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Brilliant Captain Al the ‘Guineas King’  

His final crop are now three-year-olds, and a 
number are standing out, even in what is  

obviously a well above average generation of 
sophomores.  

In fact after his son Malmoos showed plenty of 
pluck to win the WSB Gauteng Guineas on 
Saturday, Captain Al is the only candidate to 
be crowned ‘Guineas King’ this year.  

His brilliant daughter Captain’s Ransom 
romped home in the Cape Fillies Guineas,  
before giving older dual G1 winner Clouds  
Unfold (What A Winter) a good thumping in the 
G1 Majorca Stakes. She is unsurprisingly the 
highest rated three-year-old filly in the country 
with a mark of 126. 

And grandson Linebacker (Captain Of All) 
only went down a neck when runner up to  

Russian Rock (Pomodoro) in the Cape  
Guineas.     

Then there is G2 Erik The Red, who is destined 
to take up stallion duties himself at Varsfontein 
later this year.   

That will make it four sons already at stud, with 
Captain Of All, William Longsword and  
One World having already gone into service, so 
to speak. 

And one glance at Thoroughbredracing.com’s 
highly respected stallion rankings show just 
how highly regarded Captain Al is even on the 
world stage.  

He is ranked joint 18th, alongside the mighty 
Frankel! To put that into perspective, no other 
SA sire makes the top 100. (to Page 2)  

The amazing former champion sire Captain Al continues to have a major impact on our 
breeding industry, despite passing away in July 2017. 
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“He dominated the whole sphere of the  
covering shed.  He was an amazing horse, and 

had a wonderful temperament, but never a 
horse you messed around with. You did what 
you had to do, and he would let you know if 
you were out of line. 

“An absolute pleasure to work with, and he just 
gave and gave and gave. 

“Captain Al and the word dominant go hand in 
hand.” 

Turf Talk editor remembers 

I was at Kenilworth the day Captain Al made 
his racing debut at the end of 1998. There was 
a lot of talk on course about Vaughan  
Marshall’s two year old being ‘unbeatable’. He 
came home like a star in that humble Maiden 
Juvenile Plate and that was something that 
never left him throughout his career, whether 
as racehorse or stallion.  

Kenilworth was always his home from home, 
with all four of his Graded wins being scored at 
Cape Town’s flagship course.  

He really hit his stride as a three-year-old, 
notching a win in the G3 Matchem before the 
undoubted pinnacle of his racing days, the 
great victory in the G1 Cape Guineas on 16 
January 2000.  

Written off by many pre-race due to being 
drawn widest of all at 16, the Captain showed 
that he had the heart to match his huge ability 
when fighting off fellow G1 winner Glamour 
Boy over the final furlong.  

He was kept to sprinting as a four-year-old, 
scoring impressively in both the Diadem and 
Matchem before being retired to stud.  

By Al Mufti and out of the multiple stakes  
winner producing mare Off To War, the Captain 
always looked to have good prospects as a 
stallion, but it would be fair to say he surpassed 
almost all expectations.  

He always produced precocious types, borne 

out by the remarkable fact that he was  
Champion sire of two-year-olds an incredible 
eight years in succession from 2009-16.(to P4)

Marshall looks back   

Vaughan Marshall handled the son of Al Mufti 

from the first to last day of his racing career, 
and has the following reflections.   

“He was an exceptional horse to work with – an 
absolute gentleman and never coltish – he was 
very special. The only pity was that after  
winning the Cape Guineas he picked up a lung 
infection in Durban and was very sick.  

“He lost a large portion of his lung capacity as a 
result, and so was kept to sprints after that. He 
possibly would have gone 2000m otherwise. 
We never really saw his full potential on the 
track.” 

Klawervlei boss reflects 

Captain Al spent his post racing career at 
Klawervlei Stud. As MD John Koster recalls: 

“Dominance is the word I would most associate 
with Captain Al as a stallion. He has dominated 
certain sectors of the racing calendar - from 
1000m to 1600m especially – for example the  
Scottsville day of Grade 1 sprints. 

