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At the previous weekend, punters (definitely 
not bookmakers) were ecstatic as the  
favourites arrived in the Triple Crown and Triple 
Tiara. However, it’s a different story this  
Saturday as racing remembers so many  
involved in the sport who were lost in the  
Hennenman air disaster 33 years ago. 
 
On April 12 1988, a charter flight crashed in the 
Free State killing 13 jockeys, two owners, one 
trainer, five racing officials and three crew 
members. 
 
Many people will reflect on where they were 
when the news of the accident filtered through.  
 
A good many were at the National Yearling 
Sales in Germiston — including this writer. I 
was reporting on the sales for Business Day 

(only in its third year) and there was a solemn 
mood in the press room. 
 
It’s somewhat ironic that the feature race on 
Saturday — the Spook Express Handicap — is 
also a tale of sadness.  
 
After an excellent career in the care of Mike de 
Kock, the mare continued her career in the US 
and finished second in the Breeders Cup Filly 
& Mare Turf. From there she headed for The 
Matriarch at Hollywood Park where tragedy 
struck in the closing stages. 
 
Spook Express slipped and fell close to the  
finishing line, broke a left fetlock joint and had 
to be euthanised. The mare had won 11 of her 
21 starts and more than $1m in prize money. 
(continues Page 2) 

Two contrasting meetings at Turffontein for the first two Saturdays of April — a week ago 
joy and celebration and this weekend sadness and remembrance, writes David Mollett. 

Remembrance Day at Turffontein   
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Remembrance Day at Turffontein—from Page 1 
Muzi Yeni would have left the city track in  
buoyant mood last Saturday for two reasons — 
happy to have piloted War Of Athena and  
Got The Greenlight to impressive wins and it 
also would not have done his bank balance any 
harm. 
 
Trainer Robbie Sage uses Yeni for the majority 
of his runners so it is no surprise that the  
33-year-old will be in the saddle on his Spook 
Express runner What A Cracker. This daughter 
of Where’s That Tiger went down in a photo-
finish to Ocean Forest last time out and once 
again there may be precious little between the 
pair.Sean Tarry’s three-year-old Aryaam has 
been marked up favourite on the strength of her 
win in the Oaks Trial in which Ideal Jet finished 
a close second. That form looks suspect in view 
of Ideal Jet’s finish 25 lengths behind War Of 
Athena in the SA Oaks. 
 
Smiley River represents trainer Phillip  
Labuschagne’s runner and could earn another 
cheque for owner Tommy Shawe. The filly has 
been placed in each of her last three starts. 
 
One of the best races should be the second, 
which features an intriguing clash between  
Gallic Princess and recent Sycamore Sprint 
winner Tropic Sun. Amazingly, the former has 
not managed a win since downing Rio Querari 
at Greyville in July. 
 
Tropic Sun’s form is another boost for her sire 
Skitt Skizzle and the judge may be needed at 
the end of this 1,100m sprint. 
 
It is Grand National day (off at 6.15pm SA time) 
and this column’s three fancies in the 40-strong 
field are Kimberlite Candy, Secret Reprieve and 
40-1 longshot Lord Du Mesnil.  
 
Tom Lacey trains Kimberlite Candy who won 
the Warwick Classic Chase by 10 lengths, while 
Secret Reprieve jumped superbly when winning 
the Welsh National. 
 
Cloth Cap, rated 14lb ahead of the  
handicapper, is the short-priced 7-2 favourite 
and bids to give jockey Tom Scudamore his 
first win in the famous Aintree race. 
 

