
1 

 

 www.turftalk.co.za  / editor@turftalk.co.za     Wednesday 14 April, 2021 

The 7-year-old mare will also have the most 

senior jockey in the saddle, with the 61-year-

old Shannon Devoy doing duty for the Jacques 

Strydom Racing Team. 

Onesie won this Listed race over 3200m in 

2019 with Greg Cheyne as her jockey. 

Last year the Glenlair Trophy remained with the 

Strydom stable, which has a proud record in 

this race, as the race fell away due to Covid-19 

in the 2019/20-season. 

Henk Steenkamp chatted to Devoy, who clearly 

still gets excited about riding in a big race and 

getting to know the new horses in the stable. 

That is why the Nelson Mandela Bay jockey is 

not thinking of retirement yet. 

When you ask Shannon about his retirement 

plans he quickly shrugs it off and rather wants 

to chat about the upcoming race. 

“I will give it another year or two in the saddle. I 

always said I will stop riding when I turn 63. 

“(The late) Stanley Amos still rode when he 

was 65 years of age. I don’t think I will make 

that,” Devoy said. 

“The aches and pains are there, I feel it, but I 

am fairly healthy and injury free.” (to Page 2) 

The defending champion Onesie will be the oldest amongst the 10 horses facing the  
starter in the Glenlair Trophy at Fairview on Friday. 

Veterans team up in Fairview feature    
Shannon Devoy celebrates another winner 
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“My brother is also getting involved with some 

new horses for the stable. I am looking forward 

to getting to know those horses and working 

with them at the stables.” 

We will ask Shannon again in two years’ time if 

he is thinking of retirement. 

I get the impression the answer will be the 

same: “Maybe I will give it another year or two.” 

 

 

Veterans team up in Fairview feature—from Page 1 

Devoy says he has a good working relationship 

with trainer Jacques Strydom. 

“I ride work three, four times a week at the  

stable. I don’t ride work for other stables  

anymore, running from the one stable to the 

next. No, I want to enjoy the game.” 

This past Friday he rode in two races on the 

Fairview Polytrack and will have two rides again 

at Friday’s meeting. 

“I can ride in three, four races at a meeting. 

Jacques knows which horses I can ride. There 

are certain horses that I won’t be riding at my 

age,” Devoy explained. 

He is looking forward to riding in the Glenlair 

Trophy on the Turf track. 

“This is a really strong Listed race with some 

Cape Town raiders in the field but Onesie’s 

preparation went well. With a light weight she 

can run well.” 

Onesie is owned by Shannon’s brother David, 

in partnership with Strydom, and was crowned 

as the East Cape Stayer of the year two years 

ago. 

Onesie wins the Glenlair (L) easily under Greg Cheyne in 2019. Pic: Pauline Herman. 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, CLICK 
THIS LINK FOR PAST ISSUES  

www.turftalk.co.za  

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Looking at the stats for leading jockeys worldwide, it’s heartening to see that our Lyle  
Hewitson has ridden more winners than anybody else during the current term. 
Of course seasons are at different stages in various parts of the world.   
Jockeys 
Australia (Melbourne): Jamie Kah 80, Damian Lane 54, Damien Oliver 44 
Australia (Sydney): James McDonald 90, Tommy Berry 78, Nash Rawiller 49 
Australia: Chris Parnham 141, Blaike McDougall 136.5, Tommy Berry 123 
France: Pierre-Charles Boudot 89, Theo Bachelot 44, Maxime Guyon 31 
Germany: Leon Wolff 11, Bauyrzhan Murzabayev 8, Lukas Delozier 7 
GB*: Oisin Murphy 142, William Buick 134, Tom Marquand 114 
Hong Kong: Joao Moreira 110, Zac Purton 92, Karis Teetan 52 
Ireland: Colin Keane 7, Seamie Heffernan 5, Chris Hayes 4 
Italy: Salvatore Sulas 30, Dario Vargiu 27, Federico Bossa 25 
Japan (JRA): Christophe Lemaire 57, Yuga Kawada 44, Kohei Matsuyama 43 
New Zealand: Danielle Johnson 141, Sam Collett 70, Lisa Allpress 64 
South Africa: Lyle Hewitson 173, Warren Kennedy 115, S’Manga Khumalo 110 
UAE: Tadhg O’Shea 49, Antonio Fresu 32, Fabrice Veron 28 
USA (money): Joel Rosario $7.24m (46), Irad Ortiz $6.68m (135), Florent Geroux $5.10m (64) 
USA (wins): Irad Ortiz 135, Flavien Prat 81, Arnaldo Bocachica 81 
* - season complete.  horseracingplanet.com 

