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The personable former Zimbabwean has solid 

all-round experience on the rostrum in different 
industries, and has also officiated a t Klawervlei 
farm sales before.  

But yesterday was at a different level, and he 
came through with aplomb.   

“It was a daunting experience, but once I got 
through one or two lots I got the hang of it.  

My first one went for R275,000 so that got me 
into the rhythm and ‘melody’.” 

That was an unnamed Querari filly from Black 
Swan Stud knocked down to Rainbow Beach 
Trading.  

“Every auctioneer has his own ‘chant’ or tune 
which comes to the fore.” 

And his highest price achieved was the 

R425,000 handed over by Bass Racing for 
Klawervlei’s Vercingetorix colt out of Captain Al 
mare Sitia.  

“It’s been a great learning curve, and it’s  
something I’d love to do again. There’s no  
better person to learn the ropes from than  
Andrew Miller – he’s probably the best in the 
game. The podium is your stage, and you have 
to go out and perform,” was how he summed 
up his day.    

Born in Zimbabwe 44 years ago, he “dabbled in 
a few things”, before setting on the  
auctioneering life.  

“I had a fortunate encounter with the late Peter 
Lovemore and Brian Makwabarara, and they 
introduced me to auctioneering. (to Page 2) 

Charles Rwizi took the step up to the horse auctioneering big time smoothly yesterday, 
when along with the hugely experienced Andrew Miller, and fellow tenderfoot Alistair  

Cohen he took care of business at the De Grendel sale.  

Charles steps up to the rostrum   
Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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But one person’s misfortune is another’s  
opportunity, and Charles was determined to 

make full use of this one. 

CTS Bloodstock and Marketing Director Grant 
Knowles was happy with Rwizi’s  contribution.  

“Charles added a neat concise voice to the  
auctioneer’s rostrum. He relished the  
opportunity and will improve with each and  
every session he does,” was his summation.  

But Charles’ daily routine is a far less  
glamorous form of the auction game.  

“I’m employed by Auction Nation and sell  
salvaged, accident damaged insurance cars. 
It’s hard work - we do like 150 cars a day. 
That’s been my bread and butter for the past 
seven years.”    

He puts his money where his mouth is in terms 
of racing, having shares in a few horses.  

Some as part of the A Centenary Syndicate, 
and some in his own name. Captain’s Flo and 
Wylie’s Tractor are a couple of his winners.  

And I put it to him as an owner that if he feels a 

Lot he is selling is going too cheap he ever feels 
like putting in a bid himself? 

“Rather let the trainers do the work,” he replies 
sagely.  -tt 

 

Charles steps up to the rostrum—from Page 1 
I worked for them at Hammer and Tongs in Zim 
from around 2001, training under the personal 

tutelage of Mr Lovemore, and he taught me 
everything I know.  

“I started working the tobacco floors as well. 
That’s a bit different – more of a machine gun 
approach. I  used to go to Borrowdale once 
ortwice a month, seeing how the process 
worked, and my interest in racing grew.” 

But frustrated by the lack of economic 
prospects, Charles moved to SA in 2007.  

“I did a few other things after arriving here, 
working in hospitality – restaurant management 
and such. I did that for six years but started  
doing bid spotting for CTS from 2013. I met  
(prominent owner) Brian Finch around that time 
and he pushed me, saying ‘if you have been an 
auctioneer, why aren’t you auctioning?’ which 
was a valid question, but it was tough to get a 
break. 

“I managed to get a stint at Klawervlei on the 
farm sale, and a couple of weeks ago I got a 
call from Grant Knowles saying ‘listen - this is 

your chance - I want you to sell some lots at 
this auction’.”  

Charles’ opportunity arose due to the fact that 
overseas based auctioneers who would  
normally be used were unable to travel this 
time, for obvious reasons.  

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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In his first start of the year, MISHRIFF (IRE) 
[122] won the Saudi Cup, and the Great Britain
-based 4-year-colt leads the first edition of 
the LONGINES World’s Best Racehorse 
Rankings for 2021 as a result. 
   