“This year he has dominated the Guineas, and 
his mares are now starting to do the same. 
Kommetdieding is out of a Captain Al mare, 
and he looks set to be connected with quite a 
few runners in the Cape Derby on the 27th. 

“As an individual he always commanded his 
space. He was an extremely proud horse who 
knew he was something special.  

Brilliant Captain Al the ‘Guineas king’—from Page 1 
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Sean Tarry’s sprint queen duo Carry On  
Alice and recently retired Celtic Sea were  
inarguably his premier female offspring, with 
Cape Fillies Guineas winner Captain’s Lover 
and All Is Secret also deserving of an  
honourable mention. -tt 

TRC GLOBAL SIRES RANKINGS (SA ONLY)  

 Rank                                             Points 

18   Captain Al                         1004 
101 Silvano                        981  
111 Gimmethegreenlight      979  

128 Var      976  
146  Ideal World    974 
174  Vercingetorix   972  
195  King Of Kings   971  
195  Pomodoro        971  
195  Twice Over    971 
212  What A Winter   970  

For the full list go to  

https://www.thoroughbredracing.com/rankings/
category/sire/ 

His list of outstanding progeny is a vast one. 
One World (above) and Hill Fifty Four both won 
the Met, while at the other end of the distance 
scale Equus champion sprinter and multiple 
Gr1 winner Captain Of All was something very 
special, as was Cape Guineas winner William 
Longsword. The list goes on and on….  

Brilliant Captain Al the ‘Guineas King’—from Page 2 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

https://www.thoroughbredracing.com/rankings/category/sire/
https://www.thoroughbredracing.com/rankings/category/sire/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Undefeated Kommetdieding will face off with Cape Guineas winner Russian Rock (above) 
in what promises to be an enthralling Jonsson Workwear Cape Derby (G1) on February 27. 

Vaughan Marshall pair Linebacker and Rascallion were second and third in the Guineas, and 
have also been entered. The Snaith yard rate The Gatekeeper extremely highly, and after his fast 
finishing fifth in the Guineas, he is another to keep tabs on.  

The G2 Khaya Stables Diadem Stakes, and G3 Prix du Cap are other co-headliners, on a day with 
no less than six Stakes races. For full details go to turftalk.co.za  
 

R 750,000    2000m      

JONSSON WORKWEAR CAPE DERBY (Grade 1) 

For 3-year-olds 

 1 KOMMETDIEDING      (3C) 60.0 117   HWJ Crawford/M Rix  

 2 RUSSIAN ROCK       (3C) 60.0 114   Dean Kannemeyer     

13 LINEBACKER         (3G) 60.0 112   Vaughan Marshall    

 4 RASCALLION         (3C) 60.0 110 B Vaughan Marshall    

 5 THE GATEKEEPER     (3C) 60.0 109   Justin Snaith       

 3 HOEDSPRUIT         (3G) 60.0 108   Justin Snaith       

 8 CRIMSON KING       (3G) 60.0 103   Glen Kotzen         

 9 LEGITIMATE         (3G) 60.0 101 C Dean Kannemeyer     

10 MY BESTIE          (3G) 60.0 101   Glen Kotzen         

14 RED LARK           (3G) 60.0 100 C Andre Nel           

11 DUBAI LIGHTS       (3G) 60.0  93   Vaughan Marshall    

 6 FIREALLEY          (3G) 60.0  92   Candice Bass-Robin  

12 JUAN CARLOS        (3C) 60.0  90   Adam Marcus         

 7 FORT RED           (3G) 60.0  79 B Mike Stewart        

   (14) 

Kommet faces Rock in Cape Derby 

https://www.turftalk.co.za/kommetdieding-faces-rock-in-derby/
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Jockeys, trainers and presenters all have 
serious day jobs, so whenever the  
opportunity to have a laugh in front of the 
camera comes along they often grab it with 
both hands.  
 
