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And that certainly seems to be proving to be 
true for racing in South Africa. A year ago we 
had just entered the hard lockdown. Racing 
had closed down completely, along with society 
as a whole, we were all in trepidation about this 
unknown virus, and Phumelela were about to 
go belly up.  
 
At that stage there were genuine fears (myself 
included in moments of weakness) that this 
could indeed be the last rites for the racing  
industry, just as the prophets of doom on social 
media have been endlessly prophesising for 
the past decade or so. 
 
But fast forward twelve months, and things are  
looking a whole lot rosier.…. 
 
Mary Oppenheimer Daughters crucially  
provided the funding and support structure to 
keep things going, and we now have the  

snappily named 4Racing controlling body 
poised to take things forward under newly  
announced chairperson Mxolisi Zwane.  
 
(To be honest I’m not a fan of the name, but 
hey  - that’s just me) 
 
Western Cape racing has been re-focused and  
rebranded, and has the feel of an entity with 
vigour and energy. Something that has been 
lacking for many years. 
 
Breeding 
The numbers at recent yearling sales have 
been down in year-on-year terms. But that’s 
hardly surprising given the absence of  
overseas buyers in these still troubled times 
worldwide.   
 
As has become a mantra, we need the export  
protocols to be sorted out in order to (to Pg 2)

SA Racing is rising like a phoenix  

A s the proverb goes, the darkest hour is just before the dawn…….. 
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Greenlight, who has now notched four G1 titles, 
and reigning horse-of-the-year Summer  
Pudding (3xG1).  
 
And if that prospect doesn’t get you excited, you 
really should give up racing! 
 
War Of Athena was just as brilliant in sealing 
her Wilgerbosdrift Triple Tiara, and the R30,000 
buy is proof that fairy tales can come true in 
racing, albeit very occasionally. It will be  
interesting to see where the canny Matchett 
goes from here, but the Woolavington and 
Vodacom July  could be enticing prospects now 
that we know she stays. 
 
Saturday was a historic day, with both  Triple 
Crown and Tiara being won. Such a pity very 
few were on course to witness it.   
 
Locals get a bloody nose 
On Sunday there was an ominous sign of things 
to come for the locals in KZN as Cape raiders 
made a clean sweep of the three Stakes races 
on offer.  
 
The two three-year-olds Seeking The Stars and 
Princess Calla both won their G3 1400m tests 
comfortably, and the former promises to be 
even more deadly at Greyville. (to Page 4) 

SA racing rising like a phoenix—from Page 1 

showcase our top-quality product to the world. 
Which will obviously be a major fillip for the 
breeding industry.  
 
And being optimistic, there are green shoots 
there as well, with the EU Audit now back on 
the agenda for this year. Let’s just cross fingers 
(and everything else) that nothing goes  
pear-shaped this time.  
 
The stars of the show... 
But all of that is nothing without the stars of the 
show, and we currently have a dazzling array of 
three-year-olds, undoubtedly the best crop for 
many a year.  
 
Malmoos must be the early front-runner for 
Equus horse-of-the-year honours after his  
dominant WSB SA Derby triumph on Saturday 
netted him a second G1 win, as well as  
completing the World Sports Betting  Triple 
Crown.  
 
Mike de Kock indicated afterwards that his next  
mission would be the weight-for-age G1  
Premier’s Champion’s Challenge over 2000m 
on 1 May.  
 
Where he will almost certainly lock swords with 
Saturday’s Horse Chestnut winner Got The 
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Interestingly Malmoos’s rating has gone from 
120 to 125 after the weekend. Linebacker and 
Rascallion, who both ran close to him in the 
Concorde, and beat him comfortably in the 
Cape Guineas (admittedly not Malmoos’s run) 
are 115 and 111 respectively. Marshall’s pair 
are way undervalued.  
 
And of course Justin Snaith’s sophomore 
‘golden couple’ – L’Ormarins Queen;s Plate 
winner Jet Dark and dual G1 winning filly  
Captain’s Ransom (above) are both waiting in 
the wings.  
 
