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No doubts about Catch 22  says Lerena   

It is the same story in racing. When it comes to 
the graded races, trainers feel confident relying 

on a jockey who has “been there, done that”. 

One such rider is 35-year-old Gavin Lerena 
who has ridden — and won on — four of the 
nine runners in Saturday’s WSB Gauteng  
Guineas at Turffontein. 

Lerena is a guy to have on your side when  
having a punt. His mounts rarely go missing.  

At the Vaal last Tuesday, Mill Queen and Rio’s 
Winter were favourites for their respective  
races — no mistakes from the man on top. 

So what Lerena has to say about his Guineas 
mount, Catch TwentyTwo, will delight the  
gelding’s trainer, Paul Peter. 

“I make him the horse to beat. He’s maturing all 
the time and getting stronger with every run,” 

he said. 

He has won on both Second Base and Copper 
Mountain, so what about their chances?  

“With Copper Mountain it’s a question of  
whether he stays a mile, and Second Base 
may find the 1,600m too short,” Lerena said. 

So let’s look at the six runners who could take 
the winner’s cheque of R315,000. 

Malmoos: Went into the Cape Guineas  
unbeaten but failed to shape from a wide draw 
and finished ninth. Mike de Kock is happy with 
the colt since his return so a big run looks on 
the cards. (to Page 2) 

 When it comes to big sporting events, the coach or trainer is happy to rely on experience. 
Take last Sunday’s Super Bowl for example — if Tom Brady had not been in the Tampa Bay 

Buccaneers team, chances are they might not have won, writes David Mollett.  
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Copper Mountain: Could be the pick of Johan 
Janse van Vuuren’s duo — he beat Second 

Base by five lengths in September. Held by 
Catch TwentyTwo on Tony Ruffel form but 
does have a good barrier. 

Second Base: He has done his connections 
proud with five wins from six starts and  
deserves his chance in grade 2 company.  
However, this is a different kettle of fish than 
taking on the likes of Nartjie and Tyron’s  
Express, and the son of Gimmethegreenlight 
may have to settle for a minor place. 

Eliud: One has to love Candice Dawson’s 
quote about her big race runner in Winning 
Form. She said: “Eliud is a Futura ‘bomb’. He 
took a while to taxi down the runway, but has 
now taken off!” 

A week ago this column voiced the opinion that 
the Dawson inmate could be the “surprise  
package” in the race. He finished (to Page 4)

Mount Pleasant: Remarkably similar to his  
stablemate — went into the Dingaans unbeaten 

but beat only four home. His trainer feels he 
might be a sprinter and the Aussie-bred colt 
has eased in the market. His merit-rating is 13 
points higher than Malmoos. 

Malmoos-pic Chase Liebenberg 

Catch TwentyTwo: He was beaten by six 
lengths by Mount Pleasant on debut and two 
lengths by Malmoos in the Graham Beck 
Stakes last October. But the Paul Peter inmate 

has got better with every run and boasts wins in 
the Dingaans and Tony Ruffel Stakes. He beat 
Copper Mountain by two lengths in the latter 
race. 

No doubts about Catch 22 says Lerena—from Page 1 

         Molly’s Turffontein selections   

1st Race: No Selection 

2nd Race: (10) Lee Express (5) Differentiate 
(2) Zodiac Princess (4) Cosmic Ray 

3rd Race: (1) Smuts (2) Major Winter  
(9) Dance Partner (3) Light Without 

4th Race: (4) Anna Capri (2) Rapid Fire  
(1) Valyrian King (5) Sweet Sensation 

5th Race: (7) Master Supreme (3) Nimcha  
(9) Apollo Robbins (5) Barak 

6th Race: (2) War Of Athena (1) Anything Goes 
(4) Miss Elegance (5) Caralluma 

7th Race: (3) Malmoos (2) Catch TwentyTwo 
(1) Mount Pleasant (7) Eliud 

8th Race: (9) Winter Smoke (5) Winter Stories 
(3) Bold Ransom (2) True To Life 

9th Race: (1) Zimbaba (2) Celestial Love  
(3) Toto (4) Bella Black 

10th Race: (12) Putontheredlight (3) Express-
fromtheUS (2) Chijmes (6) Whorly Whorly 
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(Just like in the G1 Thekwini at Greyville back in 
August (below), where Anything Goes (top)  

prevailed by a diminishing neck –tt)  

Article courtesy of Business Day. 

