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And as someone renowned for his work ethic, it 
was also apt that he had to work hard for the 
win, as Sound Check just beat a rather green 
first timer All Things Nice.   

He was happy to talk this morning about his 
over two decades as one of our premier riders.  

“Last season I was statistically on track to get 
200 winners for the first time, but covid ended 
that. This season is the tenth time I’ve got to 
100.  

“The job in the Eastern Cape is obviously  
important to that. It was nice to win a feature 
(listed Breeders Guineas) last Friday on Santa 
Therese against the Cape horses. We thought 
she was capable of winning in good company. 
I’ve always rated her. 

 "Me and Alan (Greeff) have been together 
since 2005. We had a few seasons before i 
went overseas, and when i came back i was 
extremely fortunate to get such a great job 
back.  

"We have a fantastic working relationship, and i 
really appreciate his loyalty, which can be a 
rare commodity in this game."   

Loyalty is something that plays a big role in his 
personal life as well, as he and Claire  
celebrate their 16th wedding anniversary on 20 
March, and have been together for 24 years in 
total.    
 
Now at 44, Cheyne is approaching the veteran 
stage of his chosen career but  (to Page 2)

With little fuss or attention, Greg Cheyne rode his 100th winner this season yesterday. The 
tenth time he has managed that distinction. And appropriately it was at Fairview, which 

has become a home from home for the hugely experienced but still fresh-faced rider.  

Greg Cheyne notches tenth ton   
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When it comes to middle distance performers 
he doesn't want to place one above the others.  

"Big City Life winning the July was fantastic, 
and I scored a Grade 1 double for Glen Kotzen 
on the day as Lady Windermere took the  
Garden Province, so it was a great occasion all 
round.  

"Fortune smiled on me there as well, as  
Bernard Fayd'Herbe had won the Cape Derby 
and Daily News on Big City Life, but obviously 
wasn't going to make 51kg in a million years, so 
i got the chance" he says modestly.  

"Then there's Whisky Baron. Winning the Met is 
the pinnacle for any Cape based jockey, and we 
had a fantastic run that season. 

"Being involved with my sponsors Ridgemont 
Highlands for the past few years or so has been 
so rewarding on many levels, and of course 
gave me the chance to ride in England when i 
went over to partner Whisky Baron on a few 
occasions. Going to the UK,  seeing how they 
do things, and riding out with (to Page 4) 

Greg Cheyne notches tenth ton—from Page 1 

retains an most boyish enthusiasm for what he 
does.  

"It's your job, and you have got to work hard to 
succeed. I put in the hard yards, but it isn't  
difficult, as i really enjoy what i do." 

Many a champion 

He has also ridden many a top horse along the 
journey.  

"Captain Of All is definitely the best sprinter I 
ever sat on, and it was all down to being in the 
right place at the right time.  

“Sean Cormack had a mishap on the day, so i 
picked up the ride 20 minutes before the race.  

"It was his last race, and he won the Mercury 
Sprint as he liked. It may well have been  the 

best performance of his career.” 

The other top speedster he was associated with 
was the striking grey Joie De Grise. She won 
the Grade 1 SA Fillies Sprint twice for Chris 
Snaith and Sabine Plattner in the late 1990's.   

Cantering down on Kitty Cat Chat recently. Pic: Chase Liebenberg  
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pedigree, so if he can win a Graded race the 
sky is the limit for him.” 

And in the opinion of this author,  think the 
chances of that happening are pretty darn good, 
the way he dominated on his first try at 1000m  
recently.  

And looking ahead 

Regularly riding over 100 winners a season, 
and constantly among the top 10 on the jockeys 
log, Cheyne seems to have his career firmly 
under control.   

But like most experienced riders, it's the big 
ones that get him going. When asked what  
motivates him after being in the game for so 
long, he has a simple answer. 

"I'm looking for that next big horse." -tt 

Greg Cheyne notches tenth ton—from Page 2 
people like William Haggas was one of the 
most rewarding periods of my career. “ 

“It was one of the highlights as far as the overall 
experience goes. It was mind blowing and it 
was all due to Whisky Baron and the  
Kieswetter family  who afforded me that  
opportunity.” 

           (Big City Life after his July win)  

One of the less remembered of Greg's Grade 1 
winners is Emblem Of Liberty.  

She won the Paddock Stakes of 2009, beating 
superstars River Jetez and Dancer's Daughter 
into second and third.   