As is undefeated, and indeed unchallenged 
Kommetdieding, who is one who for once  
genuinely merits the old cliché ‘could be  
anything’. Now just imagine if Harold Crawford 
and his daughter Michelle Rix won the  
July...now that WOULD be a fairy tale... -tt 

I don’t see any reason why he won’t get 1600m, 
and he will be a lively challenger in the KZN 
Guineas.  
 
Princess Calla is likely to have the Fillies  
Guineas, Woolavington, and possibly the July 
on her agenda.     
 
Mirage of course took the listed sprint, partly 
thanks to a brilliant Richard Fourie ride.  
 
Vaughan Marshall hasn’t had the strongest  
contingent in his last few KZN winter  
campaigns, but has come with heavy artillery 
this time. In addition to Seeking The Stars and 
Mirage, he also has two live ‘July’ contenders in 
Cape Derby winner Linebacker, and now  
gelded perennial bridesmaid Rascallion, who 
may well prove a couple of lengths better for it.  
  

SA racing rising like a phoenix—from Page 2 
Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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CTS graduates enjoyed a superb 2021  
Easter weekend, winning a Gr1, two Gr3s 
and a Listed feature at Turffontein and 
Scottsville respectively. 

Got The Greenlight (above), the 2020 Equus 
Champion three-year-old colt, has been  
sparingly raced by wily handler Joe Soma, who 
has picked his contests well. The now four-year
-old by Gimmethegreenlight bagged his fourth 
Gr1 race, winning the HF Oppenheimer Horse 
Chestnut Stakes over 1600m under in-form 
Muzi Yeni. 
 
“The race was custom-made for him and when 
the gaps opened, he responded immediately. 
He was the best horse in the race, but I hit the 
front too soon. He thought he’d done enough in 
the closing stages, so I had to wake him up to 
hold off Copper Mountain,” Yeni said. 
 
“I am honoured to have won a great mile like 
this,” said trainer Joe Soma, who thanked his 
owning partners Hassen Adams and Dayalan 
Chinsammy.  
 
Soma bought their charge for just R110 000 off 
the 2018 CTS April Yearling Sale. Got The 
Greenlight has won them R2,7-million so far. 
 
On Sunday, Vaughan Marshall’s Seeking The 
Stars (right) quickened well to win the  
R150 000 Gr3 Byerley Turk over 1400m at  
Hollywoodbets Scottsville, after being held up 
for his finishing run by a confident Anton  
Marcus. 
 
Seeking The Stars is a Klawervlei Stud-bred 
son of Vercingetorix from a mare by Count Du 
Bois who went through the ring for R425 000 at 
the 2019 CTS Ready To Run Sale. He races 
for KZN-based owner Rakesh Sewgoolam. 
 

On the same day, Marshall’s smart grey filly 
Mirage (Richard Fourie) came in fresh off a  
ten-week break to clinch her first stakes  
success in the R100 000 Listed Kwazulu-Natal 
Stakes. 
 
A R500 000 2018Cape Premier Yearling Sale 
graduate, Mirage was bred by Klawervlei Stud 
and is by the late champion Captain Al out of 
the US-bred mare, Sea Glitter. She has won 3 
races with 5 places from 12 starts for stakes of 
R251 725. 

Another Cape raider, Princess Calla (above), 
showed her quality after a nine-week break, 
drawing away to win the Gr3 Umzimkhulu 
Stakes over 1400m, her second graded  
success from seven starts for owner Mario 
 Ferreira and trainer Adam Marcus. The three-
year-old daughter of Flower Alley beat Caya 
Coco by just over two lengths. 
 
“She impressed with this effort. She quickened 
well and I’m glad this is out of the way and we 
can move forward. Her next stop is likely to be 
the KZN Fillies Guineas, but there are plenty of 
options in this season,” said the trainer. 
 
Bred by Maine Chance Farms, Princess Calla 
was bought for R600 000 at the 2018 Cape 
Premier Yearling Sale. She has won 3 races 
from 7 starts, for stakes of R422 500. 

