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We are two weeks away from first nominations 
for the July (April 14), but that still presents 
punters with the opportunity of an early  
ante-post bet.  
 
There's nothing more satisfying than backing a 
horse at 25-1 and seeing it start at a third of 
those odds come raceday. 
 
So what is this column's early fancy for the  
second behind-closed-doors July - the answer 

is Marshall's three year-old, Rascallion. At the 
time of writing, punters can get 7-2 about the 
Vercingetorix colt finishing in the first four. 
 
Yes, Rascallion was beaten by stablemate, 
Linebacker, in the 2000m Cape Derby, but his 
pedigree suggests he may have the better 
chance of staying the 2200m of the July.  
Rascallion's dam, Sofala Bay won six races 
five of them over 1800. However, importantly, 
she was also placed over 2600m. (to Page 2) 

Rascallion can end Marshall’s July drought 
Vaughan Marshall is the doyen of SA trainers but there is one race missing from his  
impressive CV - the Vodacom Durban July. Could Linebacker or Rascallion change that for 

the affable 69 year-old conditioner this year? 

VHM has enjoyed much more good fortune in the  Met, and here savours One World’s great win in 2020.  
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Thing’ but,” he added, “in racing parlance, it 
could be ‘Come on you Beauty’." Now that  

latter phrase makes a lot of sense with punters  
cheering their fancy home. 
 
Kommetdieding supporters can rightly claim 
that the horse, who has put the spotlight on 
jockey Sihle Cele, beat Rascallion by nearly 
three lengths in the Politician Stakes. Even so, 
I'd rather take 7-2 a place about Rascallion than 
11-10 about a horse yet to travel further than 
1800m. 
 
Another interesting factor of this year's July is 
that Luke Ferraris - this year's hottest jockey 
property - could face a dilemma. He is the  
regular rider of Met winner, Rainbow Bridge, 
and Mike De Kock's top three year-old,  
Malmoos. 
 
Luke has ridden Rainbow Bridge in his last 
three races which have yielded a second  

behind Jet Dark in the Queen's Plate and  
victory in the Met. He has also ridden Malmoos 
throughout his career with six wins out of seven 
- the only blot coming in an unplaced run behind 
Russian Rock in the Cape Guineas. 
 
At this stage, Luke can say "I'll face that hurdle 
when I get to it" because Mike De Kock isn't 
certain to run Malmoos in the July. That said, Ipi 
Tombe and Igugu are proof the former  
champion trainer is perfectly OK with running 
three year-olds in SA's most famous race. 
 
I had been in racing journalism for 15 years 
when Vaughan Marshall won his first Cape 
Guineas in 1987 with Muis Roberts riding a  
superb race on front-running, Sea Warrior. It's 
been a pleasure following his career - at the 
time of that win he was based in Natal. 

 
Yes, the man who has trained numerous top-
class performers including Captain Al and - 
more recently One World - may have the  
answer to the 2021 July. If both Linebacker and 
Rascallion go to post, it will give Empangen 
born Vaughan a strong hand. My place wager 
on the latter is already on. 
(to Page 4) 

Rascallion can end July drought—from Pg 1 
At the recent CTS Premier Yearling Sale,  
Rascallion's half-sister (by What A Winter) 

looked set to make a big price. However, the 
early foal, consigned by Winterbach Stud, was 
led out unsold. 
 
Another lot surprisingly unsold was the  
Drakenstein Stud's Futura colt out of the British 
mare, Pin Turn. If I'd had the financial  
resources (which I don't!), this is the lot I'd have 
liked to take home. 
 
Considering he's out of the sprinting mare Thin 
Red Line, it was understandable that Vaughan 
was worried about Linebacker staying the Cape 
Derby trip - particularly from the worst draw. To 
his delight, the Captain of All gelding answered 
Grant Van Niekerk's every call. 
 
Nevertheless, when he flew home, Anton  
Marcus who had finished second on Rascallion 
(below), might have been pondering whether 

the 3yo might provide him with a sixth July win.  
Amazing to think that Anton has been a part of 
SA's most famous race for more than a quarter 
of a century - his first success came on Tony 
Millard's runner, Dancing Duel, in 1993. 

In the early betting market, Kommetdieding - 

unbeaten in four starts - and Got The  
Greenlight share favouritism at 7-1. The former 
has been the subject of considerable hype - 
particularly in the Cape - presumably because 
of his Afrikaans name. 
 