Lyle leading the way across the world 
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It just so happens that two of our most  
accomplished and illustrious jockeys,  
Michael “Muis” Roberts and Piere “Striker” 
Strydom, both rode their first winners not at 
the Big T, or Greyville or Kenilworth, but at 
the historic and more intimate Scottsville 
racecourse. 
 
Fittingly, Roberts’s winning of both the South 
African and England jockey championships, is 
annually commemorated at Scottsville by the 
running of the Michael Roberts Handicap, and 
given that Strydom is likely to ride his 5,500th 
winner soon, and then retire, it would be  
historic and epic if he recorded that magnificent 
milestone at Scottsville. 
 
So, and without any fixing of races, my  
proposal is that we – the owners, trainers, Gold 
Circle – endeavour to attract Striker to ride in 
as many races as possible at Scottsville during 
April, and that this Striker Countdown serve as 
part of the build up to the KZN season.  
 
It surely follows without saying, that racing like 
every other business activity needs to rebound 
from the pandemic. 
 
Fortunately, the racing programme for  
Scottsville during April comprises several  
meetings and several minor feature races.  
 
A focused multi-media campaign to increase 
interest and hence turnover, in the Striker 

Countdown could attract punters, with  
bookmakers possibly offering stretched odds, 
doubles and trebles, on Striker’s mounts. 
 
Of course, it would be a fairy tale come true, if 
Striker, on 5,499 wins gets to ride in The July. 
 

<><><><><><><><><><> 
 

Reader Robert Haswell, who owns ‘a few 
horses trained by Nathan Kotzen’ submitted 
this interesting proposal in response to the 
article on Piere Strydom’s impending  
retirement we ran on Monday.   
 
Since we are already halfway through April, his 
proposal would realistically only be able to be 
implemented in May, if Mr Strydom bought into 
it.   
 
Mr Haswell says that he submitted the idea to 
Gold Circle in February but has had no  
response at all. 
 
His idea would certainly raise interest and is 
something that could be hyped up as the 5,500 
milestone comes into view. Just like Phumelela 
did when he was closing in on 5,000 a few 
years ago.  
 
A mark Strydom  reached on now highly  
promising stallion Act Of War in the G2  
Selangor (now Concorde) Cup at Kenilworth on 
22 November 2014.  –tt   

Reader proposes Strydom ‘farewell tour’ 

Striker’s last Vodacom July win on 20/1 outsider The Conglomerate for Joey Ramsden in 2016. 
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As is invariably the case, Klawervlei Stud 
presents a power packed group at Thursday 
and Friday’s National Yearling Sale.  
 
One of the picks has to be LOT 114 (above). 
This William Longsword filly out of Magnolia 
Lane is closely inbred to Sadler’s 
Wells (Northern Dancer), is a half-sister to Irish 
champion Torcedor (Fastnet Rock) and the 
very smart Eagle Alley (Silvano). Her dam is a 
full-sister to legendary stayer Yeats (Sadler’s 
Wells).  
 
There are another three William Longsword’s 
on offer.  
 
LOT 328 (right): Out of a G2 placed daughter of 
G1 winner FAIR MODEL (Model Man), this colt 
is a half-brother to four winners including  
dual Horse Of The Year, and eight time G1  
winner, LEGAL EAGLE (Greys Inn). (As Agent) 

LOT 419: (over page): Closely inbred to  
DANCING CHAMP (Nijinsky II) this filly is not 
only a half-sister to G1 winner JUST  
SENSUAL (Dynasty), but she is out of a G1 
winning champion CONSENSUAL (Camden 
Park). (to Page 10)  

Klawervlei packing a punch at Nationals     

Lot 114 

Lot 328 
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LOT 452: A half-brother to 2 winners, this colt 
is out of a stakes-placed VAR (Forest Wildcat) 
half-sister to globetrotting champion NATIONAL 
CURRENCY (National Assembly) and G2  
winner DOLLAR BRIGHT (National Assembly), 
family of recent graded stakes winner WYLIE 
WENCH (Wylie Hall). 
 
