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Aldo’s destiny is Unfolding 

And the same could well apply to the hugely 
talented dual G1 winning mare herself, as there 

appears to be a good chance that this will be 
her farewell racetrack appearance.  

It has already been made clear that she will not 
be going to KZN this winter, and there are no 
upcoming suitable Graded races in Cape Town 
over the coming months.   

“She’s versatile, but 1400m may well be her 
best trip. We were hoping to win another G1 
this summer, but Queen Supreme and  
Captain’s Ransom both won emphatically. 
She’s still got a lot in the tank though,”  
commented regular pilot Domeyer.  

Aldo also rides Russet Air (What A Winter) in 
the G2 Diadem Stakes. He would have a 
fighting chance at best, despite top weight, but 
will have to put a disappointing recent effort in 

the G1 Cape Flying Championship behind him 
– a race he had won in 2020. 

“Going to both Joburg and Durban took a bit 
out of him. He’s never quite come back to  
himself. But you can never discount a horse 
with proven top-class ability. They can pop up 
when you least expect it. 

“In the Derby Firealley (Flower  Alley) has a 
tough task, and if I don’t win I would love to see 
Sihle (Cele – on Kommetdieding-tt) do it – that 
is a very exciting horse. Otherwise I think  
Linebacker is a big runner. 

“My ride Barzalona (Pomodoro) in the Nursery 
is definitely a Group horse. Mr Marshall’s horse 
Ambiorix  looked a bit special on debut, and 
even with a 3kg turnaround he still looks the 
one to beat.” (to Page 2)    

By his own high standards, Aldo Domeyer has had a quiet Cape season. But it could well 
end with a bang on Saturday, where Drakenstein Stud bred and owned Clouds Unfold 

(What A Winter) looks tough to beat in the G3 Prix du Cap over 1400m.  

Aldo enjoys Clouds Unfold’s second Majorca Stakes victory in 2020. Pic: Wayne Marks  
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leave, as riding masters felt he wasn’t going to 
make it. But his determination to become a 

jockey was unshaken.  

“I rode work for Charles Laird in Joburg for a 
year alongside my dad, and that where I really 
learnt the most.” 

He returned to Cape Town in 2005 to complete 
this schooling, and quickly forged the  
connection with Bass Racing which persists to 
this day.  

“I used to leave Elsie’s River in the dark and get 
trains and taxis to Milnerton. I’d put my school 
clothes aside, ride work for Mr Bass and others, 
then go to school.” 

A little-known fact is that Aldo spent a couple of 
years as a starting stalls handler during this  
period, along with current Cape head starter 
Fred Bosman.   

All the while he was reapplying to the academy, 
and in the meantime matriculated with decent 
marks, and started working in his uncle’s  
engineering factory.        

And that persistence was rewarded when he 
was reaccepted in 2007. This time there were 
no hiccups, and his career has been on a 
steady upward trend ever since.  

 His first Grade 1 win was the then J&B Met of 
2013 on Martial Eagle – a 75-1 rank outsider for 
Yogas Govender and Sabine Plattner. 

“That was a big kick start for my career. Before I 
was top 25, but since then I’ve generally been 
in the top 10 in the jockey rankings.” 

Unleashed in the East 

And that consistency brought about his big  
opportunity to move to Hong Kong in April 2019, 
where plenty of success followed. 

“I love their racing – there’s an electric energy. 
Every race is relevant, and each day feels like 
Met day. I’m keen to get back as soon as I can. 

“I’ve been in contact, and am at their 
disposal. They said when things settle down 

they will be in touch, which is positive. I have 
unfinished business over there.” -tt     

“We’ve got nice young horses, and the winners 
are coming. It’s a Bass thing, they are building 

up gradually, and I think we will have a good 
KZN season.” 

Domeyer himself will certainly go into Saturday 
full of confidence, as he scored trebles in the 
last two meetings he rode at – Fairview last  
Friday, and Kenilworth this Monday. 

When Roll In The Hay (Gimmethegreenlight) 
cruised to victory in Port Elizabeth’s  listed  
Lady’s Pendant, she not only notched valuable 
bold black type, but also provided Aldo with a 
personal milestone – his 1000th winner in 
South Africa.      

