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A newborn colt whose dam died hours after his 
birth, and a 15-year-old mare, who lost her foal 

days earlier, immediately bonded upon meeting 
at a Florida farm March 14, much to the delight 
of their respective owners, who had learned of 
each other's equine tragedies via Facebook. 

Video of this first encounter and a photo  
montage of their journey, placed online by 
Heather Link, has been watched over 926,000 
times on the video-sharing platform TikTok 
through March 21. To watch the video follow 
This Link . 

The video shows the newborn, a son 
of Bahamian Squall  out of the First 
Dude  mare Vienna Fantasy, touching noses 
with the Unbridled Time mare Unbridled Faith 
after riding in a trailer to join her at Bridlechase 
Farm in Gainesville. The colt later begins to 
nurse and follows the mare back to her stall at 
the farm while a young, blond-haired girl keenly 
watches alongside. 

It is unlikely that even the Hallmark Channel 

could have produced anything as touching.  

Link, an occupational therapist by trade and 
wife of Luis Carlos Perez, one of the colt's  
owners, said she "just put it together to show 
everybody around us what had been going on 
that day. So it sort of blew my mind a little bit 
that it got so popular. 

"I think I had a record of something like 100 
(views) before that." 

Subsequent videos of the equine duo have  
displayed the mare playfully splashing the foal 
with water from a trough, and the foal running, 
bucking, and playing alongside the mare.  

The videos and the degree of fame that it 
brought the two horses and the people  
associated with them was a mere side effect for 
the owners of the horses, who simply wanted 
their animals to be healthy and happy after 
their earlier anguish. 

For Link and Perez, both experienced horse-
people but first-time horse owners, having a 
mare they owned give birth was a new  
experience, let alone feeling the roller coaster 
of emotions of Vienna Fantasy's death and 
their understandable worries for the health of 
their young colt. (to Page 2) 

Through dating websites and social media, the internet has helped bring millions of  
heart-aching people together—and now, two such Thoroughbreds. (A feelgood story to 

mark Human Rights Day—tt) 

Orphaned foal and mare find each other  

https://twitter.com/i/status/1372247905839505412
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(next year)," Bessellieu said. "It was kind of  
crazy with the timing." 

So Perez joined the orphaned Bahamian Squall 
colt in the back of the trailer and bottle-fed him 
as they were transported for a four-hour journey 
to meet Unbridled Faith.  

After arrival at the farm but before he exited the 
trailer, Bessellieu and other handlers rubbed the 
scent of the mare on the foal to aid in their  
acceptance of one another. Then, it was time 
for their meeting.  

"The rest is really in the video," Bessellieu said.  

"She instantly wanted him; she was all over 
him. And I think it was the same for him. I think 
they only touched noses for as long as it was in 
the video. Then he just ran back, straight back 
to her udder, and latched on—the poor little 
guy.  

 
"She loves it. She loves being a little mom. 
She's a very good mom. I keep thanking her 
and telling her how wonderful she is every day, 
accepting somebody else's baby like she did 
because she didn't have to do it." (to Page 4) 

Orphaned foal and mare—from Page 1 
They and co-owner Alvaro Rodriguez had 
dreams of a long and rewarding life for 5-year-

old Vienna Fantasy as a broodmare after they 
bought her and another mare at the Ocala 
Breeders' Sales Company's 2021 Winter Mixed 
& Horses Of Racing Age Sale in January.  
Unraced Vienna Fantasy, related to three 
stakes winners and in foal to Double Diamond 
Farm stallion Bahamian Squall, was a $2,000 
purchase from the Beth Bayer consignment.  

Perez, a volleyball coach and exercise rider 
who breaks young horses at Casse Training 
Center for trainer Mark Casse, said he was  
initially overjoyed upon hearing news of Vienna 
Fantasy giving birth the morning of March 14 at 
Rodriguez's farm near Kenansville, south 
of Orlando.  

But that euphoria quickly turned to worry upon 
hearing that Vienna Fantasy was not doing well 
post-birth. Early that afternoon, she would  
succumb, believed from severe rectal prolapse, 
Link said, though the newborn was able to 

nurse from her for about five hours before her 
passing, providing him with colostrum. 

Seeing Vienna Fantasy struggling, Link began 
searching for a nurse mare—a surrogate  
mother to raise the foal until he is weaned—and 
recalled seeing a Facebook post by another 
horse owner, offering the services of her mare 
after its foal had died March 9.  reshing Link's 
memory of it. 