There are also a quintet of Pomodoro  
offspring  going to market.  
 
LOT 124: This filly, out of a mare by the world’s 
premier sire GALILEO (Sadler’s Wells)
sports Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies  
winning champion PHONE CHATTER  
(Phone Trick) as her third dam. 
 
LOT 267: From the same family as G2 SA  
Fillies Nursery winner BASADI FAITH (whose 
sire MASTER OF MY FATE like POMODORO 
is a son of JET MASTER), this filly’s granddam 
is a dual winning own sister to multiple G1  
winning champion NATIONAL COLOUR (the 
dam of champion MUSTAAQEEM and exciting 
sire, and G1 winner, RAFEEF). (As Agent) 

LOT 269: A 3/4 brother to Pomodoro’s talented 
son PUTONTHEREDLIGHT, this colt is a half-
brother to G3 Cape Classic winner SILVER 
OPERATOR (Silvano) and is out of a stakes 
winning daughter of CAPTAIN AL (Al Mufti and 
G1 Thekwini Fillies Stakes winner 
ROXANNE (Western Winter). 

LOT 288: Directly descended from the 
mighty DROHSKY (Polyphontes), this full-
brother to 2 decent winners is out of a four time 
winning daughter of G2 Fillies Guineas  
winner STAR AWARD (Elliodor). (As Agent) 
 
LOT 319: POMODORO —  WESTERN EYES  
 
Twice Over has a trio of good looking  
contenders.  
 
LOT 244 is the final foal of dual G1 winner 
SHADOW DANCING (Fort Wood), and a half-
brother to her dual G1 winning daughter  
THUNDER DANCE. 
 
LOT 30  is out of triple G2 winning ROCK OF 
GIBRALTAR  mare GIBRALTAR BLUE.  
 
LOT 78 is a  half sister to Stakes winners 
SHAMROCK WIND and  GOLDEN BELLE.  
 
The remainder of the draft are by a n array of 
top stallions.  
 
LOT 82: TRIPPI — KILLER_WOMEN 
 
LOT 159: DYNASTY-ORATOR’S DAUGHTER 
 
LOT 165: GIMMETHEGREENLIGHT-PAGAN 
DANCE. Half brother to G1 winner and Equus 
champion three-year-old EDICT OF NANTES 
 
LOT 223: ROYAL MO--RUBICAT 
 
LOT 256: RAFEEF--SNOWBELLE (to Pg 12) 

Klawervlei packing a punch-from Page 8 

Lot 471 

Lot 267 

Lot  269 
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LOT 293: GIMMETHEGREENLIGHT -
THUNDER DANCE. Out of a dual G1 winning 
mare.  

 
LOT 295: QUERARI—TIGRESS 
 

LOT 351 GIMMETHEGREENLIGHT — ALL IS 
SECRET. Dam an Equus champion two-year-
old filly. Family of G1 winners RABIYA, THE 
SECRET IS OUT, BELA-BELA and   
SNOWDANCE 

 
LOT 431 GIMMETHEGREENLIGHT — 
DANCE AT DAWN (As Agent) 

 
LOT 457: DYNASTY-EROS’S GIRL (As Agent) 

Klawervlei packing a punch-from Pg 10 

Lot 165 

Lot 293 

Lot 295 

Lot 351 

Lot 431 

Lot 457 
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 “I just can’t believe I’m Rachael Blackmore!” - Rachael Blackmore 

Quote of the Week 
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Stonehill Stud near Magaliesberg has four 
lots going to Nationals, of which three are 
by Royal Mo, the only son of US boom  
stallion Uncle Mo currentlystanding in SA.  
 
LOT 174: (above) is a bay filly by ROYAL MO 
(Uncle Mo) out of listed placed seven time  
winning mare PEACH DELIGHT (Greys Inn)   

LOT 70 (over page) is AMERICAN MADE, a  
bay colt by ROYAL MO out of the twice winning 
Western Winter mare ISABELLE. 
 
