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Now a certain amount of conflict is built into this 
relationship. Owners and trainers want to win 
20 races and still be rated 70, while the ratings 
men are tasked with giving every horse in a 
handicap field a fair chance. 

Recently the owners of the great Tiger Roll  
announced that he would not be going for an 
unprecedented third consecutive Grand  
National due to his handicap mark being  
unreasonable. 

This recent excerpt from quality British  
newspaper The Guardian (theguardian.com) 
gives the reasoning of owner Michael O’Neill.  

“When Tiger Roll won his second Grand  
National in April 2019 he ran off a rating of 
159,” O’Leary said. “He won by just two-and-a-
half lengths at the age of nine … He was  
beaten by 17 lengths in last year’s Cheltenham 

Cross Country … his form suggests he is  
clearly not as good as he was when he won the 
National in 2019. 

“Despite this pretty obvious decline, the  
handicapper has given him a mark of 166,  
seven pounds higher than in 2019. We believe 
this is patently unfair, unjustified and does not 
reflect the horse’s age or his form. The  
handicapper has decided to rate [Tiger Roll] on 
his reputation rather than his form, but we have 
a duty of care to Tiger, and so will not ask him 
to carry an unfair weight burden. 

“We therefore regret to announce that Tiger 
Roll will be removed from the Grand National 
entries at Tuesday’s forfeit stage. We hope he 
will run next as planned in the Cross Country 
race at Cheltenham. After that, we will consider 
his future wellbeing, which may involve  
retirement.” (to Page 2) 

I read a lot of worldwide racing press both as part of this  job, as well as for personal  
interest. And one thing that is a universal theme is complaints about the handicappers,  

often with exactly the same narratives that we see locally.  

Everybody hates the handicappers 
Handicapper porn 
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credible marks given the wildly differing courses 
and conditions, as well as having to deal with 
‘steeplechase margins’, not as a figure of 
speech but as a daily reality.   

Then this came up in the South China Morning 
Post, talking about their Classic Series for  
four-year-olds. 

There needs to be an overhaul of how horses 
are handicapped in the Classic Series. When 
Packing Waltham is better positioned for long-
term success by finishing sixth in the Classic 
Cup, rather than fifth, there is a fundamental 
problem. 

The core issue is that lesser horses are being 
smashed in the ratings, while the better ones 
get away virtually scot-free. 

As long as one of the highest-rated gallopers 
finishes in the top five (which they should in a 
restricted set weights race), the rest get  
punished by having their ratings artificially  
inflated. (continues Page 4) 

Everybody hates the handicappers—from Pg 1 

Tiger Roll (pictured) certainly didn’t look  
overrated or over the hill during yesterday’s 
stunning Cheltenham tour-de-force, and the 
much-maligned handicapper Martin Greenwood 
must have been laughing into his pint of  
Theakston’s bitter last night. 

In Racing Post Greenwood had been  
unapologetic when Tiger Roll was scratched. 

Asked about the O'Learys' claim that Tiger Roll 
was weighted unfairly, Greenwood said: 
"They've stuck to that particular hymn sheet for 
approximately two years now and I've stuck to 
my particular hymn sheet – they're entitled to 
their opinion and, as I said at the weights 
launch, I'm entitled to just carry on as normal. 

"Potential history could have been made but 
that's racing, these things happen and will  
always continue to happen." 

Incidentally in my seven years as an official 
NHA handicapper I often used to wonder how 
the jumps guys manage to come up with  
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Our only qualified female jockey, PE based  
Justine King turned 29 yesterday. Currently  
taking a sabbatical from the game, it’s hoped 
she will be back in the saddle soon, and her  
fortunes will take a turn for the better. 

Don’t give up girl! -tt  

Everybody hates the handicappers—from Pg 2 
The adjustments after Sunday’s race are a 
classic example (pun intended). The winner, 
Healthy Happy, went up seven points to 101. 
The runner-up, Russian Emperor, went up 10 to 
97. The third placegetter, Shadow Hero, shot 
up eight to 100. 

