In a long cycle of export problems, poor  

management by the racing operator (a  

company now in business rescue) and hopeless  

leadership by an ineffective and deeply corrupt 

national government – thoroughbred breeders 

are falling by the wayside. 

There are fewer job opportunities, a smaller 

horse population, smaller race fields, reduced 

tote handles, and so on.  

Picture an already crippled individual getting hit 

repeatedly on the knees with a baseball bat – 

that’s the EU’s treatment of a racing jurisdiction 

in dire trouble. 

Aside from the obvious financial and social  

ramifications, the EU’s travel protocols have 

also had a telling effect on the thoroughbred 

racehorse, the reason why we (as industry die-

hards and fans) and the sport of racing, exist. 

 The EU has interrupted or crashed the careers 

of more world-class South African racers than 

we can list here - most to the point of not  

realising their track potential due to missing 

specific races, others broken down or having to 

be retired due to injuries incurred as a result of 

forced, rushed training preparations.  

It borders on cruelty and goes against their  

stated aims of ‘paying due regard to Animal 

Welfare requirements when preparing and  

implementing EU policies’. 

Just recently, South African trainer Corne Spies’ 

top sprinters Nourbese and Van Halen,  

destined to compete at the Saudi Festival in  

February, were still stuck in Mauritius while the 

race day was actually being staged! 

 

Last week, a potential classic star, Captain  

Fontane (right), was returned to the stable of 

Garth Puller at Summerveld in KwaZulu-Natal. 

He left Puller's yard last October en route to 



3 

 



4 

 

the brunt of his weakening and understandably 

impatient industry for the delays in getting the 

protocols lifted. After years of negotiation with 

the EU and streamlining and updating the  

protocols to world standards, Todd had  

confirmed an audit date for April 2020, only to 

be interrupted by the hype and subsequent 

travel regulations around Covid-19. 

Todd said on Sunday: “After all of this I do have 

some good news. The United Kingdom has  

undertaken to audit our protocols outside of  

European Union. When they left the EU, they 

automatically adopted all the statuses of the EU 

as of January 2021. 

“At this moment the audit is not possible due to 

Covid-19 restrictions, but we are hoping that 

they will be eased in the very near future so 

that we can get this done sooner rather than 

later.” 

 

Trainer Mike de Kock, South Africa’s best-

known international competitor, said that he 

had given up hope. “Nobody is keeping  

promises. It’s a sad state of affairs and what 

they’re doing to our industry is a travesty. We 

implemented a top-class system to please the 

EU, this came at great expense to our industry 

for little or no reciprocation. They’ve given us 

the cold shoulder and we’re at their mercy. I’ve 

now resigned myself to being a prisoner of the 

EU and its mechanics.”   

-International Racing Club. 

www.internationalracing.club 

Export protocols must fall—from Page 2 
Ferraris said: “A further two-and-a-half months 

after the delay in Mauritius, Captain Fontane 

suffered a bout of colic and had to leave the 

quarantine station to be treated by Dr. Roy 

Gottschalk, under whose care he thankfully  

recovered quickly. But leaving the facility, even 

just for a day or two, meant that he had to start 

his period of quarantine all over again!” 

Ferraris said: “The money a horse like this can 

earn you is one thing, but we’re all horsemen 

too, we love the animal and we decided to call it 

a day with Captain Fontane’s travelling plans.  

“Once they’ve had colic, chances are they can 

suffer another bout on an arduous future trip.” 

Ferraris added: “Just last week I won a race 

worth the equivalent of R2-million in Hong Kong 

with Dirty Harry, a gelding by Master Of My 

Fate, a South African-bred we bought from  

Yogas Govender. But I’ve had it with the EU 

and this terrible situation now. Until this is  

resolved, I won’t be buying a horse in South  

Africa again. (My fellow-trainer) Tony Millard 

feels the same. We’re not buying again until  

direct flights are possible.” 

