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We suspected that, in Piere’s illustrious riding 
career of almost 41 years, he’d never been  
interviewed whilst sitting at home on a  
Saturday afternoon - not even when he was  
uspended from riding, or injured. 
 
“I think you are 100 percent right,” said Piere 
(pictured representing SA above)), who was 
without a Saturday ride for the first time in 
‘forever’, and not exactly pleased about it.  
 
He turns 55 this June and has suggested that 
he’s making plans to retire soon, but still, he 
says, “I want to ride, I am still very capable. 
That I was unable to secure a single mount at 
the Turffontein meeting saddens me in a way. 
 
“But I am realistic too. I am reaching the end of 
my career and I guess these are the kind of 
disappointments that go with it.” 

At the Vaal last Thursday his many fans, and 
many others around the world, would have  
witnessed the type of ride that made ‘Striker’ 
Strydom famous.  
 
This was a vintage display in a six-horse  
handicap over 1800m in which he rode 5yo 
gelding Sell High for trainer Dorrie Sham.  
 
Against him in a small race were three former 
recent Champion jockeys in Gavin Lerena, 
S’Manga Khumalo and Lyle Hewitson, also 
reigning champ Warren Kennedy and the  
capable Marco van Rensburg. 
 
Sell High dictated the pace, lobbing along  
under a typical, relaxed Strydom ride. Sell High 
quickened at the 500m mark and went two 
lengths clear, then came under pressure with 
250m to run and was headed and (to Page 2)

The Guinness Book Of World Records probably won’t be phoning, but the IRC are quite 
chuffed to have performed an historic interview with South Africa’s multiple Champion 
Jockey, Piere Strydom, at 2pm on Saturday, 10 April 2021. 
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hurts after a race day (broke it last year) and 
my knees have taken wear and tear, but I’m 
fine, good for a few dozen more winners! 
 
“The problem is that racing is dominated by the 
big stables these days. The major trainers have 
their stable jockeys who get the pick of the 
rides, their next rides go to the second and third
-string jockeys. They do the hard work in the 
morning, one can’t blame the trainers. 
 
“But some of the smaller stables are being 
squeezed out or have had to close due to  
economic pressure so the rides left to pick from 
are few and far between. The other thing you 
must remember is that most of the major  
trainers I rode for have retired, passed away or 
cut their strings to almost nothing.  
 
“I’m thinking of people like Brett Warren, who 
was at his peak when I joined him in my early 
years in Johannesburg, and Jean Heming,  
Ormond Ferraris, Charles Laird, Buddy Maroun, 
Brian Wiid and several others. I had a good run 
with David Ferraris too, he moved to Hong 
Kong years ago. So, progressively things have 
become harder, and now I have to make do 
with the breadcrumbs.”  (to Page 4) 

Will Striker get send off he deserves?—from Pg 1 

passed by a full length-and-a-half by Johnny 
Hero, with the others swooping down fast on 
the front pair. 
 
With 75m to run, however, Sell High (number 4 
above) came back for more, reeled Johnny  
Hero in and got up to win by a short-head – just 
three-quarters of a length covering the first five 
storming past the post.  
  
Strydom’s peerless judgement of pace has won 
him literally thousands of races since 1988, 
when he arrived in Johannesburg from his 
home town of Port Elizabeth, following the  
completion of his apprenticeship in 1985. 
 
In those days he was renowned for coming 
from off the pace and widely criticized for it, but 
over the years he perfected riding from the front 
or the middle of a pack too. After a while, most 
trainers just let Piere be, to do what he does 
best, without instructions. 
 
Now, all these years later, he is battling to  
secure mounts in the twilight of his career and 
he commented: “It’s not that I am not liked, or 
that the trainers think I am too old or over the 
hill or whatever. The little finger on my left hand 

Pic-JC Photos. 
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“After that, I hope to travel to Port Elizabeth to 
put a winner or two on the board, and to end off 
I’d like to ride in a few features during the Cape 
season at year-end, and also the Cape Town 
Met in January 2022. That would probably bring 
me close to calling it a day. I could be riding for 
another year, we’ll see.” 
 
Piere does not have a training career in mind 
once he retires and said: “I’d like to stay  
involved in racing, in a capacity of sorts, but I 
won’t be training.” 
 