Courtesy of Business Day 

Spook Express Handicap (Listed)  

3-1  Aryaam  
7-2  Ocean Forest     
4-1  She’s A Cracker    
9-2  Smokin’ Hot  
5-1  Kay Tee Perry    
12-1  Smiley River, The Sash  
16-1  Illuminate   
20-1  Virocana 
25-1  Western Dance 

www.gggaming.bet 

         Molly’s Turffontein selections   

 1st Race: No Selection 
2nd Race: (1) Gallic Princess (3) Tropic Sun  
(2) Sarah (4) Double ’O’ Eight 
3rd Race: (7) I Dream Of Genie (1) Lady Of 
The Flame (4) Rose Willow (2) Princess  

Sabrina 
4th Race: (2) Princess Thiana (4) Siren Of 
Greece (3) Arizona Lady (1) Electric Boots 
5th Race: (6) Soldiers Song (2) Parallax  
(5) Black Thorn (10) Clarkson 
6th Race: (5) Destinys Game (4) Lily Blue  
(6) Fort Anne (1) Saragon 
7th Race: (6) She’s A Cracker (3) Ocean  
Forest (5) Aryaam (8) Smiley River 
8th Race: (4) Puerto Manzano (5) Eliud  
(6) Herodotus (2) Riverstown 
9th Race: (1) Ululate (3) Pin Up  
(4) Rock You (8) Making A Scene 

GRAND NATIONAL (Aintree) 

1 Secret Reprieve 
2 Kimberlite Candy 
3 Lord Du Mesnil 
4 Cloth Cap 
 

* Secret Reprieve needs three horses to be 
withdrawn on Friday to be guaranteed a run. 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Hemel ‘N Aarde Stud, breeders of  
Saturday’s impressive G3 World Sports  
Betting Man O’ War Sprint winner Celestial 
Love, will once again be bringing a large 
and quality draft to this year’s National  
Yearling Sale. 
 
The Cape farm’s National Sale consignment 
includes yearlings sired by such popular and 
promising stallions as Canford Cliffs, Captain 
Of All, Gimmethegreenlight, Pomodoro, Rafeef, 
and What A Winter, to name a few. 
 
A few potential standout lots in this large and 
imposing draft include – 
 
Lot 40 -a What A Winter colt out of Equus 
Champion, and millionaire, Hammie’s Hooker 
 

Lot 66 -a William Longsword (by Captain Al) 
filly (below) out of a G3 placed half-sister to the 
Captain Al sired champion, and promising sire, 
Captain Of All. (continues Page 6) 

Hemel ’N Aarde looking good for Nationals  

Lot 40 What A Winter—Hammie’s Hooker 
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Lot 127 -a Gimmethegreenlight colt (above)
whose dam is a half-sister to G1 winning two-
year-old Dilshaan  
 
Lot 149 -a Gimmethegreenlight half-brother to 
this season’s very smart three-year-old Nartjie 
 
Lot 146 -a Visionaire half-sister to the very 
smart performer Marshall 
 
Lot 157 -a colt by Leading First Season Sire 
Rafeef out of a stakes winning daughter of 
Captain Al (below) 

Lot 285 -a William Longsword filly (below)
whose dam is a half-sister to G1 winning  
sprinter Fly By Night 

Lot 353-a Pomodoro colt whose granddam is 
British G1 winning sprinter Pipalong 
 
Looking for a precocious and speedy  
thoroughbred? Come and inspect the Hemel “n 
Aarde draft at this year’s National Yearling 
Sale! 

bsa.co.za 

Hemel ’N Aarde looking good—from Page 4      

Lot 127 

Lot 157 

Lot 285 
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My heart horse, Capetown Noir. One of the horses that re-inspired my love of horse racing.  
Winning three Gr1s during his career including the prestigious @LQPCT.  
Now standing at stud & I'm happy to say I own one of his offspring, tweeted debonair  
photographer-to-the-stars Chase Liebenberg this morning. Pic-Candiese Lenferna. 
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Karis Teetan collected the third quartet of 
his Hong Kong career and notched a  
half-century of winners for the season in the 
process as he dominated the midweek 
meeting at Happy Valley. 
 
After flying out of the blocks at the start of the 
campaign, the Mauritian has just been ticking 
over so far this year, but he was back to his 
best on Thursday night. 
 
