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First to break the seven-figure barrier was their 

bay colt Jet Dynasty. By former champion sire 

Dynasty, Lot 73 is out of Jet Belle, a daughter 

of another former champion stallion in Jet  

Master. His granddam is Bella Bianca, who 

was twice voted champion stayer in the late 

1990’s.  

Jet Belle won at G2 and G3 level, and was G1 

placed on multiple occasions. Jet Dynasty is 

her third foal. The final bid was a cool R1,2  

million.  

And just prior to that Drakenstein’s Lot 68 had 

set the opening standard, going for a price of 

R800,000. Bay colt African Torrent is by Trippi, 

and produce of the Giant’s Causeway (USA) 

mare Irish Torrent. That makes him a full  

brother to White River, who was fourth in the 

G1 Cape Guineas of 2018.  

That one has assumed champion status since 

being exported to Mauritius, winning eight of 

his ten starts there.   

New kid in town   

Early sales topper Jet Dynasty was knocked 

down for R1,2 million to Mrs Sandy Arundel, a 

relatively new name in the horse-owning  

game, and will be trained by Wendy Whitehead 

in Kwazulu-Natal. (to Page 2) 

Mrs Gaynor Rupert’s Drakenstein Stud produced all the early fireworks at the National 
Yearling Sale which began today in Germiston. 

Drakenstein dominate early at NYS    

Shannon Devoy celebrates another winner Lot 73-Jet Dynasty 
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Sunday. Obviously it’s great to have her  

supporting us with this type of quality  

bloodstock,” commented Wendy Whitehead 

when contacted today.  

And indeed Mrs Arundel had already purchased 

two other prize lots for the yard earlier in the 

session.  

Punningly named Rugger Bugger (Lot 40) is by 

former Equus champion sprinter What A  

Winter, and out of dual G2 winner and 3xG1 

runner-up Hammie’s Hooker. I’m sure Candice 

Bass-Robinson had a few looks at this one! 

 

But Mrs Arundel had the final say, and the colt 

from Hemel ‘N Aarde near Hermanus was  

secured for R550,000.  (to Page 4) 

Drakenstein dominate early  at NYS—from Page 1 

“Mrs Arundel owns the Grade 3 winning filly 

Mount Laurel, which is her first horse. Mount 

Laurel recently joined us from the Alexander 

yard, and makes her first appearance for me on 

Lot 68-African Torrent 

Pic—Candiese Lenferna 
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As we went to press the Hong Kong Jockey 

Club knocked the ball out of the park with 

R2.4 million for Lot 191.  

Power Factor is a Silvano colt out of the G2 

winning Glen Kotzen trained Captain Al mare 

Princess Royal and was part of the  

consignment of Maine Chance Stud.  

Thursday's session achieved an aggregate 

of R47.225 million -with the average price 

settling at R262 361 and a median of 

R200 000. –tt  

   

        

Drakenstein dominate early at NYS—from Page 2 

Earlier Mrs Arundel had landed Somerset 

County (Lot 5), a Master Of My Fate colt out of 

Fort Wood mare Far Hills, making him a half-

brother to the previously mentioned Mount  

Laurel (Ideal World).  

Sent to sale by Wilgerbosdrift, he was knocked 

down for R250,000. 

But  later in the day Justin Vermaak, acting on 

behalf of the Hong Kong Jockey Club  came up 

with R1.5 million for Mauritzfontein’s Lot 137. 

Named Hopjes, the colt is a full brother to  

Mike de Kock’s G2 winner Barahin, who is 

owned by the recently deceased Sheik Hamdan 

bin Rashid al Makhtoum . Hopjes is by  

Gimmethegreenlight and out of Mocha Special 

by Silvano. This is also the family of 2007 

Vodacom July winner Hunting Tower.  

Avontuur also joined the millionaires club later 

in the day, as their October Fair assumed the 

mantle of highest priced filly. Lot 133 is by  

Silvano and out of the Var  mare Miss October, 

making her a half sister to current Equus Cham-

pion 2-year-old colt Tempting Fate(Master Of 

My Fate).  

