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Snaith said, “He is 50/50 for the WSB Guineas 
and he might run in the Hollywoodbets Gold 
Challenge and the  Champions Cup. But we 
will be going light with him and saving him for 
the Cape Summer Season.” 
 
Jet Dark’s rating of 130, earned by beating 
some of the best older horses in the land in the 
L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate (above), might have 
an impact on those three-year-olds who run 
close to him.  
 
Therefore, it is good news for the three-year-
old Vodacom July hopefuls that he won’t be 
running in the main springboard into the July, 
the Grade 1 Daily News 2000.  
 

His rating was earned over a mile so they will 
also be hoping he doesn’t make it for the WSB 
Guineas, which is often used as a pipe-opener 
for three-year-old Vodacom Durban July candi-
dates. 
 
Of course one of the chief Vodacom three-year
-old protagonists at this stage is the Snaith-
trained The Gatekeeper and he will obviously 
be avoiding a  clash with Jet Dark.  
 
Meanwhile, Rio Querari, runner up in the 
Grade 1 weight-for-age Cape Flying  
Championship and winner of the Grade 2  
Khaya Stables Diadem Stakes has been doing 
well in his preparation for the G1 Computaform 
Sprint at Turffontein on May 1. (to Page 2) 

Jet Dark going light in KZN  
JET DARK is one of the key horses in the SA Champions Season as he is the highest rated 
three-year-old in the land and the good news for the Vodacom Durban July hopefuls of his 
crop is that trainer Justin Snaith is not planning a full campaign for him until next season’s 
Cape Summer.  
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He said he also might bring the odd two-year-
old and a candidate was Listed Summer  
Juvenile third-placed High Hosanna, who is by 
Trippi out of a half-sister to Oh Susanna.    

David Thiselton-goldcircle.co.za 

 

      

Jet Dark going light in KZN—from Page 1 

Snaith will be galloping a number of his SA 
Champions Season big guns at Hollywoodbets 
Greyville on April 21.  
 
He emphasised the depth of his Champions 
Season string. 

Besides those already mentioned and obvious 
others like Captain’s Ransom, Do It Again and 
Belgarion, he mentioned African Night Sky, 
Doublemint and Silver Host.  
(Seen winning the G3 Okapi Chairman’s Cup at 
Kenilworth above) 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, CLICK 
THIS LINK FOR PAST ISSUES  

www.turftalk.co.za  

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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Drakenstein Stud sold a Tapit colt at the  
Inglis sale on Wednesday, as Coolmore 
Australia tweeted: 
 We were delighted to offer Lot 324 on behalf  
of valued client Gaynor Rupert of 
@DrakensteinStud.The striking son of TAPIT is 

the first foal for Gr.1 winner GRETA G and was 
bought by @GriffithsdeKock / Peter Ford/
Haywood Bloodstock for $250,000. 
 
And fittingly he was bought by the  
SA connected Griffiths/ De Kock partnership.–tt  

Drakenstein colt to De Kock at Inglis      
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Connections of Malmoos and War Of Athena have some fun flaunting  their bumper bonus 
cheques after completing the WSB Triple Crown and Wilgerbosdrift Triple Tiara  
respectively  at Turffontein on Saturday. 

To the victors go the spoils  
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 After the disappointment of passing in on 
the first day of the 2021 Inglis Australian 
Easter Yearling Sale, the Snitzel colt (above)
out of dual South African champion Carry 
On Alice eventually sold to Mick Price  
Racing and ARJB for $700,000 during the 
second day of trade. 
 
Described by many judges as a fine specimen 
of his multiple Champion sire, the Arrowfield 
Stud-consigned Lot 236 is the first foal of his 
outstanding dam Carry On Alice. 
 
The latter is one of just a handful of elite mares 
to win G1 races at two, three, four and five and 
ranked among the best of her age in South  
Africa for four years running. 
 
One of 24 G1 winners, and more than 100 
stakes winners, sired by Klawervlei Stud’s  
deceased champion sire Captain Al (also re-
sponsible for recent South African Triple Crown 
winner Malmoos), Carry On Alice captured the 
G1 SA Nursery at two, the G1 South African 
Fillies Sprint the following season, the G1  
Computaform Sprint at four, and both the G1 
Betting World Cape Flying Championship and 

G1 South African Fillies Sprint during her final 
campaign. 
 
