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Clouds dispersing to Drakenstein 

Where she has a date with the mysterious Mr X 
later in the year. 

“It’s a bittersweet moment and I’m sad to see 
her go, but it’s the right time. She’s definitely 
the best filly I have trained so far. And a huge 
thank you to Mrs Gaynor Rupert and  
Drakenstein Stud for supporting me early in my 
training career and sending me a filly of this 
calibre,” commented Mrs Bass-Robinson this 
morning.  

“She was a pleasure to train. Like all top  
fillies she had her quirks and liked to stamp her 
authority every now and then. But that bit of 
edginess made her what she was. 

“We knew from the start that she was decent, 
but we had a quite a few good juvenile fillies 

that season. But once she raced, she moved 
on to a different level.”  

And her trainer finds it difficult to decide as to 
which of her Majorca Stakes wins was the  
highlight of her career.    

“Any horse’s opening Grade 1 victory is  
special, so I would have to go for her 2019 win, 
where she came up the outside, and beat three 
Grade 1 winners in Lady In Black, Front And 
Centre and Snowdance very convincingly. 

“But the second one where she got to Celtic 
Sea very late was just as exciting. The manner 
of her wins always made them memorable, but 
her late closing style meant she wasn’t the  
easiest to watch in her races, and I was always 
nervous.” (to Page 2)  

Newly retired dual Grade 1 winner Clouds Unfold (What A Winter) enjoyed her last day in 
the care of the always elegant Candice Bass-Robinson (above) on Tuesday and relocated 

to her ancestral home Drakenstein Stud this morning,  

Pic-Wayne Marks.  Jonathan Snaith, Richard Fourie and Justin Snaith enjoy Captain’s Ransom’s Majorca win. Pic: Wayne Marks  
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But who her first suitor is to be remains a  
mystery: “We only discuss matings in June, and 
Mrs Rupert will decide then who she goes to.” 

Bass Stables media co-ordinator, and top  
racing photographer Chase Liebenberg took the 
great ‘farewell’ images used with this story. 

“We all spent some quiet time with her  
yesterday, and I got quite emotional editing the 
pictures,” he admitted.  

Clouds Unfold was the first Gr1 winner for 
champion sprinter and now Drakenstein stallion 
What A Winter (Western Winter), who himself 
won no less than four Gr1’s for Candice’s father 
- legendary trainer Mike Bass -between 2011 
and 2013. 

I think it’s safe to say that some of her eagerly 
awaited future offspring will be heading  
Candiice’s way in the years to come. 

Last word  

But the final word has to go to Mrs Gaynor  
Rupert herself: “Clouds Unfold has been  
nothing but a pleasure from the day she was 
born. I bought her granddam Issa (to Page 4)  

Clouds dispersing to Drakenstein—from Pg 1 

The Racing Manager 
Drakenstein Stud Racing Manager Kevin  
Sommerville has been involved in the story 
from the outset and had his own reflections.      
 
“A sad part about her career was the fact that 
she suffered a horrendous injury in Durban as a 
three-year-old and was never able to display 
her undoubted class there.  

“She got loose, fell over on a road, and 
snapped her tuber coxae. But she came back 
to win another Majorca after that, showing her 
resilience. 

“She didn’t win as many Grade 1 ‘s as Inara (5) 
or Oh Susanna (4), but for us she was as  
talented as the two of them. It’s been a great 
career, but if she hadn’t had those issues she 
may have achieved even more. 

“It’s been a real privilege to have raced her, and 
she’s certainly always been one of Mrs Rupert’s 
favourites.  

“She had that rare brilliance where at times it 
seemed like she could do anything, and she 
could quicken like very few others.” 

Clouds Unfold  runs down Celtic Sea as two champions battle out the Majorca of 2020. Pic: Wayne Marks 
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in England and put her in foal to  
Montjeu. Issa travelled home to SA with a  
Pivotal colt at foot (Pivotal Pursuit who won 9 
times) and in foal to Montjeu. The resulting filly 
Montelissima was unplaced but as a broodmare 
she produced Clouds Unfold and now has her 
full sister Duplicity running and another full  
sister born last year. 

“My favourite race was when she beat Celtic 

Sea. I literally saw her turn her head and  
eyeball her as if to say there’s no way you’re 
going to beat me!  

“Candice did a fantastic job with her and all 
credit to her and her team. She also gave her 
so much love and special treatment, I’m sure it 
helped Clouds achieve what she did. We’re all 
very excited to have her back on the farm and 
we will be debating who to send her to. It’s  
early days but a date with Lancaster Bomber is 
not out of the question.” -tt 

Clouds dispersing to Drakenstein—from Pg 2 

L-R Sommerville, Domeyer, Bass-Robinson and Mrs Rupert after Sceptre Stakes win in 2019. Pic: Wayne Marks 



5 

 



6 

 

The Eastern Cape will on Friday be trying to 
win the R85 000 Listed Breeders Guineas 
for the first time since 2017, writes Henk 
Steenkamp. 
 
Beataboutthebush, trained by Alan Greeff, was 
the last local winner of this race for 3 year-old 
fillies over 1600m. The last three victories all 
went to the Cape Town raiders and they are 
again very strong this time with five of the eight 
fillies in Friday's race making the trip from Cape 
Town to Fairview. 
 