She fetched R1.1 million of  

Lammerskraal Stud’s hard earned cash.    

 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Lot 137 Hopjes Pic-Candiese Lenferna 

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, CLICK 
THIS LINK FOR PAST ISSUES  

www.turftalk.co.za  

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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Undefeated Japanese cult heroine Sodashi (Kurofune{USA}) looks like something out of a 
children’s fantasy story after her G1 1000 Guineas victory at the weekend.    

Just off to Narnia land 
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The morning after a fire in barn 60 at  
Belmont Park which claimed the lives of two 
of his horses, trainer Wayne Potts made an 
emotional post on Facebook identifying the 
two horses as graded stakes  
winner American Sailor (City Zip) 
and Beastie D (Verrazano) an unraced  
3-year-old who was a $15,000 OBS Winter 
Mixed Sale purchase earlier this year. 
 
The 9-year-old American Sailor won the GIII 
Troy S. at Saratoga, crossing the line second, 
but moved up to first upon the disqualification 
of Imprimis (Broken Vow). 
 
“I wanted to take a moment to express my  
sincere gratitude to everyone who assisted in 
removing my horses from the fire this evening,” 
posted Potts at 1 a.m.  
 
“Thank you from the bottom of my heart to  
every single one of you that put yourselves at 
risk to make sure 58 horses are able to see  
another day. The actions of so many this  
evening proved that this industry is a family 
with a fierce love of the horse that triumphs 
over anything else. 

“I am heartbroken to say that Beastie D and 
American Sailor were both unable to be saved 
and perished. Beastie D, a 3yo Verrazano colt 
was a recent purchase from the Sale in Ocala. 
While we didn't have him long, his presence 
was felt as he was an individual with an  
abundance of class and potential. 
 
“American Sailor was a part of my family and 
took my operation to a new level. We were  
preparing for a 9yo campaign and he had been 
training fantastic. This was a horse that owed 
me absolutely nothing. He was the pride and 
joy of my stable and was the horse that took 
me places in my career that I had only ever 
dreamed of going.  
 
“Sailor was so loved by everyone that worked 
with and around him. He was one of the  
sweetest horses to be around in the stall, but 
when he stepped foot on the track–he was 
nothing but business. He was family. 
 
“I want to also express my condolences to my 
owners Dan Eubanks and Raj and Vedhya 
Jagnanan who love their horses dearly & to my 
staff who go above and beyond day (to Pg 10)

Poignant story of Belmont fire rescue 

Wayne Potts and ill-fated listed winner American Sailor. Pic: Sarah K. Andrew. 
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in and day out to make sure our horses receive 
the best care. Thank you again to everyone 
who has reached out. It is much appreciated. 
#BELMONTSTRONG.” 
  
“The tragic loss of both horses will be deeply 
felt by the hard working women and men of the 
New York racing community, who dedicate 
themselves to the sport and to the care of these 
equine athletes,” said Dave O'Rourke, NYRA 
President & CEO. “That collective dedication 
and sense of community was on display this 
evening, when the heroic and selfless response 
of so many prevented further loss and saved 
the lives of dozens of horses.” 
 
Reports of the fire began to circulate on Twitter 
shortly after 6 p.m., with several mentioning 
loose horses. Trainer Robert Falcone, Jr. was 
one of the first on the scene after noticing the 
smoke on his way to the track kitchen and 
quickly gathered a group of horsemen to help 
evacuate the horses from the smoke-filled barn. 
He also posted a request for help on Facebook. 
 
“I knew something wasn't right, so I ran back to 
our barn and yelled to my team to grab shanks 
and halters and hurry up,” said Falcone, Jr. “I 
thought I'd post it and that someone from the 
backside is bound to see it and once one  
person sees it, they'll start calling people.” 
 
Falcone described the hectic scene as the  
racing community jumped in to save as 
many horses as possible. 
 
“It was really smoky in there,” he said. “We 
were trying to get through a shedrow full of 
smoke and get into stalls of horses and you 
can't see into the stalls. At the same time, there 
were horses without halters running down the 
shedrow that you can't see. As you're running 
in and out, as soon as someone yells, 'loose 
horse,' you have to get against the wall  
because you don't know where he's coming 
from.” 
 