But she will always hold a special place in his 
heart, as he was also the owner of the filly 

"I couldn't afford her at the sales, but Lionel  
Cohen bought her back, and i leased her from 
him. She did so well, winning no less than five 
Graded or Listed races, from only twelve 
starts."  

Recent stars 

In the past nine months Greg has won Graded 
races on Jet Dark and Katak, both of whom 
have gone on to bigger things, here and  
potentially overseas in the case of the latter. 

“They are both top, top horses. Katak still had 
plenty of furnishing to do, so I’m sure he will 
have  a lot more to come when he gets to  
Singapore.   

“The Ridgemont Highlands pair of Kitty Cat 
Chat and Real Gone Kid are both worth  
following as well. Real Gone Kid has a stallion’s 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com


5 

 



6 

 

History could well be made on 3 April at 
Turffontein on 3 April.  

The WSB Triple Crown and Wilgerbosdrift  
Triple Tiara have never before both been won 
in the same year.  

But War Of Athena (Act Of War—above) and 
Malmoos (Captain Al) look to have their  
respective third leg SA Oaks and SA Derby at 
their mercy after easy Classic victories on  
Saturday.    

War Of Athena in particular looks on a different 
level to all of her rivals, and only a failure to see 
out the 2450m can prevent her inheriting the 
Triple Tiara from 2020 winner Summer  
Pudding. 

Looking further ahead for Paul Matchett’s 
charge, a potential clash with Captain’s  
Ransom (Captain Al) in the Daisy Filllies  
Guineas at Greyville on May 2 would have  
racing fans on the edge of their seats.  
 

But given her busy schedule over the past few 
months, it’s far from certain his star will make 
that date. And with Justin Snaith so far reluctant 
to campaign Captain’s Ransom beyond 1600m, 
that looks the only place they could clash this 
winter. 
 
But clearly this season’s Equus judges are not 
going to have to look beyond this pair for their 
champion three-year-old filly.   
 
Saturdays Fillies Classic was a first G1 for 
young Summerhill stallion Act Of War 
(Dynasty), who was no stranger to classic  
action himself, taking the 2014 Cape Guineas  
under Bernard Fayd’Herbe. –tt      

Muzi and Athena set for historic War 
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  HANDICAPPING RATINGS UPDATE 
  
World Sports Betting SA Classic (Grade 1) 
  
MALMOOS has had his merit rating raised from 
117 to 120 following his success in the Grade 1 
World Sports Betting SA Classic over 1800m on 
the standside track at Turffontein on Saturday 6 
March.  
 
The Handicappers were of the view that 
3rd placed CATCH TWENTYTWO – who has 
now been beaten by MALMOOS three times 
from as many encounters – made for the best 
line horse, which leaves him unchanged on a 
mark of 116. 
  
Runner-up SECOND BASE went up from 112 
to 116, while 4th placed FLYING CARPET was 
raised from 101 to 108, which equals his  
previous best achieved mark, which he ran to 
when finishing third in the Emperors Palace 
Ready To Run Cup last October.   
 
He in fact ran to 114 in the SA Classic, but the 
Handicappers opted not to up him all the way to 
that mark. 
  
There were also increases for BOLD JAZZ, who 
goes from 91 to 103, and for SHAH AKBAR, 
who is up from 97 to 102.  However, the  

Handicappers again only applied a partial  
adjustment for both these horses, who in fact 
run to 113 and 112, respectively. 
  
The only drop was for BINGWA, who is down 
from 109 to 106. 
  
Wilgersbodrift SA Fillies Classic (Grade 1) 
  
WAR OF ATHENA remains unchanged on a 
rating of 122 after she won the Grade 1 
Wilgerbosdrift SA Fillies Classic over 1800m at 
Turffontein on Saturday.   
 
In assessing the race, the Handicappers felt 
that runner-up NETTA would at least have 
equalled the 102 she actually achieved when 
winning a progress plate at her previous start.   
 
At the time, the Handicappers could not give 
her a rating higher than 87 because the re-
strictions applicable to plate races do not allow 
the winner of such an event to receive a greater 
than six-pound upward adjustment.   
 
However, following the Fillies Classic, NETTA’s 
rating has been increased to 102.   
 
The Handicappers felt that using WAR OF 
ATHENA to rate the race would inflate the other 
participants especially as (to Page 10)  

Malmoos up to 120 after Classic 
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WAR OF ATHENA was rated to win by a bigger 
margin and appeared to win with plenty in hand 
and as such decided to take a more lenient 
view of the race. 
 
