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Woman gamblers are everywhere 

Also Down Under, Serena Williams outlasted 
her big-hitting younger rival Aryna Sabalenka 

on Sunday in a three-set thriller to make the 
Australian Open quarterfinals, keeping her 
chase for a record-equalling 24th Grand Slam 
title on track. 

At Juddmonte Farms in the UK, super stallion 
Kingman (Invincible Spirit) visited Enable 
(Nathaniel), and things got so heated the star 
mare succumbed to his charms.  

The amorous guy managed some leg over, or 
shall we say legs up, on their first date! 
 
That much success, love, and female spirit in 
the air, goes with today’s theme of ‘female 
gamblers’. It was widely reported in 2020 that 

gambling among women was growing at more 
than twice the rate of men. 

The media has focused on gambling addiction 
among females growing in relation to this, of 
course not a nice word reported, but addiction 
goes with the territory in all high-risk or  
high-adrenaline activities.  

For millions of existing male gamblers,  
increased female activity means bigger betting 
pools and undoubtedly more fun and  
camaraderie as their lady counterparts come 
out of the gambling closet. 

The gambling boom was kicked off when Tony 
Blair’s Labour government passed the 
Gambling Act of 2005. (to Page 2) 

On this Valentine’s weekend, lady jockey Jamie Kah won her fourth Group 1 race, the  
Black Caviar Lightning Sprint at Flemington in Australia. 
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with friends while playing, women do not like to 
sit in silence at the casino. 

Wanting To Escape: Women tend to  
internalise a lot of their stress and  
disappointment. Slot machines with their bright, 
 fantastical colours and themes are by nature 
designed to entertain, and create a sense of 
'escape. 
 
We’re not sure why all the above would pertain 
to women only – social commentators have a 
knack of over-analysing things and  novice 
punter Josie West from Sheffield had a chuckle 
when she spoke to us on Sunday, saying: “I’m 
not sure about those findings. I cannot see  
myself sitting ‘typically’ on the sofa at home 
playing free online games and getting addicted.” 

She added: “What about simply having fun? I’d 
never taken a bet in my life until last October 
when I went to a dog-race meeting with a friend. 
I really liked it and, back home, I started  
watching more sports and also horse racing. 

 
“One day on Sky Sports I saw there was a race 
meeting on from my native South Africa and I 
watched a few races and loved it. I opened an 
online betting account and since then I’ve been 
playing quite often. I won 34 pounds for a single 
pound bet the other day, I have almost doubled 
that now, I’ve kept the money in my account 
and I seldom play more than a pound or two. I 
don’t feel addicted, I feel like something very 
exciting has been added to my life, that’s it.” 
 
Josie is the type of girl we need more of among 
racing enthusiasts, as she said: “I love the thrill 
of this game, when two horses finish close and 
I’m on the winner. There’s nothing like it!” 
 
While she does make a habit of reading the 
race summaries before she takes a bet, Josie 

says: “There is a chain of thought that says men 
are better at statistics and numbers, and that 
may well be so. I’m not going to involve myself 
in hours of form study and analytics, I just want 
to have fun!” 

Kitty (not her real name), from Ealing agreed, 
saying: “Women are definitely (to Page 4)

This dramatically liberalised the laws  
governing betting. The industry exploded with 

turnover as a result, and now takes  
approximately £15-billion from UK punters 
alone, every year – equal to more than £200 
from every man, woman and child in the UK – 
with the online sector growing particularly fast. 

The main reason for the increased number of 
females entering the gambling arena is said to 
be the increased number of free slot machine 

games that became available online from 
around 2015 onwards. 

So we literally have a case of ‘bored  
housewives’ entertaining themselves with the 
slots online while hubby is out at the track or 
the casino, before moving on to the real thing, 
online, and then a further move out to casinos, 
racetracks or gambling halls. 

The online slots phenomenon is said to have 
intensified during Covid-19, with masses of 
people sitting at home, with not much to do. 
Now, 70% of female gamblers use apps and 
websites. 
 