We’ve compiled some of the funniest horse 
racing quotes and one liners said by racing  
personalities. Enjoy! 
  
Hayley Turner: “I’ve got a feeling, I’m going 
to lose the ride to Galileo, I think he’s got 
the mount on her next unfortunately”  
 
Hayley Turner (above) couldn’t help cracking 
this wise line when being asked if she thought 
she would be riding her favourite filly Onassis 
next season after winning at Goodwood back in 
October last year.  
 

Ted Walsh: “This is really a lovely horse, I 
once rode her mother” 
 
Ted made this comment on a promising sort… 
We all know what Ted means but it still gets the 
giggles going and at first glance, it’ll certainly 
raise an eyebrow or two. 
 
Willie Carson: “I’m lucky because I have an 
athlete between my legs” 

Taken out of context this quote from five-time 
Champion Jockey Willie Carson would certainly 
make you think twice.  

AP McCoy: “If anyone falls at the last fence 
we’ve got an expert to talk about it” 
A playful joke by AP McCoy to his good 
friend Ruby Walsh when Ruby first joined the 
ITV racing team. (to Page 8) 

Funniest racing quotes 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

John Gosden: “As long as he doesn’t go 
over there shouting at all the French ladies. 
He’s a bit fond of that!” 

John Gosden was talking about his super  
stayer Stradivarius (above) last September 
ahead of his tilt at the Prix de l’Arc de  
Triomphe. It’s obviously very important to keep 
Strad’s mind away from distractions to focus on 
the race in hand!  

Ted Walsh: “I never ate a Kardashian” 

On RTE (Irish TV channel), they created an 
#AskTed series where people could ask Ted 
anything.  

One user tweeted in saying “who’s your  
favourite Kardashian” and Ted replied “I never 
ate a Kardashian”.  

Ted’s total disinterest in celebrity culture is what 
makes this response so great. 

Hollie Doyle: “He won’t be coming home  
tonight” Hollie Doyle and Tom Marquand are 
fast becoming the golden couple of British 
horse racing, with the top jockeys recently an-
nouncing their engagement. 

Hollie made the comment after finishing a close  
second to Tom at Lingfield Park back in De-
cember 2019. At the time Hollie was chasing 
her a British record of the most amount of win-
ners by a women in a calendar year – she got 
their despite this loss!It’s great to see they can 
have a laugh with each other while focusing on 
their important job. 

John Gosden: “Mr Dettori has three kids  
going to college, Enable needs to stay in 
training” A quick quip from John Gosden when 
asked if Enable stays in training after she just 
won the 2018 Arc. Instead of the usual answer 
of we’ll wait how she’s come out of the race and 
what the owner wants to do, John decided to 
have a bit of fun. www.greatbritishracing.com 

Funniest racing quotes—from Page 6 
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Pic-Wayne Marks. 

Champion Enable was successfully covered by Classic winning miler and Gr.1 sire Kingman on 
the morning of Valentine’s day at her Banstead Manor Stud home (above). 

Enable was Kingman’s valentine….aaaaah 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Narrow Creek Stud sold a What A Winter 
colt from Listed winner Limerick for 
R300,000 at the 2020 Cape Premier Yearling 
Sale.  
 
And the stud’s John Everett says the  
half-brother by Querari (Lot 111) is expected to 
top that figure at this year’s renewal at  
De Grendel on 14 March. 
 
“Our Querari is a beautiful bay colt. He’s a half-
brother to the international performer  
Noah From Goa, from the family of Forries 
Waltz, another runner who made headlines 
abroad. He is magnificent and strong, looks a 
speedy type. 

“The Limerick offspring are still doing well. Van 
Gogh, her 2017 foal, ran a good race last  
Saturday and will win soon. The blood is still 
potent.” 
 
Narrow Creek’s other yearling on offer is Lot 
51, a filly by Flower Alley from Dawn Flight, by 
Elusive Fort.  
 
