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All Go for $20 million Saudi Cup 

The Saudi Cup 2020 was really a huge  
success for the organising committee as they 

were able to attract a world class field. This 
race and its unbelievable purse also underlined 
the Kingdom’s aspiration to become a leading 
power on horse racing’s world stage.  

The winter races history  

Traditionally, during the winter months, the 
world’s biggest races were taking place in 
America. But in 1996, Sheikh Mohammed  
envisioned the concept of organising world 
class thoroughbred race meetings in the Middle 
East at a time of the season at which nothing of 
significance was taking place on the European 
racecourses.   

He perceived that if he could create a racetrack 
as flamboyant and luxurious as Ascot,  

Goodwood or Santa Anita, he would attract the 
top thoroughbred horses in the Middle East in 
the winter months as owners of a big portion of 
them were living in the Persian Gulf. As he is a 
man with purpose and action, in 1996, the  
Dubai World Cup Carnival was created. 

Florida versus Dubai… 

In the past few years, the Dubai World Cup and 
the Pegasus in Florida have competed for the 
title of the world’s richest race. The Dubai 
World Cup had been holding the top spot for 
years with a staggering $10M only to be  
outdone in 2017 by the Pegasus offering $12M. 
The Florida race was again on top, (to Pg 2)

Saturday 20th of February, the world will watch the second edition of the richest horse race 
on the planet: The $20 million Saudi Cup. It will be held at the King Abdulaziz racecourse 

on the outskirts of Riyadh. (The race will take place at 7.40 pm SA time)  

Knicks Go. Pic-Eclipse Sportswire. 
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Who are the Saudi Cup Top Contenders ?
Despite the global restrictions and that the  

contest will be run behind closed doors, the 
race promises to be fascinating. Here is my  
selection and the top contenders: 

1) Charlatan / Bob Baffert,  
Speightstown-Authenticity. 

Very Impressive winner (above)  of the Malibu 

at Santa Anita, the 4 year-old is an American 
bred, trained and owned. Disqualified winner of 
the Arkansas Derby in early May, he was  
sidelined by injury shortly after. It took him 8 
months to come back to the races and when he 
did on boxing day, it was so impressive that he 
was immediately installed  the Saudi Cup  
favourite. It was a huge relief for his ownership 
group and trainer, as his disqualification shed 
several millions of the stallion deal they had 
signed with Hill ‘n’ Dale in Kentucky. 

Charlatan’s pedigree is entirely American. His 
female line goes back to Selina, daughter of the 
Godolphin Arabian and imported to America in 
1760. 

2) Knicks Go / Brad Cox,       
Paynter-Kosmo’s Buddy  

BC Mile and Pegasus winner last month, Knicks 
Go is an exciting challenger for Charlatan. He is 

a speed horse like him and we will certainly see 
them on the front end of the Saudi Cup 2021 
after the first few hundred yards. Knicks Go 
showed raw talent when winning the Futurity at 
Keeneland as a 2yo, but he really turned into 
(to Page 4) 

with $16M in 2018. However, as His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum is 

not a man known to tolerate being 2nd best for 
very long, the Dubai World Cup regained its 
place at the top in 2019 offering $12M  
compared to $9M for the Pegasus. 
Then, by the end of that year, the Saudis  
announced the creation of a championship race 
taking place in February 2020 with a  
mind-blowing $20M purse.   

The Saudi Cup, a very spectacular race  

In comparison with Dubai, the Grandstand at 
King Abdulaziz racecourse in front of which the 
Saudi Cup will be run has only 5000 seats. 
Nevertheless, the Saudi Track drew rare praise 
for being both safe and fair. Veteran Jockeys 
Mike Smith and Frankie Dettori agreed with the 
general consensus rating the dirt track as one 
of the best they ever rode on after the 2020  
edition.  