Piere and his recently-wed wife, Chrisna 
(pictured above), have thought about travelling, 
enjoying some of the bounty brought forth by 
his riding exploits and he concluded: “We want 
to enjoy the good things, like travelling abroad. 
And in between I may look at doing something 
in the property market. Chrisna is an attorney, a 
property conveyancer and I’ve taken a keen 
interest in what she does.” 
 
“Striker” is a legend in South African racing, 
right up there with Michael Roberts as a icon 
with six national titles to his credit, and he’ll be 
a part of the country’s rich racing fabric forever.  
 
We wonder if trainers, in these last few months 
of the former “golden” boy’s career, will afford 
him the send-off he deserves?  

International Racing Club—Charl Pretorius 
www.internationalracing.club 

Will Striker get send off he deserves?—from Pg 2 

Still, he says, riding winners is a great thrill and 
now that they’re drying up, he enjoys them 
even more. “After Sell High had won, a few of 
the other jockeys in the race came to say well 
done. They said, ‘Gee, Striker, that was one of 
your best', and ‘Wow, Striker, you’re still the 
master!’ That gave me goosies." 
 
Piere also finds some satisfaction in giving his 
advice to trainers after he’d ridden their horses 
in a race, even if he doesn’t always retain the 
mounts for their next starts. “I told trainer  
Clinton Binda, for example, to put his six-year-
old Whorly Whorly over further than 1200m and 
to change his bit, because he pulls hard in a 
race. He’s won four races since. That makes 
me happy.” 
 
It was reported recently that Piere would retire 
by December 2021, but he hasn’t set an actual 
date and said: “My first milestone is to reach 
5,500 winners. I am 11 short of that mark. I’m 
not sure how long that will take, but hopefully it 
comes before my 55th birthday on 7 June!” 
 
(In his glory days, that would have been a task 
completed in a week, two at most) 
“I am hoping, too, to get a ride in what will be 
my final Durban July (he has won four of them), 
and to ride a few winners in KwaZulu-Natal  
during their winter Champions Season. Maybe 
Justin Snaith will throw me a bone for the July, 
he’ll have a few contenders.” 

https://www.internationalracing.club/


5 

 



6 

 

          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Trainer Paul Peter has confirmed Equus 
horse-of–the-year Summer Pudding will take 
her place in the Grade 1 HSH Princess  
Charlene Empress Club Stakes over 1600m 
on the Turffontein Standside track on  
Saturday. 
  
“We know 1600m is a touch on the short side 
for her, but she loves the track and will come in 
very well handicapped,” said Peter. 
 
Originally the plan was to run her in the Grade 
1 Premier’s Champions Challenge over 2000m 
at Turffontein on 1 May.  
 
“That may come too soon after this run, but we 
will see how she takes this race and then make 
a decision on her future,” added Peter. 
 
The Empress Club Stakes is for fillies and 
mares and is run under weight-for-age  
conditions.  
 
That means Summer Pudding will be at level 
weights with all but Zimbaba, the lone three-
year-old currently nominated, who will get 2.5kg 
from the balance of the field. 
 
As a result, Peter’s charge will be at least 5kg 
better handicapped with any of the other  
runners.  
 
Summer Pudding runs off a merit  
rating of 129 with the next best weighted  
runner, Running Brave, rated 119.  
 
In the WSB Summer Cup over 2000m, Running 
Brave was beaten 2.50 lengths by Summer 
Pudding and was in receipt of 2kg.It comes as 
no surprise the daughter of Silvano has been 
priced up at 5-10 with the balance of the field at 
9-1 and better. (in the ante-post market) 
 
Lady Of Steel finished a 2.10-length third  
behind Summer Pudding in last year’s Grade 1 

Woolavington 2000 at Greyville at level weights 
and could be better suited to this 1600m.  
 
While Sean Tarry’s has entered Seehaam, who 
could not have been more impressive when 
winning the Listed Jacaranda Handicap over 
1800m at Turffontein.      
 
However, Seehaam won with 52.5kg on her 
back, and if she accepts to run in the Empress 
Club Stakes, will carry 60kg.        
 
Declarations must be in by 11am on Tuesday. 

www.tabonline.co.za-Jack Milner 
  

  

Summer Pudding going for Empress Club  
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 What does National winner look like—from Pg xx 
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Cornerstone Stud will be offering a trio of 
yearlings, each sired by a G1 winning  
stallion, at this year’s National Yearling 
Sale. 
 
Perhaps the standout lot in Cornerstone’s  
National draft, is Future Knight (Above-Lot 
151), a colt by former Horse Of The Year and 
promising young sire Futura.  