Teetan guided Manna From Heaven, Keep You 
Warm, Vigor Champ and Telecom Fighters to 
victory to complete the four-timer, a feat he had 
previously achieved only twice before in his 
eight seasons in the city, first on February 24, 
2016 and more recently on June 14 last year. 
 
While it wasn’t his best-ever haul – he also has 
two quintets – he was delighted with the  
results, finishing the night with 52 winners to his 
name. 
 
“It turned out to be a great night for me,” said 
Teetan, who finished third in the championship 
last season with 93 winners. 
 
“You always come to the races and try to be 
positive. I thought I had some OK rides but I 
must say all the horses I rode tonight were all 
well prepared.  

“My only concern was that some of them were 
drawn outside. I thought if I could overcome 
those draws, they could be competitive. 
 
“Things change pretty quick in Hong Kong, but I 
don’t focus on what I did last season – I just 
want to do better. I just want to ride as many 
winners as I can. I appreciate all the support I 
get from the owners and trainers. 
 
“I’ve just been working very hard this season, 
sometimes things go up and down but you just 
have to keep going and keep working hard and 
try to ride winners.” 
    
Three of the four – the Manfred Man Ka-leung-
trained Manna From Heaven, Francis Lui  
Kin-wai’s Keep You Warm and Me Tsui  
Yu-sak’s Telecom Fighter broke their Hong 
Kong maidens while the other, Vigor Champ 
from the Ricky Yiu Poon-fai stable, snared the 
second win of his career. 
 
Of the four, Keep You Warm was the most  
impressive and Lui is hopeful that after finding 
the winner’s circle at start 16, the European  
import might be able to string a couple  
together. 
 
“This horse is very fit and last start he was 
beaten by a good horse (to Page 12) 

Four-timer for the ‘Mauritian Magician’  

Pic-Kenneth Chan 
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[Courier Wonder]. That was at Sha Tin over 
1,200m and back at Happy Valley over 1,000m 
suited him. When he was travelling around the 
bend he was able to take a breath and that 
helped him finish the race off,” Lui said. 

“Hopefully he can take some confidence from 
that and win again.” 
 
It completed a double for the in-form trainer, 
who also tasted success in the night’s feature, 
the Class Two Clementi Handicap (1,000m) 
with Massive Pocket. 
 
There were basically six across the track in the 
early stages and they set a furious tempo, 
which allowed the three backmarkers to rattle 
over the top and fill the first three placings. 
 
Lui felt it played right into Massive Pocket’s 
hands. 
 
“He likes it here and he likes the fast pace,” he 
said. “In Class Two, there are not many options 
at Happy Valley, so we just have to take what 
we’re given.  
 
“He’s better over 1,000m but he can do 1,200m 
if there is a fast pace.” 
 

Teetan and Lui were the only people to walk 
away with multiple winners on a night when 
most people kept a close eye on the horses 
that were meant to be ridden by Neil Callan. 
  
The Irishman was suspended for the rest of the 
season by the Jockey Club’s licensing  
committee on Wednesday for his conduct  
during a stewards’ inquiry on February 3. 
 
Callan was booked for five rides before being 
stood down, but none of them won with Califor-
nia Concord the only one to finish in the  
placings, coming second to Wine And Wine in 
the Class Three Creasy Handicap (1,200m). 
 
But that is likely to be only a small consolation 
after being handed such a severe penalty. 

 
www.scmp.com 

  

Four-timer for Mauritian Magician—from Pg 10   

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, CLICK 
THIS LINK FOR PAST ISSUES  

www.turftalk.co.za  

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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SIR ALEX FERGUSON celebrated his best 
treble since 1999 after landing a massive 
£169,000 payday at the Grand National  
Festival. 
 
The Manchester United legend co-owned the 
first THREE winners at Aintree on Thursday. 
 
