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There was proof of this at Meydan in Dubai last 
Saturday. After scoring an emphatic win in the 
Sheema Classic, US raider Zenden fractured a 
foreleg just 20m after the winning post and had 
to be destroyed. It doesn’t get much more  
traumatic than that if you are the horse’s  
owner, trainer, jockey or groom. 
 
Hopefully all the horses competing at  
Turffontein on Saturday will return home safely 
on what promises to be a special meeting. It’s 
the first time that two runners will be aimed at 
the respective Triple Crown and Triple Tiara 
titles in the same year. 
 
Bookies clearly thought they could beat  
Malmoos in the SA Classic, pushing Mike de 
Kock’s colt out from 12-10 to start at 5-2. They 
had to pay out as Luke Ferraris and the  
Captain Al colt never put a hoof wrong, beating 

Second Base by two lengths. 

Trainer Janse van Vuuren’s runner again rates 
the main threat to the favourite. 
 
But Malmoos is bred to love the step up to 
2,450m so has to be fancied to land the Triple 
Crown for the late Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashid 
al Maktoum. 
 
Though Muzi Yeni will be disappointed not to 
be challenging for the jockeys title, his bank 
balance will be looking healthy (possibly not as 
healthy as that of Ferraris!) thanks to the  
exploits of the talented War Of Athena. 
 
Only threat 
 
It’s difficult for a trainer to keep a three-year-old 
filly at the top of her game, so Paul Matchett 
deserves plaudits as the daughter of Act Of 
War bids for her eighth career win. (to Page2) 

There are no certainties in racing 
There is one worrying aspect as racing fans get ready to applaud (from their homes)  
Malmoos in the WSB SA Derby and War Of Athena (above) in the Wilgerbosdrift SA Oaks 

at Turffontein on Saturday. Happy endings in racing are few, writes David Mollett. 

Pic—Chase Liebenberg. 
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No certainties in racing —from Pg 1 
Paul Peter’s filly Netta falls into the same  
category as Second Base. She looks the only 

threat to the favourite, but it is impossible to 
make a case for her turning the tables. 
 
Yeni might just trump Ferraris on Saturday by 
winning two of the three big races — he is 
aboard Durban July runner-up Got The  
Greenlight in the HF Oppenheimer Horse 
Chestnut Stakes. 
 
There are only two factors Yeni will be worrying 
about — the chance of his mount going flat in 
his second run after a long absence and  
whether ExpressfromtheUS will continue his 
phenomenal improvement in the past six 
months. 
 
In October, when he ran unplaced behind  
Seven Patriots at the Vaal, people would have 
thought you had lost your marbles if suggesting 
Stuart Pettigrew’s charge would progress to 

being a grade 1 horse. 
 
Pettigrew has booked Ferraris to partner the 
gelding for the first time, so the 19-year-old 
knows he has a shout at the prize he would not 
have had if booked for one of the long shots. 
 
In the Horse Chestnut, Sean Tarry has three 
runners, with Lyle Hewitson aboard Cirillo. With 
Ikigai having lost his form since his Gauteng 
Guineas win, it probably was not a tough choice 
as owner Chris van Niekerk’s five-year-old ran 
such a brilliant race in last season’s Champions 
Cup at Greyville. 
 
Still, it is a stretch thinking Cirillo can topple Got 
The Greenlight, though he does have a better 
draw than the favourite. 
 

The number one could possibly win every leg of 
the Pick Six — another with that number is 
MK’s Pride who is sure to start a hot favourite 
for the fifth race, the Man O’War Sprint. 
 
Peter’s three-year-old is dropping back in trip 
and is likely to be given a run for his money by 
De Kock’s unbeaten colt Al Sakeet. 
 