Garth Puller reported on Sunday: “Captain  

Fontane arrived back in the yard a few days 

ago and I am happy to say he is well. He is still 

a naughty bugger, full of himself as always and 

he’s gained weight. He came charging at me, I 

had to remind him who is boss. 

“There is nothing I wanted more than to see this 

horse compete in Hong Kong, I was so looking 

forward to it. He’s top class. But this is where 

we find ourselves now.  

“Some runners of Captain Fontane’s age are 

already four or five-time winners and nearing 

their peaks for the classic season.  

“He won’t be ready for the classics and we may 

have to leapfrog into a race like the Champion 

Stakes (against the leading older horses) at the 

end of July, but his will be a step-by-step  

re-introduction, we have not earmarked any  

races. I won’t be pushing him.” 

Adrian Todd, MD of South Africa’s Equine 

Health and Protocols (SAEHP), has had to bear 
Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

https://www.internationalracing.club/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com


5 

 

Lot 75 
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Nominations for all of the World Sports  
Betting (WSB) Guineas, WSB Fillies  
Guineas, and Independent On Saturday Drill 
Hall Stakes went down today 
 
This trio of G2 contests at Hollywoodbets  
Greyville on Sunday 2 May marks the day 
when the KZN Champions Season hits  
overdrive 

The Colts Guineas has attracted a stellar line-
up. Respective G1 Cape Guineas and Derby 
winners Russian Rock and Linebacker (above) 
are there, and Vaughan Marshall backs up the  
latter with highly impressive G3 Byerley Turk 
winner Seeking The Stars, who seems sure to 
take to Greyville like a duck to water. 
 
In addition the undefeated Kommetdieding is 
also set to make his first appearance outside of 
Cape Town.  
 
Yet rated to win is a horse yet to win a Stakes 
race of any type. Johan Janse van Vuuren’s 
Copper Mountain got his 121 for recently  
running a gallant second to top class year older 
Got The Greenlight in the G1 Horse Chestnut 
at Turffontein. And before that he was a close 
up third to Malmoos in the Gauteng Guineas.   
 
Next best on ratings is fellow Gauteng raider 
MK’s Pride (119), who also attained his mark 
against Got The Greenlight. He gutsily held him 
off in the G2 Hawaii Stakes just over a month 
ago, in receipt of 5kg.  
 
Paul Peter’s challenger is solidly backed up by 
Catch Twentytwo, who ran close to Malmoos in 
both the Gauteng Guineas and SA Classic.    
 
None of the Cape horses have met older rivals 
yet in Group company, so they may well all be 
a little undervalued. Although Rapscallion 

(absent here) did that theory no favours with a 
tame capitulation in the listed Sledgehammer 
on Sunday.  
 
One notable absentee is Jet Dark, the highest 
rated three-year-old in the country at 130.  
 
But Justin Snaith did indicate recently that he 
might skip this race, and the Trippi colt  now 
looks set to face older rivals again in the  
Hollywoodbets Gold Challenge on June 12. 
 
This may well be a ‘political’ decision, as Snaith 
and owner of both Nic Jonsson would gain no 
benefit from July hopeful The Gatekeeper (110) 
finishing too close to Jet Dark 
 
Head and shoulders 
 
The Fillies version appears far easier to call, 
with 126 rated nascent superstar Captain’s 
Ransom (below) sure to go off at restrictive 
odds.  

Adam Marcus’s Princess Calla, who followed 
her home in the Cape Fillies Guineas, looks 
most likely to make a race of it.  
 
Hall of fame 
 
The Drill Hall Stakes over 1400m is traditionally 
the point where older July contenders make a 
start.  
 
Rainbow Bridge and Do It Again fall into that 
category, and the latter only has 57kg, as he 
hasn’t won a Group race over the past 18 
months.  
 
Five three-year-olds are nominated, with Stuart 
Pettigrew’s Vars Vicky the only one not also 
nominated for the Guineas. –tt 
  

KZN season set to blast off  
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Cape Thoroughbred Sales (CTS) will be 
staging the 2021 CTS Mare and Mixed Sale 
at De Grendel Wine Estate on Thursday, 20 
May 2021.  
 