His second dam is TOWNSEND (Captain Al) 
who won the G2 Diana Stakes and G3 
Stormsvlei Mile, and is the dam of G1  
winner EDEN ROC (Var). (To Page 18)    

Stonehill has four super lots 

Lot 174 
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Pictured above is LOT 75, a splendid chestnut 
colt by WILLIAM LONGSWORD from the  
TRIPPI mare  JEWELLER”S JOY,  a three-time 
winner who was Listed placed.  
    
The final Royal Mo is LOT 358. The unnamed 
bay colt (below) is out of NATIONAL EMBLEM 
mare ANTIGUA, who won two races. –tt 
  

  

Stonehill has four super lots-from Page 16 

Lot 75 

Lot 358 Lot 70 
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 What does National winner look like—from Pg xx 
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Jockey Kerrin McEvoy has defended his TJ 
Smith Stakes ride on Masked Crusader in 
the face of scathing criticism from co-trainer 
Wayne Hawkes. 

McEvoy, who was held up for clear running on 
Masked Crusader from the top of the straight 
until around the 200m, admits he didn't give the 
Hawkes gelding the perfect run. 
 
"Masked Crusader ran a huge race. Did we get 
the perfect run? No. We began a bit slower 
than I would’ve liked and then I wanted to hold 
the back of Order of Command but I soon 
copped pressure from Dirty Work on my outer," 
McEvoy told Punters. 
 
"Once this happened, 50m or so into the race, I 
never contemplated going back to the inside 
and following Libertini as in my opinion the  
inside was cut up and inferior ground. So I got 
the back of Bivouac and thought 'right, this will 
do for now'. 
 
"Approaching the 600m I was following Bivouac 
with Dirty Work still on my outer. Knowing that 
Dirty Work had had a cheap run, I envisaged 
him being full of running at the top of the lane 
and possibly being hard to move inside of when 
trying to obtain clear running, so I was scanning 
the options as we turned the corner. 
 
"As we passed the 500m mark I knew I had to 
get a hurry-on and try to get into the race as I 
was aware we weren’t perfectly placed and the 
front group were up and going. 
 
"I had to move to my only option on the table, 
which was towards the inside of the tiring  
Libertini. Eleven Eleven was directly inside me 
and from what I could tell he was being fully 
tested. I thought as I approached this run that 
I’ll probably have to make contact with Eleven 
Eleven and give him a little bump - which 
turned out to be more of a bump than I had  
anticipated - to get clear. 

"As you saw, my horse then flew home and 
there is no doubt with a better run we finish 
much closer to the winner Nature Strip," 
McEvoy said. 
 
While Hawkes was critical of McEvoy for not 
taking an inside run earlier, all previous winners 
on the card crossed the line at least three  
horses off the fence. 
 
"I’d been riding on the course all day and felt 
the inside had been cutting up and was inferior 
ground, so I wanted to try and ride my horse to 
get into the best ground," McEvoy said. 
 
"The results show that all the winners came 
down down that middle section, off the inside 
rail." 
 
While reluctant to divulge exactly what was said 
after the race, McEvoy disputes Hawkes'  
version of events. 
  
"Wayne is simply wrong in what he alleges he 
said to me post-race - he didn’t say what was 
stated on radio," McEvoy told Punters. 
 
"I'm happy to move on anyway. Masked  
Crusader is a lovely animal going great guns, 
superbly prepared by the Hawkes team. 
 
"I’d like to thank them and the ownership group 
for the opportunity in last week's race and wish 
them the best of luck in the All Aged over a  
furlong further on Saturday week."  

www.punters.com.au 

McEvoy responds to scathing criticism 
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A fire broke out at Barn 60 on the Belmont 
Park backstretch on Tuesday evening at  
pproximately 6:05 p.m., according to the 
New York Racing Association, Inc. (NYRA) 
in a press release, killing two horses trained 
by Wayne Potts. 
 
The release said that the had “responded to an 
active fire affecting Barn 60 at Belmont Park. 
NYRA security was joined by backstretch staff 
in rendering immediate assistance to the  
horses stabled in the barn at the time of the  
incident.” 
 
