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The last-start Cantala Stakes (Gr 1, 1600m) 
winner, who was also a Grade 1 winner in 
South Africa before coming under Yulong’s 
ownership, will be one of three first season 
sires standing at the Nagambie farm. 
 
The rising seven-year-old entire, a four-time 
winner at two who initially raced as Surcharge, 
will be joined by Blue Diamond Stakes (Gr 1, 
1200m) winner Tagaloa (Lord Kanaloa) and 
Zhang’s Phoenix Stakes (Gr 1, 6f )-winning  
European star Lucky Vega (Lope De Vega).  
 
Yulong Prince’s Group 1 success at Flemington 
on Victoria Derby day last year, which clinched 
the horse’s stud future, was a defining moment 
for Zhang who has developed an extraordinary 
broodmare band and racing division primarily in 

Australia as well as China and Europe.  

“Yulong Prince had a little knock to his leg so 
we decided to retire him,” Yulong chief  
operating officer Sam Fairgray revealed as the 
reason for the horse missing the autumn.  
 
“Mr Zhang purchased him to win a Group 1 and 
we have achieved that, so now he can come 
and join our roster and we’ll support him with 
some nice mares we’ve got here. He is free of 
Danehill, he’s by a stallion who is a son of 
More Than Ready and he is also out of a  
Canny Lad mare.”  
 
Yulong Prince, who was also campaigned in 
Dubai after being purchased by Mr Zhang  
before heading south, was trained by Chris 
Waller in Australia during a 15-start stint which 
also netted a victory in the Cup Day Plate 

(Listed, 1800m) in 2019 at Flemington. (to P2)   

The South African-bred Yulong Prince (Gimmethegreenlight), a horse with a familiar  
southern hemisphere pedigree who became the first Australian G1 winner for major  

investor Yuesheng Zhang, has been retired to the Chinese businessman’s  Victorian stud.  

‘Surcharge’ goes to stud in Australia  
The colt then known as  Surcharge storms to victory in the G1 Daily News 2000 of 2018. 



2 

 

Cummings (Gr 3, 2400m) winner Persan 
(Pierro).  
 
Yulong Prince holds an extensive international 
family which features Gran Criterium (Gr 1,1m) 
winner Count Dubois (Zafonic), and Irish 2000 
Guineas (Gr 1, 1m) hero Indian Haven (Indian 
Ridge). Yulong Prince won at two before  
excelling at three, winning five of his nine starts  
during that season, which prompted Mr Zhang 
to make a compelling offer for the then colt.  
 
He is the best of six winners for Diktat 
(Warning) mare Congestion Charge who is a 
three-quarter sister to Royal Ascot Group 3  
winner Endorsement (Warning), herself the dam 
of multiple stakes winner Mores Wells (Sadler’s 
Wells).  
 

Already at the farm and available for inspection, 
Yulong Prince is a stunning horse who will  
appeal to a variety of mares at a yet-to-be  
announced “value” service fee, according to 
Fairgray.  
 
“He’s black, with some white markings. He’ll be 
an easy horse to mate to and he will suit many 
mares on type because he’s a nice (to Pg 4)

Prince Surcharge goes to stud —from Page 1 

“Yulong Prince was a very impressive horse on 
two fronts. Firstly, his ability to compete at a 
high level overseas and then come to Australia 
and adapt to our conditions of training and  
racing, once again at the highest level; a great 
feat not comparable by many,” Waller said.  
 
“Secondly, he was a very good-looking horse 
with a good attitude, and obviously sound and 
well performed.” Yulong Prince’s sire is sprinter
-miler Gimmethegreenlight (More Than Ready), 
a winner of six races from 1000 metres to 1600 
metres.  
 
As a two-year-old, he won his first four starts 
then became the first three-year-old in 42 years 
to win the Queen’s Plate (Gr 1, 1600m). He has 
had a prominent influence in South Africa,  
being crowned 2016 champion freshman sire 

and, in 2017, he was the leading second crop 
sire. In 2018 he was the leading active sire of 
three-year-olds and he was the leading active 
sire by stakes winners in 2019.  
 