This well bred colt is a half-brother to 3  
winners, notably this season’s G1 L’Ormarins 
Queen’s Plate winner, and National Sale  
graduate, Jet Dark. 
 
And further back, this is the family of  
international superstars Peintre Celebre and 
Stradivarius to name but two. 
(to Page 12) 

Cornerstone laying sound foundation at NYS   

Lot 151 
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Dubawi’s G1 winnng son Willow Magic has also 
made a promising start to his stud career and 
he is represented here by a colt (Above-Lot 
179) whose dam is a full-sister to Syringa 
Handicap second Saucy Savannah and  
half-sister to G1 GommaGomma Challenge 
winner Pick Six. 
 
The cleverly named US Open (Right-Lot 300), 
a colt by yet another exciting G1 winning  
stallion in the form of The United States, is a 
half-brother to five winners including the smart 
performers Tallinn and Tiptol. 

And his granddam is none other than former 
champion, and G1 Bloodline Classic heroine, 
Kundalini. 
 
Cornerstone’s full draft for the 2021 National 
Yearling Sale, which takes place at the TBA 
complex on April 15th and 16th, can be viewed 
online at www.bsa.co.za 
 
Looking to buy another Captain’s Ransom, Jet 
Dark, or Malmoos? Come to the National Sale 
and buy the horse of your dreams! 
  

Cornerstone laying sound foundation-from Pg 10 

Lot 179 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Lot 300 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Clifton Stud will be offering a well-balanced 
draft of yearlings at the upcoming National 
Yearling Sale, on April 15th and 16th. 
 
This imposing consignment has a horse for 
every buyer, with Clifton’s National Sale draft 
including lots by such proven and promising 
stallions as Canford Cliffs, Captain Of All, 
Erupt, Gimmethegreenlight, Mambo In Seattle, 
Oratorio, Querari, The United States, What A 
Winter and William Longsword. 
 
Among the highlights in this large draft are – 
An unnamed Erupt colt (Lot 36-below), whose 
dam is a five time winning daughter of Tapit. 

Ciribiri Bee (Lot 108-below) — an Oratorio colt 
out a winning three-parts sister to G1 SA  
Classic third Youcanthurrylove, from the family 
of champions Jay Peg and Kochka. 

Mystique Rouge (Lot 148—right) -a Mambo In 
Seattle three-parts brother to the talented  
Majestic Mambo. 

Que Ceu Azul (Lot 155—below) -a Querari filly 
out of a half-sister to G1 winner August Rush. 

Three Cliff Bay (Lot 292—below) -a Canford 
Cliffs filly whose dam is a winning daughter of 
G2 Gerald Rosenberg Stakes winner Spring 
Garland, the family of Real Princess and  
William Longsword. (to Page 16) 

Clifton has some hot bods for NYS  

Lot 36 

Lot 108 

Lot 148 

Lot 155 

Lot 292 
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Petit Verdot (Lot 310—below) -a What A Winter  
half-sister to Hong Kong G3 winner Chefano. 

Captain Casey (Lot 406—below) -a Captain Of 
All colt out of champion Casey’s Dance. 

Laguna Verde (Lot 421—right) -a  
Gimmethegreenlight colt whose dam is a G3 
placed daughter of G1 SA Fillies Classic winner 
Urabamba. 
 
An unnamed Erupt colt (Lot 427—top right) -out 
of a Street Cry daughter of multiple G1 winner 
Crimson Palace. 
 
Belle Fontaine (Lot 458—right centre) -The 
United States half-sister to G2 Montreal Mist. 
 
Wanting to buy a champion racehorse? Come 
to the 2021 National Yearling Sale and buy the 
horse of your dreams! www.bsa.com 

 

Clifton has some hot bods-from Pg 14 

Lot 310 

Lot 406 

Lot 421 

Lot 458 

Lot 427 
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Rachael Blackmore—then and now   
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Japanese racing fans may have found their 
newest cult hero in three-year-old Sodashi 
after she bounded to victory in the $US2.1 
million Japanese 1,000 Guineas, or “Oka 
Sho”, at Hanshin on Sunday. 
 
The result made it five wins from five starts for 
the brilliant white filly, whose name means 
“pure” in Sanskrit, and kicked off her three-year
-old season with a long-awaited victory in the 
first contest of Japan’s filly Triple Crown series. 
 
