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Phillip Vermeulen started training in his own 

right in December 2019. Since then he has  
only taken six individual horses to the  
racecourse, totalling a mere 31 appearances  
between them.  

But on Saturday he scored his opening stakes 
win when Savannah Storm confidently made all 
in the listed feature at Turffontein, despite  
being the small matter of 13kg out at the 
weights. And to be honest it was never in 
doubt. 

The four-year-old Sudden Storm gelding  
understandably came into the race only rated 
76. After three unplaced efforts he won a  
maiden, followed by a length and a quarter 
MR80 handicap victory. The signs were there 
though, as there he easily handled the classy 
three-year-old Puerto Manzano. 

But Saturday was another level altogether, and 

with his fully deserved new mark of 106, he will 
be an interesting addition to some of the bigger 
middle-distance features coming up.  

And incidentally, anyone who has been a  
follower is laughing all the way to the bank, as 
his three victories have returned odds of 18/1, 
20/1 and 16/1 respectively!  

Mr Vermeulen spoke this morning about the 
journey.   

“I owned my first horse when I was 26, and  
had horses with Roy Unsworth and then Roy 
Howe. Paulo’s Place was one I owned in  
partnership who won quite a few.    

“But I always intended to owner-train and did 
my apprenticeship with Brett Warren and 
Jurgen van Heerden.(to Page 2)  

The literal meaning of the name Phillip is ‘fond of horses’. And that certainly applies to the 
trainer of Saturday’s shock (to most people) Drum Star Handicap winner. 

Vermeulen brewing perfect Storm  
Camera shy Phillip Vermeulen  bonds with the then unraced Savannah Storm in 2019 
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(My True North (right) hanging out with  
big brother Savannah Storm)  

“His three-year-old brother My True North will 
be making his debut in the next month, and I 
also have a sister and another brother still to 
come from the farm.” 

That would be Juan van Heerden’s Riverworld 
Stud, but sadly he is in the process of selling 
up.   

And in conclusion 

“I’m still a junior in this, but I’ve been very 
blessed and very fortunate. I can only thank 
God and my staff for the way things are going.”  

And doing things outside the box is certainly 
working for Phillip Vermeulen. –tt 

Vermeulen brewing perfect Storm—from Pg 1 
“When I started out I only had four horse, and 
it’s  ten now, but six are unraced babies. 

“I also run the industrial division on the mining 
side of a light fitting manufacturing company . I 
start at stables very early, and my wife 
Jeannique, who is also my assistant, takes  
control when I am not there. This is our thing 
and we are fully invested. We make a very 
good team.” 

And his manner of training is different to the 
norm.  

“Our horses go on outrides, so my racehorses 
don’t go to track every day. They get out every 
day and don’t stay in their boxes. I ordered a 
book from overseas called ‘Backyard Trainer’ 
which gave me some ideas, but obviously it’s a 
lot more complicated than that as every horse 
is different.” 

And going into Saturday Phillip was feeling  
bullish.  

“I was confident I would win. I have my own 
monitoring system at home and know what my 

horses can do. I’m not hard - if I had to share 
Savannah Storm’s preparation people would 
think I’m crazy.  

“But he had what he needed and left the  
performance on the racetrack. He’s probably 
the most sensitive horse I’ve ever trained.  My 
wife and I identify horses very well, and we 
have a good karma with our excellent team.” 

Future plans 

“As you phoned I was busy making a list of the 
races he could possibly run in.  I’ll look for a 
feature that I think we can win. I know he’s  
really good, but I don’t know how good he is.  

“He might run in the Horse Chestnut over 
1600m. He’ll do well over 1600-2000m, but he’s 
also a very fast horse But I’m not ruling Durban 
out, although he doesn’t travel well, but he’s 
improving in that sense as he matures.” 

And Phillip has plenty more ammunition - he 

has three more full siblings to Savannah Storm 
lined up! Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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 Senor Santa Sprint (Grade 2) 
  
VARS VICKY has had his merit rating raised 
from 106 to 112 following his success in the 
Grade 2 Senor Santa Sprint over the  
Turffontein 1160m straight course on Saturday 
13 March.  The Handicappers were of the view 
that 4th placed EDEN ROC made for the most 
suitable line horse, which leaves him  
unchanged on a mark of 119. 
  