Best day in racing 

The Candice Bass-Robinson trained Clouds 
Unfold and Russet Air (below) of course both 
won G1’s on Met day in 2020, which Aldo not 
surprisingly remembers fondly.    

“It was my best day in racing so far. Winning 
two Grade 1’s for my stable, and a R5 million 
sales race for my father and stepmother can 
hardly be bettered.” 

That referred to the lucrative CTS 1200 on  
Invidia for Ashley and Andrew Fortune. And  
Andrew’s colourful victory interview was for 
many on course a highlight of the entire day.  

“My father and I are opposite characters.  

Ashley always asks me, ‘are you guys really 
related?’” is Aldo’s smiling comment.  

It’s hard to believe that six months after joining 
the Jockeys Academy in 2003 he was asked to 

Aldo’s destiny is Unfolding—from Page 1 
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The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Drakenstein Stud’s promising young stallion 
Gold Standard (above) has his first  
yearlings up for auction on Sunday, when 
five of his progeny hit the runway at Mistico 
for the BSA Cape Yearling Sale.  
   
Which is fitting, as the seven-year-old son of 
Trippi was himself a product of this sale,  
passing through the ring in 2015.  

Pride of place goes to Lot 3 (below, left), a filly 
out of Australian mare Farzana, and offered up 
by Cheveley Stud.  
 
Then there’s Moutonshoek’s Lot 63 (below, 
right). Let’s Get Together is a colt out of the 
Brazilian mare One Love, who won two races.   

 
(Continues Page 6) 

Gold Standard ensures value at auction  
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From Klawervlei comes Lot 104, an unnamed 
filly (below) out of The Cat Returns. That 
makes her a half sister to Seven Lives 
(Seventh Rock), who won four times over 
1000m from only eight starts.  

Last but not least are a couple being sold by 
Hemel ’n Aarde as agent. Lot 128 (below) is an 
unnamed colt out of the four-time winning  
Silvano mare Wings Of Fortune.   

Finally we have Lot 182 (below). This also   
nameless filly’s dam is Tara’s Halls mare 
Dvina, who produced three previous winners.  

 
Gold Standard (above) looks pretty pleased 
with himself as he surveys the fruit of his 
‘labours’. –tt.   

Gold Standard ensures value-from Page 4  

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za


7 

 



8 

 

Advocate Altus Joubert’s consistently  
successful Riethuiskraal returns to the CTS 
Cape Premier Yearling Sale for the first time 
since 2017 with six yearlings, their biggest 
consignment ever. The farm supplied notes 
on their draft, below: 

Lot 7 OPEN SECRET: (above) This DUKE OF  
MARMALADE filly is out of a stakes-winning 
JET MASTER mare whose strong pedigree 
runs deep – 7 stakes winners in the 2nd and 
3rd dam. She’s a strong, well-built filly with a lot 
of substance and a deep girth. 
 
Lot 11 PLATINUM RUN: This ERUPT filly out 
of a Fort Wood mare is closely related to  
Master Keys, Gr1 winner GLOBAL NEWS and 
Champion ABLE FRIEND. She is handsome, 
strong and has good balance 
 
Lot 37 COWBOY JACK: This CANFORD 
CLIFFS colt is out of Club Captain, a Captain 
Al sprinting mare who won 5 times over 
1000m.  He is a beautiful, balanced colt and a 
racy looking individual. He has good length of 
reign, strong shoulder and quarter. 
 

Lot 83 IRON MONGER: This TIME THIEF colt 
is out of a stakes winner of 6 races, by the 
Champion Broodmare Sire DANEHILL  
DANCER. The mare is closely related to LILY 
OF THE VALLEY (Champion 3-year-old filly of 
Europe) and MUBTAAHIJ (Champion 3-year-
old miler in UAE). He’s a leggy colt, with good 
length of reign and shoulder. 
 
Lot 96 LEAD DRUMMER: This FUTURA colt is 
out of JOSHUA’S MISTRESS, a stakes winner 
of 4 races who also ran 3rd in the Cape Fillies 
Guineas G1. He is a well-balanced, leggy  
individual. A classy colt for the classics. 
 