So she sent a message to that owner, Crystal 
Bessellieu, owner and operator of Bridlechase 
Farm, which specializes in eventers, explaining 
their predicament. 

"Crystal was like, 'Of course, we would want to 
help,'" Link recalled. 

Time had nearly run out on nursing this year for 
Unbridled Faith, whose baby had died from 
complications five days before Vienna  
Fantasy's passing. 

"I had milked her for a couple of days after in 
case something came up. But I had actually 
thought that morning before they called, that I 
would just let her dry up and we'll try again 
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heal. Even though it was two horrible situations 
for their family, there was a reason, an  

enlightened reason, why all this happened. 
That's what I keep telling my kids anyway." 

Perez echoed those sentiments.  

"We were scared but it was beautiful, a lot of 
tears, a lot of happiness," Perez said. "Every 
day I would think about it—it was just sad on 
one side, but a miracle and amazing happiness 
on the other side because we can't stop  
thinking about his mom, you know." 

In keeping with their view of the immediate 
bond between Unbridled Faith and the young 
colt being a miracle, Perez and Link have  
nicknamed the foal "Baby Mic," Mic being an 
abbreviation for miracle.  

They hope to officially name him Vienna's  
Miracle, or something similar, depending on 
name availability with The Jockey Club. 

According to recent social media updates, Baby 
Mic and Unbridled Faith, simply referred to as 
"Faith" around the farm, have continued to pair 

well together since their initial meeting.  
 
Bessellieu sends the foal's owners regular  
pictures and videos, and they travel to see 
them when they can. Baby Mic will stay with 
Bessellieu at Bridlechase Farm until weaned. 

Perez said the colt won't be sold at auction, 
which had been the partners’ original plan. They 
know now that they have too much of an  
emotional connection. 

"We thought we got a dream. Our project was 
we buy mares and then sell the babies. Well, 
that changed and changed really quick," Perez 
said. "That's not what we're doing now with  
Baby Mic. Our plan is to race him." 

They want him to be a part of their lives beyond 
his racing days. 

"Once he does his racing thing—I do jumping 
and eventing some—he's already gotten his 

post-racing career lined up for him because I 
don't think he's going to be stuck without us  
ever after all this," Link said. bloodhorse.com

Orphaned foal and mare—from Page 2 
The use of nurse mares—which can be  
controversial when a mare is taken away from 

her own foal, not the case in this situation—is a 
practice meant to avoid hand-raising an orphan. 

Rachel Alexandra was fostered 

Hall of Famer racehorse Rachel Alexandra was 
raised by a nurse mare when her dam, Lotta 
Kim, rejected her.  

Later, when Rachel Alexandra became a 
broodmare, her 2013 Bernardini  filly, later 
named Rachel's Valentina, was transferred to a 
nurse mare while she recovered from a  
bacterial infection following exploratory  
abdominal surgery. Rachel's Valentina won the 
Spinaway Stakes (G1) at Saratoga Race 
Course in 2015. 

In this specific nurse-mare case in Florida, 
more than the two horses healed from the  
experience. So did the horses' owners and their 
families, Bessellieu and Perez both said.  

Bessellieu said it was difficult when  
Unbridled Faith's newborn filly perished after 

exhibiting dummy foal syndrome, in which an 
affected newborn exhibits abnormal behaviors 
and neurologic signs.  

She said this followed a red bag delivery, a 
term for premature separation of the placenta 
prior to or during a mare's foaling.  

So to see the connection between Unbridled 
Faith and the Bahamian Squall foal brought her 
joy.  

"This baby has really helped my family. My kids 
are 8 and 9. They were here. I let them miss 
school and kind of let them watch the process," 
Bessellieu said. "I wanted them to see and  
understand. I've never seen my kids cry so 
much in their life. I'm so happy they went 
through that and they're still going through that. 

"When the baby arrived that day, I just saw the 
mare and saw my kids just light up. I think this 
gives us a little more time for our hearts to heal.  

Again, she's not just a random nurse mare. I 
feel like they all have a place. We love them all, 
but she is kind of our family pet. 