In rating the race this way, VARS 
VICKY actually achieved a mark of 116.   
However, the specific conditions of the Senor 
Santa Sprint allowed only for a maximum six-
pound increase for the winner and for placed 
horses, obliging VARS VICKY to be capped at 
112.  Likewise, runner-up BOHICA had his  
rating increased from 112 to 118 even though 
he achieved an actual rating of 122. 
  
There were no other ratings increases, but 
three horses were given drops.   
 
SINGFORAFA was trimmed from 119 to 
118, MARDI GRAS is down from 111 to 107, 
and MOUNT PLEASANT drops from 120 to 
114. 

  
Drum Star Handicap (Listed) 

  
SAVANNAH STORM has seen his rating  
increased from 76 to 106 after he handed a 
steep rise in grade with a start-to-finish win in 
the Listed Drum Star Handicap over 1800m at 
Turffontein on Saturday.   
 
This sharp increase is predominantly due to the 
fact that SAVANNAH STORM was no fewer 
than 26 pounds or 13 kgs under sufferance at 
the weights. 
 
It was 3rd placed YOUCANTHURRYLOVE who 
was used as the line horse here, leaving him 
unchanged on a mark of 112, while 
2nd placed CORNISH POMODORO goes up 
from 102 to 104. 
  
There were no other ratings increases, however 
six horses were given drops. 
 
PACK LEADER drops from 110 to 109, DIVINE 
ODYSSEY goes from 112 to 110, BARAHIN is 
down to 119 from 123, GREEN HAZE drops 
from 110 to 108, HERO’S HONOUR drops from 
104 to 102, and lastly SEVEN PATRIOTS was 
trimmed from 103 to 102. 

Derby Trial (Handicap) (Listed) 
  
PAMUSHANA’S PRIDE has had his rating 
raised from 88 to 91 following his success in the 
Listed Derby Trial (handicap) for three-year-
olds over 2000m at Turffontein  on Saturday.  It 
was 4th placed INVINCIBLE WARRIOR who 
was deemed to make for the correct line horse 
here, leaving him unchanged on a mark of 84. 
  
Runner-up BAYMAX had his rating increased 
from 80 to 81, while third placed  
USHUAIA received a similar raise and goes 
from 77 to 78. 
  
There were no other ratings increases, but no 
fewer than six horses received drops.  THE 
KOP is down from 81 to 80, BOLD  
RESOLVE drops from 79 to 77, HAVE A GO 
JO is down to 87 from 88, MIDNIGHT  
CALLER is down from 75 to 73, PASSING 
STORM drops from 76 to 73, and lastly SUPER 
HANDSOME was cut from 80 to 78. 
   
Ormond Ferraris Oaks Trial (Handicap) 
(Listed) 
  
ARYAAM has had her rating raised from 76 to 
80 after she recorded a first career victory in the 
Listed Ormond Ferraris Oaks Trial (handicap) 
for three-year-old fillies over 2000m at  
Turffontein on Saturday,  
 
3rd placed KEEPINGTHEPEACE was deemed 
to make for the best line horse and has had her 
rating restored to the 79 which she ran off,  
having been dropped to 78 following the  
publication of weights for this race. 
  
The only other increase was for 
2nd placed IDEAL JET, who goes from 88 to 
91, while three fillies were given drops.   
SIREN OF GREECE is down from 72 to 
68, PHOENIX is down from 82 to 80, 
and QUEEN BOMI drops from 77 to 74. 
  

Vars Vicky 112 after Senor Santa win 
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Drakenstein’s former Equus Champion Sire 
Trippi, turns 24 today. He covered a select 
book of mares this past season, including 

Horse of the Year, Oh Susanna, who is  
loving life as a broodmare...to see Trippi  
relaxing  in his paddock follow this link.  

