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  www.turftalk.co.za  / editor@turftalk.co.za    Monday 8 March, 2021 

Sport of Kings needs more Queens 

The sport of kings needs more queens,  
according to an article published last year 
by Forbes magazine. New research had come 
to light suggesting men had a clear advantage 
over women in sporting arenas, with the distinct 
exception being horse racing.  

“The results indicate that the probability for  
females finishing a stakes race ‘in the money’ 
is not significantly different from males,” the 
research stated.  

A quick glance at the Australian riding ranks 
could have told them that. 

In Victoria, ‘lady in lights’ Jamie Kah heads the 
Victorian Jockey Premiership with 93 wins this 
season to date, 11 in advance of Damian Lane.  

In New South Wales, Rachel King is currently 
fourth and climbing. In South Australia, Jessica 
Eaton is showing clean heels to nearest rival 
Todd Pannell, while Alice Lindsay is second on 
the Northern Territory equivalent. 

In New Zealand, which has long had a strong 
female rider presence, 29-year-old Danielle 
Johnson tops the table for the current season.  

Further scrutiny shows that four of the top-five 
leading riders in New Zealand are female, in a 
nation where women make up 43 per cent of 
the professional race-riding ranks. 

Such figures cement the research published 
by Forbes in 2020, that there was no difference 
in performance results between male and  
female riders. (to Page 2) 

March 8 is International Women’s Day and horse racing, more than most sports, has the 
greatest excuse to celebrate, with women heavily represented and successful, even if it 

wasn’t always the case. 

Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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At least in administration there are recent signs 
of change, with Susan Kalmanson at the  

National Horseracing Authority and Natalie 
Turner of the Racing Association both making 
history as the first females to head their  
respective organisations. 

And on the TV presenting front the likes of  
Nadine Rapson, Fiona Ramsden (above) and 
Julie Alexander all provide valued regular  input.    

But there’s a long way to go. –tt 

Sport of Kings needs more Queens —from Pg 1 
This excerpt is from www.tdnausnz.com.au. But 
sadly, as has been pointed out in these pages 

before, the opposite is true in South 
Africa, which perhaps isn’t surprising, as we 
celebrate Women’s Day on 9 August! 

That date commemorates the 1956 protest 
which saw Federation of South African  
Women (FSAW) rally against the Apartheid 
government.  

Our only licensed female jockey is PE based 
Justine King, who sadly hasn’t secured a single 
ride since August 28 last year.  

“I took a break since the new year to sort out a 
few niggles, and I am unsure about whether I 
will return,” she sadly stated this morning.  

“I was getting very few opportunities, so we will 
have to see how things work out.” 

And there are only two girls currently enrolled in 
the jockeys academy. Zimbabwe born Omeara 
Rusike has won a race in her home country, 
and rode Sarabi at Greyville yesterday, while 
Rachel Venniker is in her first year.  

The sole woman to feature in the ‘premier 
league’ of our training ranks is Candice Bass-
Robinson (pictured previous page), who  
represents the latest chapter of a rich racing 
heritage.  

Along with Michelle Rix (one half of the  
Crawford/Rix partnership), she is the only  
female conditioner in the Western Cape.  
Although Lucinda Woodruff certainly has a  
major role to play in  father  Geoff’s operation 
there.  

KZN is the heartland though, in terms of  
numbers with all  of Lezeanne Forbes, Alyson 
Wright, Wendy Whitehead, Julie Guthrie  and 
Corinne Bestel flying the flag.   

There are Ashley Fortune, Candice Dawson, 
Heather Adamson, Dorrie Sham and Dianne 
Stenger in Gauteng, while Sharon Kotzen holds 
the fort alone in PE following the tragic exit of 

Yvette Bremner.  

(Apologies if I have overlooked anybody) Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Pippa Mickleburgh, always a wealth of  
information on her Avontuur-breds,  
commented on the Estate’s six yearlings at 
the Cape Premier Sale on 14 March. 
 
Lot 3 Triple Time  
(c Twice Over x Valeta by VAR) 
“A big, strong colt by a quality sire and a  
Gr1-placed mare from the family of Sarabande, 
hence his grey colour. This is a good mating, 
putting VAR’s speed to Twice Over.” 

Lot 91 Kennedy (f William Longsword x 
Jackie O by Western Winter): “A beautiful and 
powerful filly from the immediate family of  
Argonaut and Simply Salmon that looks  
precocious. She’ll be one for the early ‘baby’ 
races and could yield a quick return. 
 