Under jockey Hayato Yoshida, Sodashi, who 
began the race as a short-priced favourite, 
scored another narrow triumph over rival 
Satono Reinas, just as she did in last year’s 
US$1.3 million Hanshin Juvenile Fillies Stakes. 
Fine Rouge followed close by in third. 
 
Sodashi hit the front early in the 1,600m  
contest and was well-placed on the rail 
throughout.  
 
She was flat out with 200m to go and held off a 
late raid from Satono Reinas and Fine Rouge. 
The filly’s growing appeal is set to skyrocket as 
she became the first white to claim a Grade 

One flat contest taking the win in a record time 
of 1:31.1. 
 
Sired by the great white Japanese champion 
Kurofane and out of Buchiko, a popular  
coloured mare who herself had a reputation as 
a handful on the track, Sodashi is reported to 
be temperamental like her mother, which only 
adds to her intrigue for followers. She has  
undergone extensive training around starting 
gates with long-time jockey Yoshida previously 
reporting that she hates to be near the gates. 
 
Sodashi’s trainer Naosuke Sugai said she  
requires more care than other horses in his  
stable. 
 
“She can be overly sensitive, so we brought her 
back to the training centre early and gave her 
gate practice,” Sugai said earlier this week. 
   
“The staff has been really good about caring for 
her and, being all white, it’s not easy. She gets 
a lot of attention every day,” he added. 
 

South China Morning Post 
www.scmp.com 

Sodashi becoming a superstar  
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Like countless young pony riders, Rachael 
Blackmore watched the film National Velvet 
starring Elizabeth Taylor and dreamed of 
one day winning the Grand National. 
 
On 10 April 2021 she made fantasy a reality. 
The first female jockey to triumph in the world's 
most famous steeplechase, with a stirring  
victory on Minella Times. 
 
"National Velvet was definitely something that 
would have been on the television when we 
were growing up. I've got no punchy line to go 
with it," she told me. 
 
The iconic 1944 film saw Taylor (right) play 12-
year-old Velvet Brown who won the National on 
a gelding called The Pie but was later  
disqualified on a technicality. 
 
Blackmore, a quietly spoken and articulate  
individual, had saved her 'punchy line' for short-
ly after passing the finishing line on 11-1 
chance Minella Times, trained by Henry de 
Bromhead for owner JP McManus. 
 
"I don't feel male or female right now. I don't 
even feel human," the 31-year-old Irish rider 
told ITV. "This is just unbelievable." 

A little later she paused during an interview as 
the magnitude of her achievement sank in, took 
a breath and composed herself before  
continuing.  
 
Wonder woman is human after all. 
  
The daughter of a dairy farmer and a school 
teacher, she rode ponies as a child near her 
home in Killenaule, County Tipperary. 
 
Blackmore had once hoped to become a vet, 
gaining a degree in equine science and  
combining her studies with riding out and  
competing as an amateur before turning  
professional in 2015. 
(continues Page 24) 

Historic triumph for modest trailblazer 
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She has gone on to be a quiet pioneer -  
finishing in the top three in the Irish jockeys' 
championship for the past two seasons and is 
in with a chance of winning the title this time. 
 
"My first memory of racing was when I was 
about seven or eight watching the Grand  
National round a friend's house and it had that 
special kind of hype," she said. 
 
"I took out my amateur jockey's licence and  
didn't even dare to dream I would get a ride in 
the race, let alone ride the winner of it. 
  
"It's such a special race. I finished 10th last 
year and got a kick out of that. To finish with 
your head in front is beyond belief, to be  
honest." 
 
Her world is racing. Boyfriend Brian Hayes and 
housemate Patrick Mullins are both successful 
jockeys. 
 
Teaming up with De Bromhead, who is based 
in Knockeen, County Waterford, has provided 
plenty of big rides including Honeysuckle, the 
landmark Champion Hurdle winner which the 
trainer followed up with Champion Chase and 
Gold Cup victories. 
 
Blackmore has the talent - riding instinct,  
tactical awareness, strength in a finish - but  
also the work ethic. She is a grafter, competing 
in more races (516 and counting) than anyone 
else in Ireland this season. 

And she has a high pain threshold, a big plus in 
a sport where ambulances follow every race 
and falls at 30mph are a way of life. 
  
'I won't be the last' - the modest trailblazer 
 
It might be too much to say Blackmore has  
ridden to racing's rescue.  
 