The odds of Fergie's treble landing went as 
high as 108-1 before the off but the odds here 
show the big-money bet landing at 62-1 
  
 Fergie - who said the winners gave him his 
'best day in racing' - won with Protektorat in the 
first, Monmiral in the second and Clan Des 
Obeaux in the third. 
 
The chances of the three horses winning had 
drifted to monumental odds as high as 108-1 
before the off. 
 
However, if you backed them later on the odds 
shortened to 62-1 for the treble. 
 
Harry Skelton guided outsider Protektorat - a 
17-2 shot - to victory in the 1.45 at the  
Merseyside track, the first race of the day. 
 
The horse, trained by Harry's brother Dan, 
pinged over the obstacles and left 7-2 chance 

The Shunter back in second, with 10-3 chance 
Hitman in third. 
 
Next up was big favourite Monmiral. 
 
This time Harry Cobden guided the 10-11 shot 
to victory over 13-8 second favourite Adagio. 
 
Fergie, along with other winning connections of 
the horses, pocketed a share of £42,202.50 in 
both those races. 
 
But more was to come in the 2.50, when Clan 
Des Obeaux (below) confirmed his class with 
victory in the Betway Bowl. (to Page 16) 

Sir Alex wins the treble again  
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Grand National hero Tiger Roll was running as 
well but no one could lay a glove on the Paul 
Nicholls-trained horse. 
 
He won by a staggering 26 lengths at odds of  
5-2, blowing away second-placed Clondaw  
Castle, who was sent off at 13-2. 
 
The first-place prize for that race was a  
whopping £84,195. 
 
All in all it led to a payday just shy of £169,000 
for the ex-Old Trafford boss, who toasted  
another win in Liverpool. 
 
And things could get even better for him on 
Saturday. 
 
Fergie will watch his horse Give Me A Copper 
run in the Grand National, which starts at 
5.15pm. 
 
The horse is currently a 66-1 shot but expect 
those odds to shorten if his horses keep up this 
rich vein of form. 
 
Asked what it meant to land the win at the  
Merseyside track, Fergie quipped: "I don’t think 
they will be too pleased!" 

 
This was was Ferguson’s first treble on  
Merseyside since 2007, when his Manchester 
United side defeated Everton 4-2 in the April 
and 1-0 in the September – both at Goodison 
Park - and then Liverpool 1-0 at Anfield in the 
December. 
 
He added: "That’s the best day I’ve had in 
my time in racing, which is about 20 years 
or so. 
 
"It is different to when I was managing my  
football teams - I was in control of what was 
going to happen on the pitch, but I’m not in  
control of that (on the racetrack) as the trainer 
does all of that and as an owner you hope it 
goes well. 
 
"You do get the same excitement when you 
win big races like that as it does get you 
very excited." 
 
Ferguson was able to attend the races  
alongside fellow owners Ged Mason, John 
Hales and Lisa Hales because owners are now 
allowed back on tracks. 
 

thesun.co.uk 
  

Sir Alex wins the treble-from Page 14 

Fergie celebrates winning the G1 Betway Bowl. Pic-Press Association 
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After impressive displays during the Dubai 
World Cup card, Mishriff (Ire) (Make Believe 
{GB}) and TDN Rising Star Mystic 
Guide  (Ghostzapper) (pic on right) share 
the top spot with a 122 ranking in the  
second edition of the Longines World's Best 
Racehorse Rankings for 2021.  
 
The rankings are compiled by the Longines 
World's Best Racehorse Rankings Committee 
and published by the International Federation of 
Horseracing Authorities (IFHA). 
 
Mishriff, who led the rankings following his  
victory in the Saudi Cup (pic below), switched 
back to turf and won the G1 Dubai Sheema 
Classic next time out.  

Joining Mishriff at the top with a win in the G1 
Dubai World Cup, Mystic Guide came into the 
race having won Oaklawn Park's GIII Razor-
back H. earlier this season. 
 
