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  www.turftalk.co.za  / editor@turftalk.co.za     Monday 22 February 2021 

Unique race at Kenilworth on Saturday 

The race is worth a bumper R160,000, and 

seven licenced jockeys will go head-to-head 
against seven work riders in what appears to 
be the first amateur v professional match up of 
its kind, at least in South Africa, and possibly 
worldwide. 

Riders were chosen on the season’s log  
standings and the winning team will be  
calculated via a points system.  

Points Allocation: 1st-30 2nd-25 3rd-20 4th-15 
5th-10 6th-9 7th-8 8th-7 9th-6 10th-5 11th-4 
12th-3 13th-2 14th-1 No Ride-7 

The jockeys will be managed by MJ Byleveld 
and captained by Louis Mxothwa. Their  
star-studded line up is Mxothwa, Anton Marcus, 
Richard Fourie, Greg Cheyne, Grant van 
Niekerk, Luke Ferraris, and Keagan de Melo.  

After the draw, manager Byleveld had no  

complaints: “It looks pretty fair and both sides 
have got some decent chances in what is a 
pretty smart looking maiden plate.” 

The workriders manager will be Craig du Plooy, 
and captain William Bambiso.  

Their roster comprises Bambiso, Andile ‘Shorty’ 
Nzongo, Mncedi ‘Godfrey’ Sigenu, Sibusiso 
Booi, Erin-Lee Watkinson, Lungisadi Geledu 
and Sebenzile ‘Johnny’ Tamela.   

Bambiso has won dozens of workriders races 
over the years, and will be brimming with   
confidence after scoring on Voice Notes for  
Eric Sands last Wednesday. He looks set to 
lead by example, and by chance has pulled 
another Sands runner – Bumrah, who has the 
form to go very close. (to Page 2)   

While the first Jonsson Workwear sponsored Cape Derby will rightly take pride of place,  
Saturday 27 February also sees the inaugural running of the Khaya Stables Workriders vs 

Jockeys Challenge Maiden Plate over 1200m. 
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Tour-de-France. But they certainly deserve this 
chance. As we all know they are essential  
workers in this industry. During hard lockdown 
almost a year ago they were  there every day 
keeping things going, and as a result the horses 
were fit when racing resumed. I can’t wait.” 

The race also provides a slightly different  
challenge for the stipendiary stewards, as  chief  
stipe Ernie Rodrigues explained: “Both the  
‘normal’ jockeys, and workriders races take 
place under our same rules, so there was no  
complication there. And the insurance  
people are satisfied. The slight difficulty will be 
in the race itself, where we will have to apply 
professional standards to the jockeys, and a 
lower level to the workriders, with a bit of  

common sense thrown in. That will make it 
more complicated than the average race, and it 
will be interesting to see how it pans out.” 

The jockeys have generously agreed to donate 
their riding fees for the race to a grooms charity.  

It will be fascinating  to see how gggaming.bet 
price this one up.…..-tt 

Nzongo, Sigenu and Temela have all also  
been allocated form horses, and overall the 
workriders certainly cannot complain about their 
rides.     

The race attracted 38 entries, and in what has 
become a rarity recently for Cape racing, there 
were  eliminations to be made before the final 
field was arrived at.    

In an attempt to level the playing field to some 
extent, the workriders’ mounts will carry 3kg 
less than their more celebrated rivals. Rides 
were allocated via a random draw.  

“My guys are very excited—for any amateur a 
chance to ride against their heroes is a dream 
come true,” said workriders manager, and  
former jockey Du Plooy. “They’re out there to 

win and prove a point—they ride shoulder to 
shoulder with these jockeys every day. 

“They’re taking on the very best in Cape Town, 
and my team has worked hard to be as fit as 
possible. Whether 3kg is enough?....we’ll see. I 
just hope they’re not too starstruck, as this is a 
bit like a club cyclist riding a stage in the  

Unique race at Kenilworth—from Page 1 

William Bambiso returns victorious on Voice Notes last Wednesday. Pic: Wayne Marks 
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Alistair Cohen (above centre, with Deez  
Dyanand and Grant Knowles), the talented 
and popular Johannesburg-based race  
caller, will be making his auctioneering  
debut for CTS at the 2021 Cape Premier 
Yearling Sale, at the De Grendel Wine  
Estate, on Sunday 14 March 2021.  
 