Lot 105 Gold Beach (f Gold Standard  
x La Normandie by American Chance):  
“From the first crop of Trippi’s son Gold  
Standard, who has sired some good-looking 
youngsters. This filly has plenty of Trippi in her 
– she’s a refined, classy and athletic specimen, 
a half-sister to Gr1 winning sprinter Normanz.” 
Lot 109 Sagan (c by VAR x Lazer Star by 
Toreador): “A nice colt, the second foal of a top
-class sprinting mare. He’s a good walker, 
moves well and has plenty of scope.” 

 Lot 119 Hot Ice  
(c What A Winter x Menorah by VAR) 
“A stunning, flashy and well-built colt by a top 
sire from a speedy dam line. I have high hopes 
for Hot Ice, he’s a robust, masculine  
eye-catcher and looks like he’ll run!” 

 
Lot 123 Typeset  
(f Futura x Muamba by Pure Prize) 
“Typeset is a tall, athletic filly by a promising 
young sire from a good female line. She’s  
gorgeous, well-bred, well-related, has a lot  
going for her.” 
             capethoroughbredsales.com 

Pippa gives her sixpennies worth 

  Lot 3 Triple Time 

   Lot 91 Kennedy 

   Lot 119 Hot Ice 
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Ascot Stud has two yearlings on offer at the 
CPYS, both by their resident stallion Global 
View, a Top 10 sire of two-year-olds last  
season. Lot 47 is the colt Rock Fall (above), 
born from Crystal Glitter (Zamindar) whose only 
foal to race, won twice before an untimely 
death. Rock Fall is a “strong colt, with a good 
hind leg and he walks extremely well,” said  

Ascot’s Dr Ashley Parker. 
Lot 122 (below) is More For Me, foaled by  
Moreamore by Lemon Drop Kid, whose two 
runners so far have both won, including Listed 
placed Say No More. “She’s big and strong with 
a beautiful head and neck, and she stands over 
ground,” Parker said. 
Lot 140 has been withdrawn. 

Ascot CPYS draft small but potent  

  Lot 3 Triple Time 

   Lot 122  More For Me 

   Lot 119 Hot Ice 
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 The theme “Birds of a Feather” will excite 
the fashionistas and socialites as it offers a 
myriad of inspiration touchpoints for  
designers and decorators, as it invites them 
to explore the plumage of Africa’s birds. 
 
But as Gold Circle Marketing Director Stephen 
Marshall points out, there is a powerful  
underlying message in the theme that speaks to 
the tenacity of the key players in the racing  
industry that is determined to deal with the  
current challenges. 
 
“The Vodacom Durban July is a truly unique 
South African sporting and social occasion in 
the way that it unifies the nation and draws  
people together from all walks of life,” he said. 
 
“Where this theme resonates with the  
horseracing industry is the way it unpacks how 
all the role players have been able to work  
together to ensure that the industry and all its 
key events have been able to keep going 
through a challenging year when so many  
others have fallen by the wayside. 
 
“Like birds of a feather flocking together, the 
theme vividly describes the role that every  
person passionate about horse racing has 
played, from the owners, jockeys, trainers and 
grooms to the punters and the fans, in keeping 
racing alive. 
 
“We were proud that this tenacity and  
determination allowed the Vodacom Durban 

July to be the first major event to be staged 
when the country was under the hard lockdown 
last year, and it provided a beacon of hope  
during those tough times. 
 
Marshall said the theme will ensure that the  
raceday on the first Saturday of July will be 
memorable and spectacular, and said he was 
really looking forward to seeing the manner in 
which designers and fashionistas approached 
the “Birds of a Feather” theme. 
 
“As a stylish and prestigious event, followers of 
the Vodacom Durban July enjoy delving into the 
theme and steer away from interpretations of 
the theme that are too literal,” added Marshall. 
 
“This theme has a deep and profound meaning 
for those close to the horseracing industry and I 
am sure that there will be interesting fresh takes 
on the theme that reflect how working together 
we can deal with just about any  
challenge. 
 
“In the same way as the theme concludes, we 
look forward to bringing the 2021 Vodacom 
Durban July to every corner of the world to 
“embrace this glorious raceday”,” he concluded. 

VDJ 2021 theme is Birds of a feather 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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 Malmoos demonstrated his true quality as 
he stormed to victory in the Grade 1 World 
Sports Betting SA Classic over 1800m at 
Turffontein on Saturday. 

Now, he is just a Derby away from an  
immortalising victory in the WSB SA Triple 
Crown and Mike de Kock confirmed: “He is 
bred to stay and we think he will. So he will  
either stay or he won’t, but we have to go for it!” 

Jockey Luke Ferraris was able to settle him in 
fourth place as Shah Akbar made sure of a  
decent enough pace. Shah Akbar tried to slip 
the field in the straight but was quickly reeled in 
by the more fancied horses.  

Malmoos has a few gears. 