He continued, “As soon as we took the horses 
out, someone would take them from us and get 
them to a safe spot. Then we would go back in 
and get more and come back out again. We 
started using the cross bar [stall guard] when 
we ran out of shanks to run back in and keep 
getting them out.” Falcone was also in the stall 
with Potts attempting to save American Sailor, 
who was one of the two horses lost in the 
blaze. 

“I feel so bad for the horses that died. I was in 
the stall with Wayne for American Sailor,” said 
Falcone. “Wayne was standing next to me and 
the horse was somewhere in the stall and you 
couldn't even see each other. We were trying to 
get the horse out but it was impossible to see 
and communicate. We just had to get out of 
there. You can only stay in there for so long in 
all that before you're going to pass out. I feel so 
bad we couldn't get him out.” 
 
Trainer Brad Cox's assistant Dustin Duggas 
was among those who jumped to action,  
welcoming 21 of the horses into his barn.: 
“Dustin had 21 empty stalls on his side, so we 
started counting up horses and sending them 
over,” said Falcone. “It was pretty quick how 
fast we organized everything in that time frame 
and in those circumstances. There's not many 
of us making a great living doing this. We do it 
for the horses and even when they're not  
horses in your barn, when something happens 
everyone bands together so quickly. It's not 
even a thought process, it's just somebody 
needs help and go. We're all here for one  
reason and it's because we love the horses.” 
  
Tuesday night, trainer Raymond Handal  
Tweeted, “Tragic day. Barn fire out. The horses 
have been relocated and everyone seems to be  
situated, hay, water, and feed tubs set for  
surviving group. The entire racing community 
came together with a force to help. So sad and 
heartbroken for the ones that didn't make it.” 

 
thoroughbreddailynews.com 

Poignant story of Belmont fire-from Page 8     
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

WHEN it comes to the horses, Manchester 
United are first past the post. 

New research has found that there are more 
horse names inspired by the Red Devils than 
any other club - and they've also been the most 
successful on the track. 

OLBG’s 'What’s In A Mane' investigation has 
studied more than 50 competitive racehorses 
with names linked to football clubs, managers 
and players. 

They have also compiled a league table ranking 
each club in terms of money earned per race 
and the number of horses linked to each team. 

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer's men might be second in 
the Premier League - but they have a table-
topping 11 horses related to the club by name, 
making them the most popular and most  
profitable football club in racing. 

Their squad of horses are headed by the Sir 
Alex Ferguson-owned, top-class former Flat 
horse Rock Of Gibraltar (above), who won  
seven Group 1s during a brilliant career. 

The 11 horses with Manchester United-related 
names boast a win percentage of 26.77 in 198 
starts - accumulating earnings of almost £3 mil-
lion at a rate of £15,000 per race That’s enough 
to see them claim top spot based on prize  
money, just ahead of Spanish (to Page 14)  

Man Utd top of the Racing League 

Pic—Reuters 
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giants Barcelona who have been represented 
by the American-trained Messi in 21 races,  
winning four but still making almost £14,000 per 
race. 

The second-most popular by name count is 
Leeds, who have eight runners named in their 
honour. They include Kevin Ryan's  
sprinters Bielsa (below) and Captain Cooper, 
talented speedster Yorkshire Pirlo and David 
O'Meara's Pablo Hernandez. 

But, much like the Leeds sides before their  
return to the top flight, they have performed 
poorly out on the turf - returning just £967.96 
per race - with only four clubs offering lower 
returns. 

United’s cross-city rivals Manchester City have 
the horses with the most competitive starts  
between them, with seven horses making 309 
starts. 

But their strike-rate of 43 wins - at 13.92 per 
cent - and earnings of just £2,270.50 means 
that Manchester is red in the horse racing 
world. 

Reigning Premier League champions Liverpool 
are another club with a strong stable, with  
runners such as Klopp, Captain Gerrard, Spirit 
Of Shanks, Van Dijk, Mosala and Gerrard’s 
Slip. 