But her feelgood story comes after a troubled 
start to the year where a trainer and jockey 
were banned after social media posts emerged 
of them posing with dead horses. 
 
The success of women, competing on a level 
playing field against men, is a hugely positive 
narrative for the sport. 
 
Flat jockey Hollie Doyle was third in the BBC 
Sports Personality of the Year award in  
December, while Bryony Frost was the first 
woman to ride the winner of the King George VI 
Chase at Kempton when victorious aboard  
Frodon. 
 
"This means everything, it really does, it's 
hard to even comprehend it right now," said 
Blackmore. 
 
It's just an incredible feeling but you don't really 
let yourself believe it until you do actually cross 
the line." 
 
Women were not permitted to ride in the  
National into the 1970s before (to Page 26)

Historic triumph for modest trailblazer-from Pg 22 
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Charlotte Brew was the first on a 200-1 outsider 
44 years ago. 
 
Eighteen other women have ridden in the race 
on a total of 35 runners but only in recent years 
have their chances increased .  
 
Eleven of the first fifteen National rides for  
female jockeys were priced 100-1 or more. The 
previous best came when Seabass finished 
third in 2012 for Katie Walsh, who paid tribute 
to Blackmore. 
 
"I'm delighted for Rachael," said Walsh. "This 
isn't just pot luck or a fluke, she's worked hard 
to get this.  
 
"She's an inspiration to male and female  
jockeys. This is the most watched race in the 
world and it's just brilliant for horse racing." 
 
Most within racing have little time for the phrase 
'female jockeys' on the basis they are all just 
jockeys, although Blackmore recognised she 
would always be the first to have won the  
National. 
 
"Ah, look, it's brilliant, but I won't be the 
last. I'm delighted for myself anyway," she 
said. 
 
"I just hope it shows it doesn't matter, male or 
female. Plenty of people have gone before me 
and done that - Katie Walsh was third here on 
Seabass.  

 
“All those things help girls coming along, but I 
don't think it's a major talking point any more." 
 
It has been a surreal and privileged position to 
be among the limited media allowed to attend 
the Cheltenham and Aintree meetings, where 
spectators have been absent because of Covid
-19 protocols. 
 
With no throngs of exuberant punters, this  
allowed me to go to the finishing line and  
personally say "well done" to Blackmore as the 
meeting's leading jockey returned on all six of 
her winners at the Cheltenham Festival. 
 
"Thank you, thank you," she would reply on 
horseback with a smile. 
 
When I reminded her of this on Saturday  
evening, she said: "I'll never tire of saying 
'thank you' after winning." 
 
Blackmore may have smashed the glass ceiling 
as she went clear of her rivals, but is unlikely to 
get ahead of herself. 
 

www.bbc.com 

Historic triumph for modest trailblazer-from Page 24 

Pic-Edward Whitaker. 
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Irishman Neil Callan will appeal a  
controversial suspension handed down to 
him which has all but ended his Hong Kong 
career. 
 
It was announced on Monday night that Callan 
had lodged his notice to appeal the 28-meeting 
suspension handed down for being petulant 
and disrespectful during a stewards’ inquiry on 
February 3 at Happy Valley. 
 
Callan made it clear during the February 3  
inquiry which saw him suspended for careless 
riding and fined HK$20,000 that he did not 
agree with the decision. 
 
He has since written a letter of apology to those 
involved and came armed with letters from 
owners and trainers supporting his application 
to see out the remainder of the season. 
  
The notice to appeal sets in motion a process 
which will see the Jockey Club this week issue 
Callan with the official transcripts from last 
Wednesday’s hearing. 
 
From there, the veteran rider has four days to 
lodge his grounds of appeal to the stewards 
should he choose to. 
 

It is expected that Callan will appeal the  
severity of the punishment, which has seen him 
banned from riding around the world until the 
end of the Hong Kong season on July 14. 
 
Callan was one of the last people to  
successfully appeal a serious charge, having 
got off an improper riding charge in 2014. 
 
Before that, it had been a decade since a  
jockey had managed to beat a serious charge 
on appeal. 
 
Callan last week piloted Mighty Giant to victory 
in the Group Two Chairman’s Trophy (1,600m). 
 
That was his last victory in Hong Kong before 
having to forgo five rides at Happy Valley on 
Thursday night as a result of Wednesday’s  
suspension. 
 

www.scmp.com 
  

Callan to appeal harsh Hong Kong ban 
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