I asked former Turf Talk editor, Charl Pretorius, 
to do the translation of Kommetdieding. His  
response: "Basically, it means ‘Come on the 



3 

 



4 

 

His choice of Bosworth Farm wasn't a hard one  
despite Gauteng studs not being fashionable. 

They had bred his 2013 Durban July hero, 
Heavy Metal. 
 
In their race report on the Sycamore, Sporting 
Life correctly pointed out that Skitt Skizzle is 
"clearly underutilized" and the stallion got a  
further boost when his best son, six-time winner 
Tierra Del Fuego, returned to form on the same 
day going down in a photo-finish to Dorrie 
Sham's talented three year-old, Bingwa. 
 
However, it was to get even better for Bosworth, 
Chris Van N and Sean Tarry at the city track 
last Saturday with the Skitt Skizzle mare,  
Cordillera, notching her fourth win after a  
neck-and-neck battle with stablemate, La Luvia. 
 
Were Bosworth done? Far from it. In the final 
event on the card champion, Warren Kennedy, 
got the best out of their Mambo In Seattle filly, 

Mirren, for the David Nieuwenhuizen stable. 
 
* This column is sponsored by Bosworth 
Farm Stud - much appreciated in these 
tough times. 
 
 

Rascallion can end July drought—from Pg 2 
WHAT A FORTNIGHT FOR BOSWORTH  
If breeders Neil and Lyth Orford of Bosworth 

Farm Stud cracked open the champagne last 
Saturday March 27, no-one could blame them. 
It's been some fortnight for their Klerksdorp  
operation. 

It started with the Turffontein meeting on March 
27 - a memorable one for the Bosworth stallion, 
Skitt Skizzle (above), with his daughter, Tropic 

Sun, proving too smart for her rivals in the Gr 3  
Sycamore Sprint.  
 
Carrying the colours of leading owner Chris 
Van Niekerk, the filly stopped the clock in a fast 
66,58 seconds.  
 
Chris owned three-time winner Skitt Skizzle and 
- being the wise fellow he is - will have asked a 
simple question: Is there any reason why this 
son of Jet Master couldn't do well at stud?  

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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So good to be back in the  
winners box again!! Has been a long lonely 
time but hard work is paying off. Well done to 
the connections of Paper Trail and tks to 
@vhmracing for the ride. Tks to my sponsors 
Kuda Insurance and to Jo Campher for  
believing in me.  
 
Tweeted Sandile Mbhele yesterday. 
 
Paper Trail (right) at Durbanville gave him his 
first winner after a horror fall on Cape Met day 
had sidelined him for almost two months.  
 
His tumble from the ironically named My Bestie 
cost him dear on the day, as he was due to have 
his first ride in Cape Town’s glamour race on 
Silver Operator for Vaughan Marshall.  
 
So it was appropriate that his first winner upon 
returning was on a Marshall runner. Paper Trail 
was having his ninth start, but had the form to 
win, and  fought on gamely to prevail by a neck  
following a battle with outsider Jaimala over the 
final 200m of the Maiden 1250m. –tt  

Sandile Mbhele firing after horror fall  

Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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A TOP racehorse owner is facing life in  
prison after admitting to smuggling 38kg of  
cocaine through an airport. 
 
Damion Flower, a 48-year-old former-baggage 
handler, was part of a drugs syndicate caught 
by a police sting operation. 
 
Fowler previously denied the charges but has 
now plead guilty to two different counts. 
 
Flower has shares in over 50 horses, including 
in a number of high-profile stallions - the most 
successful being champion sire Snitzel (right), 
who commanded a fee of over £120,000 a visit. 
 
After being arrested in May 2019, Flower  
originally denied the charges. 
 
But on Monday he admitted to two charges at a 
Sydney court in Australia. 
 
He pleaded guilty to one count of importing a 
commercial quantity of cocaine through Sydney 
Airport and another of dealing with the  
proceeds of crime worth more than £55,283. 
 
The drug importation offence carries a  
maximum penalty of life in prison. 
 
Flower was accused of using a network of  
baggage handlers to get the Class A drug 
through. It is believed the cocaine haul came in 
on a flight from South Africa. 

The crimes took place between May 2016 and 
June 2019. 
 
Until his arrest, he also owned a slot in  
Australia's richest horse race, The Everest. 
These slots alone cost close to £1million. 
 
But since his arrest, Flower has been hit with 
an unexplained wealth order and many of his 
assets including vehicles and shares in horses 
have been seized by authorities. 
 