Champ sire Trippi turns 24 today 

https://twitter.com/i/status/1371711739662905346
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Darley has confirmed the addition of four 
Champions to its Australian roster for 2021, 
with triple Australian Group 1 winner  
Bivouac to be joined by Godolphin's  
Northern Hemisphere stars Pinatubo (Ire), 
Earthlight (Ire) and Ghaiyyath (Ire). 
 
In a significant show of faith in the Australian 
market and just 12 months after Microphone, 
Blue Point (Ire) and Too Darn Hot (GB) debuted 
on its Australian rosters, Darley has looked to 
capitalise on the extraordinary success  
Godolphin has had on the world stage in recent 
years, to build a generational offering which is 
set to shape the next decade of the breeding 
industry in this country. 
 
"The Australian market is going very well and at 
the same time having access to these horses is 
quite extraordinary. Retiring seven champions 
to stud in two years, I doubt it has ever been 

done before. The four we retire this year, 
Ghaiyyath (above), Bivouac, Earthlight and 
Pinatubo, they are the proper, proper articles," 
Darley Australia's Head of Sales, Andy Makiv, 
told TDN AusNZ. 
 
"What is exciting about this, is that these are 
horses that raced in the blue and that we bred 
or are by our stallions. To have sons of Dubawi, 
sons of Shamardal and sons of Exceed And 
Excel who are all champions to stand on the 
roster, it’s really exciting for the whole team." 
 
Darley has built a reputation for standing elite 
stallions fostered through Godolphin's breeding 
and racing operations in Australia and Bivouac, 
a winner of the G1 Golden Rose S., the G1 
Newmarket H. and the G1 Darley Sprint  
Classic, always shaped as an ideal horse to 
join his own sire, Exceed And Excel, at stud. 
(continues Page 8) 

Darley’s champion quartet to Oz roster 
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But the multiple Group 1 successes of  
Godolphin-owned horses in England, Ireland 
and France such as Pinatubo (below) and 
Ghaiyyath, who were both trained by Charlie 
Appleby, and Earthlight, who was trained by 
André Fabre, has enabled the Darley Australian 
roster to be supercharged with international 
talent. 

"These are the horses that go on to make the 
best stallions. The breed shapers are often 
great horses themselves, so we think we've  
selected the right horses and we are lucky 
enough to have access to these horses which 
are Champions in their own right," Makiv said. 
 
"We think we get the shuttle horses pretty right. 
Street Cry, Shamardal, Teofilo, Dubawi and 
Medaglia D'Oro over the journey and in recent 
times, Frosted and Street Boss, they were all 

multiple Group 1 winners and we are bringing 
down more. 
 
"We are really confident they are the right  
horses. We are really excited about having 
them here and we think it's an incredible  
opportunity for the Australian breeder." 
 

Two of the stallions, Bivouac and Pinatubo, will 
stand at Darley's New South Wales base at 
Kelvinside, while Earthlight (above) and 
Ghaiyyath will be based at Northwood Park in 
Victoria.  
 
Service fees for the quartet will be announced 
in the near future.                   
               www.tdnausnz.com.au 

Darley champion quartet -from Page 6 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

The Races (all SA time) 
15:30 - The Ballymore Novices' Hurdle Race (Grade 1) (2m5f) 
15:55 - The Brown Advisory Novices’ Steeple Chase (Grade 1) (3m) 
16:50 - The Coral Cup Hurdle (Grade 3) (2m5f) 
17:30 - Betway Queen Mother Champion Steeple Chase (Grade 1) (2m) 
18:10 - The Glenfarclas Cross Country Steeple Chase (3m 6f) 
18:50 - The Boodles Juvenile Handicap Hurdle Race (Grade 3) (2m) 
19.30 - The Weatherbys Champion Bumper (A Standard Open NH Flat Race) (Grade 1) (2m)  
 