Carry On Alice, South Africa’s Champion 
Sprinter and Older Filly/Mare of 2016-2017, 
was placed in a further seven G1 races, and 
won or placed in a total of 17 graded stakes 
races. 
 
The brilliant bay, one of Captain Al’s very best 
daughters, is one of just foals produced by G2 
The Debutante winner and G1 Paddock Stakes 
runner up Carry On Katie, herself a daughter of 
multiple champion South African sire Western 
Winter. 
 

tsanews.co.za 

Happy ending for Carry On Alice foal  
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

A record-breaking opening day for Vinery 
Stud produced a string of stunning results 
at the Inglis Australian Easter Yearling Sale, 
highlighted by the $2.1 million achieved for 
an Exceed And Excel colt. Hawkes Racing 
paid the highest price of the opening day, 
$2.5 million, for a colt by Snitzel from  
Arrowfield Stud.  
 
At A Glance 
• The $2.5 million pricetag for Lot 45 (right), the 
colt by Snitzel offered by Arrowfield Stud and 
purchased by Team Hawkes, represented the 
highest price for an Australian yearling in two 
years. 
 
• Vinery Stud's eight yearlings averaged an 
amazing $816,250, including the $2.1 million 
Shane McGrath paid for Lot 5 (below), an  
Exceed And Excel colt, on behalf of Tony Fung 
Investments. 

• Major players Ciaron Maher Racing, James 
Harron, Coolmore and Victorian Alliance all 
bought $1 million-plus lots, of which there were 
11 in total. 
 
• The Day 1 Sale average was $368,440, on 
par with the $369,371 on the first day in 2019 
(2020 Sale was held in online mode). 

• The median was $260,000, down from the 
Day 1 median of $280,000 in 2019. 
 
• The overall aggregate was $64.47 million, a 
daily record and surpassing the previous record 
of $64.27 million set on Day 1 in 2019. 

• The clearance rate was 85 per cent,  
comparable to the 86 per cent on Day 1 two 
years ago.  

www.tdnausnz.com.au 

(This daughter of I Am Invincible out of Bezalay 
was the costliest filly of day one at A$1.25  
million –tt) 

Inglis sees highest yearling price in years 
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Neil Callan’s career as a jockey in 
Hong Kong is over. 
 
The Irishman was called to front the Jockey 
Club’s licensing committee on Wednesday 
morning to “consider the status” of his licence 
after being disrespectful during a stewards’  
inquiry at the Happy Valley meeting on  
February 3. 
 
Callan failed to convince them to let him  
continue on for the remainder of the term, the 
committee instead opting to put him on the 
sidelines immediately. 
 
“His licence has been suspended until the end 
of the season,” Jockey Club executive director 
of racing Andrew Harding said, confirming that 
Callan is unable to ride anywhere else until the 
conclusion of the Hong Kong term on July 14. 
  
The 42-year-old had five rides at Happy Valley 
on Thursday night but won’t be able to take part 
with replacements already named. 

Callan, who piloted Mighty Giant (above) to  
victory in the Group Two Chairman’s Trophy at 

Sha Tin on Monday (right), has three days to 
lodge notice of an appeal but has confirmed he 
won’t be doing that. 
  
The key issue surrounds his conduct during a 
stewards’ inquiry when he was found guilty of 
careless riding, suspended for three meetings 
and fined HK$20,000. 
 
Callan did not agree with that decision and 
made his displeasure clear while those in the 
room felt he didn’t respect the process or the 
officials involved. 
  
It prompted officials to “show cause” as to why 
he should keep his licence for the rest of the 
season. 
 
Callan wrote a letter of apology to officials,  
acknowledging his poor behaviour in the  
moment, and fronted the hearing with  
references from trainers and owners in support 
of his application to see out the season. 
 
That obviously did not sway the licensing  
committee and instead Callan will spend the 
next three months on the sidelines. He will 
not be relicensed for 2021-22. 
 
Callan has 21 winners and 56 placings from 
339 rides this season, finishing his Hong Kong 
career – which has spanned a decade – with 
276 victories. 
 
He is best known for his association with Blaz-
ing Speed, winning the 2015 QE II Cup aboard 
Tony Cruz’s stayer, as well as two Champions 
& Chater Cups. 

www.scmp.com 

Hong Kong stipes don’t take cheek   

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 
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