Courtesy of Business Day 

         Molly’s Turffontein selections   

Race 1: (6) Rain In Holland (9) Take Control (4) 
Look Yourself (1) Buttercup 
Race 2: No selection 
Race 3: (4) Valetorio (2) Galactic Warrior  
(6) Royal Wolff (3) Crown Guardian 

Race 4: (4) True To Life (2) Eden Roc  
(7) Anna Capri (1) Chimichuri Run 
Race 5:  (3) Al Sakeet (1) MK’s Pride  
(7) Celestial Love (2) Valyrian King 
Race 6: (1) Got The Greenlight (3) Express-
fromtheUS (2) Cirillo (8) Tierra Del Fuego 
Race 7: (1) War Of Athena (2) Netta  
(4) Sparkling Water (5) Ideal Jet 
Race 8: (1) Malmoos (2) Secret Base  
(4) Flying Carpet (8) Pamushana’s Pride 
Race 9: (5) Imperial Ruby (1) Atyaab  
(2) African Adventure (8) Tyrus Express 
Race 10: (9) Battle Force (4) Chief Of State  
(3) Sacred Arrow (7) Rock The Globe 

            

         Wilgerbosdrift SA Oaks 
3-10  War Of Athena 
11-2  Netta  
8-1  Sparkling Water 
12-1  Ideal Jet 
20-1  Magical Flight 
33-1  Astral Plane, Flying First Class 
40-1  Only The Brave 
66-1   Lotus, Sacred Lotus 
75-1  Under The Misletoe 
100-1 Rosso Meadow   
 
                  WSB SA Derby  
9-10  Malmoos   
28-10 Second Base   
10-1  Flying Carpet 
14-1  Bingwa, Pamushana’s Pride 
16-1   Shah Akbar 
20-1  Baymax, Bold Jazz 
33-1  Kingsley’s Heart 
40-1  Fsquadron, Validus 
50-1  Midnight Caller, The Kop 
100-1 Blue Moon City  

www.gggaming.bet 
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You don’t win a Grade 1 race just by  
pitching up. 
  
That’s trainer Joe Soma’s approach to  
Saturday’s Grade 1 HF Oppenheimer Horse 
Chestnut Stakes over 1600m, where he will be 
saddling the favourite, Got The Greenlight. 
(Pictured above winning last year’s G1 SA 
Classic under Bernard Fayd’Herbe) 

“He’s a champion in his own right and he is the 
horse to beat,” said Soma. 
 
“He’s done very well since his last run, he’s  
definitely fitter, and we are expecting a big  
performance. But we are well aware that there 
is no such thing as an easy race. According to 
Soma, Got The Greenlight is in better shape 
now than when he ran second (to Page 6) 

Soma respects Horse Chestnut rivals     
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in the Grade 2 Hawaii Stakes recently after a 
break of almost eight months.  

“He has improved from his last run. He’s  
definitely a fitter horse this time round and we 
have very high expectations. 
 
“But it’s a Grade 1 race and all the runners  
deserve respect,” said the trainer. 
 
He singled out Cirillo, trained by Sean Tarry, 
and the Stuart Pettigrew-trained  
Expressfromtheus as the biggest threats. 
 
“On a big race day, Sean Tarry’s runners grow 
another leg. I do have great respect for Cirillo. 
 
“And of course, there’s Expressfromtheus. He 
commands great respect and he’s never done 
anything wrong. We are expecting a very 
strong challenge from them.” 
 
Expressfromtheus boasts the phenomenal  
record of never having finished outside the top 
four in any of his 15 career runs. 
 
Jockey Muzi Yeni will be aboard Got The 
Greenlight for the third consecutive time.  
Having been runner-up on both previous  
occasions – first in the Vodacom Durban July 
and then in the Hawaii Stakes, he will  
undoubtedly hope to go one better.  

tabonline.co.za-Danie Toerien 

(above-after winning theG1 Daily News 2000 at 
Greyville last June. Pic-Candiese Lenferna) 

Soma respects Horse Chestnut rivals-from Page 4 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Online car retailer Cazoo has signed an 
agreement with the Jockey Club to become 
the new headline sponsor of Epsom's Derby 
festival. 
 
The multi-year partnership includes naming 
rights for eight races during the two-day  
meeting, which begins on June 4 and will  
feature two Classics – the Cazoo Oaks and  
Cazoo Derby. 
 
