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Malmoos faces a big dilemma 

Talking to Business Day on Thursday, De Kock 
said: “I rate Catch TwentyTwo a huge danger 

against my runner.” His runner is the ruling 
14-10 favourite Malmoos (pictured). 

However, the eight-times champion trainer  
remained bullish. “My fellow is 100% fit and if 
he wins on Saturday,  I believe he’ll go on and 
take the Triple Crown.” 

Turffontein trainer Paul Peter and jockey Gavin 
Lerena will fancy their chances of turning the 
tables on Malmoos as Catch TwentyTwo was 
closing in throughout the final 200m of the 
Gauteng Guineas. The slight concern is the 
Elusive Fort gelding’s wide draw. 

If a punter is in the De Kock camp, the  
quandary is when to back Malmoos. Last  
Friday The Gatekeeper was quoted at 15-10 
for the Cape Derby, but bookies freely offered 

4-1 close to the race. It might be prudent to 
leave a wager closer to “off” time. 

Stablemates Copper Mountain and Second 
Base are again in the line-up, but there seems 
no reason they can upset the two fancied  
candidates. Nevertheless, it must be said both 
geldings have done their connections proud 
this term. 

Malmoos’s stablemate Al Muthana has been a 
disappointment since winning his maiden and 
the Aussie import now gets the blinkers fitted. 
He looks unlikely to cause an upset, a remark 
which also applies to the Sean Tarry duo of 
Shah Akbar and Flying Carpet. 

With the defection of Anything Goes, the 
Wilgerbosdrift SA Fillies Classic should be little 
more than a lap of honour for Paul Matchett’s 

The title of the 1994 hit movie Clear And Present Danger perfectly sums up Mike de Kock’s 
feelings on Saturday’s grade 1 WSB SA Classic at Turffontein, write David Mollett.               

Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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Pack Leader cost this writer dearly with his poor 
run in the Summer Cup, yet he seems to have 

come right in his past two outings and gets the 
vote for a fourth career win. 

Courtesy of Business Day. 

 

  

 

Malmoos faces a big dilemma —from Pg 1 
star War Of Athena. Victory will take the Act Of 
War filly’s earnings to more than R1m. 

Sparkling Water carries the colours of the spon-
sors and De Kock’s comment was: “It’s a rise in 
class but I’m hopeful she’ll make the first three.” 

Despite her habit of forfeiting valuable ground 
at the start, Piere Strydom’s mount, Miss  
Elegance, goes to post in good order and 
should earn another place cheque. 

A much better betting race is the Aquanaut 
Handicap which sees 12 runners compete over 
2,400m. The principals are likely to be Don’t 
Look Back, Tyrus Express, Odd Rob, Smoking 
Hot and African Adventure. 

Warren Kennedy is a realist and will know his 
Classic mounts have little chance, but it could 
be a different story on Candice Dawson’s  
runner Smoking Hot.  

While the filly always loses ground when the 
gates open, this may not matter too much over 
this marathon trip and she makes plenty of  
appeal with just 52kg on her back. 

The handicapper must be wondering when he’s 
going to catch up with Don’t Look Back, with  
St John Gray’s five-year-old given a six-point 
penalty for his latest win. Still, he is carrying 
only 53.5kg compared with 58kg last time out. 

African Adventure is weighted to turn the tables 
on Chitengo, and Muzi Yeni should not be far 
away on the Matchett inmate Tyrus Express. 

Got The Greenlight, stablemate of African  
Adventure, returns to action in the Hawaii 
Stakes with his first appearance since his  
gallant second in the 2020 Durban July.  

 
It might be unwise to back the colt after such a 
long absence, but the market will be the best 
guide. 

Expressfromtheus is weighted to get the better 
of Lady Of Steel this time, but there are plenty 
with chances including Paul Peter’s three-year-

old MK’s Pride and Clinton Binda’s consistent 
six-year-old Whorly Whorly. 