The Classic Mile winner Excellent Proposal 
came fourth, but remains on 101, while  
Tourbillon Diamond, in fifth, went up one to 98. 

That’s a lot of ratings points handed out for a 
race that was run at a muddling tempo, there 
were a lot of hard-luck stories and just three 
lengths separated the first nine across the line. 

Because the handicappers can only whack the 
first five horses, it means Packing Waltham, 
who was terrific in finishing just a length and a 
quarter behind Healthy Happy, retains his rating 
of 85. 

Verbatim 

Until Vee Moodley took over, our  
handicappers were also restricted to adjusting 
the first five past the post, but they have carte 
blanche now.     

The sentiments above may have been written 

in Hong Kong, but apart from horse names 
pretty much verbatim express what has come 
out  after just about any of our respective  
Guineas or other weight-for-age G1 races in 
recent years. 

Understanding 

Part of the problem is that a lot of people  
involved don’t take the time to fully understand 
the system and how it works.   

If you are unexposed and enter a level weights 
G1 race against opposition rated way superior, 
you are going to cop a pretty hefty penalty if 
you run a place . You can hardly complain  
afterwards that when you entered you weren’t 
aware that that was the case. 

I may be biased, but I do feel for Lennon  
Maharaj and Mathew Lips. They are   
unfairly maligned, often from a position of  
ignorance.  

At the end of the day they are just doing their  

job, and are virtually the only people involved in 
the handicapping debate who do not have a 
vested interest or personal agenda to fulfil. –tt      

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Happy birthday Justine 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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MJ Byleveld has become fond of posting his 
grisly x-rays on social media, and the latest 
one on the right apparently shows the good 
news that his ankle  bones are starting to 
knit together.  
 
His Facebook post reads: 
 
6 months after the OP. Little extra metal now. 
Dr says the bone is finally growing slowly so 
just have to be patient. 6 weeks till next check 

up.  Best nurse ever Bianca Mincione . 

Some thought Covid is shit..mmm   
 
Little too much information there fella.  
 
But on a serious note it’s good to know that 
hopefully there is finally light at the end of the 
tunnel for the sadly injury afflicted jockey, who 
has been out since before the start of the Cape 
season, and still faces at least a few more 
months on the sidelines. Sterkte. –tt    

Byleveld is bouncing back……hopefully 
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In 2006 we received a generous bequest 
from the Estate Late Bertha van Vliet which 
enabled us to purchase a livery yard on  
Firlands Equestrian Estate. This property is 
where we established our Recovery &  
Rehabilitation Centre (R&R) – a safe haven 
and a chance at a better life for the working 
cart horses. 
 
Over the years the R&R has been home to 
many, and over 100 horses have found forever 
homes through our Adoption Programme.  
Bertha van Vliet’s legacy lives on at the R&R. 
In recognition of her kindness, the first foal born 
at the R&R (below) was named Lady Bertha.  

 
At the beginning of March, sadly, Lady Bertha 
(right), after serving many years as a cart 
horse, succumbed to biliary. 

Diana remembers the day she was born well: 
“Lady Bertha's mother, Meisie, did not want to 
load to go to the R&R, but eventually they  
managed to load her. Her owner, also named 
Meisie, was visiting her at the R&R when she 
started foaling down.  
 
“It was a busy Friday afternoon and volunteers 
were in the process of painting paddock poles. 
This was very shortly after Meisie's (the human) 
husband Manie died tragically when a car hit 
his cart on a bridge and she was very  
emotional. 
  