The Guardian, as they sometimes do, produced 
a few ‘psychological’ factors to explain why 
some women develop the gambling habit. Their 
three main factors were: 

Excitement: This goes back to the glitz and 

glamour of social gambling. The rush from  
winning creates the additional anticipation of 
something bigger. 

Social aspects: Women tend to prefer  
gambling socially. Whether it’s to feel safer, 
less pressured, or even so they can catch up 

Woman gamblers are everywhere—from Page 1 
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appeared in the cover of Card Player Magazine. 
Jennifer met her husband Phil Laak (below) at a 

poker tournament, he went on to win it, and 
they never looked back. 

She still plays ladies-only tournaments when 
possible because of the camaraderie. And she 
believes the tournaments are just as tough as 
open events, maybe even more so. “I think 
women are tougher than men because they are 
more intuitive.” 

 And what advice can today’s Jennifer offer to 
“Just-Met-Phil Jennifer” of 15 years ago? 
Pro Tip: “Skip the ‘learning how to play poker’ 
part and get straight to the boyfriend part!” 
     
Story courtesy International Racing Club  

stronger on the intuitive side. When I was a 
youngster, I went to the track with my dad and 

his buddies and they were always trying to  
explain form to me. They were comparing  
races, tracks, conditions and speed figures, 
dozens of things, but that just bored me. 

“I noticed after a while that I was selecting just 
as many winners on looks than the form  
students were picking after many strenuous 
hours looking at facts and figures. All I do,  
today, is spot good-looking runners in the  
paddock. I have enough experience now to 
know when they are stripped and ready, or 
when they are overweight and out for a run. 
 
“I don’t bet in every race, sometimes they are 
all on a par in the paddock and then it  
becomes tricky. But I’d say in at least three 
races on an eight-race programme there is an 
outstanding looker, and most of the time they 
run like they look!” 

Actress Jennifer Tilly is one of several celebrity  

gamblers not ashamed of being seen throwing 
vast amounts of cash at machines and tables. 
Others include actors George Clooney, Ashton 
Kutcher, Paris Hilton (below) and golfer Phil 
Mickelson. 

Tilley could be considered a professional  
gambler in her own right. She won the World 
Series of Poker Ladies bracelet in 2005 and 
took home $158,625 in a Ladies' No-Limit  
Texas Hold’em event against 600 other  
players. This famous celebrity gambler also  

Woman gamblers are everywhere—from Page 2 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 
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Recent G1 Cape Flying Championship  
winner Run Fox Run has been retired, and 
her new home will be Ridgemont Highlands 
owned Barnane Stud in Ireland.  
 
The Australian bred daughter of Foxwedge  
has an appointment with a highly impressive 
suitor in her near future, as Craig Kieswetter 
told Turf Talk last week. Only to request that 
the story be put under wraps until the official 
announcement was made this morning  
(cue much gnashing of teeth). 

“She will be bred to Southern Hemisphere time, 
and we will bring the progeny back here.  We 
are pencilling in either Frankel or Kingman.  
 
“We have to continue to develop and improve 
bloodlines in this country, or the industry will 
weaken over time. And obviously we have  
access to world class stallions over there.” 
Kingman of course covered supermare Enable 
on Sunday. 
(above Anton Marcus and Brett Crawford-2nd 
right-savour her final and greatest victory) -tt 

Frankel may have scored a Fox 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Monday at King Abdulaziz Racecourse was 
work day for the American horses in Saudi 
Arabia for Saturday’s $20 million Saudi Cup. 

Knicks Go (above), Charlatan, Sleepy Eyes 
Todd, and Max Player all turned in breezes for 
the Saudi Cup. Tacitus, the other American 
horse that shipped for the race, might have a 
blowout on Tuesday but didn’t work Monday, 
his trainer, Bill Mott said.   
 
Knicks Go, who won the Breeders’ Cup Dirt 
Mile in his final start of 2020 and the Pegasus 
World Cup Invitational last month at Gulfstream 
Park, was timed in 48.40 seconds for his half-
mile work, trainer Brad Cox said. Cox said his 
son Blake Cox and rider Dustin Dugas have 
been happy with Knicks Go since his arrival in 
Riyadh last week, and Monday’s work offered 
more of the same. 
  
