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Kamala Harris was sworn in as the US vice-
president, Rachael Blackmore was riding  

winners at Cheltenham this week and Ashley 
Fortune saddled her 29th winner of the season 
at Turffontein on Thursday. 

Twelve days on from International Women’s 
Day, Fortune is again demonstrating her talent 
in her profession and she saddles the favourite 
Winter Smoke in Saturday’s Sycamore Sprint 
at Turffontein. 

March 8 was Women’s Day, which  
commemorates the cultural, political and  
socioeconomic achievements of women.  
Fortune has done her bit in the sporting world 
over the past 12 months and finished in ninth 
place on the 2019/2020 national trainers log. 

Fortune married charismatic former champion 
jockey Andrew Fortune in 2016 and — knowing 

racing as well as he does — he will be aware 
Winter Smoke has no easy task in Saturday’s 
R125,000 race. 

For starters, the daughter of What A Winter is 
the only three-year-old in the race and the filly 
has to concede 4kg to Sean Tarry’s four-year-
old Tropic Sun. 

However, Winter Smoke’s formline is  
impressive and it was no disgrace to be beaten 
into fourth place behind True To Life in  
February’s Tommy Hotspur Handicap. 

It was a shrewd move of leading owner Chris 
van Nierkerk to send Jet Master’s son Skitt 
Skizzle to Bosworth Farm Stud. (to Page 2)  

The song Sisters Are Doin’ It For Themselves springs to mind when reflecting on what the 
female sex has achieved in the first weeks of 2021, writes David Mollett. 

Winter Smoke needs good Fortune  

Handicapper porn 
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52kg on her back and could edge out another 
light weight, Seehaam. 

Dorrie Sham’s filly Shivers is overdue a fourth 
win and comes into the reckoning along with 
Ballet Shoes and Anton Marcus’s mount Jet 
Start. 

Tarry introduces a R2.3m Silvano juvenile in the 
first race. The champion trainer’s comment to 
Winning Form was: “On the sharp side but will 
be running on.” Courtesy of Business Day 

Winter Smoke needs good Fortune—from Page 1 
And the Klerksdorp-based stallion has  
produced a number of decent performers,  

notably six-time winner Tierra Del Fuego. The 
five-year-old runs in Saturday’s second race. 

Skitt Skizzle’s daughter Tropic Sun is a two-
time winner from eight starts  
and she has bumped two talented sorts in MK’s 
Pride and Sweet Future in her past two outings. 

Jockey Calvin Habib, who rides Winter Smoke, 
partnered Tropic Sun in her most recent race 
when finishing nearly four lengths behind Sweet 
Future. He will have a fair idea which horse will 
win. 

Stephen Moffatt has done a sterling job with 
Rio’s Winter with his Oratorio filly having 
earned six times her purchase price posting 
four wins from 17 starts. The four-year-old may 
have to settle for a minor placing as she is 
4.5kg worse off with Tropic Sun compared to 
their clash at the Vaal in December. 

Both Double ‘O’ Eight and Risk Taker have 
place prospects, but this looks a favourites  

exacta with Winter Smoke taken to hold off the 
challenge of Tropic Sun. 

Sean Tarry sends a team of 18 runners to the 
city track and the stable’s best chance of  
success lies with Putontheredlight in the final 
leg of the jackpot. 

The son of Pomodoro escaped with only a 
three-point penalty for his recent Vaal win and 
— drawn in pole position — can prove too 
smart for the bottom-weight Nordic Rebel. 

Category Four — now a seven-time winner — 
is enjoying an outstanding season for Grant 
Maroun and is another promising ride for Calvin 
Habib. However, the gelding’s merit-rating has 
risen to 95 and the handicapper may now have 
his measure. 

In contrast to the Sycamore Sprint, the  
supporting feature Jacaranda Handicap, sets 
punters a real poser with the majority of the 11 

runners in with a chance. 