Alistair replaces Graeme Hawkins, who is  
unable to be at the sale this year, due to his 
contractual obligations to Bloodstock South  
Africa.  
 
CTS's international auctioneer, John O Kelly, is 
unable to attend due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
Alistair will be joining veteran auctioneer  
Andrew Miller on the podium, and will take care 
of five lots for every 20 completed by Andrew.  

“This being my first time auctioneering at Cape 
Town’s most prestigious sale, I am a little  
apprehensive, but mostly excited, as I have 
always wanted to progress my auctioneering 
opportunities.  
 
“I am pleased that Andrew will be there to  
assist. Working alongside Andrew will be an 
honour and a privilege.”  
 
Grant Knowles, Marketing and Bloodstock  
Director of CTS, commented:  
 
“We are delighted to have Alistair on board, 
and we are hoping it could be the start of a 
longer association. He is a rare talent in the  
commentary box, and we believe that he will 
shine on the podium, too.”  

Is there anything Alistair Cohen cannot do?   
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The Klawervlei Farm Sale race for  
two-year-olds is fast approaching on  
Sunday 21 March. 
 
And it should be remembered that  
Kommetdieding (winning G3 Politician Stakes 
above), undefeated odds-on favourite for  
Saturday’s G1 Jonsson Workwear Cape Derby 
made his debut in the 2020 version of this race 
– romping in at 16-1.  
 
That event was postponed to June, due to the 
Covid enforced lockdown which commenced in 
March.  
 
There is sure to be another top horse or two in 
this year’s race, and indeed at the next Farm 
Sale itself, which takes place in June.  
 
As CEO John Koster put it: “After discussing 
the devastating effect of lockdown due to Covid 
19 on our breeding industry, we felt it pertinent 
to open up the sale to all breeders. 
 
“This was very well met, and many of our  
colleagues have requested participation again 
in 2021. To this end, it made sense to partner 
with CTS and use their innovative style to grow 
the sale in the Cape in June.” 
 
Grant Knowles, Bloodstock and Marketing  
Director of CTS, commented: “We look forward 
to partnering with Klawervlei, along with their 
fellow breeders, for the 2021 Farm Sale.  

“We will look to maintain the unique Farm Sale  
experience, while delivering new and exciting 
initiatives to the event, ensuring further growth 
and success.”  

As we went to press, Farm Sale graduate  
Captain Dizzy (above and below) scored an 
impressive win at Kenilworth, just to underline 
the quality of the stock at this sale. –tt 

Will Klawervlei sale have another ‘Kommet’?   
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David Egan will have to forfeit a cool 
$100,000 (about R1,4m) – ten per cent of his 
prize-money share from the $20 million  
Saudi Cup – because he breached the whip 
rules in winning the world’s richest race on 
Mishriff. 
 
Mike Smith, heavily sanctioned after last year’s 
race for his use of the whip, also picked up  
another ban for his efforts in Riyadh – though 
this time it was a two-day suspension for  
causing interference early in the race on runner
-up Charlatan. 
  
Egan was called before Saudi Jockey Club 
stewards after guiding the John Gosden-trained 
Mishriff to a one-length victory over US hope 
Charlatan at the King Abdulaziz racecourse. 
The 21-year-old was found to have used his 
whip above the Saudi Jockey Club’s ten-strike 
limit on Mishriff, which earned him a two-day 
suspension plus the loss of part of his winnings 
of the $10m first prize. 
 
Stipendiary steward Phil Tuck said: “We took 
into account that two hits were down the  
shoulder in the backhand position and  

considered that he used his whip 11 times  
behind the saddle. He had ten per cent of his 
prize-money deducted.” 
 
Twelve months after a controversial visit  
to Saudi Arabia, Hall of Famer Smith was again 
penalised – this time for interference caused by 
Charlatan to Sleepy Eyes Todd about 100  
metres from the start, earning his rider a  
two-day suspension. 
 