The Greeff stable will again be carrying the  
local hopes with Santa Therese in great form. 
She won her last two starts and will have Greg 
Cheyne in the irons but this will be her toughest 
test yet. All five visitors are capable of winning 
this and big challenges are expected from  
especially Gertrude Bell (pictured), Brave New 
World and So Flawless. 

 
  
 

PE seek revenge in Breeders Guineas 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, CLICK 
THIS LINK FOR PAST ISSUES  

www.turftalk.co.za  

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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Jockey John Gorton (centre) rode Jollify to dead-heat with Sea Cottage in the famous  
Rothman’s July of 1967.  Far left is Stanley Gorton, who trained Excise to win in 1958, and next 
to him is Jack Gorton, who trained the filly Diza to glory in 1962. Second right is Granville Gorton, 
who won on  Hussein in 1927, and far right is Arthur Gorton, who was up for Kipling’s win in 1940.     

Never to be repeated corner 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

In a world first, a Labrador named Bear is 
helping Racing NSW stewards to catch 
cheats and ensure the integrity of the sport 
in the state. 
 
Since July, dog handler Jared Rodger has been 
training his nine-year-old golden Labrador to 
sniff out devices such as jiggers and he’s  
already had success.  
 
Chief steward Marc Van Gestel was excited to 
have another way of exposing cheats. 
 
“Jared told us that as part of his appointment 
that he’d be able to train Bear in the detection 
of not only substances (like drugs) but  
electronic devices,” Van Gestel said. 
 
“We don’t advertise when we’re conducting 
those operations and it’s the element of  
surprise in trying to catch people doing the 
wrong thing that we’re endeavouring to 
achieve,” Van Gestel said. 
 
“Initially there was some surprise that we’ve 
gone to these lengths to uphold the integrity of 
the sport but most people in the industry are 
supportive of integrity issues.” 
 
“We don’t think electronic devices are a big 
problem in the industry but we wanted to have 
the deterrent factor there and if anyone is using 
on we’ll catch them. We’ve got to keep moving 
and this is something that’s proven to work. 
 
“I am a bit surprised (it hasn’t been used  
before) because it works in other areas.  
 
“If you go to any airport they’re there. Bear is  
outstanding and he’s trained to perfection.” 
 
Rodger, who had seven years’ experience in 
the NSW Police Dog Squad, said Bear didn’t 
take long to detect a new type of scent after 
previously being trained only to sniff out drugs. 
 

“I had high expectations and he’s met them. It 
hasn’t been easy, introducing a new odour. It’s 
not a large odour by any means but the ease 
he’s locating them now has pleased me.” 
 
Bear was displaying his skills on Wednesday at 
stables owned by Racing NSW, where he’s 
been training. He was finding hidden batteries 
with ease under saddles and inside horse 
floats.  
 
Labradors are great detection dogs but it’s not 
because they can smell any better than other 
breeds: “They have a high food drive which 
makes them easy to train,” Rodger said. 
 
Bear has a few more years of work and he is 
nine, so Racing NSW is already planning his 
successor who will train with Bear before he 
retires.  
                    www.racenet.com.au 

Bear helping stewards find racing cheats 
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Inglis Managing Director Mark Webster was 
delighted with how the week has  
progressed, continuing a remarkable 2021 
yearling sales season where new heights 
have been reached at every Sale across 
Australia so far. 
 
“At this stage, the Premier Session has grossed 
$63 million which is a fantastic number and it 
certainly exceeds the previous record set in 
2017 of $54 million. Last year, it was $48  
million, so compared to last year, it is up 30 per 
cent and it is up 20 per cent on the previous 
record in 2017, which is quite remarkable," 
Webster said. 
 
“There were a similar number of horses who 
were offered in both of those years, so quite 
clearly there’s more demand and it’s more at 
the top of the market. We’re selling double the 
number of horses over $300,000 compared to 
last year. The top of the market is very strong. 
 
“The (clearance rate) is up around 85, 86  
percent. Today was a little weaker than the  
previous two days, but I am sure they will tidy 
that up." 
 
• The Premier Session average ended on 
$141,691, up from $127,259 in 2020. 

• The Premier Session grossed over $63  
million, surpassing the previous record of $54 
million. 

• The clearance rate topped 87 per cent for the 
main session, with 456 horses sold, compared 
to 83 per cent last year when 384 horses sold. 

• The Sale median for the Premier session  
remained at $110,000. 

• Paul Moroney Bloodstock and Michael  
Moroney topped the final day when paying 
$460,000 for Lot 584 (right), the Toronado half-
brother to G1 VRC Derby winner Extra Brut . 

• Gai Waterhouse and Adrian Bott and Kestrel 
Thoroughbreds were the winning bidders on Lot 
560, a top-quality filly by Choisir from the draft 
of Gilgai Farm, paying $400,000. 

• The Showcase Session was co-topped at 
$175,000 by Lot 623 (above), a Flying Artie 
colt, and Lot 802, a colt by Written Tycoon. 

• The Showcase average rose on last year, at 
$46,273, up from $45,642, while the median 
also rose from $36,000 to $40,000 and  
clearance rate was a healthy 84 per cent. 

                 www.tdnausnz.com.au 

Aussie sales are booming  