“The fire was restricted to Barn 60 which holds 
stalls for horses under the care of trainers 
Wayne Potts and Jeffrey Englehart. A total of 
58 horses were safely evacuated from the barn 
as a result of the immediate response by NYRA 
security, backstretch staff and the Elmont Fire 
Department.  
 
“Despite the best efforts of those involved in the 
rescue, two horses under the care of Wayne 
Potts perished as result of the fire. Those  
horses will be identified following appropriate 
notifications. There were no reported injuries to 
barn staff or NYRA employees.” 
 
According to the public information officer for 
the Nassau County Police Department, crews 
from both Elmont, N.Y., the town in which  
Belmont sits, and nearby Valley Stream, N.Y. 
responded to the scene. 
 
“The tragic loss of both horses will be deeply 
felt by the hard working women and men of the 
New York racing community, who dedicate 
themselves to the sport and to the care of these 
equine athletes,” said Dave O'Rourke, NYRA 
President & CEO. “That collective dedication 
and sense of community was on display this 

evening, when the heroic and selfless response 
of so many prevented further loss and saved 
the lives of dozens of horses.” 
 
The press release from NYRA said that  
firefighters “responded within minutes to  
extinguish the fire and secure the scene. The 
New York State Fire Marshal and officials from  
Nassau County are investigating the cause of 
the fire, which was not immediately apparent.” 
 
Reports of the fire began to circulate on Twitter 
shortly after 6 p.m. 
 
Around 6:30, Mertkan Kantarmaci, a trainer at 
Belmont, Tweeted, “Fire at Belmont Park with 
loose horses. Need help.” 
 
Zack Quintana, assistant trainer to Mark  
Hennig, sent Hennig a video that the trainer 
posted which shows three firetrucks outside of 
a barn on the backstretch, with at least a dozen 
uniformed firemen on hand. There are no  
apparent signs of fire at the time. 
 
Trainer Raymond Handal Tweeted, “Tragic day. 
Barn fire out. The horses have been relocated 
and everyone seems to be situated, hay, water, 
and feed tubs set for surviving group. The  
entire racing community came together with an 
force to help. So sad and heartbroken for the 
ones that didn't make it.” 
 
Just before 8 p.m., Kantarmaci Tweeted a  
video of himself in a barn in front of a horse's 
stall and said, “Sierra doesn't want me to leave 
him alone after fire at Belmont Park Race 
Track.” 
 
A phone call to Wayne Potts was not returned 
prior to publishing this story. 

thoroughbredracing.com 

Two horses die tragically in Belmont fire  
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It's never just one factor that brings two 
champions together for an electrifying 
showdown. 
 
Yet In regards to the April 17 showstopper in 
the Apple Blossom Handicap (G1) at Oaklawn 
Park, trainer Ken McPeek can list a staggering 
number of reasons for why he opted to 
send Swiss Skydiver  to Arkansas to 
face Monomoy Girl (above) in a blockbuster 
battle between reigning Eclipse Award winners. 
 
Each of them with a dollar sign attached to it. 
 
"Oh, you could say there's a million reasons 
why we're running Swiss Skydiver," McPeek 
said. 
 
The "million" is a tip of the hat to Oaklawn Park 
which is putting up a $1 million purse for  
Saturday's 1 1/16-mile handicap test for older 
fillies and mares that attracted the division's top 
stars who are ranked among the nation's top 
four runners. 
 

"It's going to be interesting. I don't know what 
else you can say. I know a lot of people are  
excited about it. I know we are," McPeek said. 
"We're coming with a beast." 
 
For Monomoy Girl, the champion older dirt  
female in 2020 and the Eclipse Award-winning 
3-year-old filly in 2018, the Apple Blossom had 
always been the second stop on her 2021 
schedule following the Feb. 28 Bayakoa Stakes 
(G3) at Oaklawn—which she won for her 14th 
victory in an illustrious 16-start career. 
 
Peter Callahan's Swiss Skydiver, the 2020 
Preakness Stakes (G1) winner and champion 3
-year-old filly, started the year in the March 13 
Beholder Mile Stakes (G1) at Santa Anita Park, 
with the April 30 La Troienne Stakes (G1) 
at Churchill Downs a possibility for her next 
start.  
 