The best of the best from America, Japan, 
UAE, England & Ireland chartered to Saudi  

Arabia to highlight a night that all of us will  
remember, just days away before the world fell 
into the abyss of the C19 cataclysm. It was a 
spectacular race to watch, with an incredible 
finish, involving the best dirt horses on the  
planet. The Americans finished 1st & 2nd and 
put four of their runners into the first 5 finishing 
positions, emphasising the fact that when  
racing on dirt is concerned, they are the  
masters of the game.  

This year, they seem guaranteed to repeat the 
feat as they sent three superstars that look 
heads and shoulders above the rest of the field; 
Charlatan, Knicks Go and Tacitus.  

Last year’s race was a huge success for the 
organising committee, able to attract a world 
class field of 14 among them were ten Grade1 
winners with 22 wins accumulated at the  
highest level. 

This year, the field looks weaker on paper with 
only four Grade1 winners and seven wins at the 
level.   

However, let’s just wait and see what will  
happen on Saturday.  

All Go for $20m Saudi Cup—from Page 1 

Pic-Benoit Photo. 
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pounds on official rating. His win last month in 
the Al Maktoum Challenge Round 1 over a mile 

at Meydan Race Course was very impressive 
and put him at the table of the leading  
ontenders for the Saudi Cup.  

Military Law is now owned by Dubai based  
owner Nasir Askar from Libya.  

5) Global Giant  /  John Gosden         
Shamardal-Aniseed 

Global Giant is trained by English Champion 
trainer John Gosden and will be ridden by 
Frankie Dettori. He is considered a long shot by 
the pundits as he is unexposed  on dirt. 

He is a son of Sheikh Mohammed stallion 
Shamardal, sadly deceased last year and 
comes from the Almyre female line  
developed in France by Daniel Wildenstein. 

6) Mishriff / John Gosden        
Make Believe-Contradict 

Mishriff is among the Saudi Cup favourites after 
a pleasing second place at the track last year in 
the Saudi Derby and a brilliant win in the French 

Derby at Chantilly. 

He is owned by the Saudi Prince A.A. Faisal, 
who has been a big supporter of English racing 
for nearly 40 years. Prince Faisal was riding as 
a kid not far from where is now situated King 
Abdulaziz racecourse and developed a  
strong affinity for thoroughbred racing. 
www.pastthewire.com 

an invincible monster after being switched to 
the barn of Brad Cox early last year.  

He is owned by the Korean Racing Authority 
that bought him as a yearling at Keeneland for 
the modest sum of $87 000. The KRA is a  
public company established to manage and  
promote the racehorse breeding industry in 
South Korea.  

Knicks Go has an American Pedigree with a 
female line developed in Maryland.  

3) Tacitus / Bill Mott,         
Tapit-Close Hatches  

The sight of Tacitus winning on Saturday  
carrying the colour of Juddmonte farm, a 
month after the passing of its founder Saudi 
Prince Khalid Adbullah Al Saud  would cause 
an emotional outburst in many racing fans. The 
Prince was adored within the racing  
community, thanks to his impeccable manners, 
long term involvement in the sport and  long list 
of thoroughbred Champions like Enable, 
Frankel, Arrogate, Dancing Brave etc… 

Tacitus is incontestably a world class 
competitor even though he is still looking for an 
elusive Grade 1 win. Maybe his come from  
behind style of running has been more  
conducive, so far to minor honours than  
winning at the highest level. His trainer, the  
genial Bill Mott, hoped that the top two could 
look horns early in the race, softening each 
other and allowing Tacitus a bold rally in deep 
stretch.  

Tacitus is a Juddmonte homebred from one of 
the Stud’s most accomplished female  
dynasties, the Monroe line that the operation 
bought as a yearling in 1978. Bill Mott also 
trained his dam, champion Close Hatches and 
he found the same fighting spirit in her first foal 
by Tapit, the American leading Sire of 2014, 
2015 & 2016.. 