In the final 100m Malmoos drew off to win by 
two lengths from Second Base, who just held 
off Catch Twentytwo by a neck. Flying Carpet 
was 0.50 lengths away in fourth. 

“He showed real class today.” said Ferraris. “He 
is a champion. He has so much gate speed, we 
got  some cover and he had the run of the race.  

“When he unwinds, he gives you gooseflesh. 
He’ll get the 2400m.” 

Mike said that Malmoos had “tightened up” in 
the last few weeks, and praised his team for 
hard work.  

“It’s been hard to replace Mathew (De Kock), 
but we’ve got a good team around us now and 
long may it last.” 

Mike thanked World Sports Betting for their 
sponsorship and praised the young jockey for 
his ride: “He rode a super confident race today. 
He’s doing a lot right for a young man.” 

He quipped: “Luke is the third generation  
Ferraris I’ve had something to do with, and the 
first one to actually do me a favour!” 
mikedekockracing.com 

Malmoos on course for Triple Crown 
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 The CTS Cape Premier Yearling Sale at De 
Grendel Estate on 14 March has received an 
innovative boost which will complement the 
live auction and strengthen the buyers’ 
bench, by allowing bidders from all parts of 
the world to participate, in real time. 
 
CTS will be joining forces with the South  
African online auctions company Meerkat, a 
leader in the field, having conducted over 50 
large cattle and game sales in the last year, all 
with seamless efficiency. 
 
Ro’an van Tonder, owner of Meerkat, said that 
his company had cut online delays down to “a 
split second” using the latest technology, and 
that their UPS-driven platform is not affected by 
power outages.  
 
“We have connected buyers around the globe 
to live cattle and game auctions, even in  
remote farm areas, so we are well geared up 
for our first thoroughbred sale, and excited to 
be involved.” 
 
Auctioneer Andrew Miller said: “Auction sales 
have changed since the advent of Covid-19 
and we have all had to adapt, but it’s safe to 
say that this kind of technology is of high value 
to buyers and sellers.  
 
“Buyers who are not able to attend the sale can 
watch or listen online, and make their bids at 
lightning speed.” 
 
Miller added: “The online offering is supported 
by Meerkat team members who are physically 
present at the live sale, one of whom acts as 
an extra bid spotter, focussing only on the bids 
being struck on their platform. 
 
“I, as the auctioneer, perform my customary  
duties on the podium, while interacting with the 
Meerkat representative in his capacity as a bid 

spotter.  There is no lag time waiting for online 
bids to come through. When they do, they  
reflect instantly, to compete with the bids struck 
in the live arena.” 
 
Grant Knowles, Marketing and Bloodstock  
Director for CTS, reminded buyers who will not 
be at the live sale, that they should register  
before 13 March on the Meerkat website,  
 
www.meerkatonline.co.za  
 
“This is exciting, modern technology which 
takes us a step forward,” he added. 
 
For more information:   
Grant Knowles : grant@cthbs.com 
Amanda Carey : amanda@cthbs.com 
 
Download the Meerkat app to register (before 
13 March) and to bid on 14 March. 
Samsung and Android: 
 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat 
 
 iPhone and IOS Apple: 
 
https://apple.co/2yDd362 
 
Or register, bid and follow auctions LIVE on the 
Meerkat website: 
 
▪️https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/
authentication/login  
▪️ www.meerkatonline.co.za 
 
Meerkat contact details: 
 
Ro'an van Tonder: 082 567 0069  
Jaap Coetzer: 083 234 9586 (iOS) 
Henno Bakker: 072 458 327 (Android) 

 
 

Online innovation for Cape Premier Sale 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.meerkatonline.co.za
mailto:grant@cthbs.com
mailto:amanda@cthbs.com
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat
https://apple.co/2yDd362
https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/authentication/login
https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/authentication/login
http://www.meerkatonline.co.za
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CPYS Graduates dominated-from Page 6 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/


14 

 

By now, every racing enthusiast around the 
world knows of the Gordon Elliott fiasco.  
 
They share that knowledge with perhaps most 
of the news-literate world, and this, of course, is 
where horse racing got its umpteenth public 
hammering this week – perhaps its hardest 
blow ever! 
 
For those who woke up late: A photograph 
(taken some time ago), posted on Twitter, 
showed the accomplished trainer, at his work 
establishment, sitting on a dead horse (that  
collapsed in training) while talking on the 
phone, smiling and making a ‘V’ sign with his 
hand – peace, love, coolness, all-is-okay,  
whatever. 
 
Understandably, wrote Jane Mangan in Cork 
News, (once the photo was revealed), “in every 

headline news on every media outlet  
throughout the week, racing has found its  
reputation pinned to a dartboard for anyone 
with an opinion to fire at the bullseye.” 
 