But after the daughter of Daredevil   recorded a 
scintillating 2 3/4-length victory in the Beholder, 
it became clear to McPeek that Round 2 with 
Monomoy Girl was the way to go. (to Pg 28) 

Eclipse champions clash for $1m 
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Especially with $1 million on the line in a small, 
six-horse field. 
 
"To be the champion, at some point you have 
to beat the champion, don't you?" McPeek said. 
"And this seems like as good a time as any to 
try it. The timing was good. It's five weeks  
between races and Swiss Skydiver is doing  
really good." 
 
The first meeting between the two stars took 
place Nov. 7 in the Longines Breeders' Cup 
Distaff (G1), Swiss Skydiver's first start since 
her decision by a neck in the Preakness over 
Kentucky Derby Presented by Woodford  
Reserve (G1) winner and future Longines 
Breeders' Cup Classic (G1) victor and Horse of 
the Year Authentic.  
 
A stumbling start left her eighth in the early 
stages and she never entered serious  
contention while finishing seventh as Monomoy 
Girl cruised to a second triumph in the Distaff 
for trainer Brad Cox. 
 
"We've seen it once before," Cox said about the 
glittering matchup. "They did run against each 
other in the Breeders' Cup, but this is a true 
grade 1 and it will be a very competitive race.  

“It's what you want to see for a million dollars. 
I'm looking forward to the challenge." 
 
While the Distaff was the 10th start in her  
demanding 3-year-old campaign that saw the 
$35,000 purchase from the Select Sales  
consignment at the 2018 Keeneland  
September Yearling Sale run at nine different  
racetracks (including Oaklawn), Swiss Skydiver 
is heading into Saturday's battle fresh, with just 
one eye-opening race in the past five months.  
 
In the Beholder, she was fourth after the  
opening quarter-mile then took charge in the 
stretch and drew off with ease under jockey 
Robby Albarado to notch her first win against 
older fillies and mares. 
 
"The Beholder was a very impressive  
performance. It was her first race back from 
four months off and people thought it was  
ambitious," McPeek said about the $2 million 
earner bred by WinStar Farm.  
 
"But she's bigger and stronger now. She got a 
couple of months break after the fall campaign 
and she's gone from being a big girl to a big 
woman." 
(continues Page 31)  

Eclipse champions clash for $1m - from Page 26 

Swiss Skydiver Pic: Coady Photography 
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Swiss Skydiver will be facing a tall challenge in 
the 6-year-old Monomoy Girl, whose lone loss 
in her last 12 starts came through a  
disqualification from first to second in the  
Cotillion Stakes (G1).  
 
Only one of those wins was by a margin of less 
than a length. 
 
In the Bayakoa, her first start at Oaklawn, the 
daughter of Tapizar   won by two lengths over a 
sloppy track. 
 
"The way she's training, I think we'll get a really 
good run out of Monomoy Girl," said Cox, who 
will also send out Getridofwhatailesu  in the  
Apple Blossom.  
 
"I think she'll move forward off the Bayakoa. I 
don't think that was her favorite track." 
 
The earner of $4.5 million was purchased for 
$100,000 from the Gainesway consignment at 
the 2016 Keeneland September Yearling Sale 
and raced for Sol Kumin's Monomoy Stable, 
Michael Dubb, The Elkstone Group, and  
Bethlehem Stables.  
 
Following her second Distaff win in 2020, she 
was sold for $9.5 million out of the ELiTE  
consignment at The November Sale, Fasig-
Tipton's premier breeding stock sale in  

Lexington, to Spendthrift Farm, which added 
MyRacehorse and Kumin's Madaket Stables to 
the ownership group for this year's campaign. 
 
Monomoy Girl, the 124-pound highweight who 
will be ridden by Florent Geroux, drew post 6, 
while Swiss Skydiver (122 pounds) landed post 
2. 
 
"The outside post is fine," Cox said. "She 
seems to run on the outside most of the time." 
 
The main threat from the other four starters 
should be St. George Stable's Letruska
(pictured above-118 pounds), a multiple grade 
3-winning Super Saver   mare who was  
second in the Azeri Stakes (G2) for trainer 
Fausto Gutierrez and was a multiple grade 1 
winner in Mexico. 
 

bloodhorse.com 

Eclipse champions clash for $1m-from Page 28 