Mishriff posted a one length victory in the Saudi 
Cup over CHARLATAN (USA) [120], who was 
also making his first start of 2021. Last year, 
Mishriff’s biggest score came when he won the 
Prix du Jockey Club (G1) in France. 
  
Australia’s NATURE STRIP (AUS) [121] is the 
second highest rated horse in the first edition of 
the rankings for 2021 after his half-length win in 
the Black Caviar Lightning (G1) in February, 
which served as the multiple Group 1 winner’s 
first start of the season. 
  
In co-third, along with Charlatan, are Hong 
Kong-based runners EXULTANT (IRE) 
[120] and GOLDEN SIXTY (AUS) [120].  
 
Golden Sixty, who has now won 13 races in a 
row, took the Stewards' Cup (G1) in January 

over SOUTHERN LEGEND (AUS(118] and  
KAYING STAR (GB) [117], and he 
beat FURORE (NZ) [117] and Exultant in 
the Citi Hong Kong Gold Cup (G1) in  
February. Exultant came into that race having 
finished second in the Centenary Vase 
(G3) while carrying 133lbs.  
  
Three horses sit in the co-sixth position as well. 
America’s KNICKS GO (USA) [119], who  
finished fourth in the Saudi Cup, started his 
2021 campaign with a 2 ¾-length victory in 
the Pegasus World Cup Invitational Stakes 
(G1), while undefeated LIFE IS GOOD (USA) 
[119] is the highest rated 3-year-old thus far 
after winning the San Felipe Stakes (G2) by 
eight lengths.  
 
In South Africa, RAINBOW BRIDGE (SAF) 
[119] added to his list of accomplishments by 
taking the Cape Town Met presented by Cape 
Racing (G1) in January by 1 ¾ lengths. 
 

www.ifhaonline.org 
                      (continues Page 6)  

Rainbow Bridge ranked 6th by Longines 
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Comment: Rainbow Bridge has a local rating 
of 134.  
 
This does not mean that our  
handicappers think the Ideal World gelding is 
the best horse in the world by 6kg, but is  
merely the way he is rated relative to the local  
horse population.  
 
Our chief handicapper Lennon Maharaj is on 
the  international committee which comes up 
with the official world ratings. 

But obviously it’s quite a feather in the cap of 
Cape trainer Eric Sands to have a horse  
recognised as being this good relative to the 
world’s elite.   
 
Next best among local horses according to 
Longines is L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate winner 
Jet Dark (Trippi - above), who comes in  joint 
12th  on 117 (130 locally).   
 
Justin Snaith’s Drakenstein bred colt is the only 
other SAF based horse to make the top 20. –tt 

Bridge 6th in the world-from Page 4 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Race 1 - 1.20 Sky Bet Supreme Novices' Hurdle (Grade 1) 
This looks far from the deepest renewal in recent years and Appreciate It deservedly heads the 
market following three straight wins over hurdles. However, he looks skinny enough to me in what 
can be a messy race as adrenaline runs high. 
 
He is the most likely winner on paper, but SOARING GLORY looks the each-way play. There's 
more to come from this horse and the better the ground, the better his chance. 
BET: Soaring Glory (each-way) 
  
Race 2 - 1.55 Sporting Life Arkle Novices' Chase (Grade 1) 
On paper this is one of the best races of the entire week. Let's hope it delivers. It pits the best of 
Willie Mullins and Ireland with Energumene against the best of Britain and Nicky Henderson in 
Shishkin. And that's completely ignoring Dan Skelton's Grade 1 winner Allmankind. 
 
It's a race you don't have to have a tickle in to enjoy. But for me, Shishkin is the one they all have 
to beat and not a bad price at even money. BET: Shishkin 
 
Race 3 - 2.30 Ultima Handicap Chase 
The first devilish handicap of the week comes up next and you'll need a clear head to solve this 
one. But it's a rare race the Irish struggle in (famous last words) so might be worth sticking with a 
pair of British-trained runners.  
 