The condemnation came from everywhere, it 
was harsh and had severe career  
consequences for Elliott in a situation in which 
he could not possibly provide an acceptable 
answer. 
 
The outbursts from animal welfare activists 
aside, here are a a few from within racing: 
 
Former star jockey Ruby Walsh, speaking on 
RTE, said: “A picture paints a thousand words, 
but I think that picture only painted one – and 
that’s ‘indefensible.’ When I looked at it, I felt 
angry, I felt embarrassed for my sport and I felt 
very sad.” (to Page 16) 

Where to now after Gordon Elliott saga? 

Pic: RacingFotos 
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(Pic: Rex Features) 
Lydia Hislop, (above) writing for Sporting Life,  
assessed: “nothing has breached the racing 
bubble quite like that image of Elliott. 
Unlike the occasions on which practitioners 
have argued that their actions fell within the 
normal boundaries of a horseman’s behaviour 
– those mystical lores that civilians have no 
right to question – this image was instantly and 
democratically identifiable as improper.” 
                       
Hislop termed this a possible ‘watershed  
moment’ for racing and argued: “Morgan (the 
dead horse)... stands for the trust that racing 
fans – by being interested in the sport – and 
wider society – by permitting it to get on with 
regulating itself – invest in its participants to 
look after the wellbeing, welfare and dignity of 
the animals involved.  
 
To treat them with respect, in life and death. 
Once that bond is broken, the racing industry 
knows it can’t simply protest ‘the horse comes 
first’ or ‘the welfare of the horse is paramount’ 
because it won’t be believed.” 
 
Worryingly, Hislop writes: “So, perhaps those in 
the industry who have spoken out sense an 
existential fight in the air.  
 
A powerfully explicit image with a global reach, 
depicting a high-profile trainer, is a new  
frontier!” 

What Hislop is suggesting is that this image 
could have the same ramifications for racing as 
the image of George Floyd with a policeman’s 
boot on his neck had on our societies in the last 
year – it literally changed the world we live in 
today! 
 
What can we, as devoted racing enthusiasts, 
do in the aftermath of the Elliott debacle. We’ve 
cried, condemned, and tried to put out the fires 
from our disgusted friends and colleagues. 
 
Now what? 
 
First of all, it is what it is. Let the incident be. 
Then, protect and fight for racing in the same 
way animal activists and others will be fighting 
against it. Be proud, proclaim your support with 
the same militant aggression they are going to 
throw at us. 
 
Patrick Lawrence Gilligan, in a column written 
for Thoroughbred Racing Commentary (TRC), 
wrote last month, and well before this incident: 
“I am going to be an optimist for once, I am  
going to ignore all the facts, the data, human 
nature, all the dinosaur bones, and deliver an 
upbeat message through the medium of 
horseracing. 
 
“Because in 2020 this declining, ever-less-
relevant industry (in most people's eyes  
anyway) delivered us diversion, (to Page 19)

Where to now after Elliott saga?-from Page 14 
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entertainment, excitement and - perhaps most 
importantly - days to look forward to. And that is 
something to really be happy about! 

          (Above—Patrick Laurence Gilligan) 
“Horseracing people are a tough bunch, the 
riders especially, but also the grooms, hot  
walkers, and the trainers who have to take the 
financial risk entering such a competitive  
business. 

“It is a dangerous but beautiful sport. A bit like 
life. An analogy to life. Life is exciting, beautiful, 
but can suddenly without warning turn ugly, 
turn chaotic. Eventually, though, the sun comes 
out again. 
 
“And so it goes, the world keeps turning,  
another race is run, Thoroughbred racing has 
kept going for 400 years now.  
 
“The great, the humble, the famous, the anony-
mous, the fabulously wealthy and the equally 
fabulously poor, bound together by a love of the 
horse. 
 
“They really are the stars of the show, of the 
industry. Whenever this sport reaches the 
mainstream (for good reasons), whenever it 
captures the public's imagination and heart, it is 
because of the horses. Seabiscuit, Secretariat, 
American Pharaoh, Desert Orchid, Enable. 

“Perhaps all we have to do for the sport of 
horseracing to survive and thrive, is just take 
care of the beautiful Thoroughbreds that are at 
the centre of it all.  
 
“Perhaps all we have to do is treat them with 
respect. Maybe all we have to do is show how 
we love them, for other people to grow to love 
the sport also.  
 
“We are very lucky if that is all we have to do to 
carry on having a good life. 
 
“The glass is more than half full, let’s not spill 
anything.” 
 
Oh, so true. But how much have we spilt this 
last week? 
 
Originally published internationalracingclub  

Where to now after Elliott saga?-from Page 16 

People are People corner 


