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Jo Campher walks the talk  

“I wouldn’t say I’m camera shy, but I do prefer 

to let my actions do the talking for me. I do, 
however, realise that I need to get out of my 
comfort zone in front of the camera, in order to 
promote the great products we offer at Kuda 
and the benefits thereof.” 

But, despite her media reluctance, it would be 
amiss of us to not introduce you to this  
powerful individual representing one of the 
most dynamic insurance brokerages to be 
found anywhere. 

Campher has come a long way in her three 
years at the brokerage which is heavily  
invested in the equine industry, be it bloodstock 
or equestrian sport. 

(As well as offering products that people might 
not know, such as a FX department that offers 

extremely competitive rates, art insurance and 

a great product in Home Contents, Vehicle and 
Business Insurance)  

All with a renowned personal service. These 
days she is known simply as “Jo from Kuda”, 
which is a huge compliment to the strides she’s 
made in the industry and her ever-growing  
reputation. 

Some 180 yearlings are scheduled to go under 
the hammer at this Sunday’s Bloodstock SA 
Cape Yearling Sale to be held at Paarl’s  
Mistico Equestrian Centre and she will be there 
as well at De Grendel for the 2021 Cape  
Thoroughbred Sales Cape Premier Yearling 
Sale in mid March. 

Her role? To assist and educate buyers at the 
auctions with making the right (to Page 2)

Three years into her role as Bloodstock Product manager at Kuda Insurance, one of the 
most established and respected names in the industry, Jo-An Campher (above with two of 

her ’clients’) still feels more comfortable walking the walk rather than talking the talk.  
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procedures or situations. Horses are emotional 
animals and it’s important that anyone who has 

a horse has cover and I truly believe that the 
cover offered by Kuda gives total peace of mind 
to the client and that’s a great blanket of  
comfort to have. 

“We offer a vast array of different covers and I 
would really love to be able to explain all the 

options to people who are interested.” 

One of the product offerings that Campher is 
most proud about is the Mortality Cover (this is 
a standalone cover which can be taken in  
conjunction with Life Saving Surgery and Criti-
cal care, and as the name suggests covers you 
in case of death) and Mortality Boost + (which is 
a great option that covers you at auction time 
for the full year).  

“The latter is a new addition for us at Kuda, but 
to me it’s a no-brainer,” she says.  

“I am aware that there’s some skepticism about 
insurance and ‘the small print’. But, we are  
different and I urge you to find that out for  
yourself.” 

So, whether you’re at Mistico or De Grendel 
over the coming weeks, be sure to look up from 
your catalogue, or take your eye away from the 
quality yearlings on display and look out for “Jo 

from Kuda.”  

A few minutes in her company and it’s likely to 
change your whole outlook on your precious 
new asset. 

Gary Lemke. 

choices once they’ve made their purchase, 
which would be to ensure their precious new 

cargo is insured through Kuda. 

Although she has had a chequered career, 
which includes doing hospitality work on yachts 
in the Mediterranean, living in Canada and 
studying to be a chef, these past three years 
she has been at her happiest. 

“I grew up amongst horses,” she says. “I have 
been riding since the age of four and come 
from a ‘horse family’. My Dad showed American 
Saddlebreds and I did show jumping and 
earned South African colours in American Sad-
dlebreds and showing. I have been fortunate to 
ride racehorses as well, with the likes of 
Michelle Rix, Bass Racing and Justin Snaith 
giving me the privilege on occasion when they 
have taken a string to the beach.” 

Given her rich history and experience around 
horses it was a masterstroke on behalf of Kuda 
chief executive Wehann Smith who took 
Campher on board three years ago.  

“I’m not scared of change or a challenge and it 
was an amazing opportunity for me. We’re a 
company that is passionate about bloodstock 
and our clients. We treat our clients as if they 
are part of our extended Kuda family. I for one 
understand just how important buying and  
owning a horse is and that the animal is also 
covered should anything happen.”  

Campher says that: “Having been a horse rider 
and involved with horses most of my life, I  
understand that accidents, illness and injury 
occur.  

I was heartbroken when I lost my top show 
horse to colic shortly before national  
trials. I have educated myself in the ‘downside’ 
of things and I honestly believe that I have a 
connection with horses as much as I do with 
people. I know what makes horses tick, and I’ve 
foaled them down, fed them, raised them and 

taken care of them. But, illness and injury is 
part of a horse’s life, just as it is with humans. 

“What it means is that I don’t walk around  
wearing blinkers. I am comfortable in the  
company of a vet discussing complicated  

Jo Campher walks the talk—from Page 1 

Jo-An with KUDA sponsored champion Lyle Hewitson. 
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The retirement of Run Fox Run was  
expected to leave a big gap in the sprint 
ranks for trainer  Brett Crawford and owners 
Ridgemont Highlands.  
 
But they seem to have a couple of rapid  
ready-made replacements in three-year-olds 
Real Gone Kid and undefeated filly Kitty Cat 
Chat, who, like the recently departed heroine 
are Australian bred. Both appear certain to 
have Graded race glory in their respective fu-
ture destinies.  
 
Snitzel colt Real Gone Kid tried 1000m for the 
first time yesterday at Kenilworth, and certainly 
lived up to his name as he led virtually from the 
jump and left a smart MR93 field for dead,  
despite gradually shifting from the outside to 
the inside . His Merit Rating is now 104. 
 
“He did it very well in a competitive looking 
field, and I was very impressed,” said Brett 
Crawford this moring 
 
Real Gone Kid  was bred in Australia but is out 
of the Justin Snaith trained Jet Master mare  
In The Fast Lane, who won the Cape Fillies  
Guineas and Woolavington Stakes during  the 
2013/14 season on the way to being named 
champion three-year-old filly at the Equus 
awards.  
 