In rating the race this way, WAR OF  
ATHENA (above) only runs to a mark of 106, 
hence her unchanged rating.   
 
There were however increases for 
3rd placed MAGICAL FLIGHT, who goes from 
92 to 98, and for 4th finisher SPARKLING  
WATER, who is up from 92 to 97. 
  
There were no other increases, but three fillies 
were given a rating’s drop.  MISS  
ELEGANCE was trimmed from 106 to 
105, GEE FOR GO also drops from 106 to 105, 
and CARALLUMA is down from 101 to 98. 
  
 Ilha Bela Hawaii Stakes (Grade 2) 
  
MK’S PRIDE – the sole three-year-old in a field 
of eleven – has had his rating raised from 117 
to 119 after his defeat of more seasoned  
campaigners in the Grade 2 Ilha Bela Hawaii 
Stakes over 1400m at Turffontein on Saturday.   
 
It was the ever consistent 3rd placed  
EXPRESSFROMTHEUS who was considered 

to make for the best line horse, which leaves 
him unaltered on a mark of 118.  In rating the 
race this way, 5th finisher PACK LEADER runs 
to his mark of 110, which effectively makes him 
a line horse as well. 
 
There was no change for runner-
up GOTTHEGREENLIGHT, who ran to within 
two pounds of his 124 rating in his first start of 
the season, but 4th finisher WHORLY  
WHORLY is up slightly from 110 to 111. There 
were no other increases, but five horses were 
given a rating’s drop.   
 
CHIJMES is down from 116 to 
114, CIRILLO drops from 125 to 123, TIERRA 
DEL FUEGO drops from 113 to 110, MILL 
QUEEN was trimmed from 108 to 107.   
 
Lastly, despite being beaten 26 
lengths, MARYGOLD drops from 112 to 110 as 
she has failed to run to 112 since running 
2nd to SUMMER PUDDING in the Fillies  
Classic on 7 March 2020. 
  

 (NHA Press Release) 
     
   
  
  

Malmoos up to 120-from Page 8 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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An outstanding son of Champion Dubawi, 
Erupt is one of the best-bred and  
best-performed stallions to commence his 
stud career in South Africa in recent years 
and will be represented by first-crop  
yearlings at the 2021 Cape Thoroughbred 
Sale Cape Premier Yearling Sale. 
 
The strapping bay won five times during a 
globetrotting career, with saw Erupt land the 
Group 1 Juddmonte Grand Prix de Paris in 
France and the Group 1 Pattinson Canadian 
International in Canada. 
 
The Maine Chance Farms-based Erupt shares 
his outstanding sire Dubawi with more than 40 
Group 1 winners including current sensation 
Night Of Thunder and proven Group 1 sires 
Makfi and Poet's Voice and Al Kazeem. 

 
LOT 11: PLATINUM RUN 
Chestnut Filly (Erupt x Woodridge, by Fort 
Wood) Riethuiskraal Stud 
A half-sister to two winners, this filly is out of a 
winning Fort Wood half-sister to the dam of 
smart filly Master Keys, and this is the family of 
Hong Kong legend and Horse of the Year Able 

Friend, as well as Group 1 South African 
Nursery winner Global News (Jetball) and fel-
low stakes winners Ponte Piccolo, Daytona 
Red and Apercu. 

LOT 34: COLORPOINT  
Bay Filly (Erupt x Cat's Paw, by Black  
Minnaloushe) Maine Chance Farms 
A half-sister to three decent winners, notably 
speedy Terrance Millard Umngeni Handicap 
winner Celtic Voyager, and this filly's stakes-
placed dam Cat's Paw is herself a daughter of 
a stakes-winning daughter of multiple champion 
sire Western Winter. 
 
 
LOT 41: COSMIC STAR  
Bay Colt (Erupt x Cosmic Light, by Querari) 
Maine Chance Farms  
A colt out of the Querari sired Group 2 The 
Debutante winner Cosmic Light, a half-sister to 
rising star, and unbeaten Group 3 Cape Of 
Good Hope Nursery Cosmic Highway. 
 
Erupt's sire Dubawi has enjoyed good success 
when mated to daughters of Green Desert (the 
grandsire of Querari) with this (to Page 14)

Maine Chance eruption at CPYS  

Lot 11 

Lot  34 
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cross producing 2000 Guineas winner Makfi 
and Hong Kong Sprint winner Lucky Nine 
among others. 