He is due to be sentenced along with former 
baggage handler To'or'o Mafiti over two days in 
September.             thesun.co.uk 

Snitzel part owner smuggles drugs from SA!   

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, CLICK 
THIS LINK FOR PAST ISSUES  

www.turftalk.co.za  

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Antonio Fresu has described how the  
biggest victory of his career ended in  
tragedy for sprinter Zenden (right), who  
suffered a fatal breakdown moments after 
carrying the Italian rider to his first G1  
triumph in the Dubai Golden Shaheen. 
 
Fresu was shot out of the saddle when the US 
runner sustained an open fracture of his near 
foreleg after crossing the line as a 40-1 upset 
winner of the $1.5 million 6f dirt prize at  
Meydan on Saturday. The five-year-old entire 
was subsequently put down. 
 
There was more drama to come for the jockey 
who was passed fit to take the mount on the 
fancied Military Law in the Dubai World Cup, 
only to be unshipped again when the horse 
ducked under the stalls. After running loose, he 
was withdrawn from the showpiece race. 
 
Recalling the moment he won the Golden  
Shaheen, Fresu said: “I got really happy for a 
second and the next second my heart was  
broken to see the horse who gave me such a 
victory breaking down. This is the worst  
experience a jockey can have. 
 
“Zenden gave me such a pleasure,” the 29-
year-old added.  
 
“As soon as I got up I went to the horse and 
gave him a couple of pats. I had to leave – I 
didn’t want to see him like that. It was too hard 
for my eyes and too emotional.” 
 
Zenden, a first Dubai runner for trainer Carlos 
David, a former assistant to Jason Servis, was 
coming into the race off a Listed win at Tampa 
Bay. 
 
He had never won at graded level but under 
Fresu he managed to get across from stall 13 
of 13 to make all the running and score by 3¼ 
lengths. 

“I’d never sat on him before,” said Fresu. “I 
wasn’t expecting that much but they told me the 
horse was extremely fast, was improving in his 
last two races and was 110 per cent fit to go. 
 
“Meydan is different to the US but most of the 
time it helps horses that go to the front. He 
broke so fast; I have never sat on a horse that 
broke so well from the stalls. After two strides I 
was already so clear and managed to go to the 
rail.  
 
“Then I just held the horse to fill him up, take a 
breather on the turn and when I asked him to 
go he kicked on really well, managing to get 
three or four lengths clear.  
 
“In the last 100 metres he was slowing down 
and I could see a couple were catching me, but 
they were too late. The poor horse … after the 
wire he was changing leads to go into the turn, 
took a bad step and broke down. (to Pg 12) 

The ecstasy then the agony for Fresu  

Pic-DRC/Mathea Kelly. 
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“That was about 50 metres after the line.  
I promise you, he had been moving so well.” 
 
Fresu, who did not attend the prize-giving  
ceremony, said trainer David and the owners 
were totally distraught. “I got to talk to them and 
they were devastated,” he said. 

“The owners were crying like babies and the 
trainer as well because they never had such a 
good horse and it was the first G1 winner for 
the connections. Losing him in that way was 
heartbreaking. 
 
“It wasn’t the way I want to win a race, even if it 
is a G1. After the race they asked me to go to 
the presentation but I said I didn’t want to do a 
presentation.  
 
“It wasn’t fair for the connections. It was a great 
win for my career, but not the way I wanted to 
do it.” 
 
Military Law was coming into the World Cup off 
a sixth place in the Saudi Cup and a win in 
Round 1 of the Maktoum Challenge as third 
favourite. 

“Military Law is such a kind, nice and relaxed 
horse,” said Fresu. “I ride him almost every 
day. They loaded him in the stalls and he was 
still quiet and relaxed. 
 
“There was only one horse left to load and I 
think one of the American horses was messing 
about in the stalls. I think Military Law got really 
scared and he went down under the stalls and 
he just got loose.” 
 
“The World Cup was a tough race but he had 
already beaten many of those in the race, apart 
from the winner,” added Fresu, who is soon to 
return to Italy to take up his job with trainer  
Endo Botti. 
 
“Chuwa Wizard was second but he was five or 
six lengths behind me in Saudi so my horse 
had a massive chance. 
 
“I am not saying he could beat Mystic Guide but 
he could have finished second because he was 
in extremely good form. It could have been the 
best day of my life but it ended up being so  
awful.” 

www.bloodhorse.com  

The ecstasy then the agony-from Page 10 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 
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