Lot 180 EURYDICE: (below) This filly by  
RAFEEF is out of a female line steeped in 
stakes winners and sheer class. The mare is by 
the World Champion Daylami and is half-sister 
to the G2 winner and G1, 2nd placed CARRY 
ON KATIE, who produced the Champion  
sprinter and older female in South Africa,  
CARRY ON ALICE. She won 5x G1 sprints, 
including the Mercury and Computaform  
against the colts. She also ran 2nd in another 4 
G1 events. The filly is strong and well-grown, 
covers a lot of ground and has good length of 
rein.  capethoroughbredsales.com 

Reithuiskraal returns with a bang 

https://capethoroughbredsales.com/news/riethuiskraal-returns-to-cpys-with-six-classy-prospects
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After an incredible victory in the world’s 
richest race, Mishriff is the new favourite for 
the world’s second-richest race. 
 
Having worn down Charlatan in the final 100 
yards for a decisive one-length victory under his 
21-year-old jockey David Egan (in the Saudi 
Cup), the John Gosden-trained four-year-old is 
rated a 2-1 chance with British bookmakers 
Ladbrokes (11-4 with gggaming.bet –tt ) to win 
the $12m Dubai World Cup at Meydan on 
March 27. Gosden wasn’t to be drawn on future 
targets. “One race at a time,” he advised. 
 
Accept no substitutes for winning rider 
Although David Egan is retained rider to  
Saudi owner Prince A A Faisal, he has missed 
out on partnering Mishriff more than once in the 
past due to various unfortunate circumstances, 
among them Covid-19 travel restrictions – 
which cost him the winning ride in the French 
Derby – and suspension, with Ioritz Mendizabal 
and Frankie Dettori deputising. 
 

“Everyone connected with this horse has done 
such a great job and I’m just delighted to get 
back on board on the big day,” said the jockey, 
who is based in Bahrain for the winter. 
 
“I can’t believe it but it was Mishriff that won it. 
He’s an absolute champion. I’m just privileged 
to be connected with such a class horse.” 
  
G1 winner on both dirt and turf 
Singspiel and Dubai Millennium spring to mind 
as Mishriff joined an exclusive club as a British 
trained horse winning at the top level on both 
dirt and turf, his having already landed the Prix 
du Jockey Club (French Derby) at Chantilly in 
July. 
 
“There are very few horses who can switch  
surfaces like that,” said trainer John Gosden, 
speaking from his Newmarket base. “But I’ve 
always been told by the top American jockeys 
and Frankie Dettori that this is the best main 
dirt track in the world. I think that’s very much 
proven today – that a turf horse (to Page 12)

Mishriff favourite for Dubai World Cup 

David Egan wins the Saudi Cup aboard Mishriff, Photo: Jockey Club of Saudi Arabia/Douglas DeFelice  
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can actually switch to it and put in a big  
performance. This is a superb track.” 
 
Dream for horse named after best friend 
Mishriff’s owner-breeder Prince Faisal was  
coveting a return visit almost as soon as the 
son of Make Believe – named after his best 
friend – had passed the post in second place in 
last year’s Saudi Derby. 
 
John Gosden explained how the dream had 
come to fulfilment.  
 
“The team here at Clarehaven have done a 
great job with him,” he said. “It’s not easy to get 
a horse ready in the winter, with the snow and 
the ice. Any time you take on Bob Baffert with a 
horse of that class, you are pleased if you can 
get there, so full marks to my team.” 

David Egan added: “Ever since he was second 
here last year I’m sure it was on Mr Gosden 
and Prince Faisal’s mind to come back here. 
With this race in Prince Faisal’s back garden, it 
was a no-brainer.” 
  
Winning jockey David Egan was quick to thank 
his father, the popular veteran rider John Egan, 
who was on hand in Riyadh to share his son’s 
finest hour: “I wouldn’t be here today if it wasn’t 
for my dad John,” said David, 21. “He’s taught 
me everything I know and been a great dad….. 
it’s very special to have him here. 
 
“If it wasn’t for him I wouldn’t be the rider or the 
person I am today. He’s done everything he 
can to help me in my career, pushed me and 
trained me hard and this one’s for him.” 

 horseracingplanet.com 

Mishriff favourite for World Cup-from Page 10 

https://horseracingplanet.com/2021/02/20/saudi-cup-takeaway-mishriff-john-gosden-david-egan/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/