Sparkling Water, fourth in the recent grade 1 
Fillies Classic, makes plenty of appeal with just 

         Molly’s Turffontein selections   

1st Race: No Selection 
2nd Race: (5) Bingwa (2) Kelpie (4) Marygold 
(3) Captain And Master 
3rd Race: (6) Hollywoodbound (11) Route Sixty 
Six (2) Freed From Desire (14) Voltron 

4th Race: (2) Eyes On Tiger (3) Grappler  
(1) Royal Wulff (9) Country Mile 
5th Race: (11) Irish Willow (1) Grimaldi  
(2) Manterio (3) Track Commander 
6th Race: (9) Sparkling Water (7) Seehaam  
(5) Shivers (1) Jet Start 
7th Race: (2) Winter Smoke (8) Tropic Sun  
(3) Rio’s Winter (4) Double ‘O’ Eight 
8th Race: (4) Putontheredlight (8) Nordic Rebel 
(5) Category Four (3) Approach Control 
9th Race: (7) Mohican (4) Silver Master  
(1) Last Of The Legend (5) Cleveland 

                                             

 

                   
 
                                                      

                  Jacaranda Handicap     
16-10 Seehaam 
9-2  Sparkling Water 
6-1  Jet Start, Magical Flight 
10-1  and upwards Bar 
                  Sycamore Sprint      
5-2  Winter Smoke 
7-2  Tropic Sun 
7-1  Mill Queen 
8-1  Double ‘O Eight, Rio’s Winter 
  Spring Break 
16-1  and upwards Bar  
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Wednesday’s thought provoking article by 
Stewart Ramsay regarding the marketing of 
racing seems to have got people talking, 
and we received the following letter from 
prominent owner John Warner.   
 
Dear Editor 
Stewart Ramsey is absolutely correct in 
highlighting the need to identify the most 
effective media to promote racing to the 
whole population of South Africa. However, 
that is only half the story. I would like to add 
the thoughts of an international relatively 
new resident. 
 
I have previously pointed to the remarkable 
difference in public perceptions of racing 
between South Africa and the rest of the 
world.  
 
If you ask random members of the general 
public to name notable race horses and 
jockeys you will get long lists in Australia, 
France, Germany, UK, Ireland but may find it 
difficult to get many responses in SA.  
 
Going to “the races” means  
horse-racing in UK and major race meetings 
are featured in virtually all the national 
newspapers, radio and television news 
items. The whole world knows about the 
Cheltenham and Goodwood festivals,  
Epsom Derby, Royal Ascot and the Grand 
National.  
 
How many outside SA know about the Met 
and Durban July? I have asked friends in UK 
who are interested in racing and they have 
never heard of these outstanding race 
events. When the audit finally reduces the 
current ridiculous and non-evidence based 
quarantine restrictions, benefits will only 
accrue if there is massive increase in  
international promotion. 

Star race-horses and jockeys become  
household names on a par with football, 
rugby and cricket players in the Northern  
hemisphere and Australia. Why, oh why 
does SA not make heroes out of its racing 
stars?  
 
There have been missed opportunities such 
as to feature S’manga (Bling) Khumalo when 
he became the first black jockey to win the 
Durban July and the annual jockey  
championship. Legal Eagle, Do it Again, 
Rainbow Bridge, and many more should 
have been featured on the “front pages”.  
 
The quality of SA racing is second to none 
in the world but other than the privileged 
few owners, trainers and breeders not many 
are aware of this. It is sad that there is  
negativity in the country and South Africans 
are the worst promoters of their own  
country. There needs to be a change in mind
-set amongst racing devotees and as stated 
by Stewart an outward rather than inward 
publicising campaign is urgently required to 
reverse the worrying downward trend.  
RegardsJohn 
John O Warner OBE MD FRCP FRCPCH 
FMedSci FERS 
Emeritus Professor of Paediatrics, National 
Heart and Lung Institute, Imperial College, 
London 
Hon. Professor University of Cape Town 
(Continues Page 6) 

Mindset change needed says John Warner  
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Mr Warner was part-owner of the great Carry 
On Alice (above) along with his wife Jill, Chris 
van Niekerk, and Klawervlei Stud. 
 
The now nine-year-old Captain Al mare won 
five G1 sprints for Sean Tarry in a stellar  
career and is now at Arrowfield Stud in New 
South Wales, with her first yearling—a colt by 
Snitzel—due to go to auction next month.  