This is a tall, lanky filly from the family of Gr2 
winner Alexis, a first foal who is expected to 
take some time, but is “nice and worth a look”. 

 

Narrow Creek excited about Querari colt 

Lot 111, Querari colt  

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, PAST 
ISSUES CAN BE FOUND AT 

www.turftalk.co.za  

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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Travis Tygart, the man responsible for  
exposing some of the biggest doping  
scandals this century in his role as US  
Anti-Doping Agency (Usada) chief  
executive, says his organisation is ready to 
embrace the “huge responsibility” of taking 
over anti-doping and medication  
enforcement in US racing. 

Usada has been behind bans for dopers such 
as cyclist Lance Armstrong, athletics coach  
Alberto Salazar and athletes linked to Balco 
labs scandal, such as Marion Jones, since 
coming into existence in 2000. 
 
From next summer Usada will assume control 
of drug testing, anti-doping and medication vio-
lations as part of the Horseracing Integrity and 
Safety Act [Hisa], which was passed by US 
lawmakers at the end of last year, centralising 
the process for the first time. 
 
While Usada has primarily focused on doping 
perpetrated by human athletes, Tygart believes 
there are no differences in the underlying prin-
ciples of breaking the rules to win and is seek-
ing to introduce a “gold standard” for racing. 
 
Speaking on the Thoroughbred Daily News 
Weekly Podcast, Tygart said: “Cheating,  
honesty, ethics and the rule of sport are the 
same across all sports. While some might want 
to say there's a difference between equine anti-
doping and medication control programmes 
and what happens in humans, the mentality of 
cheating and trying to get away and get an  
advantage over the rules is all the same. 
 
“We're really looking forward to it and it's a 
huge responsibility but one we're ready to  
embrace. [We will] learn the nuts and bolts of 
the industry that we don't know and put in a 
gold standard programme that people can have 
a lot of satisfaction and pride in [knowing it]  
allows an equal opportunity to win playing by 
the rules, which is all any athlete can ask for.” 

The passing of the Hisa and introduction of 
Usada into the sport comes at a time when US 
racing has suffered a number of setbacks 
around medication, most notably the arrest and 
indictment of trainers Jorge Navarro and Jason 
Servis alongside several others last year on 
charges of running an illegal doping ring.  
 
Trainer Bob Baffert was also prompted to make 
a public statement last November promising to 
do “everything possible" to prevent further  
violations after a number of his horses tested 
positive for prohibited raceday substances. 
 
An education programme and willingness for 
those within racing to want to compete clean 
was as much a part of Usada's ambition as  
enhanced testing and penalties, according to 
Tygart, who added that he felt society was too 
willing to take shortcuts to wins. 
 
“We don’t want people to cheat, but if it's too 
easy to get away with and there's no  
consequences when you get caught then peo-
ple will take advantage and that's what we have 
to stop,” he said. 
 
“I've sat down with Lance Armstrong, Tyler 
Hamilton, Marion Jones and I’ve heard the 
pressures on those athletes to win and I've 
heard about the hyper-competitive environment 
and the win at all costs mentality. There's a  
culture in our society, and we should be honest 
about it, that it's okay to win if you cheat as 
long as you don't get caught. In sport, the rules 
are very clear and they say you can't do that. 
 
“In horseracing it's all the more important be-
cause the horses — the athletes — can't say 
no. They don't get a choice. They are at the 
whims of a trainer or an owner and that's  
unfair.” 
 
Tygart added that while change would not  
happen overnight, the progress made to rid 
professional cycling of illegal drugs offered 
hope for other sports as well. 
 
He said: “We have no choice but to fight as if 
we're going to win. What we see today in  
cycling is that athletes have hope and they can 
win. During the height of the Postal Service 
[and Lance Armstrong] series, I don't think you 
could have won a single stage if you weren't 
part of the doping culture. You should have a 
fair opportunity to win without breaking the 
rules and that's what we strive for every day.” 
                   www.racingpost.com 

The man who took down Lance Armstrong 