Last year Smith and another top US rider Irad 
Ortiz were caught out by Saudi Arabia’s whip 
rules, with Smith collecting nine days in bans 
on Saudi Cup runner-up Midnight Bisou and 
forfeiting 60 per cent – more than $210,000 – of 
his prize-money. Ortiz picked up a total of ten 
days in bans over the two days and lost 10 per 
cent of his prize-money from fourth-placed  
Mucho Gusto. 
 
Cieren Fallon was suspended for three days for 
causing interference in the Riyadh Dirt Sprint 
on July Cup winner Oxted. 

www.horseracingplanet.com 
(Photo: Jockey Club of Saudi Arabia/Douglas 
De Felice)  

Saudi Cup winner fined R1,4 million 

https://horseracingplanet.com/2021/02/21/saudi-cup-david-egan-takes-prize-money-hit-after-breaching-whip-rules-on-mishriff/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

A stable mishap snuffed out Tony Millard’s 
presence in Sunday’s Classic Cup but the 
South African was beaming all the same  
after another emerging four-year-old came 
to the party at Sha Tin. 
 
While Millard has been forced back to the  
drawing board with the injured Maximus, it is 
full steam ahead towards the BMW Hong Kong 
Derby with Panfield (above) after the Chilean 
import’s stylish win in the Class Two Ambitious 
Dragon Handicap (2,000m). 
 
After three consecutive Group One wins in 
Chile it finally all came together for Panfield at 
start four in Hong Kong, the colt travelling  
beautifully in the box seat before Joao Moreira 
eased him off the rail rounding the home turn 
and allowed him to hit the line strongly. 
 
“That was dominant. It’s the first time he had a 
clean run and we have been able to see what 
we’ve got. He’s the real deal,” Millard said. 
“He’s a proper Derby horse and I think if they 

went a little bit harder he would have won by 
further.” 
 
Moreira will now face a decision on which  
galloper to partner in the Derby after piloting 
Sky Darci to seventh in the Classic Cup, but 
Millard is not concerned about finding a jockey 
for Panfield. 
 
“Joao’s got so many options and it’s up to him – 
if he doesn’t ride it there will be no shortage of 
people, let me tell you,” said Millard, who trains 
both Panfield and Maximus for well-known  
owners the Yue family. 
 
While Millard will head straight to the Derby on 
March 21 with Panfield, he will revert to a  
familiar path with Maximus after he suffered a 
laceration to his left front heel and had to be 
removed from the second leg of the four-year-
old series. 
   
“He’s a fiery horse and he’s jumped and gave 
himself an overreach. It wasn’t (to Page 12) 

Treble up Millard has ‘Derby horses’ 

Pic-Kenneth Chan 
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even in the work, it was in the box so it was a 
little bit unfortunate,” Millard said, adding that 
he will now run the horse in a Class Two  
over 1,800m on March 7 – a race the likes of 
Collection and Akeed Mofeed have used as a 
springboard to Derby success. 
 
“It’s the same route I took with my first Derby 
winner, Keen Winner. He won that race and 
then he won the Derby. I think Maximus is as 
good as [Panfield] but Maximus is very difficult 
and does so many things wrong so everything 
just has to go right.” 
 
Panfield’s victory completed an early running 
double for Millard, who also took out the opener 
with Resolute, and he chimed back in later on 
the card with Silver Fig to complete his first  
treble since October 2018. 
 
Resolute’s victory in the Class Four Gold-Fun 
Handicap (1,200m) was a welcome one for  
Millard, with the dirt specialist ringing up his 
second win for the season after consecutive 
runner-up finishes. 

“He is what he is, he’s only a Class Four horse 
but what I’m happy with is that he’s reproduced 
– he’s run well,” Millard said.   
 
Silver Fig landed back-to-back victories in the 
Lucky Nine Handicap (1,200m) on the all-
weather track, snaring a sixth career victory 
and his first in Class Two. www.scmp.com 

Millard has ‘Derby horses’-from Page 10 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com