LOT 80: HAPPY VIBES  
Chestnut Filly (Erupt x Happy Ever After, by 
National Assembly) Maine Chance Farms 
Out of Happy Vibes, whose dam Happy Ever 
After is a full-sister to Group 3 Strelitzia Stakes 
winner Happy Harriet, is a half-sister to three 
winners notably exported Group 1 Allan  
Robertson winner Happy Valentine and Group 
2 Senor Santa Handicap hero Happy Forever. 

This is the family of five-time Group 1 winner 
Starcraft, who, ironically, defeated Erupt's sire 
Dubawi when he won the Group 1 Queen  
Elizabeth II Stakes in 2005. 
 
LOT 101: LIKEABLE, Chestnut Filly (Erupt x 
La Calisto, by Silvano) Maine Chance Farms  
Out of Likeable, a half-sister to 2 winners  
including smart La Quinta, out of a Silvano half-
sister to smart sprinter Los Colmos. 

Likeable's dam La Calisto, closely inbred to top 
German mare La Colorada, is out of the 
Cadeaux Genereux mare La Calima -a half-
sister to German Horse Of The Year Lomitas (a 
champion sire whose progeny include none 
other than Silvano). 
 
Silvano mares have already produced a  
number of high-class performers notably the 
graded stakes winners Barahin, Goodtime Gal 
and Cosmic Highway. 

LOT 150: KISS OF FIRE  
Bay Filly (Erupt x Scent From Above, by Diesis) 
Arran Stud  
This filly is a half-sister to three winners  
including the talented Alexander (Dynasty), and 
current smart 3yo filly Jasmine (Futura), from 
the family of US G1 winners Data Link and 
Hymn Book. 
 
Mares by Diesis have produced over 230 
stakes performers led by 21 Group 1 individual 
winners including Dylan Thomas, Kirklees, and 
Sixties Icon. 
 

Maine Chance eruption-from Page 12 

Lot 41 

Lot 80 

Lot 101 

Lot 150 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Two years on after her racing career, the  
accolades keep coming for champion race 
mare Winx after the Australian Turf Club  
unveiled a bronze statue at her home course 
of Rosehill Gardens on Monday. 
 
The statue weighs in at more than 600  
kilograms and will greet patrons as they walk 
into the course and is surrounded by newly 
landscaped gardens.  
 
It has been scaled to a 110 per cent height and 
length. 
 
Sculpture Tanya Bartlett was commissioned by 
the ATC to complete the works which includes 
Hugh Bowman riding the mare giving his  
famous ‘she’s apples’ signal. 

Winx won six races on her home course  
higighted by four consecutive George Ryder 
Stakes.   
 
The Tighe and Kepitis families were on hand for 
the unveiling as were Chris Waller and Hugh 
Bowman. 
 
The statue is not the first of the 25-time Group 
1 winner, with the Moonee Valley Racing Club 
unveiling a statue in Tote Park prior to the 
100th running of the W.S. Cox Plate last year. 
 
Winx, who is now nine years of age, sadly lost 
her first foal by I Am Invincible last year. 
 
www.justhorseracing.com.au 

Winx statue unveiled  
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 The CTS Cape Premier Yearling Sale at De 
Grendel Estate on 14 March has received an 
innovative boost which will complement the 
live auction and strengthen the buyers’ 
bench, by allowing bidders from all parts of 
the world to participate, in real time. 
 
CTS will be joining forces with the South  
African online auctions company Meerkat, a 
leader in the field, having conducted over 50 
large cattle and game sales in the last year, all 
with seamless efficiency. 
 
Ro’an van Tonder, owner of Meerkat, said that 
his company had cut online delays down to “a 
split second” using the latest technology, and 
that their UPS-driven platform is not affected by 
power outages.  
 
“We have connected buyers around the globe 
to live cattle and game auctions, even in  
remote farm areas, so we are well geared up 
for our first thoroughbred sale, and excited to 
be involved.” 
 
Auctioneer Andrew Miller said: “Auction sales 
have changed since the advent of Covid-19 
and we have all had to adapt, but it’s safe to 
say that this kind of technology is of high value 
to buyers and sellers.  
 
“Buyers who are not able to attend the sale can 
watch or listen online, and make their bids at 
lightning speed.” 
 