Knicks Go and Charlatan (right) will be the  
favourites in the Saudi Cup, a one-turn dirt race 
over 1800m. Charlatan went what trainer Bob 
Baffert, who is in California, described as an 
“easy half” in 49.80.  
 
“Very happy with the way he has shipped and 
trained,” Baffert said in a text message on  
Monday. 

Sleepy Eyes Todd, who was fourth in the  
Pegasus, also worked on Monday but trainer 
Angel Miguel Silva said he didn’t get a time on 
his horse. 
 
Max Player, most recently fourth in the  
Preakness Stakes, went three furlongs in 38.20 
seconds, Cowan the same distance in 37.40, 
both horses breezing alone. 
 
Besides the American horses, the other Saudi 
Cup entrants expected at the Wednesday  
evening post-position draw are Alzahzaah, a 
local horse who has won his last four starts, 
three Group 1s, while racing over the King  
Abdulaziz dirt track; Bangkok, who has shown 
good form this winter on the England  
all-weather circuit; Chuwa Wizard, a Japanese 
Group 1 dirt winner in his most recent outing; 
Extra Elusive, a multiple Group 3 winner over 1 
1/4 miles on turf in England; Global Giant, the 
lesser of two likely entrants trained by John 
Gosden; Great Scot, another local horse who 
was 12th in the 2020 Saudi Cup; Military Law, a 
Dubai-based gelding who won Round 1 of the 
Al Maktoum Challenge at Meydan on Jan. 21; 
Mishriff, a member of Gosden’s “A” team and 
the winner of the 2020 Saudi Derby in his only 
dirt start; and Simsir, a Bahraini horse who  
appears to be seriously overmatched.  
 

www.drf.com 

US stars tune up for $$$20m Saudi Cup 

Pic-Coady Photo. 

Pic-Benoit Photo. 
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Pic-Wayne Marks. 

With no let-up in the already waterlogged tracks, Paul Peter confirmed that the  
decision has been made not to run Summer Pudding this Saturday 20 February.  

    No Pudding for you  

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Racing authorities have been asked to 
probe claims surrogate mares have been 
used to breed horses in a serious breach of 
the sport's rules.  

Investigators from Racing Victoria have been 
handed a file from a former employee of a  
major breeding operation. 

It alleges a surrogate was used for a champion 
mare that was struggling to conceive. A  
surrogate was used in another case to carry a 
foal that became a multiple Group 1 winner 
earning millions of dollars in prizemoney. 
 
Authorities have also been handed text  
messages that purportedly show a  
veterinarian’s involvement in the scheme. One 
text speaks of artificially inseminating a  
broodmare, then indicates two other mares are 
ready to carry the foal. 

“Glad to say that (horse name) has read the 
textbook this cycle,” the message says. 
 
“I have done a split AI 6hrs before and during 
ovulation. The rest is up to her. I have two 
mares in synchrony so as well as it can be 
here. Let you know in just over a week if we 
recover an embryo. 

“(Horse name redacted) still holding a HF but 
hope to see it move this week and will time 
nicely with other recips.” 

The word “recips” means recipient mares. 
RV has declined to confirm or deny whether its 
stewards are probing the breeding operation 
after the Herald Sun last week sent questions 
to the body about the program. 

Embryo transfer involves recovering an embryo 
from a donor mare after conception — either 
through artificial insemination (AI) or natural 
breeding — and transferring it to another mare, 
known as a recipient mare. The recipient mare 
then becomes pregnant and carries the foal to 
term. 

It is understood the whistleblower wants an  
indemnity in return for his co-operation, telling 
the Herald Sun the information on the breeding 
operation was “explosive”. 

The rules of breeding for thoroughbred racing 
are set out in the Australian Stud Book. 
 
There are strict guidelines regarding breeding 
and the identification of thoroughbreds in the 
industry. In thoroughbred racing, horses must 
be naturally bred. www.punters.com.au  

Top Aussie stud ‘used surrogate mares’ 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/