         Molly’s Turffontein selections   

1st  Race: No Selection 
2nd Race: No Selection 
3rd Race: (4) Golden Spoon (1) Lucy Belle  
(2) Belle Of Belize (6) Gal Gadot 
4th Race: (1) Veld Flower (6) All Aglow  

(2) Lady Amherst (4) Making A Scene 
5th Race: (10) Smoking Hot (8) Tyrus Express 
(4) African Adventure (9) Don’t Look Back 
6th Race: (1) War Of Athena (6) Sparkling  
Water (3) Miss Elegance (8) Netta 
7th Race: (1) Malmoos (2) Catch TwentyTwo 
(3) Copper Mountain (4) Second Base 
8th Race: (6) Pack Leader (7) Whorly Whorly 
(1) Got The Green Light (11) MK’s Pride 
9th Race: (4) Forever Mine (6) Double ‘O’ Eight 
(10) BattleofTrafalgar (3) Down To Zero 
10th Race: (4) Bowie (6) Battle Force  
(11) Namaqualand (3) Holy Man  

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, CLICK 
THIS LINK FOR PAST ISSUES  

www.turftalk.co.za  

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Rainbow Bridge (above) and Golden Ducat have arrived back at the Milnerton Training Centre this 
week, having spent a month’s holiday at Soetendal Estate in Wellington. With the Cape Summer 
Season now over, attention turns to Champions Season in KZN, tweeted Mauritzfontein this  
morning. The half-brothers have a remarkable six G1’s between them. 

Brothers gearing up for next KZN battle 
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Nominations for the R200,000 Klawervlei Farm Sale on Sunday 21 March at Durbanville 
came out just as we went to press. Kommetdieding (Elusive Fort), a R55,000 buy took the 
honours last year, and we all know what he has done since for owner Ashwin Reynolds 
(above left). There could be another  potential future champion here.  
 
Only three of the sixteen have raced, with the standout Candice Bass-Robinson’s filly  
Global Goddess (Global View). She was fourth only two lengths off subsequent easy Fillies  
Nursery winner Gimme Dat last time.    
 

R 200,000    1250m     KLAWERVLEI FARM SALE (Non - Black Type) 

For 2-year-olds   

 7 DRENGS FERRY       (2C) 60.0   0   Justin Snaith       

14 FOREVER BILL       (2C) 60.0   0   Vaughan Marshall    

 3 HOT SUMMER         (2C) 60.0   0   Brett Crawford      

10 JUSTFORKIX         (2C) 60.0   0   Justin Snaith       

16 MASKED VIGILANTE   (2C) 60.0   0   Brett Crawford      

12 OCEAN WARRIOR      (2C) 60.0   0   Justin Snaith       

15 PERSISTANCE        (2G) 60.0   0   Mike Stewart        

 8 SHESH BESH         (2G) 60.0   0   Justin Snaith       

 6 STAR MASTER        (2C) 60.0   0   Brett Crawford      

 1 DUNNEBALL          (2F) 57.5   0   Paul Reeves         

 4 GLOBAL GODDESS     (2F) 57.5   0   Candice Bass-Robin  

 5 OH SO SQUISHY      (2F) 57.5   0   Glen Kotzen         

 9 QUEEN MARGOT       (2F) 57.5   0   Vaughan Marshall    

13 SILVER SLIPPERS    (2F) 57.5   0   Justin Snaith       

11 SYDNEY SLICKER     (2F) 57.5   0   Glen Kotzen         

 2 ZAMBAQ             (2F) 57.5   0   Justin Snaith       

   (16) 

 

Supplementary Entries Close: 11h00 Friday 12 March 2021 

Declarations by: 11h00 Monday 15 March 2021 

Entries for Klawervlei Farm Sale race 
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It was a clean sweep for graduates of the 
2020 Cape Premier Yearling Sale in  
Saturday’s G3 Cape Of Good Hope Nursery, 
with Premier Sale buys Cosmic Highway, 
Ambiorix and Sheldon finishing 1-2-3. 
 
Excitingly enough, the 2021 Cape Premier 
Yearling Sale will be offering siblings to all with 
Cosmic Highway having Querari half-brother 
(Lot 40) on offer, Ambiorix a Var half-sister  
(Lot 49), and Sheldon a Pomodoro half-brother 
(Lot 152) on offer at this year’s Premier Sale. 
 