 

  

             

fourth in the Tony Ruffel (backed down to 5-1), 
but that race was over 1,400m and the  

lightly-raced son of Futura had previously 
cruised home by five lengths over 1,600m. 

Now reverting to 1,600m, in-form S’manga  
Khumalo rides him for the first time and this 
writer is happy with an ante-post voucher taken 
at nomination of 23-4 a place (four places). 

Bingwa, Kingsley’s Heart and Namib Desert 
are outsiders in the betting and look unlikely to  
be involved for the winner’s purse. 

If you forgive his flop behind Russian Rock in 
the Cape Guineas, Malmoos has to go close 
from pole position if he is back to the form he 
showed in the Graham Beck Stakes. 

Still, it is a race to tread warily from a betting 
point of view and the recommendation is a 
quartet double floating Malmoos and Eliud with 
Catch Twenty-Two, Mount Pleasant, Copper 
Mountain and Second Base. 

There is another round of War Of Athena  
versus Anything Goes in the Wilgerbosdrift  

Fillies Guineas, the third time they have 
clashed this term. 

In an interview with Turftalk last Monday, train-
er Paul Matchett remained bullish about  
War Of Athena: “I would have liked to have 
raced on Saturday as she’s fit and well. But it 
doesn’t really make any difference. She’s a  
natural athlete and looks after herself in work.” 

Anything Goes had the misfortune to suffer a 
slipped saddle in her defeat in the Three  
Troikas so the judge may be required here. 

No doubts about Catch 22 says Lerena—from Page 2 

WSB Gauteng Guineas 13 February  
2-1     Malmoos 
22-10 Mount Pleasant 
33-10 Catch Twenty Two 
4-1     Second Base 
16-1   Copper Mountain 
25-1   Eliud 
40-1   Bingwa, Kingsley’s Heart, Namib Desert 
 

Wilgerbosdrift Gauteng Fillies Guineas  
1-1      War Of Athena 
11-10  Anything Goes      
14-1    Caralluma, Gee For Go, Miss Elegance  
25-1    Castle Durrow 
50-1    Only The Brave  
 

Wilgerbosdrift Tommy Hotspur Handicap 
4-1      Bold Ransom 
9-2      True To Life 
6-1      Bohica, Winter Smoke   
8-1      Mombela, Miracle Flight, Oravar 
10-1    Singforafa, Winter Stories 
16-1    Epic Dream 
20-1    Old Man Thyme 
                   ggg.gaming.bet         

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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Shadwell, one of the world's biggest racing 
and breeding operations, is to wind 
down its interests in the southern  
hemisphere following a global review of the 
business. 
 
In a move that will have major financial  
implications on racing's global scene, Shadwell  
founder Hamdan Al Maktoum has made the 
decision to disband the thoroughbred holdings 
of Shadwell Stud Australasia Ltd and sell off his 
star horses in Australia and South Africa over 
the next few months. 
 
Sheikh Hamdan has cited his inability to be as 
closely involved as he would like as a core  
reason behind the decision. 
 
The sheikh's famous blue and white colours 
have lit up European racecourses through the 
likes of Nashwan, Salsabil, Dayjur and Bat-
taash, and also in Australia, most notably with 
Melbourne Cup wins for At Talaq (1986) and 
Jeune (1994). 
 
Shadwell's racing manager Angus Gold said: 
"Sheikh Hamdan has had a long and  
successful involvement in Australia, initially 
thanks to his close friendship with Colin Hayes 
and subsequently with his son David when he 
took over the licence.  
 
"During that time, and from initially small  
numbers of horses in training, champions such 
as At Talaq, Almaarad, Zabeel and Jeune,  
together with Group 1 winners Azzaam, Fraar, 
Istidaad, Tawqeet, Rewaaya and Qafila have 
raced in his world famous colours. 
 
"However, as those who know him will attest, 
Sheikh Hamdan is very much a 'hands on' man 
who likes to be closely involved with the Shad-
well horses, and due to his commitments in 

UAE he has not been able to devote as much 
time as he would like to following their horses 
in Australia. 
 