They have made 124 starts between them, 
notching 22 wins (17.74 per cent) and earnings 
of £1,983.22 per race, with Captain Gerrard, 
owned by the late tyre magnate Reg Bond, their 
top-earner. 

Sunderland are the surprise package in the 
What’s In A Mane standings. 

They have struggled on the pitch in recent 
years, but they have been well-represented on 

the racecourse through Roker Park (below) and 
The Mackem Bullet - a high-class daughter of 
Frankel. 

Between those two horses, Sunderland sneak 
into the top three behind Manchester United 
and Barcelona thanks to the performances of 
The Mackem Bullet, who has earned 
£251,621.63 during her career. 

Other horses who have hit the target 
are Defoe, Van Nistelrooy and Christopher 
Wood - while Kool Kompany and Captain 
Dunne, who made 100 starts, have proved rock
-solid during their careers. 

thesun.co.uk 

  

Man U top Racing League-from Page 12 

A not photoshopped Jurgen Klopp with a horse 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za


15 

 

Lot 75 

Lot 358 Lot 70 
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Douglas Whyte says his promising  
youngster Carroll Street is primed to 
bounce back following a trip to Conghua 
which has allowed him to get some  
“clean air”. 
 
The three-year-old was an impressive debut 
winner in December before being a beaten  
favourite when stepping up into Class Three for 
the first time. He was then scratched from his 
next start with vets finding respiratory issues, 
but Whyte says they are a thing of the past. 
 
“He went away for a little break and he has 
come back really well,” he said. 
 
“The reason he got pulled out before his last 
start was because he had mucus and they took 
a sample and it wasn’t that great. It was a case 
of getting him out of here and getting some 
clean air so we decided to put him up there [in 
Conghua] and it’s worked well.” 
  
After copping what was effectively a 17-point 
ratings hit – taking into account Jerry Chau 
Chun-lok’s seven-pound claim – following his 
debut win, Whyte believes the enforced time off 
could be a blessing in disguise. 
  
“It probably wasn’t a bad thing anyway,” he 
said. “He came in very immature and did  

everything in a way that was unexpected so a 
break like that has done him the world of good, 
he has come back both physically and mentally 
in great condition. 
 
“The pressure in jumping class like he did  
obviously took its toll internally, that can  
happen. A break seems to have sorted him out, 
he is healthy and happy.” 
  
Carroll Street returns against just nine rivals in 
the Class Three Cornwall Handicap (1,000m) at 
Sha Tin on Saturday and while it is easy to 
dwell on the fact his youngster was forced to 
race up in Class Three last start, Whyte says it 
is better to look ahead instead. 
 
“He won well but I just thought being what he 
is, he could have been afforded the benefit of 
the doubt and stayed in the grade, He still  
handled himself well up in grade.  
 
“We can stand here all day and argue about a 
lot of horses. He got what he got so there’s no 
point looking backwards now, only forwards.” 
 
Whyte finds himself in the middle of a  
frustrating run of form, having netted just 19 
winners so far this season in comparison to the 
44 he landed in his debut season.  
(to Page 18) 

Fresh Air boosts Whyte’s top youngster 

Douglas Whyte works Carroll Street at Sha Tin recently. 
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But it is likely types such as Carroll Street that 
give the champion jockey-turned-trainer hope  
that he is on the verge of turning the corner. 
 
“He looks progressive and you can see it in him 
that he has some scope,” he said. “I can’t wait 
until he goes over six furlongs, I just thought 
being fresh we would run him over the 1,000m, 
he should run a good race.” 
 
Meanwhile, he  is hoping patience is rewarded 
for promising import Russian Emperor. 
  

The four-year-old finished second in the Hong 
Kong Derby last month and Whyte said he  
opted to err on the side of caution rather than 
throw him in the deep end at Group One level 
after only racing against his own age group. 
 
“At this stage he will head towards the Queen 
Mother Memorial [Cup] and then see where we 
go from there,” he said. “I sat on him on  
Tuesday and galloped him over six furlongs 
and he felt great.” 
   

www.scmp.com 

Fresh Air boosts Whyte’s youngster-from Pg 16 