Gimmethegreenlight, who is out of Yes She 
Can Cancan (Canny Lad), is also a half-brother 
to Coolmore Classic (Gr 1, 1500m) winner 
OfcourseIcan (Mossman), the dam of Bart 

Yulong Prince takes the G1 Cantala Stakes in his final racetrack appearance on 31 October 2020. 
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Before  his great Daily News win, he had  
managed the probably unique feat of finishing 

runner up to a different horse in all three legs of 
the Gauteng Triple Crown that season.  
 
For the record his conquerors were Monks 
Hood (Guineas), Lobo’s Legend (Classic) and 
Hero’s Honour (Derby).  
 
So his opening G1 win was certainly overdue.  
 
Following a couple of fruitless appearances in 
Dubai, he was taken to Australia and put into 
the care of master trainer Chris Waller.  
 
And after a few prep runs he won a Listed race 
at Flemington over 1800m in November 2019.  
  
A couple of G2 runner up slots followed , before 
his career defining G1 victory back at  
Flemington on 31 October last year, a course 
where he retires undefeated. –tt 

Prince Surcharge goes to stud—from Page 2 
size - not too big, not too small - and he’s an 
attractive horse,” he said. Service fees for 

Yulong Prince, Tagaloa, Grunt (O’Reilly), Ala-
bama Express (Redoute’s Choice) and Lucky 
Vega will be announced at a later date.  
 

www.anzbloodstocknews.com 
 

Top Aussie rider Damian Lane (above)  

partnered Yulong Prince to his G1 win over 
there, and was quick to pay tribute on Twitter.  
 
“What a shame to hear I won’t be partnering 
Yulong Prince to any more group one wins. 
A lovely looking tough colt who will be a 
great addition to the Yulong Investments 
stallion roster. Looking forward to watching 
him become successful at stud.” 
 
Gunter Wrogemann (right) was on him when he 
won the Daily News, before his career was 
tragically ended by a severe fall at Turffontein 
the very next day. He gave us his recollections. 
 
“He was a great horse and 100% one of the 
best I ever rode. Winning the Daily News 
was a great moment, and the biggest race I 
ever won. Everything worked out perfectly.  

 
“He was maturing, and we hadn’t seen the best 
of him yet. He never travelled in his races, 
which made him difficult to ride, but that seems 
to have sorted itself out as he has grown up in 
Australia. 
 
“Hats off to Stewie (Pettigrew), who did a  
phenomenal job with him.” 
 
Owned by Ian van Schalkwyk, and trained by 
Stuart Pettigrew, Yulong Prince only finished 
out of the first two once in eleven local starts.  

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Hamdan Al Maktoum, one of the most  
prominent and influential figures in  
international horseracing for more than four 
decades, has died. He was 75. 
 
The older brother of Sheikh Mohammed, 
Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashid Al Maktoum helped 
to change the face of the sport in Britain and 
across the world through his investment in 
sponsorship, equine property and bloodstock, 
racing thousands of horses in his blue silks and 
white silks, including the likes of champions 
Nashwan, Dayjur and Battaash. 
 
Sheikh Hamdan enjoyed considerable success 
with his runners, including two Derby wins with 
Nashwan (1989) and Erhaab (1994) and  
numerous other Classics such as the 2,000 
Guineas, 1,000 Guineas, Oaks, Irish Derby, 
Irish 2,000 Guineas, Irish 1,000 Guineas and 
Poule d'Essai des Pouliches, as well as a string 
of other Group 1s in Britain, Ireland and France. 
He was champion Flat owner in Britain eight 
times (1990, 1994, 1995, 2002, 2005, 2009, 
2014 and 2020). 
 
His horses also triumphed in major international 
contests, landing the owner two Melbourne 
Cups with At Talaq (1986) and Jeune (1994), 
as well as a Breeders' Cup Classic with Invasor 
(2006), the Belmont Stakes with Jazil (2006) 
and the Dubai World Cup with Almutawakel 
(1999) and Invasor (2007). 
 

While Sheikh Hamdan, who served as deputy 
ruler of Dubai and UAE minister of finance and 
industry prior to his death, was a powerful  
player at the sales spending millions of pounds 
each year, he was also a major breeder under 
the banner of his Shadwell Estates operation. 
 
