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In the process the Avontuur Thoroughbred 
Farm broodmare Academia achieved the  
unusual feat of having a third debut winner, 
whilst her only other two runners to date both 
won early in their careers too. 
 
Nieuwenhuizen said about Gifted Gal, “She 
showed a lot of promise from day one and  
myself and owners Stergio and Fred were  
confident of a big run. Gavin had ridden her 
work and was very happy to take the ride. I 
would have preferred to start her over 1000m 
but the only 1000m event available was going 
to be too close to the SA Fillies Nursery so we 

took the risk and ran her here.” 

The connections were confident she could beat 
the exposed horses on Saturday but the other 
risk they took was running her in a field which 
was full of unknown first-timers, one of whom 
was backed into favourite. 
 
However, Gifted Gal, who was backed from 7/1 
into 5/2, proved up to the task. After breaking 
well from a favourable high draw of ten she 
was up with the early pace before hitting the 
front 800m out.  
 
She quickened well at the 400m mark to keep 
the most fancied of the exposed horses,  

Hollywoodbound, at bay. (to Page 2) 

UNDERRATED trainer David Nieuwenhuizen has become more and more prominent  

despite working largely with horses purchased in a lower price bracket but he might be  
willing to increase his sales budget after his Oratorio filly Gifted Gal won on debut over 

Academia’s Gifted Gal gets top marks  
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However, she was later having a cup of tea with 
Nieuwenhuizen as he had bought an Avontuur 
Var filly for R80,000. 
 
Pippa then told him that as a proven good  
trainer it was time he risked buying more  
expensive, better bred horses as he would not 
always be able to rely on the Cinderella-like sto-
ries of the R10,000 purchase Virgo’s Babe, who 
won him the Grade 2 SA Fillies Nursery. 
 
She suggested Gifted Gal as a good starting 
point. David was reluctant but his wife Heather 
and daughter Nicole joined forces with Pippa in  
persuading him. 
 

David recalled, “Pippa thought the filly would be 
nice blood for the yard and it is difficult to say 
no when three women are pressurising you! But 
now I thank them for doing so!” 
 
David forked out R250,000, the most expensive 
horse he has ever bought, and then set about 
putting ownership together.  
(to Page 4) 

Academia’s Gifted Gal gets top marks—from Pg 1 

She then dug down in the last 100 metres to 
repel the challenger Freed From Desire, alt-
hough she did hang inward. 
 
Nieuwenhuizen said, “She is a very sensible 
filly and I think that is what won her the race, 
although she was a bit green in the latter  
stages.  
 
“We don’t take everything out of them first time 
out and we leave a lot in reserve. She is sound 
and beautifully put together, her  
conformation is excellent, Pippa always breeds 
a good solid horse.” 
 
Nieuwenhuizen in fact thanked Mickelburgh 

(above with Miss Frankel) profusely in the  
post-race interview. 
 
Mickelburgh had been disappointed when  
Gifted Gal went through the ring unsold at the 
National Yearling Sales last year. 
But she was not altogether surprised as she 
was the second lot and the venue was still  
relatively empty. 
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Academia’s first foal, the Vaughan Marshall-
trained Var colt Valedictorian, won his debut 
over 1000m at Kenilworth by 4,25 lengths and 
followed up by finishing a 2,20 length fourth in a 
Graduation Plate over 1000m won by  
subsequent Equus Champion Sprinter Kasimir 
with Speedpoint second.  
 
Unfortunately, Valedictorian was destined to 
only have one more run, an unplaced effort at 
Hollywoodbets Scottsville. 
 
Academia’s second foal, the Var colt Top Of 
The Class, was also trained by Marshall and 
beat the top class Twist Of Fate by half-a-length 

on his debut over 1000m at Durbanville. He 
failed to win another race, although he did finish 
third in a Listed race, and is now retired. 
 
The respective third and fourth foals, the  
Marshall-trained Var colt Tutorial and the 
Lezeanne Forbes-trained Captain Of All filly 
Mind Set, both won third time out, although the 
former has been retired as a one-time winner. 
 
Mickelburgh said, “I am delighted for David and 
the owners and hope Gifted Gal goes on.” 
     www.goldcircle.co.za—David Thiselton 

Academia’s Gifted Gal gets top marks-from Pg 2 

As he said. “When they are better bred it is  
easier to put them together.” 
 
He approached Stergio Poriazis, who part-owns 
Nieuwenhuizen’s Grade 3 winner Mill Queen 
(above) among others. 
 
Stergio said, “I am a very loyal patron of  
David’s, I am very happy with him. He is honest 
and transparent and he told me he thought he 
had a special filly. I got a partner involved, Fred 
van Wyk. This mare obviously throws very  
forward fillies but let’s see, we hope we have 
fun with her.” 
 

Pretoria-based Stergio entered horseracing as 
a punter round about 35 years ago as a 19 year
-old and began owning horses five to six years 
ago. Mill Queen, who is by Querari and won the 
2019 Grade 2 Starling Stakes, was not his first 
stakes winner as he also part-owned the Gavin 
Smith-trained Querari filly Joker, who won the 
2017 Listed Dahlia Plate. 
 