Everyone is deeply saddened by the loss of 
Lady Bertha and we want to ask you to support 
our "SPONSOR A STABLE" programme in her 
memory. 
(from the Cart Horse Protection Association 
newsletter—carthorse.org.za) 

The legacy of Lady Bertha 

https://carthorse.org.za/sponsor-a-stable-campaign/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Seeking his first BMW Hong Kong Derby 
(2000m) triumph, Karis Teetan believes  
impeccably-bred Russian Emperor (trialling 
above on left) is capable of delivering  
breakthrough success at Sha Tin on Sunday  
 
By Irish super sire Galileo out of champion  
Australian mare Atlantic Jewel, Russian  
Emperor charged to the line when second over 
1800m in the Hong Kong Classic Cup behind 
Healthy Happy on 21 February, fuelling  
Teetan’s belief the Ascot G3 winner is ready to 
fire. 
 
“I’m looking forward to the Derby this season, I 
would say this could be my best Derby ride 
since I got to Hong Kong,” the Mauritian said of 
Douglas Whyte’s charge.  
 
“I’m excited and looking forward to it. Of course, 
it’s going to be interesting for Douglas, too. For 

a new trainer to have a horse like that in the 
Derby is pretty interesting. 
 
“Hopefully, we do well and his trial was good 
last week and so we’re looking forward to it.” 
 
Teetan’s best Hong Kong Derby finish so far is 
eighth – a position attained by Thunder Fantasy 
(2015) and also Amazing Beats (2020). 
 
Winner of the G3 Hampton Court Stakes 
(1993m) at Ascot on 17 June, 2020, Russian 
Emperor improved significantly in the Hong 
Kong Classic Cup to emerge as one of the 
leading Derby contenders. 
 
The gelding clocked a race-best 22.31s for the 
final 400m, sweeping from 10th to fail by a 
neck.                www.punters.com.au 
(Russian Emperor pulled a favourable Gate 5 at 
Wednesday’s draw) 

Great Whyte hope draws well in Derby 
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Tiger Roll's owners have raised the  
possibility of a trip to Aintree after all - but 
for the Betway Bowl. 
 
The dual Randox Grand National winner  
produced another stunning display at the  
Cheltenham Festival on Wednesday when 
landing his third Glenfarclas Chase, his fifth win 
at the meeting overall. 
 
In previous years Tiger Roll had gone on to win 
the National, but owners Gigginstown House 
Stud decided to remove Tiger Roll from the  
Aintree feature following the allocation of his 
weight, which they deemed to be "unfair". 
 
However, in beating last year's Glenfarclas  
winner Easysland by 18 lengths, Tiger Roll 
proved at the age of 11 he is as good as ever 
and could now get the chance to prove himself 
in a Grade One chase for the first time in his 
career. 
 
Tiger Roll is currently in the care of Denise  
Foster while Gordon Elliott serves a  
suspension. 
 
Eddie O'Leary, racing manager for  
Gigginstown, told Nick Luck's Daily Podcast: 
"He seemed to jump off with a big smile on his 
face and as the race went on, he seemed to get 
better and better. 
 
"Without getting too mad about him, I don't think 
there's been too many like him. Before this race 

came along, he kind of chucked racing. It was 
an amazing training performance by Gordon to 
get him back, and an amazing training  
performance by all at Cullentra to get him there 
yesterday in that kind of shape. 
 
"Because he is what he is there are no races 
for him, and because of the famous handicap 
mark he has, there are no opportunities to get it 
down. He doesn't really run on (conventional) 
tracks. 
 
"We've absolutely no regrets about taking him 
out of the National as his rating is just too high. 
We're probably going to have to run him at a 
park track, we're even considering the Betway 
Bowl at Aintree. 
 
"The way the horse won yesterday, retirement 
is off the table - he's loving life and while he is 
we'll listen to him. 
 
"He'll probably go for the Bowl and  
unfortunately he'll prove he's not that  
(166 rated), unless he is and then he'll prove us 
all completely wrong. 
 
"The Tiger we saw yesterday, you'd have to 
give him 10 out of 10, which is a testament to 
all at Cullentra."    www.rte.ie 
 

  
  
  
  

Tiger Roll heading for Aintree after all? 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 
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