He purchased Shadwell Estate, near Thetford 
in Norfolk, in 1984 with the likes of Green  
Desert standing at the stud, while sister  
operations are run at Derrinstown Stud near 
Maynooth, County Kildare and at Shadwell 
Farm in Lexington, Kentucky. 
 
Known for his loyalty to racing professionals, 
many of whom worked for him for decades, 
Sheikh Hamdan was a passionate supporter of 
Arabian racing alongside his love of racing 
Thoroughbreds. 
 
He was patron of the Arabian Racing  
Organisation and the key figure behind the  
establishment of the Dubai International Arabi-
an Races, Europe's premier Arabian racing  
programme which has its finals day held at 
Newbury racecourse each year.  
                      www.racingpost.com 

<><><><><><> 
  
MIKE de Kock paid tribute on Wednesday to 
the stable’s long-time patron, Sheikh Hamdan 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Deputy Ruler of Dubai 
and one of the world’s most accomplished  
racehorse owners. (to Page 8) 

Sheik Hamdan sadly passes at 75 

Pic-Edward Whitaker. 
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His brother, HH Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, the Ruler of Dubai, shared the 
news through the official Twitter account. 
 
Mike said: “Firstly, we extend our condolences 
to his family and to the people of Dubai, where 
he was loved and revered for having time for 
everyone around him.  
 
“From personal experience too, Sheikh 
Hamdan was a kind and approachable man. He 
had an extraordinary knowledge of racing and 
breeding and was a world leader in both  
industries for four decades. 
 
“Sheikh Hamdan not only employed, and still 
employs, thousands of people in what were his 
many and varied interests, but he touched all of 
their lives and will be sorely missed. 
 
“Here in South Africa his investments in racing 
and breeding over the last 15 years were of  
unmeasurable value to us and changed the 
course of many lives, including my own. We are 
deeply saddened by his passing.” 
  
Sheik Hamdan started racing with Mike in 2007 
and enjoyed remarkable success around the 
world with the likes of UAE Guineas Trial  
winner Zanzamar, Mushreq (Al  Fahidi Fort), 
Mujaarib (Emperors Charity Mile), Soft Falling 
Rain (UAE 2000 Guineas, Godolphin Mile), 
Royal Ridge and Jet Legend. 
 
In South Africa, they won a host of Gr1’s with 
runners like Soft Falling Rain (right), Ertijaal, 
Soqrat, Majmu, Mustaaqeem, Rafeef,  
Hawwaam and indeed most recently Malmoos 
(above right) , who has one leg to go to win the 
2021 Triple Crown – the SA Derby will sadly be 
a race Sheikh Hamdan won’t see. 
  

mikedekockracing.com  
  

Sheik Hamdan sadly passes –from Page 6 

Pic-Chase Liebenberg 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

With the consolation bonus in his sights, 
the focus will now be on Earth Hour (above)
in the World Sports Betting East Cape Poly  
Challenge, writes Henk Steenkamp 
 
That is the word from trainer Juan Nel who has 
three runners on the scoreboard after the  
recent first leg of the Challenge. 
 
Earth Hour has the least points of the three Nel 
horses. Wolfgang (6) and What A Winner (4) is 
better off but Nel is very happy with the two 
points Earth Hour received for running fifth over 
1200m. 
 
“The Poly Challenge is his mission. I thought he 
ran very well in the first leg,” Nel said of the 
seven-year-old gelding. 
 
The distances in the coming two legs will suit 
Earth Hour much better. The second leg is on 9 
April over 1400m and the final leg, over 1600m, 
is to be run on 7 May. 

Wolfgang is in action this coming Friday over 
1000m at Fairview and will probably not be 
seen in the Challenge again. Nel is also  
uncertain if What A Winner will give the second 
leg a go. 
 
Luyolo Mxothwa looks set to resume his  
partnership with Earth Hour after he rode What 
A Winner in the first leg. 
 
Nominations for the second leg are being done 
on Thursday. There is a R250,000 bonus on 
offer to the connections of any horse who can 
win all three legs. It is very doubtful though if 
the Alan Greeff trained Viking Moon, winner of 
the first leg, will contest the second leg. 
 