Fred van Wyk has been in ownership since 
2007 but this is the first horse he has had with 
Nieuwenhuizen. 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Two Listed races that went missing in action 
last year due to Covid-19 are back at  
Fairview on Friday. 
 
The East Cape Guineas and the East Cape 
Sprint Cup will be the highlights on the card. 
 
In the sprint, Justin Snaith’s Captain Tatters 
may prove tough to deny. Incredibly still a one 
time winner, he has raced in far stronger  
company, and was only two lengths off top 
class stable mate Rio Querari last time in the 
G2 Diadem. Although that margin is highly  
flattering as Grant van Niekerk came home 
smoking the proverbial pipe.    
 
Snaith was victorious the last time the race was 
run with Sir Frenchie (right) in 2019, who later 
joined Yvette Bremner in PE 
 
Despite only having six runners (top rated Red 
Lark is scratched) , the Guineas appears far 
more open. 
 
But Candice Bass-Robinson’s Adios Amigos 
(below) has won his last two Cape Town  
appearances over slightly shorter in fluent style.  
 
The Elusive Fort colt could prove tough to beat 
if getting the 1600m. But in his only previous 
attempt at the trip he found nothing late, and 
produced the only unplaced run of his career.  

Justin Snaith’s Salvator Mundi also appears 
highly progressive, while Gavin Smith’s Jaeger 

Moon presents the best hope of a home town 
victory. The gutsy Capetown Noir colt  has 
reeled off five wins in a row, and although the 
mile may be a little sharp in this company, he 
shouldn’t be discounted.  

Here is a look at recent winners: 
EAST CAPE GUINEAS 
2019: The Highway Man 
2018: Sabbatical 
2017: Gimme The Stars 
2016: Brilliant Crimson 
2015: Door Of Deception 
2014: Sea Cat 
2013: Ottimo 
2012: Lord Badger 
2011: Azeroth 
2010: Feet Of Fire 
2009: Tuvana Silva 
EAST CAPE SPRINT CUP 
2019: Sir Frenchie 
2018: Exelero 
2017: Normanz 
2016: Copper Parade 
2015: Sir Duke 
2014: Vauclair 
2013: Sedge 
2012: Castlethorpe 
2011: Thunder Key 
2010: Hear The Drums 
2009: Hear The Drums 
(Thanks to Henk Steenkamp for previous  
winner information) -tt 

Will local PE hopes be left in Tatters? 
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The great Secretariat and his groom Eddie Sweat. They don’t make horses  
(or indeed pants) like that anymore. 

‘Now that is a beast’ corner  
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Saudi Cup (above) winner Mishriff had his 
chances of following up in Saturday’s 
Group 1 Dubai Sheema Classic reduced at 
the draw in Meydan on Wednesday when he 
was handed the widest draw of all in stall 
ten. 
 
The general 5-2 chance will be tackling a mile 
and a half for the first time in the $6 million  
contest, in which trainer John Gosden is  
seeking a third victory following Dar Re Mi 
(2011) and Jack Hobbs (2017). 

David Egan is to be reunited with Mishriff, who 
gave him his biggest win in the $20m Saudi 
Cup in Riyadh last month. The pair also broke 
from an unfavourable wide draw on that  
occasion. 
 
Speaking from Dubai, where he is overseeing 
operations for his father (both pictured right), 
Thady Gosden said: “Both Mishriff and Lord 
North are coming out of stall ten in their  
respective races. The Sheema Classic start is 

almost straight into a bend, so a wide draw isn’t 
ideal for Mishriff, but we’ll see how it pans out 
on Saturday.” 

Aidan O’Brien’s runner Mogul was cut to 7-2 
(from 5) for the Sheema Classic by Hills after 
drawing stall one.  

Lord North, winner of the Group 1 Prince of 
Wales’s Stakes at Royal Ascot last year, also 
comes from stall ten in a field of 14 in the 
Group 1 Dubai Turf, which should prove less of 
an issue. (to Page 12) 

Mishriff draws widest in Sheema Classic  
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Gosden continued: “There's a long run into the 
bend from the nine-furlong start, so there 
should be plenty of time for Frankie [Dettori] to 
make up his mind whether he wants to go  
forward or drop in.  

“Both he, Mishriff and our UAE Derby candidate 
New Treasure breezed nicely this morning and 
have been in good shape since they arrived at 
the weekend.” (Lord North is a general 5-2  
favourite for the Dubai Turf, in which he faces 
stiff British opposition from the David O’Meara 
trained Lord Glitters, winner of the Group 1  
Jebel Hatta last month, and the Sir Michael 
Stoute (below) trained  Regal Reality. 

The latter will be sporting new colours when he 
does duty at Meydan as he was sold privately 
by his breeders Cheveley Park Stud to Peter 
Done, brother of Betfred boss Fred, over the 
winter. 

Stoute said: “We're just freshening Regal  
Reality up at the moment and will take him out 
on the training track most mornings ahead of 
Saturday's race. He seems to have settled in 
well at Meydan and we are pleased with how 
he's travelled over." 

www.racingpost.com 

 

  
    

 
  

  

Mishriff draws widest –from Page 10 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 
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