4) Military Law   /  M.Al Mheiri,          

Dubai- Marine Bleue  

The son of Dubawi was a minor winner of three 
races for John Gosden and Qatar Racing in 
England before being sold for a mere 110 000 
Guineas at the Tattersalls Newmarket sale in 
July 2019. Military Law then joined the UAE 
racing stable of M. Al Mheiri, where he made 
spectacular improvements of more than twenty 

All Go for $20m Saudi Cup—from Page 2 

                                              

 

 

          2021 Saudi Cup 20 February  
 
14-10      Charlatan 
5-2   Knicks Go 
7-1             Mishriff 
10-1       Military Law 
12-1  Chuwa Wizard, Tacitus    
25-1   Global Giant, Sleepy Eyes Todd,   
  Max Player 
33-1  Derevo, Extra Elusive, Simsir,  
  Bangkok 
50-1   Azahzaah, Cariblanco, Great Scot 
                   
                          ggg.gaming.bet         
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The star studded final field for the $20 million Saudi Cup this Saturday, which  
is off at 7:40pm SA time.   

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Unheralded he may be, but followers of  
Cape racing with any sense need to start  
factoring Oswald Noach into all of their  
exotic bets.  
 
Yesterday’s off-the-pace triumph on Dollar 
Brand (Ashaawes) at 20-1 for Geoff Woodruff 
makes it five victories  for the affable  
lightweight over the three meetings at  
Kenilworth so far this month.  
 
And at an average starting price of over 24/1!  
He started off  with a longshot double on the 
6th. A Moment Apart(Time Thief) returned at  
20-1 for Woodruff, followed by Crusade’s 
Promise(Crusade) for Vaughan Marshall at 
double those odds.  
 
Last Saturday he started by bringing home 
what by his recent standards was a hot-pot  
favourite, when  Woodruff’s well supported 
Flashlight(Kahal) prevailed narrowly at 27-4. 
And later he  binned many a Pick 6 ticket (mine 
included) as Marshall’s Zeb(Pathfork) nabbed 
far more fancied stable mate Path Of  
Choice(Pathfork) late on to score at 36-1.     
 
“I ride a lot of work for Mr Marshall and Mr  
Woodruff, and its even more rewarding when 
you win on the horses you’ve been working all 
the time,” says our modest 33-year-old hero.  
 
“When I was an appy Mr Mike Bass told me it 
was time for me to learn to ride from off the 
pace. I took that to heart, and coming from off 
them is my preferred style now.” 
 
And that was seen yesterday as he produced 
Dollar Brand from well back to cruise past  
favourite Blingking late on and win going away. 
But Zeb is the score  he takes most pride in: 
“400m out I thought I was beaten, but I kept 
plugging away, and it was a very nice win.” -tt 

Ossie is making them pay…. 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Star South African sprinter Van Halen is at 
risk of being unable to make Dubai World 
Cup night after being held up in Mauritius 
over ongoing issues with African Horse 
Sickness (AHS). 

The dual G1 winner has completed the  
mandatory 90-day quarantine period on the  
island and, with stablemate Nourbese, was due 
to catch a flight to Belgium this week for  
onwards transit to Jane Chapple-Hyam’s  
stables in Newmarket. 
 
However, both horses were turned away at the 
airport and been forced to wait even longer 
while British officials assess the AHS risk. 
 
“It’s been an adventure at the very least, and 
one with a lot of obstacles,” said Spies.  
 
“They were supposed to fly on Monday. but 
there was a question about the horse sickness 

status of Mauritius and the UK authorities 
wouldn’t  accept them. 
 
“So they stood on the apron to be loaded on 
the plane and could never leave. We hope the 
powers-that-be will issue a directive soon. We 
were under the impression that would happen 
yesterday but we haven’t heard. 
 
“We are in limbo. They are booked to travel on 
Thursday or Friday if we can actually get the go 
ahead from the UK veterinary departments to 
allow them in.” 
 
If Mercury Sprint winner Van Halen is cleared 
to travel, Spies hopes to run the five-year-old 
gelding in the Al Quoz Sprint at Meydan on 
March 27 but time is running out. 
  