Trainer Dean Kannemeyer looks to have a very 
exciting two-year-old on his hands in the form 
of Cosmic Highway (below). He defied a tardy 
start when maintaining his unbeaten record.  . 

Impressive Listed Summer Juvenile Stakes 
winner Ambiorix was all the rage for the Cape 
Nursery with that Vercingetorix colt starting a 
warm favourite for the two-year-old sprint  
feature. 
 
Under Keagan De Melo, Cosmic Highway 
made a hash of the start, as Danilo Danilovitch 
led early, with favourite Ambiorix tucked in off 
the front runner. 
 
While Ambiorix launched his challenge, De  
Melo had the Khaya Stables owned Cosmic 
Highway in full stride, and the latter powered 
away to score by a hugely impressive two and 
a half lengths. The favourite was not disgraced 
back in second, and finished three lengths 
clear of third place finisher Sheldon. 
 
Bred by Maine Chance Farms, Cosmic  
Highway made it two wins from as many starts 
by scoring in a time of 72.37 seconds. 
 
The 31st stakes winner for  the More Than 
Ready horse Gimmethegreenlight, Cosmic 

Highway was knocked down to Form  
Bloodstock’s Jehan Malherbe for R400 000 at 
the 2020 Cape Premier Yearling Sale. 
 
The unbeaten rising star is out of the winning 
Silvano mare Cosmic Dream, who also ranks 
as the dam of G2 The Debutante winner  
Cosmic Light (by Querari). 
 
Boom sire Gimmethegreenlight also supplied 
the winner of Saturday’s G3 Kenilworth Fillies 
Nursery when the unbeaten Gimme Dat, a 
R450 000 buy from the 2020 Premier Sale, 
came from last to win in scintillating style. 
 
Under Grant Van Niekerk, the Bjorn Nielsen 
owned two-year-old showed an impressive turn 
of foot to mow down her rivals and win the 
2021 Kenilworth Fillies Nursery by two and 
three quarter lengths, with trainer Justin Snaith 
saddling the first, second (Winter Mosaic) and 
third (Super Siri) home in the Fillies Nursery. 
 
Bred by the Lammerskraal Stud, Gimme Dat 
had been an impressive winner of her only  
previous start, when recording a one and a half 
length victory over 1000m. 
 
Out of the dual winning Western Winter mare 
Mizzen Mist, Gimme Dat (below) is a full-sister 
to 2020 Listed Drum Star Handicap winner 
Green Haze. 

Sire sensation Gimmethegreenlight has a 
cracking, 13 strong draft on offer at this year’s 
Cape Premier Yearling Sale, with his draft  
including a filly (Lot 56) from the family of  
Sadler’s Wells, Nureyev and Blame, a sister 
(Lot 71) to Horse Of The Year Simona, and a 
filly (Lot 95) out of dual G2 Camellia Stakes 
winner Joan Ranger. 

  

1-2-3 for Cape Premier Sale graduates   
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 The CTS Cape Premier Yearling Sale at De 
Grendel Estate on 14 March has received an 
innovative boost which will complement the 
live auction and strengthen the buyers’ 
bench, by allowing bidders from all parts of 
the world to participate, in real time. 

 
CTS will be joining forces with the South  
African online auctions company Meerkat, a 
leader in the field, having conducted over 50 
large cattle and game sales in the last year, all 
with seamless efficiency. 
 
Ro’an van Tonder, owner of Meerkat, said that 
his company had cut online delays down to “a 
split second” using the latest technology, and 
that their UPS-driven platform is not affected by 
power outages.  
 
“We have connected buyers around the globe 
to live cattle and game auctions, even in  
remote farm areas, so we are well geared up 
for our first thoroughbred sale, and excited to 
be involved.” 
 
Auctioneer Andrew Miller said: “Auction sales 
have changed since the advent of Covid-19 
and we have all had to adapt, but it’s safe to 
say that this kind of technology is of high value 
to buyers and sellers. Buyers who are not able 
to attend the sale can watch or listen online, 
and make their bids at lightning speed.” 
 
