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The Gate now open for Snaith  

The withdrawal — due to a leg issue — will  
disappoint both the colt’s fans and bookmakers 

who would have been eager to take on the  
favourite in the betting market. The Gatekeeper 
has now been priced up at 15-10. 

Snaith’s opinion is often lapped up by the  
media, but his latest offering about Saturday’s 
meeting can only be described as baloney. He 
suggested in the Sporting Post that — in time 
— the Cape Derby meeting could rival the 
L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate and Cape Town Met. 

It is understandable that this season’s leading 
trainer might want to give the race, which is 
sponsored by one of his chief patrons, a little 
spin. But Snaith surely realises the Queen’s 
Plate is an internationally acclaimed event and 
the Met is the Cape’s most famous race 
steeped in history. 

Snaith can extend his lead in the trainers log 
with The Gatekeeper, a full brother to 2014 

horse-of-the-year Legislate. It is the colt’s third 
run after a rest, he boasts a win over dual 
grade 1 winner Golden Ducat (above—on right) 
and was drawn on the nearby highway when 
fifth behind Russian Rock in the Guineas. 

Rascallion may fare best of Vaughan  
Marshall’s duo and Anton Marcus rides him for 
the second time.  

He was in the saddle when finishing nearly 
three lengths behind Kommetdieding in the 
Politician Stakes. 

Interestingly, Russian Rock, 100-1 winner of 
the Cape Guineas, also finished three lengths 
behind Kommetdieding when they clashed in 
December so another grade 1 success remains 
a possibility. (to Page 2)  

The shock scratching on Thursday of Kommetdieding — hot favourite for Saturday’s  
Jonsson Workwear Cape Derby at Kenilworth — has left the door open for Justin Snaith’s  

progressive three-year-old The Gatekeeper, writes David Mollett.    ’ 

Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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Whatever his fate on Linebacker, Grant van 
Niekerk is sure to fancy his chances of winning 

the Diadem Stakes on Rio Querari. If the four-
year-old — never further back than second   in 
his last five outings — reproduces his effort  
behind Run Fox Run in the Cape Flying  
Championship he should take the first cheque. 

Candice Bass-Robinson’s five-year-old mare 
Clouds Unfold has bumped two talented sorts 
in Captain’s Ransom and Queen Supreme in 
her past two starts but should pick up the  
winning thread in the grade 3 Vasco Prix du 
Cap. This is a much easier task, and the mare 
can beat home Sleeping Single and Geoff 
Woodruff’s improving three-year-old Maledimo. 

If a punter catches the quartet in the SA  
Bloodstock Cup, he or she will be looking at big 
money. Ashley Fortune and Aldo Domeyer  
captured the 2020 CTS Cup and their Take 
Control has been priced up co-favourite. 

There is an eye-catching jockey booking of  
Anton Marcus for Sean Tarry’s Mounia, who 

made a pleasing Kenilworth debut in January. 

Mounia is a daughter of new sire Rafeef and it 
would be a timely win for breeders sending his 
progeny to Mistico Equestrian Centre on  
Sunday,  and the CTS Premier Yearling Sale at 
De Grendel wine estate on March 14. 

At his price of 10-1, Rod The Mod, a son of Var, 
appeals as a solid each-way chance for the 
Paul Reeves stable. Courtesy of Business Day 

The Gate now open for Snaith—from Page 1 

                                              

Jonsson Workwear Cape Derby  
13-10   The Gatekeeper 
9-2   Rascallion 
5-1   Russian Rock     
11-2           Linebacker 
8-1        Legitimate 
16-1    Firealley, Hoedspruit 
25-1    Bar 

Diadem Stakes 
12-10  Rio Querari 
22-10 Kasimir      
6-1  Russet Air 
7-1  Bold Respect          
14-1  Bar 

Prix du Cap 
9-10  Clouds Unfold 
7-1  Sleeping Single  
8-1  La Quinta 
12-1  Zarina  
14-1  Capitana, Maledimo 
16-1   Bar 
                          ggg.gaming.bet         

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

         Molly’s Turffontein selections   

JONSSON WORKWEAR CAPE DERBY 
1 (5) The Gatekeeper,  2 (4) Rascallion 
3 (2) Russian Rock,  4 (3) Linebacker 

DIADEM STAKES 
1 (3) Rio Querari, 2 (2) Kasimir  

3 (1) Russet Air,  4 (5) Cartel Captain 

PRIX DU CAP 
1 (1) Clouds Unfold, 2 (4) Sleeping Single, 
3 (14) Maledimo,  4 (10) Zarina 

NEW TURF CARRIERS 
1 (9) Sing Out Loud, 2 (11) Captain Flinders 
3 (2) Doublemint, 4 (4) African Night Sky 

SA BLOODSTOCK CUP 
1 (5) Rod The Mod, 2 (13) Mounia,  
3 (15) Take Control, 4 (4) Master Of Time 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Spare a thought for Sihle Cele….. 
 
After his first ever Graded win in the Politician 
Stakes (above), he was all set to score his 
maiden G1 win on Saturday.   
 
Only for Kommetdieding’s extremely badly 
timed minor setback to derail things on  
Thursday. 
 
And given the realities of life for our less highly 
rated jockeys, the chance may not come 
around again for a long while. Especially as 
some dizzying offers have been swirling around 
the brilliant son of Elusive Fort for some time.   
 

“He’s been doing so well, and working like a 
steam train. I was very bullish about Saturday,” 
said a solemn Cele this morning.  
 