"She is doing a job that she doesn't have to do 
that I kind of volunteered her for. Just this 
whole process gives my entire family time to 

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, CLICK 
THIS LINK FOR PAST ISSUES  

www.turftalk.co.za  

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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Equus horse-of-the-year Summer Pudding 
makes her return on Saturday against only 
five rivals in the R250,000 G2 Colorado King 
Stakes over 2000m at Turffontein. 
 
Rested since losing her undefeated record in 
the Cartier Paddock Stakes in January, Paul 
Peter nevertheless expects a big effort from the 
daughter of Silvano.   
 

“She’s not quite at her peak yet, but she’s doing 
well, and we expect her to make a winning  
return on Saturday,” was his comment.  
 
Summer Pudding is extremely kindly treated by 
the conditions of this weight-for-age plus  
penalties event, and despite facing colts, is 8kg 
and better well in with the entire field.  
If anywhere near best  she should resume  
winning ways. –tt      

Summer Pudding returns on Saturday 
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Drakenstein Stud’s four time G1 winning 
stallion Futura has made a superb start to 
his stud career, and the former Horse Of 
The Year enjoyed another notable result at 
Borrowdale Park on Sunday. 
 
Futura filly Dindingwe made it five wins from 
just six starts when she won Sunday’s  
Zimbabwe Guineas, while accounting for  
another promising filly, and stablemate, in the 
form of True Beauty. 
 
Under Rodgers Satombo, three-year-old  
Dindingwe stayed on gamely to register a neck 
win while claiming the 2021 Zimbabwe Guineas 
for trainer Kirk Swanson. 
 
Bred by the Ndoro Stud, Dindingwe has now 
four Zimbabwe feature race wins to her name. 
 
Horse Of The Year Futura, one of the very best 
sons of deceased top sire Dynasty, got off to a 
flying start with his first crop also including G2 
Durban Golden Horseshoe winner Nourbese, 
Listed Bauhinia Handicap winner Sweet Future, 

G2 filly Jasmine, as well as the likes of the 
aforementioned Dindingwe and promising sorts 
Pink Tourmaline and Warrior. 
 
The champion has 11 yearlings on offer at the 
2021 National Sale.  
 
These  include a colt (Lot 203) from the same 
female line as the likes of  
Glorious Song, Rahy and Singspiel, a colt (Lot 
360) out of G1 Woolavington 2000 runner up 
Arabian Pearl, and a half-brother (Lot 362) to 
Listed Ardmore Jamaica Handicap queen  
Princess Irene. 
 

capebreeders.co.za 

Futura dominates Zimbabwe Guineas 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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Ireland’s Rachael Blackmore has this week 
produced one of the most significant  
breakthroughs for female jockeys in the  
history of horseracing. The 31-year-old blew 
stereotypical ideas of what women are  
capable of out of the water by winning the 
top jockey title at the Cheltenham Festival. 

She rode six of the 28 winners at the four-day 
meeting, regarded as the Olympic Games of 
jump racing, in perhaps the toughest branch of 
the sport there is, leaving all the best riders in 
Britain and Ireland in her wake. 
 
Her mesmerising tally included five Grade 1s 
and a Grade 2. Highlight was winning the 
Champion Hurdle on the opening day aboard 
the mare Honeysuckle. Blackmore is the first 
female to ride the winner of jump racing’s  
premier hurdle race. 
 
She was just a length and a quarter away on 
the final day today (Friday) from winning the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup, the blue riband of  
steeplechasing, when her mount, A Plus Tard, 
ran second to stablemate Minella Indo. That 
was perhaps Blackmore’s only mistake of the 
week - choosing the wrong one. 

Minella Indo was ridden by Jack Kennedy, who 
finished second in the jockeys’ race with four 
winners.  
 
The 1-2 are trained by Ireland’s Henry De 
Bromhead, who shared the week’s honours 
with Blackmore as he was responsible not only 
for a Gold Cup 1-2 but also for the winners of 
the other two great races of the Festival, the 
Champion Hurdle on Tuesday via Honeysuckle 
and the Queen Mother Champion Chase on 
Wednesday with Put The Kettle On.  
De Bromhead is the first trainer ever to achieve 
that treble. 
 
De Bromhead saddled six winners himself 
through the week, but lost out on countback for 
the trainers’ title to Irish rival Willie Mullins. 
 
The traditional competition between Britain and 
Ireland for the Pertemps Prestbury Cup turned 
into a rout for the Irish - by 23 wins to five. 
 