“He looks magnificent, and as Mick Goss  
jokingly said, should break the sound barrier!!” 
commented an understandably energized John. 
 
The Warner's currently  have shares in several 
other horses with various trainers including  
recent oh-so-impressive G2 Diadem winner  
Rio Querari. –tt 
 

Mindset change needed-from Page 4 
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The GGGaming Klawervlei Farm Sale  
Graduate race over 1250m takes place at 
Durbanville on Sunday.  
 
As the name strongly suggests, the race is  
restricted to graduates of last year’s Klawervlei 
farm sale.  
 
A year ago (run at Kenilworth) the race saw the 
first appearance of undefeated budding  
superstar Kommetdieding (Elusive Fort), who 
romped in at  16-1. 
 
This year the field only has one previous winner 
in it—Brett Crawford’s Masked Vigilante 
(Vercingetorix).  
 
He finished strongly on debut a fortnight ago 
down the Kenilworth straight, but now faces the 
turn at the country course, and has pulled the 
widest gate of the fourteen acceptors, which 
complicates his task markedly.   
 
The form choice is probably the filly Global 
Goddess. She was beaten two lengths by  
subsequent easy feature winner Gimme Dat in 
her penultimate, and pipped by the proverbial 
shortest of short heads last time. Candice  

Bass-Robinson’s daughter of Global View 
seems certain to be there from a decent draw. 
 
Candice’s other entry Karen Blixen (Coup de 
Grace) has finished relatively close behind  
Global Goddess in both starts, and she must 
have a decent money chance.       
 
Justin Snaith’s Zambaq (Rafeef) was well  
beaten on debut by useful stable mate  
Europeana, but Richard Fourie rides  ahead of 
the two debutantes Shesh Besh and Silver  
Slipper. 
 
PE raider  Zackpack Assassin (Coup de Grace) 
has been runner up in her last two at home, but 
was well beaten in both and almost certainly 
faces stronger here. 
 
Mike Stewart’s Persistance (Querari) was a  
decent third to Masked Vigilante on debut, but 
is drawn right next to  that one on the outside.  
 
There are seven first timers in all, so the  
prospect of an upset result here is real.  
 
Not an easy race to round off the first jackpot 
on sunny  Durbanville Sunday. –tt      

Another Kommet at farm sale race Sunday?   
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The formerly Mike de Kock trained  
Mustaaqeem (AUS) now stands in Chile 
and is the first stallion by Redoute’s 
Choice in South America. 

Out of horse of the year and multiple  
champion mare, National Colour (SAF), he 
won the then G1 SA Nursery in 2017, and 
is a full brother to highly promising 
Ridgemont Highlands stallion Rafeef. –tt 

Full brother to Rafeef at stud in Chile   

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Beginning Friday, Apr. 2 and in keeping with 
the State of California's guidelines for large 
sporting event venues, Santa Anita Park will 
open to a limited number of fans. The  
opening is one day prior to the running of 
the GI Runhappy Santa Anita Derby. 
 
All tickets, which include an assigned seat, 
must be pre-purchased. For the time being, 
there will be no walk-up admissions, but that 
could be changed should COVID-19 numbers 
improve in Los Angeles County. To receive  
notifications on ticket sales as soon as they  
become available, fans are encouraged to sign 
up for Santa Anita's Newsletter. 
 
“We are extremely excited to welcome back our 
racing fans to Santa Anita, just in time for the 

Santa Anita Derby,” said Nate Newby, Santa 
Anita Vice President and General Manager.   
 
“It hasn't been the same without the people who 
are so important to this sport. While the current 
restrictions are going to limit the size of the 
crowds, we are working hard to provide a  
memorable experience for our guests and to 
thank them for their support.” 
 
Tickets will include a seat, program, and  
parking.  All fans must follow stringent  
guidelines and protocols, including mandatory 
wearing of cloth face coverings and maintaining 
social distancing at all times. Box seats, tables 
and individual seats will be spaced out and sold 
to maximize social distancing.. 
         thoroughbreddailynews.com 

Santa Anita welcomes back racing fans 