“The horse has matured from his last run to 
now, and it is a real pity. But I guess that’s how 
racing goes. One minute you are on cloud nine, 
and the next  you’ve been knocked down again. 
 
“But we live to fight another day, and obviously 
I am thankful that the horse is perfectly fine, 
and will only be on the side-lines for a short  
period.” 
 
And we can all say amen to that.  -tt 

Spare a thought for Sihle...  

Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Hemel ‘n Aarde stud near Hermanus are  
taking 11 to the BSA sale at Mistico  
Equestrian Centre on Sunday (4 as agent). 

They  kick off their draft and the  sale itself  with 
Lot 1, an Alado colt  (above) out of the 
Eyeofthetiger mare Fair Share.   
 
Five of the batch are by Drakenstein stallion 
What A Winter , with the first being Lot 27 
(below). Keenonkelly is a filly out of the Joshua 
Dancer mare Keen Kali, who has already  
produced three winners. 

Lot 41 is Dame Twinings (right). She is the first 
foal of Australian bred Excelebration mare  
Madame de Guava.     

Lot 46 (below ) is the unnamed colt produce of 
Dynasty mare Masai Princess, and is by Master 
Of All       

And below we see What A Winter bay filly Ode 
To The Ocean (Lot 85). Her dam is Model Man 
mare Sea Jewel, who has produced four   
winners to date. (to Page 8) 

 Hemel ’n Aarde taking eleven to Mistico 
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Lot 103 is the first of their What A Winter colts. 
Silver Ducat (below) is out of twice winning  
Silvano mare Tales Of Silver.   

Drakenstein’s Gold Standard has his first  
yearlings on offer at this sale. First of Hemel ‘n 
Aarde’s pair is Lot 128 (below), an unnamed 
colt out of the four-time winning Silvano mare 
Wings Of Fortune.   

Casino Ace (below-Lot 145) is a What A Winter 
colt, and the first produce of Oracy Mare Aunty 
Carol, who won one race 
.  
 

Lot 182 (below) is an unnamed  Gold Standard 
filly whose dam Dvina (by Tara’s Halls) has  
produced three previous winners. 

Lot 183 (below) is another unnamed filly, this 
time by Alado. She is out of Dynasty’s Pride, 
who won four races, and has already produced 
a winner. 
 

Last but not least is the only Time Thief being 
offered by Hemel ‘n Aarde. The filly Evies  
Bandit (below) is out of Evies Pride  
(Rock Of Rochelle), whose only previous foal 
(Evies First) is already a winner.  -tt 

 Hemel ‘n Aarde taking eleven-from Page 6 
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CTS announced today that sixteen  
applications had been received to date for 
the inaugural CTS Gold Rush.  
 
There are 14 slots on offer now, and two  
buy-ins will be available within a year of the 
2021 Cape Premier Yearling Sale at De  
Grendel on 14 March. The 16 runners will  
compete for a total purse of R7,5-million. 
 
“This is most exciting, as the Gold Rush  
concept is the first of its kind in South Africa.  
We are most pleased by the support received 
for this initiative,” said CTS Sales Director, 
Amanda Carey (below). 

 
Prospectors are reminded that the draw for the 
CTS Gold Rush will take place 15 minutes be-
fore the start of the 2021 Cape Premier  
Yearling Sale.  
 
The first 14 names drawn out of the box will be 
awarded a Prospector’s certificate.  

CTS Gold Rush fully subscribed 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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CHAMPION jockey Oisin Murphy has  
revealed he considered quitting racing 
during his cocaine ban. 
 
But the 25-year-old superstar said Frankie  
Dettori - who previously served his own ban for 
testing positive for cocaine - helped talk him out 
of it. 
 
Top jockey Murphy's drugs ban was cut in half 
to three months after authorities accepted his 
'sexual contact' defence. 
 
SunSport exclusively revealed Murphy  
provided the positive urine sample after a race 
meeting at Chantilly in July last year. Murphy 
denies ever taking cocaine and he is free to 
race again from March 11. 
 
But in an interview with Sporting Life, Murphy 
admitted during the dark days of his  
suspension that he thought about giving up the 
sport. 
 
He said: "I felt like the world had turned against 
me, over something I didn't really mean to  
happen. I probably spent a couple of weeks 
thinking about what I should do. 
 
"When I say, 'I wouldn't get back on a horse', 
I'd of course go riding on the roads and watch 
show jumping and ride as a hobby, but whether 
I wanted to race-ride again is something I  
wasn't entirely comfortable with. 
 
"That's something I haven't really touched on 
before, certainly not publicly. But I feel great at 
the moment, I'm in top spirits. But I need to 
achieve again." 
  
"When it came to race-riding again I really had 
to think seriously because there's no point  
doing something that doesn't make you happy." 

Murphy said he draws on Dettori for inspiration 
and the two have remained in close contact 
during his time out. 

 
The jockey, from Cork, Ireland, told the My 
Sporting Mind podcast: "He keeps telling me 
not to go off the rails! I think there were a lot of 
people who were very worried when I suddenly 
found myself with free time. 
 
 "I broke my collar bone once and had 22 days 
off, and I'm after two months on now. People 
were worried. He was one of them. As were my 
employers. 
 
"Even now I get people checking in to make 
sure I haven't done anything stupid, I haven't 
been drinking excessively, which is very kind of 
them. 
 
"It gets repetitive but people have your best 
interests at heart and the last few weeks have 
been a bit different. Now is the chance to prove 
to people, don't write me off." 
 

thesun.co.uk 

Champ almost quit during drug ban 
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