Joining Australia's Nature Strip (Aus) (Nicconi 
{Aus}) at 121 in the co-third spot is Eduardo 
(Aus) (Host {Chi}), who is a perfect two-for-two 
this season.  
 
Eduardo defeated Nature Strip by a short head 
in the G2 Hyland Race Colours Challenge S. 
and then went on to win the G1 Bisley  
Workwear Galaxy. 
 
TDN Rising Star Charlatan (Speightstown) 
(right), winner of last December's GI Malibu S. 
at Santa Anita, is ranked in co-fifth at 120.  
 
The chestnut finished second behind Mystic 
Guide in the Feb. 20 G1 Saudi Cup.  
 
Also among those co-ranked in fifth at 
120, TDN Rising Star Life Is Good (Into  
Mischief), Lord North (Ire) who entered the top 
five after winning the G1 Dubai Turf and Hong 

Kong's 2020 Horse of the Year Exultant 
(Ire) (Teofilo {Ire}) and Golden Sixty 
(Aus) (Medaglia d'Oro), two for two in Group 1 
company in Hong Kong this season. 
 

thoroughbredailynews.com 
 

Malmoos now ranked 10th in world 
 
After completing the WSB Triple Crown in  
scintillating fashion last Saturday, Malmoos 
(Captain Al) is now ranked joint 10th by  
Longines, along with Rainbow Bridge (Ideal 
World{USA}) on a mark of 119.  
 
Interestingly, there is a nine pound  
discrepancy in their local ratings, with the dual 
Cape Met winner at 134, and Mike de Kock’s 
star three-year-old 125. –tt 
 
 

  

Mishriff, Mystic Guide tops for Longines  

Pic-Hodges Photography. 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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 What does National winner look like—from Pg xx 
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 Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh and 
the Queen's consort for almost seven  
decades, has died aged 99. 
 
An honorary member of the Jockey Club since 
1947, Prince Philip was a constant companion 
to the Queen, a passionate and long-standing 
owner-breeder in British racing, at Royal Ascot 
and the Derby. 
 
A statement from the royal family on Friday 
said: "It is with deep sorrow that Her Majesty 
The Queen announces the death of her  
beloved husband, His Royal Highness The 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. 
 
"His Royal Highness passed away peacefully 
this morning at Windsor Castle. Further  
announcements will be made in due course. 
 
"The royal family join with people around the 
world in mourning his loss." 
 
Jockeys riding at Aintree on Friday will wear 
black armbands with a two-minute silence tak-
ing place before the first race. Flags at the 
course will be flown at half-mast. 
 
Sandy Dudgeon, senior steward of the Jockey 
Club, said: "We received the news of The Duke 
of Edinburgh's death with great sadness.  
 
“On behalf of The Jockey Club, I would like to 
extend our deepest condolences to our patron, 

Her Majesty The Queen, and all members of 
the Royal family." 
 
An update on whether racing will take place in 
the days ahead is expected later on Friday.  
 
Racing did continue following the deaths of  
Diana, Princess of Wales and Queen Elizabeth, 
the Queen Mother. 
 
Despite never taking an active role in racing as 
an owner, Prince Philip left his mark on the 
sport and three different races were named  
after him at Ascot, the most recent being the 
Duke of Edinburgh Handicap at the royal  
meeting. 
 
Prince Philip, who owned the winner of the 
1968 Greyhound Derby, regularly accompanied 
the Queen in the first carriage of the royal  
procession at Royal Ascot, and presented her 
with the winning trophy following Estimate's 
2012 Queen's Vase victory. 
 
He stepped down from royal engagements in 
2017. Last month he left hospital after a month-
long stay, during which time he underwent a 
procedure for a pre-existing heart condition. 
 
Tribute was paid to Prince Philip by Sir Francis 
Brooke, the Queen's representative at Ascot, 
who highlighted Estimate's 2012 success as a 
particularly fond memory. 
(continues Page 24) 

Prince Philip sadly passes at 99 

Pic-Edward Whitaker. 
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"We extend our deepest condolences to Her 
Majesty The Queen and the royal family at this 
time," he said in a statement.  
 