“This is an ideal opportunity to acquire mares 
ahead of the breeding season and, as always, 
a place where shrewd buyers can find quality 
breeding prospects.  
 
“The sale will also feature horses in training 
and weanlings, an attractive variety for buyers,” 
said Grant Knowles, Bloodstock and Marketing 
Director of CTS. 
 
The live sale will be enhanced by online  
participation, enabled by online auctions  
company Meerkat, and Knowles said: 
  
“Online clients enjoyed a seamless experience 
at the recent Cape Premier Yearling Sale, and 
the same team will be on hand to facilitate bids 
from buyers who cannot attend the live  
auction.” 

 
For more information please contact : 
Grant Knowles : grant@cthbs.com 
Amanda Carey : amanda@cthbs.com 
 
Download the Meerkat app to register (before 
19 May) and to bid on 20 May. 
 
 
   

Mare and mixed sale approaching 

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, CLICK 
THIS LINK FOR PAST ISSUES  

www.turftalk.co.za  

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

In yet another significant show of support 
for the South African horse racing industry 
– and KwaZulu-Natal racing in particular, 
Hollywoodbets has committed to a 3-year 
sponsorship of the Hollywoodbets Gold 
Challenge that will see the stake for this 
prestigious race increase from R500 000 to 
R1 000 000.  

The Hollywoodbets Gold Challenge will now be 
the (joint) second richest race on the South  
African racing calendar, being surpassed only 
by the Vodacom Durban July. 

Over the past two years, Hollywoodbets has 
introduced initiatives to support each and every 
group of stakeholders in KZN and the timing for 
this new initiative is both exciting and gratifying.  

“If one looks back to July 2019 when  
Hollywoodbets secured the landmark naming 
rights to Hollywoodbets Greyville and  
Hollywoodbets Scottsville, who could have  
predicted that we were about to embark on one 
of the most economically challenging periods 
that South African Horseracing has ever had to 
endure? Hollywoodbets increased its support of 
the industry during a time when it has been 
needed most and to now have our partner as a 
long-term title sponsor of one of our most  
prestigious Grade 1 races during Champions 
Season, is the perfect fit,” said Steve Marshall, 
Gold Circle’s Marketing and Events Executive. 

Hollywoodbets Brand & Communications  
Executive, Devin Heffer explains that this  
sponsorship is about much more than just the  
Hollywoodbets Gold Challenge. “This is about 
being associated with equine excellence and 
ensuring that the value and prestige of our 
champions is not diluted by economic stress. 
Hollywoodbets views itself as an integral part of 
the horse racing industry and the KwaZulu-
Natal economy. The Champions Season is the 
magnet that attracts nationwide interest in the 

sport, and we are delighted to have the  
opportunity to meaningfully demonstrate our 
commitment to racing’s wellbeing. We will also 
use the day to enthusiastically build a bridge 
between horse racing and our other valued 
partners in sport and in the media.”    

The 2021 edition of the Hollywoodbets Gold 
Challenge is likely to see two past champions in 
Rainbow Bridge (above) and Do It Again  
renewing their rivalry along with L’Ormarins 
Queens Plate winner, Jet Dark (below).  

However, with R1 000 000 up for grabs, there 
will definitely be a host of  
challengers to the throne, as this year’s race, 
scheduled for Saturday 12 June at  
Hollywoodbets Greyville, promises to be one of 
the most eagerly anticipated races of  
Champions Season. 

Gold Challenge Stake doubled to R1m 
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Carroll Street is a young horse on the rise 
and 13-time champion jockey-turned-trainer 
Douglas Whyte says he is learning what is 
required to nurture promising juveniles 
through the arduous Hong Kong system. 
 
The three-year-old returned in top order at Sha 
Tin on Saturday, bolting in under jockey  
Vincent Ho Chak-yiu to announce his return to 
racing following respiratory issues. 
 