Miller added: “The online offering is supported 
by Meerkat team members who are physically 
present at the live sale, one of whom acts as 
an extra bid spotter, focussing only on the bids 
being struck on their platform. 
 
“I, as the auctioneer, perform my customary  
duties on the podium, while interacting with the 
Meerkat representative in his capacity as a bid 

spotter.  There is no lag time waiting for online 
bids to come through. When they do, they  
reflect instantly, to compete with the bids struck 
in the live arena.” 
 
Grant Knowles, Marketing and Bloodstock  
Director for CTS, reminded buyers who will not 
be at the live sale, that they should register  
before 13 March on the Meerkat website,  
 
www.meerkatonline.co.za  
 
“This is exciting, modern technology which 
takes us a step forward,” he added. 
 
For more information:   
Grant Knowles : grant@cthbs.com 
Amanda Carey : amanda@cthbs.com 
 
Download the Meerkat app to register (before 
13 March) and to bid on 14 March. 
Samsung and Android: 
 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat 
 
 iPhone and IOS Apple: 
 
https://apple.co/2yDd362 
 
Or register, bid and follow auctions LIVE on the 
Meerkat website: 
 
▪️https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/
authentication/login  
▪️ www.meerkatonline.co.za 
 
Meerkat contact details: 
 
Ro'an van Tonder: 082 567 0069  
Jaap Coetzer: 083 234 9586 (iOS) 
Henno Bakker: 072 458 327 (Android) 

 
 

Online innovation for Cape Premier Sale 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.meerkatonline.co.za
mailto:grant@cthbs.com
mailto:amanda@cthbs.com
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat
https://apple.co/2yDd362
https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/authentication/login
https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/authentication/login
http://www.meerkatonline.co.za
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CPYS Graduates dominated-from Page 6 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Juddmonte Farms announced March 8 the 
passing of Kind, the dam of multiple group 
1 winners Frankel and Noble Mission, due 
to complications after foaling a colt 
by Kingman March 2 (seen above). 
 
The 20-year-old daughter of Danehill out of 
Rainbow Lake, by Rainbow Quest, was a  
second-generation Juddmonte homebred. 
  
As a racehorse, Kind placed at 2 before doing 
her best running at 3 when she became a 
stakes winner in the Betfair.com Flower of 
Scotland Stakes at Hamilton Park. At 4, she 
won the Totesport Fillies Stakes at Nottingham 
and was third in the Ballyogan Stakes (G3) at 
Leopardstown. She was retired with a 6-0-4 
record from 13 starts and earned $132,320. 
 
Kind wasted no time in proving her abilities as 
a broodmare. Her first foal, by Sadler's Wells, 
was Bullet Train, who won the Totesport.com 
Derby Trial (G3). She next went two seasons 
to Galileo, which produced Frankel and then 
Noble Mission. Frankel was an enormous 
source of pride for the late Prince Khalid Abdul-
lah, who watched Frankel race undefeated at 
the highest level, winning 10 group 1s and be-
ing honored as Europe's champion 2-year-old 
and later as the 2011 Cartier Awards Horse of 
the Year. Noble Mission made it an  

embarrassment of riches by winning six group 
races, which included three group 1s. 
 
 Kind now has five stallion sons at stud—
Frankel, Noble Mission, Bullet 
Train, Morpheus (by Oasis Dream), 
and Proconsul (Galileo). Frankel got off to a 
fast start at stud by siring 60 (8%) black-type 
winners from six crops of racing age, which in-
clude 43 grade/group winners. Frankel stands 
at Juddmonte's Banstead Manor in England for 
£175,000, Noble Mission is at JBBA Shizunai 
Stallion Station in Japan, Bullet Train at  
Woodfield Farm Stud in Ireland, Morpheus at 
Haras de Toury in France, and Proconsul at 
Annshoon Stud in Ireland. 
  
Due to Kind's extraordinary achievements, her 
name is on the International Federation of 
Horseracing Authority's international list of  
protected names. 
 
Juddmonte's United Kingdom stud director  
Simon Mockridge commented: "I cannot thank 
the Rossdales and Juddmonte team enough for 
the tireless care they have given Kind. To many 
she will rightfully always be best remembered 
as the dam of Frankel and Noble Mission, to us 
at Juddmonte she will always be Kind by name 
and Kind by nature." 
                  www.bloodhorse.com 

Kind, dam of Frankel, sadly passes 