Miller added: “The online offering is supported 
by Meerkat team members who are physically 
present at the live sale, one of whom acts as 

an extra bid spotter, focussing only on the bids 
being struck on their platform. 
 
I, as the auctioneer, perform my customary  
duties on the podium, while interacting with the 
Meerkat representative in his capacity as a bid 
spotter.  There is no lag time waiting for online 
bids to come through. When they do, they  
reflect instantly, to compete with the bids struck 
in the live arena.” 
 
Grant Knowles, Marketing and Bloodstock  
Director for CTS, reminded buyers who will not 
be at the live sale, that they should register  
before 13 March on the Meerkat website, 
www.meerkatonline.co.za and added: “This is 
exciting, modern technology which takes us a 
step forward!” 
 
For more information:   
Grant Knowles : grant@cthbs.com 
Amanda Carey : amanda@cthbs.com 
 
Download the Meerkat app to register (before 
13 March) and to bid on 14 March. 
Samsung and Android: 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat 
 
 iPhone and IOS Apple: 
https://apple.co/2yDd362 
 
Or register, bid and follow auctions LIVE on the 
Meerkat website: 
 
▪️https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/
authentication/login  
▪️ www.meerkatonline.co.za 
 
Meerkat contact details: 
Ro'an van Tonder: 082 567 0069  
Jaap Coetzer: 083 234 9586 (iOS) 
Henno Bakker: 072 458 327 (Android) 

Online innovation for Cape Premier Sale 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.meerkatonline.co.za
mailto:grant@cthbs.com
mailto:amanda@cthbs.com
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=za.co.dankospark.meerkat
https://apple.co/2yDd362
https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/authentication/login
https://portal.meerkatonline.co.za/authentication/login
http://www.meerkatonline.co.za
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CPYS Graduates dominated-from Page 6 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Veteran jockey Scott Stevens, one of only 35 
riders in history to win in excess of 5,000 
races, has announced his retirement after 
being involved in a Feb. 24 spill at Turf  
Paradise. Stevens, 60, is the older brother of 
Hall of Fame rider Gary Stevens. 
 
“He had an unbelievable career and he is my 
hero,” Gary Stevens wrote on Twitter. 
 
Stevens went down in a turf race after another 
horse came over on him shortly after the start. 
He broke two vertebrae and his ribs as a result 
of the spill. He was told by doctors that he could 
ride again, but that it would take six months to a 
year before he would be able to return. 
 
“I just think it's time to retire,” he said. “I have 
no doubt I could come back and ride, but with 
the risk I would be taking with an injury like this, 
it wouldn't be worth it. It's been a great career.” 
 
Stevens broke in in 1976, accepting his first 
mount as a 15-year-old at Les Bois Park in his 
native Idaho. Over the years, he established 
himself as the top rider at Turf Paradise and 
one of the top riders at Canterbury Downs. He 
won nine titles at Turf Paradise and three at 
Canterbury. 
 
When asked what he is most proud of when it 
comes to his career, he said, “That I was able 
to do it for so long. I know I didn't always do it at 
the top tracks, but wherever I rode, I was  
successful. A lot had to do with my agent and a 
lot had to do with the owners and trainers who 
had faith in me and put me on good horses. 
That made it fun.” 
 
In 2019, he was honoured with the George 
Woolf Award, which is given annually at Santa 
Anita to a jockey who demonstrates high  
standards of professional and personal conduct 
both on and off the track. 
 
“That was really cool winning that award. It was 
a big thrill,” he said. 
 
Stevens said he has yet to make any plans 
when it comes to his future. 
 
“I don't know what I will do, but I am sure it will 
be something to do with the racetrack,” he said.  
 
For now, I just want to get well. I can't do  
anything. I can't throw a frisbee to the dog. I 
have to stay as immobile as possible.” 

(Scott Stevens. Pic-Coady Photos) 
 

According to Equibase, Stevens had 33,447 
mounts and rode 5,049 winners. 
 