Happy Easter for CTS graduates  



7 

 



8 

 

Popular Port Elizabeth conditioner Alan 
Greeff reached 100 winners for the season 
when 14-1 outsider Deri won the last at  
Fairview on Good Friday under a confident 
ride from stable jockey Greg Cheyne.    
 
And that has become a regular occurrence in 
recent years. NHRA records only go back five 
seasons, but he has done it in each of those, 
and “can’t remember” how many times in total.  

And this term the big man has enjoyed  more 
success against those pesky Cape Town  
raiders than in recent times.  
 
His fillies Sound Check and Santa Therese 
have won the listed Fillies Nursery and  
Breeders Guineas in recent weeks. In addition,   
Marmara Sea won the listed Memorial Mile in 
December, and lines up in the WSB Poly  
Challenge over 1400m this Friday. –tt    

Greeff reaches 100 winners….ho hum     
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

The sudden announcement by UK four-time 
champion jockey Richard Johnson at  
Newton Abbot on Friday that his ride on 
Brother Tedd was the last of his riding  
career left the racing world in shock and set 
social media aflame with tributes for one of 
the sport's greatest ever jockeys. 

Sir Anthony McCoy, the only jump jockey with 
more wins than Johnson, saluted one of his 
fiercest rivals for the competition he offered and 
on Twitter wished him well in his retirement.  
 
Sometimes those who challenge us the 
most teach us the best. You did both to me 
for over 20 years I will be forever grateful to 
you thanks buddy.  

When you go home tonight look in the  
mirror you’ll see what a champion looks 
like. Enjoy your retirement . 

Harry Skelton, pushing for a first jockeys'  
championship of his own this month, tweeted 
Johnson was the "ultimate role model" in life.  

Words wouldn’t be able to describe how 
good a person Richard Johnson is. He is the 
ultimate roll (sic) model to any human in 
general life not just a jockey. Happy  
retirement @dickyjohnson77  

And sports psychologist Michael Caulfield  
nicely summed up Johnson's outstanding  
attitude throughout his career.  

Once told me "If an owner is good enough 
to pay me £150, the very least I can do is try 
my hardest and be polite" And he did his 
best over 20,000 times, and was as polite to 
a local farmer or person on the gate, as he 
was to The Queen. The finest of champions. 
              

   www.racingpost.com 

Sir AP pays tribute to retiring Johnson 

Pic-Michael Steele. 
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“Today's #FoalFriday star is this beautiful Galileo filly out of 2018 Cartier Champion and 
Irish Horse Of the Year Alpha Centauri (Mastercraftsman).” tweeted Coolmore. 

Now that’s Racing Royalty   
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Tiger Roll is set to face eight rivals as he 
bids to add the Grade One Betway Bowl 
Chase to his remarkable list of high-profile 
victories. 
 
The five-time Cheltenham Festival winner and 
dual Grand National hero has become a  
household name without taking on top staying 
chasers at level weights. 
 
But owners Gigginstown House Stud decided 
to make an exception this time, and Tiger Roll 
runs at Aintree on Thursday — rather than  
either Monday’s Irish Grand National or the 
Randox Grand National at the weekend. 

The 11-year-old, trained by Denise Foster, had 
been out of form since his second National  
triumph in 2019 before bouncing back with a 
convincing victory in the Glenfarclas  
Cross-Country Chase at Cheltenham last 
month. 
 
Heading the opposition to him this week is 
2018 Cheltenham Gold Cup winner Native  
River, who was fourth in the latest renewal of 
that great race. 
 
Clan Des Obeaux, winner of the King George 
VI Chase in 2018 and 2019, looks a formidable 
foe too — as does Waiting Patiently, runner-up 
in this season’s King George and winner of the 
Ascot Chase in 2018. 
 
Aso, Clondaw Castle, Militarian, Mister Fisher 
and Real Steel complete the list of contenders 
for the three-mile one-furlong feature. 
 

www.irishracing.com 

Moment of truth for Tiger Roll  

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 
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