The other notable star of the meeting was the 
dual Grand National winner Tiger Roll, who 
roared back to his best, winning Wednesday’s 
Glenfarclas Cross-Country Chase for the third 
time, meaning the 11-year-old has become only 
the third horse ever to win five races or more at 
the festival.  www.thoroughbredracing.com 

Amazing that Blackmore rode more winners 
than the entire British training contingent. –tt 

Now what was that about woman jockeys? 
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This great shot by renowned Racing Post photographer Edward Whitaker taken at 
Goodwood 2020 was recognised in the recent AIPS media awards. 

Full brother to Rafeef at stud in Chile   
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Ryan Moore has a cosmopolitan book of 
seven rides from three different continents 
lined up for the Dubai World Cup card at 
Meydan on March 27, when he will partner 
US-trained outsider Title Ready in the $12 
million feature – a race he has never won. 
 
The six-year-old goes to Dubai on the back of a 
career-best effort in the G3 Louisiana Stakes at 
Fair Grounds in New Orleans on January 16, 
after which trainer Dallas Stewart nominated 
the Meydan highlight. 
 
Title Ready is one of four American challengers 
alongside Godolphin’s favourite Mystic Guide 
plus charismatic pair Jesus’ Team – third in the 
Preakness, second in both the Breeders’ Cup 
Dirt Mile and Pegasus World Cup – and Sleepy 
Eyes Todd. 
  
A total of $26.5m is up for grabs on the Dubai 
World Cup card, where Moore will bid for a  
second win in the Sheema Classic on Hong 
Kong Vase winner Mogul (pictured) for his  
retainer Aidan O’Brien. 
 
Moore won the $5m contest in 2014 on star 
Japanese filly Gentildonna, and the jockey’s 
long-running links to Japan have brought two 
rides this year on Red Le Zele (Golden  
Shaheen) and Takeru Pegasus (UAE Derby). 
 

He also rides top US turf sprinter Extravagant 
Kid for trainer Brendan Walsh in the Al Quoz 
Sprint. Moore’s final two rides come from more 
familiar sources in the Sir Michael Stoute 
trained regal Reality (Dubai Turf) and Team 
Valor’s Spanish Mission (Dubai Gold Cup), who 
represents Andrew Balding. 

horseracingplanet.com 
Dubai World Cup betting (gggaming.net):  
5-2 Mystic Guide, 4-1 Military Law, Jesus’ 
Team,  Salute The Soldier, 8 Magny Cours,  
9  Sleepy Eyes Todd, Hypothetical, 14 Chuwa 
Wizard, Great Scot, 20 Title Ready,  
25 Gronkowski, 33 Gifts Of Gold,  
50 Thegreatcollection, Capezzano. 

Moore looking to Mogul at Dubai World Cup  

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Pic-Hong Kong Jockey Club. 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

WinStar Farm and CHC's Life is Good (Into 
Mischief) has officially been taken out of 
consideration for the GI Kentucky Derby, 
trainer Bob Baffert confirmed on Los  
Angeles radio Sunday morning. 
 
“He couldn't have worked more beautifully,” 
Baffert told Mike Willman on Thoroughbred LA 
radio.  
 
“It was a great, nice cruising work like he  
usually does. He's so light on his feet. He came 
back, the rider said he felt great…Then all of a 
sudden later in the morning, you could tell 
something was bothering him in the hind leg.  
 
He took a couple funny steps, so that's when 
we realized he had done something to his hind 
leg. He'll be fine, he'll be back. It wasn't  

anything serious, but it's enough that he'll need 
some time off.” 
 
Later Sunday, XBTV's Millie Ball quoted Baffert 
in a tweet, “He has a very small chip in his left 
hind ankle. Dr. [Larry] Bramlage will do the  
surgery on Friday in Kentucky at Rood &  
Riddle.” 
 
Life is Good is unbeaten in three starts, most 
recently romping by eight lengths in the Mar. 6 
GII San Felipe S. With Life Is Good out of the 
GI Runhappy Santa Anita Derby, Baffert said 
he's planning on running San Felipe S.  
runner-up Medina Spirit (Protonico) and  
possibly Defunded (Dialed In), a Mar. 6 maiden 
winner at Santa Anita in the Apr. 3 race. 
 

     www.thoroughbreddailynews.com 

Ruling favourite out of Kentucky Derby 

Pic-Zoe Metz. 