She stayed 2000m, but Snitzel is very much a 
speed sire, and obviously seems to be having a 
major influence on this one.    

The Press Statement filly Kitty Cat Chat (left) 
has won all three of her starts without being  
seriously troubled, and has a rating of 100. 
 
“She’s done very little wrong and her last win 
was quite courageous as she did it  hard in the 
early part of the race. And there’s room for  
improvement,” offered Crawford.  
 
But both seem likely to be kept in Cape Town 
for the winter: “The sprint program in KZN isn’t 
great unless you are prepared to take on older 
horses, so we’ll give them a break and take it 
from there,” concluded their trainer. –tt  

Ridgemont have rapid replacements   

Ridgemont Highlands’ Craig Kieswetter leads in   
Real Gone Kid  on Monday. Pic Wayne Marks 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

The racing industry is characterised by  
people with big hearts, big wallets, or both. 
When it comes to big hearted, few compare 
to Mike Wittstock, a lifelong lover and owner 
of horses. 
 
Last week, all 411 grooms at Randjesfontein 
received a gift from Wittstock in celebration of 
his 75th birthday. 
 
“A friend of mine, Gavin Veregee, offered to 
give me a grand (R1,000) for every year of my 
life,” said Wittstock. 
 
“I couldn’t accept it, but he was adamant and 
then suggested that I give it to one of the  
charities close to my heart. 
 
“He knows I have a love for horseracing, so I 
decided to give it to the grooms here at  
Randjesfontein.” 
 
Wittstock has a close affinity with  
Randjesfontein as he owns horses who are 
trained there by Stuart Pettigrew. 
 
“I have horses here and I see the grooms up 
and working at four in the morning and that’s 
why I decided they deserve something extra.” 
 
Trainer Mike de Kock was at hand on Monday 
to introduce Wittstock to all the grooms, who 
responded with a thunderous applause. 
 
The racing industry is well known for all the 
charity work done annually and the Wittstock 
family are often at the forefront. 
 
“It’s not only this,” said De Kock referring to the 
gifts handed out to the grooms, “but the  
Princess Charlene Days, the Million Maiden 
race, these are all their initiatives.” 
 
Wittstock is the father of Her Serene Highness 
Princess Charlene of Monaco. 

“The racing people don’t get the  
acknowledgement they deserve for what they 
do for charity,” said Wittstock. “I believe they do 
more than most. And it’s not just me. It’s the 
entire industry.” 
 
According to De Kock, one of the biggest  
charitable events annually on the racing  
calendar is the work riders’ series. 
 
“Racing is probably the only sport in the country 
that offers a full league for the amateurs in their 
ranks with the same rewards as the  
professionals receive. 
 
“The work riders series pays the same fees it 
would to the qualified jockeys.” 
 
While Mike Wittstock now owns only two  
horses, his daughter has four in training, so it 
seems that the Wittstock name will remain a 
beacon in South African horseracing for at least 
another generation. 
 
www.tabonline.co.za—Danie Toerien 

‘Prince’ Wittstock gives generously   

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, PAST 
ISSUES CAN BE FOUND AT 

www.turftalk.co.za  

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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Douglas Whyte is leaning on his decades of 
experience in Hong Kong racing as he looks 
to work his way out of the worst run of outs 
of his fledging training career. 
 
The South African has gone 64 runners and 
nearly seven weeks without a winner – by far 
the worst active drought of any trainer – in a 
slump that dates back to his double at Happy 
Valley on January 13. 
 
“Thank goodness I’ve been in the game a long 
time and have been successful as a jockey,” 
said Whyte, who has had five seconds and  
seven thirds since last tasting success. 
 
“It’s very hard to train a winner but when they’re 
running well you have got to be satisfied with 

what you’re doing.The horses are presenting 
themselves well and they’re feeling good in the 
mornings so it’s going to turn, it’s just a matter 
of waiting for it to turn and not trying to change 
everything and then you go upside down.” 
 
Whyte saddles up two of his top five highest-
rated horses among his six runners at the  
Valley on Wednesday night, with Stronger and 
General’s Delight stepping out. 
 
Stronger enters the Class One Blue Pool  
Handicap (1,200m) after running ninth in the 
Group One Centenary Sprint Cup last month 
and Whyte hopes a return to the scene of his 
first Hong Kong victory will bring the best out of 
the four-year-old. 
                        (To Page 11) 

Whyte looking to end whitewash 

Douglas Whyte rides General’s Delight in a recent gallop 



9 

 



10 

 



11 

 

“I’ve run out of options, he’s at a rating of 103 
and he’s a dead-set speed horse,” Whyte said. 
“He’s won at the Valley and if they go hard and 
he can get into a comfortable position he’s got 
that short, explosive turn of foot and I think he’s 
going to be more effective there. 
 
“He’s working well, he’s running tremendously 
well without winning so he comes back out of 
Group level to Class One level and goes to the 
Valley – why wouldn’t you do that?” 
 
General’s Delight is having his second start at 
the city circuit and steps out in the night’s other 
Class One – the Shan Kwong Handicap 
(1,650m). The five-year-old Australian import 
performed solidly at his Valley debut but has 
drawn the outside barrier in the nine-horse 
field, the same gate he had last time out. 
 
“From the wide gate he had to go back and 
then he came the widest,” Whyte said. “He’s 
got a nice light galloping weight so hopefully he 
can be effective.” 

General’s Delight shares the bottom weight of 
113 pounds with Berlin Tango, Solar Wai Wai, 
Sunshine Warrior, The Rock and Magnificent in 
a race featuring the 110-rated Simply Brilliant. 
 

www.scmp.com 

Whyte looking to end whitewash-from Page 8 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 
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