Ballymore Novices’ Hurdle 
There is no getting away from Henry De Bromhead's Bob Olinger, whose win in the Grade 1 Law-
lor's of Naas Hurdle marked him out as a potential star in January. That race was given a nice 
boost when Blue Lord finished third behind Appreciate It and Ballyadam next time out. He's a  
lovely horse and has always been held in the highest regard ever since he was a pointer. The 
strong-travelling son of Sholokhov would arguably be just as at home in the Supreme on the  
opening day of the Festival, but for all his pace, he looks to stay well on top of that.  
Selection: Bob Olinger 
Trifecta: Bob Olinger, Bravemansgame, Gaillard Des Mesnil 
 
Brown Advisory Novices' Chase (formerly the RSA Chase) 
Monkfish was a gutsy winner of what seems to have been a class renewal of the Albert Bartlett 
and has developed into a top class staying chaser in the colours of Rich Ricci for trainer Willie Mul-
lins.  
 
He's been foot perfect over fences so far and his win in the Flogas was absolutely breath-taking.  
A serious chaser who will take all the beating here. 
 
Selection: Monkfish 
Trifecta: Monkfish, Eklat De Rire, Sporting John (continues Page 13) 

Cheltenham Wednesday preview  
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Coral Cup 
As you would perhaps expect in a race with so many runners, it’s often the Coral Cup where we 
see a big dividend for the winner.    
Selection: Botox Has 
Trifecta: Botox Has, Koshari, Craigneiche 
 
Queen Mother Champion Chase 
It could be a big day for Willie Mullins. Chacun Pour Soi missed last year's Festival but will turn up 
as a warm favourite for the day two feature. He’s been imperious in two outings this term, and as 
long as he handles his first run at the track, he’ll be hard to beat. 
  
It could be First Flow who provides the biggest challenge from these shores. This rapidly improving 
nine-year-old secured the Clarence House in imperious fashion at Ascot and, as long as the 
ground isn’t too quick he could outrun his price. 
Selection: Chacun Pour Soi 
Trifecta: Chacun Pour Soi, Put The Kettle On, First Flow 
 
Glenfarclas Cross Country Steeple Chase 
Many of those near the top of the market for the cross country have a disappointing last run to put 
behind them, not least dual Grand National winner Tiger Roll who went out like a light at Navan. 
Easysland let favourite backers down when only fourth over course and distance in November, but 
he did give winner Kingswell Theatre 19lbs that day and he’s sure to be seen to better effect off 
level. 
 
David Cottin’s charge was so impressive in taking this race last term and is rated at least a stone 
higher than all his rivals except the fading light that is Tiger Roll. He’ll take all the stopping here. 
Selection: Easysland 
Trifecta: Easysland, Some Neck, Le Breuil 
 
Grand Annual Chase 
While you need to find something well treated in the Grand Annual the trends do point towards the 
classier types, with each winner in the past two decades having previously contested a Grade 1 or 
Grade 2. 
 
Arkle winner Duc Des Genievres fits that mould and has continued to show his best form at the 
Gloucestershire venue since joining Paul Nicholls from Willie Mullins, almost claiming the scalp of 
Put The Kettle On at the start of the season, giving her 4lbs. He’s top-weight here, so will do well to 
win off of 158, but he’s clearly still got ability and Lorcan Williams’ 3lb claim will help no end. 
 
Nick Williams’ Moonlighter might prove to be another longshot worth chancing. The eight-year-old 
has improved dramatically this season with a neck second in the Haldon Gold Cup and a tough win 
at Sandown book-ending his season so far. The better ground may yet improve him further. 
Selection: Duc Des Genievres 
Trifecta: Duc Des Genievres, Embittered, Moonlighter  
 
Champion Bumper 
For the second year in a row, the Mastersons and Mullins look likely to have the favourite for the 
Champion Bumper. Kilcruit established himself as the one they all have to beat when he sauntered 
past a field of decent rivals to win a Grade 2 at Leopardstown. He looks like a superstar in the 
making and one to keep an eye on in the future. 
 
Once again, Cheveley Park will be looking to spoil the party and land a third straight victory in this 
race. Sir Gerhard looks the type who will improve for better ground and again has been imperious 
on his two starts this season. 
Selection: Kilcruit 
Trifecta: Kilcruit, Sir Gerhard, Elle Est Belle 

From tote.co.uk 

Cheltenham Wednesday-from Page 10 