“We hope a horse like Van Halen will be able to 
complete his quarantine in the UK in time to get 
to Dubai, but we are starting to cut it very close, 
We were hoping to make the (to Page 11)  

Spies stars stuck in Mauritius 

Van Halen. Pic-A&A/spiesracing.co.za    
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Saudi Cup meeting but we’ve missed that by 
half a mile! We have had delay upon delay and 
the Covid situation doesn’t aid any of this.” 
 
First international campaign 
 
Vaal-based Spies, who is assisted by his father 
Tobie, also a G1-winning trainer, is a former 
winner of the Zimbabwe trainers’ championship 
when he ran a satellite yard.  
 
Before now, however, that has been the extent 
of his international campaigning – but in Van 
Halen and the three-year-old Nourbese he  
believes he has two horses that could have 
more to offer overseas. 
 
“Even if we do miss the Dubai season, at least 
we will be quarantined out of South Africa,” said 
Spies.  
 
“Then all sorts of options all across the world 
open up. There is the possibility they could go 
to the next carnival or race in the UK, France, 
Australia, Singapore or America. At this stage 
we just want to get the journey finished.” 
 
Two seriously decent horses 
 
He went on: “They are two seriously decent 
horses. Van Halen is a two-time G1 winner 

over sprints and was very unlucky in a couple 
he probably should have won.  
 
“Nourbese won a G2 as a two-year-old and got 
very badly interfered with in a G1 and still ran 
second. He could have been the champion  
two-year-old in South Africa if that had gone his 
way, plus the form is standing up very strongly. 
 
“We realise we are taking on real horses  
outside South Africa, but it will be very nice to 
test them and see how they go.” 
 
Ordinarily Spies would hope to continue to be 
their trainer but coronavirus restrictions may 
make that challenging.  
 
“It was the plan but it’s really turning out to be a 
nightmare with visas and Covid requirements, 
especially with this South African strain,” he 
explained. 
 
“They don’t really allow South Africans in  
anywhere in the world at present so we might 
have to make different arrangements as far as 
the training is concerned.  
 
“But I own shares in both horses so I will still be 
on the adventure, whatever happens.” 
 
horseracingplanet.com—Jon Lees 

Spies stars stuck…from Page 10 

Nourbese. Pic—Candiese Lenferna 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

William Longsword makes telling  first strike 

Cape Premier Yearling Sale graduate  
William Longsword has made a promising 
start to his stud career and came up with his 
first winner when his son Safe Return 
(above) romped to a brilliant win at  
Kenilworth on Wednesday. 
 
Trained, like both William Longsword and the 
latter's own sire Captain Al, by Vaughan  
Marshall, the Klawervlei Stud bred two-year-old 
had finished second on debut, and he duly went 
one better on Wednesday with a scintillating 
performance. 
 
Under Anton Marcus, Safe Return flew out of 
the starting stalls and from there was never 
headed. Marcus had time to look over his 
shoulder, as Safe Return went on to record a 
four and a quarter length win over 1000m. 
 
The colt, who races for Messrs D G Abery, J J 
Habib & R M Sewgoolam, Ralphs Racing (Pty) 
Ltd (Nom: Miss K Ralphs) & Westward  
Bloodstock Ltd (Nom: Mrs F Carmichael), was a 

R300 000 buy from the 2020 Cape Premier 
Yearling Sale. Nominated for the G3 Cape Of 
Good Hope Nursery, Safe Return looks a really 
exciting prospect for his well bred young sire. 
 
The colt has a full-brother (Lot 168) on offer at 
the 2021 Cape Premier Yearling Sale. 
  
From just a handful of runners thus far, former 
Cape Guineas winner William Longsword has 
been responsible not only for Safe Return but 
also promising filly Poppy Of Bayeux, who  
recently ran third on debut. 
  
The son of Captain Al is very well represented 
at the upcoming Cape Premier Yearling Sale. 
 
These  include a filly (Lot 45) from the same 
family as Kentucky Derby winner Monarchos, a 
three-parts brother (Lot 94) to multiple stakes 
winner Call To Account, and a filly (Lot 134), 
closely related to champion Always In Charge, 
from the immediate family of recently  
pensioned top sire Pivotal. 