The consolation bonus of R50,000 is to be paid 
for the horse that performs the best in the  
Challenge, however horses must participate in 
all three legs and win at least one leg. Points 
allocation for the consolation bonus are: 1st 10, 
2nd 6, 3rd 4, 4th 3, 5th 2 and 6th 1. 

Earth Hour looking for consolation 

Pic-Pauline Herman. 

Pic-Pauline Herman. 
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Now retired five time champion sire Silvano turned 25 on Monday. Here he is  
in all his glory enjoying some ‘me’ time at his home Maine Chance in this image  
taken by Candiese Lenferna recently. The farm commissioned a video to mark the  
occasion which can be viewed via This Link.   –tt        

Champion Silvano turns 25   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ckMzdLkVebE
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No question that last month’s $20m Saudi 
Cup has put the noses of the hosts of  
Saturday’s Dubai World Cup out of joint, but 
there will still be a strong international  
challenge for the $12m race at Meydan  
racecourse writes David Mollett.  
 
In fact, a total of 117 horses from 11 countries 
will compete for $26.5m in stake money  
including six grade 1 events. 
 
As was the case with the Saudi race, American 
trainers mount a strong challenge headed by 
trainer Michael Stidham’s raider Mystic Guide 
(right), the ruling 9-4 favourite.  

It is no surprise US trainers are prepared to 
make the long haul because the rewards can 
be huge. For example, Great Scot, who earned 
$2m by running third in the Saudi race, banked 
10 times more in less than two minutes than he 
did in his first 15 starts.  

The Dubai World Cup is a race targeted by Go-
dolphin every year and they have three repre-
sentatives in Mystic Guide, Gifts Of Gold, 
trained by Saeed bin Suroor, and Magny Cours 
(main pic), who makes the journey from France 
for the country’s champion trainer Andre Fabre. 

Japan also has a live candidate in the form of 
Chuwa Wizard, winner of the  grade 1  
Champions Cup in December for trainer Ryuji 
Okubo. 

Mystic Guide, a son of Ghostzapper, arrives on 
the back of an impressive win in the recent 
$600,000 G3 Razorback Handicap.  
 
Stidham said a few days later: “He’s come out 
of that race well, is back in New  
Orleans and will have a workout before we 
ship. I have no reason to believe he’s going to  
regress so we’ll see how he handles the  
travelling. If all goes well, we’ll get an easy 
breeze over the track at Meydan.” 

The stable has been in hot form with jockey 
Luis Saez — Mystic Guide’s expected pilot — 
winning February’s grade 2 Hillsborough 
Stakes for Godolphin at Tampa Bay Downs. It 
was the 9th graded stakes race Stidham has 
won for Sheikh bin Rashid Al Maktoum. 

Another Godolphin-owned runner with strong 
each-way claims on Saturday is Magny Cours, 
who might be overpriced at his current odds of 
12-1. The horse’s detractors point (to Page 13)

French raider could surprise in Dubai WC 
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out that he has never raced on dirt, but that is 
overridden by the fact that he is trained by 
French maestro Andre Fabre (below). 

Fabre, who graduated from university with a 
law degree before deciding to switch to horse 
racing, has been champion trainer in France for 
30 of the past 33 seasons. He has won  
Europe’s most important race, the Prix de l’Arc 
De Triomphe, eight times.  

Magny Cours has not been seen in action since 
winning the Coral Gala Stakes at Sandown 
Park last July in the hands of William Buick. So 
Fabre has had eight months to prepare his 
charge for the Dubai World Cup and provided 
he draws a reasonable barrier appeals as an 
each-way wager at his current price. 

A strong case for the first purse of $6.96m can 
be made for another US challenger, Jesus’ 
Team (below-working yesterday), who is 
trained by Jose Francisco D’angelo.  

His form is impressive as it includes a third in 
the grade 1 Preakness Stakes, second in the 
Breeders Cup Dirt Mile and runner-up again in 
the 2021 Pegasus Cup at Gulfstream Park on 
January 23.  

Courtesy of Business Day. 

French raider could surprise-from Pg 12  