“I have been very lucky and I am proud of the 
way things went,” he said. 
 
     www.thoroughbreddailynews.com 
 
Piere Strydom is the only SA jockey to have 
reached the magical 5000 mark. A milestone he 
passed on Joey Ramsden’s Act Of War at  
Kenilworth in the Selangor Cup on  
22 November 2014. His current tally is 5245  
according to sahorseracing.co.za. –tt 

5,000+ race winning jockey retires  

                                              

 

 

          Wilgerbosdrift SA Fillies Classic  
1-4  War Of Athena      
8-1  Miss Elegance 
10-1  Gee For Go, Sparkling Water 
14-1  Caralluma 
20-1  Magical Flight, Netta 
50-1  Only The Brave 

WSB SA Classic 
13-10 Malmoos 
18-10 Catch TwentyTwo 
8-1  Copper Mountain  
10-1  Second Base 
20-1  Al Muthana, Dr Doolittle 
25-1  Bingwa, Flying Carpet, Shah Akbar 
40-1  Kingley’s Heart 
                          ggg.gaming.bet         
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The Robbie Griffiths-Mathew De Kock stable 
hatched a plan some time ago involving a 
trio of fillies and potential breeding value. 

It involved a Group 3 at Flemington this  
Saturday and, to date, everything has gone  
according to that plan. Now the horses have to 
play their part. 

"We had a thought process that sometimes  
after the Blue Diamond series a lot of the two-
year-olds are fatigued and they can go to the 
paddock," Griffiths said. We thought we would 
hold our fillies back a little bit in the hope that 
this race might be light on for overall volume 
and it actually did turn out that way." 

At a broodmare sale, the breeding page lists if 
the mare is a G1 winner, G1-placed, G2 winner, 
G2-placed etc…..but it doesn't say how many  
other horses were in the field or the quality of 
them. 

That makes a G3 fillies race with only seven 
runners like Saturday so appealing. And the 
Griffiths-De Kock stable trains three of the  
seven. 

"It gives our fillies a chance to potentially get 
into that top four, doesn't always work that way 
as we might run fifth, sixth, seventh," Griffiths 
said. “On Tempest Charm's best form, on her  
Moonee Valley run at her first start, she could 
easily run top three and win the race because 
she can run. 

     (Tempest Charm—pic Racing Photos) 
"De Long Star was terrific on debut and looks 
as though she keeps coming and, with the extra 
distance, she could run into top four and get 
that all important black type.  

“De La Fayette is a really well-bred Written  
Tycoon filly that closed well on debut behind La 
Rocque, so using that form line, it wouldn't  
surprise if she could rise to the occasion. 
They've all got some black-type pedigree too, 
so that's why we loaded the bases because 
they're all in there for the same reason." 

Griffths and De Kock’s best hope is promising 
colt, Daily Bugle, in the Sires' Produce. 

"Unfortunately, he's drawn a horrible barrier, 13 
of 14, but he's quite a talented horse," he said 
of the two-year-old.He ran super at Sandown. 
He won well on debut but we had to ride him 
back at Sandown, but he hit the line fantastic to 
run second to Lightsaber. 

"He'll need a bit of luck in running but he's a 
horse that can run very well." www.racing.com 
 

Master plan to bear fruit at Flemington? 
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Saudi Cup winner Mishriff (Ire) (Make  
Believe {GB}) will make his next appearance 
in the G1 Dubai Sheema Classic on Dubai 
World Cup night at Meydan on Mar. 
27, Racing Post reports.  

After winning the world's richest race in his  
second try on the dirt, the 4-year-old Mishriff 
had been considered a leading candidate for 
the $12-million G1 Dubai World Cup.  

But he will instead return to the turf for the $6-
million Sheema Classic and step up to a mile 
and a half for the first time. Mishriff won the G1 
Prix du Jockey Club and G2 Prix Guillaume 
d'Ornano last summer. 

Trainer John Gosden (right) told Racing Post: 
 
 “This morning we've accepted an invitation for  
Mishriff to run in the Dubai Sheema Classic.  
 
“He's a versatile horse and we've always  
wanted to try him over a mile and a half.  

“This will then give him plenty of time for a 
break before tackling Royal Ascot in June and 
the Eclipse S. at Sandown the following 
month.” 

Mishriff missing World Cup 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 
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