LIEUTENANT ROCCO ticks plenty of boxes for this challenge and why he is short enough in a 
race like this, just has to be backed. 
 
Available at 33-1, Fergal O'Brien's improved PAINT THE DREAM is worth an each-way poke, too. 
He has the option of a couple of other races, but would be interesting up in trip. 
BET: Lieutenant Rocco & Paint The Dream (each-way) 
(continues Page 10) 

Cheltenham opening day preview  
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Race 4 - 3.05 Unibet Champion Hurdle (Grade 1) 
The scripts are already written in this race. If comeback king Goshen stars or Rachael Blackmore 
wins on Honeysuckle, racing might just be in the news for the right reasons. 
However, Epatante can spoil the party for both and defend her crown for Nicky (to Page xx)
Henderson. She had a setback last time when beaten at Kempton but far too much has been writ-
ten and said on that. If she bounces back to last year's level, she will win this well. And at the cur-
rent odds I'm happy to play that card. BET: Epatante 
 
Race 5 - 3.40 Close Brothers Mares' Hurdle (Grade 1) 
Willie Mullins simply loves this race. And for good reason, he's won it seven times in the last  
decade. Unsurprisingly he has the red-hot favourite in Concertista this time around and she looks a 
tough nut to crack. 

But she still has a point to prove on a stage this big and Roksana (above-winning in 2019) makes 
sense from a punting point of view. They look set to steer her away from the much tougher  
Stayers' Hurdle and she's improved plenty more this season. It looks between the pair and at  
bigger odds the Dan Skelton horse gets the nod. BET: Roksana 
 
Race 6 - 4.15 Boodles Juvenile Handicap Hurdle (The Fred Winter) 
A tricky race at the best of times, it's even harder at this stage with plenty towards the top of the 
betting likely to test themselves in the Triumph Hurdle. The one that sticks out is the Paul Nicholls-
trained Houx Gris - a horse who has only raced once on these shores. 
 
Fresh from France, he did enough that day to suggest a mark of 128 could give connections  
something to work with. Nicholls has not raced him since despite a host of options, and this is 
surely the right race for him. At 20-1 he looks the play. BET: Houx Gris (each-way) 
 
Race 7 - 4.50 National Hunt Novices' Chase (Grade 2) 
The lucky last often becomes a real slog with the amateur riders going off hell for leather.  
However, they're banned this time and it might play into the hands of the classier horses. 
 
Royalle Pagaille may head here instead of the Gold Cup and would obviously be the one to beat if 
he does. But his jumping has always looked suspect to me - jumping very low, like a lot of  
ex-French horses - and he may come unstuck here. Galvin looks the play, despite being taken 
from Gordon Elliott's in recent days. BET: Galvin  www.thesun.co.uk 

Cheltenham opening day-from Page  8 

Pic-Reuters 
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Progressive three-year-old Vars Vicky, a 
graduate of the 2019 Cape Premier Yearling 
Sale, showed his class when downing a  
top-class field to win the G2 Senor Santa 
Stakes (1160m) at Turffontein on Saturday.  
 
The Stuart Pettigrew trained gelding produced 
an electric turn of foot, under Muzi Yeni, which 
saw them get up close home, and score by a 
head, while accounting for a field which  
included a pair of G1 winners, in the form of 
Chimichuri Run and Eden Roc, as well as the 
likes of graded stakes winners Singforafa, 
Ikigai, Mardi Gras and Mount Pleasant.  
 
Owned by Vicky Veeramootoo, Vars Vicky has 
now won five of just eight starts, with  
Saturday's win the gelding's third consecutive 
victory.  
 
Bred by the Gary Player Stud, Vars Vicky was 
a R150 000 purchase, when knocked down to 
Stuart Pettigew, from the 2019 Cape Premier 
Yearling Sale.  
 

A 53rd stakes winner for his ever popular sire 
Var, Vars Vicky is out of the Captain Al mare 
Seminole -who won twice over 1000m and ran 
third in the Listed Irridescence Stakes. 
            capethoroughbredsales.com 

Santa comes early for Vars Vicky   

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/