"As a result, and as part of a global review of 
the Shadwell operation, it has been decided to 
wind down its racing and breeding operations 
in the southern hemisphere over the next few 
months; the entire Australian yearling crop will 
be offered at public auction at the various  
upcoming sales, with the cream of them going 
to the Inglis Australian Easter Yearling Sale, 
and the breeding stock will all be sold at the 
Magic Millions Breeding Stock Sale at the end 
of May – the horses in training will gradually be 
dispersed in due course." 
 
Sheikh Hamdan had a long association with the 
Hayes family, with Colin responsible for At 
Talaq's Melbourne Cup success in 1986, not 
long after they joined forces. (to Page 8) 

Shock as Sheik Maktoum cuts SA interest 

The Sheijk’s Malmoos is favourite for Saturday’s 
WSB Gauteng Guineas. Pic: Wayne Marks 
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Pic-Wayne Marks. 

  

Gold Circle increase minor stakes  

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

When Hayes retired at the end of the 1989-90 
season, his son David assumed control of 
Shadwell's Australian horses and  
masterminded a second Melbourne Cup win for 
the operation with Jeune in 1994. David's son 
Ben and nephew Tom Dabernig train the  
current team. 
 
Gold added: "On Sheikh Hamdan's behalf I 
would like to thank the extended Hayes family, 
namely Colin, Peter and David, as well as Tony 
McEvoy, and latterly Ben Hayes and Tom 
Dabernig together with their excellent staff, for 
the outstanding job they have done over the 
years for Sheikh Hamdan and Shadwell. 
 
“Equally I would like to pay tribute to Arthur and 
Harry Mitchell and their team at Yarraman Park 
for all their hard work in looking after our  
breeding stock for the last twenty years or so.  
 
"Shadwell have been a huge supporter of the 
Australasian yearling market for a number of 
years now and have been rewarded with  
numerous stakes winners both in Australia and 
South Africa. 
 
“As well as the horses mentioned earlier they 
have won three runnings of the Blue Diamond 
with Mahaasin, Nadeem and  
Reaan, though having been underbidders on 
both Miss Finland and Estijaab unfortunately 
the Golden Slipper eluded us. 
 
“Other recent stakes winners include Enbihaar, 
Rimraam, Madeenaty, Zamzam and Minhaaj, 
all of whom will be offered for sale, as well as 
champions Rafeef, Mustaaqeem, Majmu (right) 
and Entisaar in South Africa. 
 
"We have made a conscious effort to upgrade 
the quality of the breeding stock over the last 
few years and I feel sure that there will be  
plenty of good buying opportunities for  
prospective buyers at the upcoming sales. 
 

"Although it is very sad that we will no longer be 
represented on the track in Australia I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank Sheikh 
Hamdan for his loyal support of the industry 
over so many years, and to wish all prospective 
purchasers the best of luck in the years ahead. 
 
“As we have seen from the recent successful 
yearling sales on the Gold Coast and at the 
Classic sale in Sydney there certainly couldn’t 
be a more exciting time to be involved in such a 
thriving racing industry." 
                   www.racingpost.com 

Shock as Sheik cuts SA interest—from Page 6 
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Swellendam’s Ten Einde Stud has made 
good progress in recent years, and the 
stud’s Hein Moller is forever trying to  
improve the quality of his stock. 
 
Ten Einde has a colt and two fillies to pass 
through the auction ring at CPYS on 14 March 
and Moller said:  
 
“We sold What A Captain (What A Winter) for 
R400,000 to Mike de Kock a few years ago, he 
was a decent sort.  
 
“We have his full-brother on sale this year, Lot 
64, from the mare Free Fall (Captain Al). He’s a 
big, strong yearling, a ringer for his brother.” 
 

Moller’s first filly is Lot 23, by the much-vaunted 
Canford Cliffs (IRE), the second foal of a mare 
by Seventh Rock: “She’s well put-together, this 
one, and comes from an accomplished  
European family.” 
 
Lot 158 (pictured) is by Pomodoro from Silver 
Candle (Al Mufti), who is a half-sister to  
internationally acclaimed racer and broodmare 
National Colour (dam of Rafeef, Mustaaqeem).  
 
“She’s not a big filly, but she has National  
Colour’s grey coat, her half-brothers by Twice 
Over were both exported to Mauritius and  
Sean Tarry trains her half-sister Colour  
Of Light, already a three-time winner.”  
          capethoroughbredsales.com 

Ten Einde sends three to De Grendel 

Lot 158 Pomodoro x Silver Candle filly  