Whyte’s relief was there for all to see post race, 
with the handler saying his patience had been 
rewarded. 
 
“I was adamant when I entered him last time 
that he would be a winning chance at the  
Valley.  
 
“I thought he would suit it there with his 
short, sharp burst,” he said of his  
scratching in February. 
  
“Having sat on him and worked him, I wasn’t 
going to run him with the mucus that he had. I 
think it could have been to his own detriment – 
he would have gone backwards rather than  
forwards. 

“He gets better every time, it is very satisfying. 
It is to do with Conghua, if he was boxed up 
here with the pollution in the air, [the mucus] 
could have been lingering on for a lot longer.” 
  
After producing a number of promising  
youngsters in his short training career, Whyte 
said he is learning which ones he can push on 
with and which ones he can’t. 
 
The trainer says the son of Outreach has not 
only made huge physical development since 
arriving in Hong Kong from Australia, but  
mental improvement as well. 
 
“You can get them ready to win first-up but it is 
how you cuddle them after that [that matters],” 
he said. You can bring them back to the races if 
they are tough enough but if you bring them 
back and you hurt them, it can take a long time 
to get over it. 
 
“[Carroll Street] is one of the few that indicated 
to me that he did his best in two runs so it was 
time to back off a bit. When he came here he 
was tiny. He has grown substantially even 
though he still looks small. 
(continues Page 13) 

Easy Street for Whyte’s star youngster 

Douglas Whyte welcomes back Carroll Street and jockey Vincent Ho on Saturday.  
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“Besides a growth spurt, mentally he has been 
a big changer. He has come from the bush and 
hit the city of Hong Kong and gone ‘wow’.” 
 
With that in mind, Whyte said he would be  
cautious in deciding where to go next with  
Carroll Street, saying he would not be rushed 
into racing him regularly against seasoned 
horses. 
 
“We will look at the programme and see what is 
available for him,” he said. “He isn’t a horse I 
will bring back to the races too soon, he is 
small but he gives his best so he will appreciate 
a bit of time between races.” 
 
Carroll Street’s victory also marked astute 
bloodstock agent David Price’s 700th win in 
Hong Kong. 
 
The Price Bloodstock brand is well  
remembered for purchasing the likes of Silent 
Witness, Hot King Prawn, Ivictory and most  
recently Courier Wonder. 
 
It is fitting it was a Whyte-trained horse that 
helped bring up the significant milestone given 
it was the South African who was in the saddle 
for a number of those 700 victories when riding 
for 11-time champion trainer John Size. 
 
“Douglas probably rode plenty of the 700,” 
Price laughed.  
 
“Every milestone is satisfying. Everyone at 
home is working hard to get to 800 wins as 
soon as possible.” 
 
Carroll Street was the first leg of an impressive 
double for Whyte, who also had three minor 
placings on the day. Taking Aim was a  
dominant wire-to-wire winner of the Class 

Three Devon Handicap (1,400m) with the  
former John Moore-trained galloper finally  
finding his feet for his new handler. 
 
Whyte admitted it was challenging to workout 
the Australian import, but it was a change in 
tactics that proved the difference on Saturday. 
 
“It has taken a long time to work the horse out, 
he is not the most simple individual,” he said. 
“He is quite pedantic both mentally and  
physically. 
 
“Distance-wise he is a dead set 1,400m horse, 
you have to get him to the race where he can 
lead and lead comfortably. He has been  
attacked and then he hasn’t got out so he has 
had his own misfortunes but today it all went 
his way.” 
 
It was Whyte’s apprentice Jerry Chau Chun-lok 
who was in the saddle for the breakthrough  
victory, with the 21-year-old using his seven-
pound claim to full advantage to spear the son 
of Choisir over to the rail within two furlongs 
from a sticky barrier 11 before controlling the 
race for an easy victory.  www.scmp.com 

Easy Street for Whyte star—from Page 12 

Carroll Street (left) cruises in  Pic: Kenneth Chan. 