"We have very happy memories of His Royal 
Highness The Duke of Edinburgh at Ascot, 
where he accompanied Her Majesty The 
Queen on so many occasions and shared in 
her success. 
 
"One of the most memorable moments was in 
2012 when His Highness The Duke of  
Edinburgh presented Her Majesty The Queen 
with the Queen's Vase after Estimate's victory." 
 
While not an active participant in racing, Prince 
Philip was a keen equestrian having regularly 
played polo before taking up and then  
developing carriage driving as a sport. 
 
Like their father, the Princess Royal and the 
Prince of Wales are members of the Jockey 
Club having joined in 1986 and 1980  
respectively. 
 
Prince Philip and the Queen had four children, 
eight grandchildren and ten great-
grandchildren. 
 

www.racingpost.com  

Prince Philip sadly passes at 99—from Page 22 
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Michelle Payne says the confidence Jamie 
Kah has built dominating Melbourne racing 
this season will take her a long way on the 
first day of The Championships in Sydney. 
 
Kah has four rides at Randwick on Saturday, 
including a “live chance” in the $3 million Group 
1 Doncaster Mile (1600m) aboard Godolphin 
galloper Cascadian. 
 
Payne, the only female jockey to win a Group 1 
at the Randwick carnival, has backed Kah to 
shine under the “spotlight”. 
 
“I feel like Jamie is probably more in the  
spotlight than I was back then,” the 2010 Sires’ 
Produce Stakes winner Payne said. 
 
“I was on a long shot (Yosei) and a little bit  
under the radar, not taken so much notice of as 
Jamie. 
 
“She’s leading the premiership down here 
… so there’s a bit more pressure on her. 
 
“She’s a really cool customer, she’s really full of 
confidence, she’s come through dominating in 
Adelaide so many years and now she’s doing 
the same in Victoria … she’d be feeling really 
good.” 
  
Kah has kept a low profile this week ahead of 
her first riding mission in Sydney since 2019, 
but Payne warned against looking too much 
into the star jockey’s avoidance of any extra 
publicity. 
 
“Her not doing media is a sign of her  
focusing on her job,” Payne said. 
 
“She’s riding 53kg (in the Doncaster) so she’s 
wanting to be focused on making sure she’s in 
the best shape she can be for the race as well. 
  
“She’s the ultimate professional, it’s not her not 
wanting to do it. 
 
“Good on her for taking a stand, making sure 
she does the best she can do with her job and 
I’m sure she’ll do what she can away from that.” 
 
Payne will be trackside on Saturday as part of 
the Channel 7 broadcast team. 
 
Kah’s ability to adapt to the style of racing in 
Sydney will be central to her success. 
 
 

 Her first ride is not until race six, the Group 1 
Sires’ Produce aboard Queen Of Wizardry, a 
TAB $41 chance. 
 
“It's a bit different, coming from Melbourne and 
having ridden ‘Melbourne way’ your whole life,” 
Payne said. 
 
“Going Sydney way out of the blue, it's not as 
easy off the cuff, but she’s a real professional 
and obviously a brilliant rider, she’ll have no 
problem.” 
 
KAH-BOOM—Jamie Kah's rides on Day One 
of The Championships: 
 
(All times SA time) 
 
Race 6 #9 QUEEN OF WIZARDRY  
– Group 1 Sires’ Produce Stakes (6:30am) 
  
Race 7 #11 TOSCANINI  
– Group 1 Australian Derby (7:15am) 
 
Race 9 #10 CASCADIAN  
– Group 1 Doncaster Mile (8:35am)  
 
Race 10 #2 MACROURA  
– Group 3 PJ Bell Stakes (9:10am)  
 

punters.com.au 

Payne expects Jamie Kah to shine in spotlight 