Investec was the title sponsor of the meeting 
between 2009 and 2020, with the agreement 
set to run until 2026, but the company  
announced in July it was ending its backing. 
 
"Cazoo is a highly ambitious and successful 
growth brand that matches our ambitions for 
the future of the world's most famous Flat race," 
said Nevin Truesdale, chief executive of the 
Jockey Club.  
 

"You cannot overstate the importance of the 
Cazoo Derby to our sport globally and it’s vital 
we work with a partner passionate about  
bringing that to life.  
 
“I’m delighted to welcome the Cazoo team to 
the Jockey Club and horseracing as a sport." 
 
Cazoo is heavily involved in sport as sponsor of 
Premier League clubs Aston Villa and Everton, 
the English Football League (EFL), cricket's 
newest format The Hundred, the 2021 Rugby 
League World Cup and multiple snooker 
events – including the Players Championship. 
 

www.racingpost.com 
 

I have to admit that when I first saw this I 
thought it was an April Fool’s Day joke. But as it 
has been reported across the breadth of the UK 
racing press it seems to be legit. –tt  

Used car dealer to sponsor Epsom Derby! 
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Even with masks on the joy of a winner is perfectly encapsulated in this Chase Liebenberg 
picture of (l-r) Alvery, Elrine and daughter Shannon Stokes as they welcome back gallant  
Benjamin and Greg Cheyne after their win in the final race at Durbanville on Monday. -tt 

Do It Again prepping for third July win?   
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Fasig-Tipton's Gulfstream Sale of selected 
two-year-olds in training returned to  
Gulfstream Park this week featuring a trio of 
seven-figure colts by top two-year-olds sires 
Nyquist and Uncle Mo. 

Hip 28 (above), a colt by Eclipse Champion 
2YO Nyquist, topped the sale when sold for 
$2,600,000 to Jamie McCalmont, agent for 
M.V. Magnier from the consignment of  
Wavertree Stables, agent. The bay colt worked 
a furlong in 9.4 during the under tack show, 
matching a record set in 2019 by subsequent 
graded stakes winner/multiple Grade 1 placed 
Donna Veloce and multiple Grade 1 placed 
Wrecking Crew. Hip 28 was purchased at the  
Selected Yearlings Showcase last September 
for $160,000 by Redwings from the  
consignment of Lane's End, agent. 
 
Three other colts realized $900,000 or more 
on Wednesday, including: 
 
Hip 181, a colt from the first crop of Horse of 
the Year Gun Runner, sold for $1,700,000 to 
Gary C. Young, agent from the consignment of 
Hartley/de Renzo Thoroughbreds, agent. The 
chestnut colt worked a furlong in 10.1 during 
the under tack show.   
 
Hip 67 (right), a colt by Champion Sire Uncle 
Mo, sold for $1,300,000 to West Bloodstock/
Jamie McCalmont, agent for M.V. Magnier from 
the consignment of Wavertree Stables, agent 
(video).  
 
The dark bay or brown colt worked a furlong in 
10 flat during the under tack show (video). Hip 
67 is a full brother to 2017  
Gulfstream Sale grad and juvenile G1W Dream 
Tree. 

Hip 29, a colt by Nyquist, sold for $900,000 to 
Spendthrift Farm and West Point  
Thoroughbreds from the consignment of Eddie 
Woods,a gent for the Complete Dispersal of the 
Estate of Paul Pompa, Jr.   
 
The sale's top filly came in the form Hip 169 
(below), a daughter of Uncle Mo, sold for 
$825,000 to West Bloodstock, agent for Robert 
and Lawana Low from the consignment of  
Sequel Bloodstock, agent.   

 
Overall, 67 juveniles changed hands for 
$25,360,000, good for an average of $378,507, 
the fifth highest average in sale history.  
 
The median was $300,000, tied for second 
highest in sale history.   

 
www.fasigtipton.com 

 
New Klawervlei stallion Royal Mo is the only 
son of Uncle Mo standing in South Africa, and 
his first yearlings were well received at the  
recent CTS De Grendel sale. –tt 
 

Uncle Mo shines at Fasig-Tipton 2yo sale 


