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Craig seeks perfection for Ridgemont   

In 2014 the now 33-year-old was an  
established England cricketer with 71  

internationals behind him, and the  
wicketkeeper/batsman had been named  
man-of-the-match when his 63 helped the 
Three Lions win the ICC 20/20 World Cup of 
2010.  

But all that ended in a moment while playing for 
Somerset. A delivery from Northamptonshire 
paceman David Willey caused severe eye 
damage which ultimately led to retirement.     

“It was devastating at the time, but I’m truly  
fortunate that I still have vision in that eye.  

“But when one door closes another opens. It 
created the opportunity for me to get involved 
and keep dad in check and on a tight rope here 

on the farm,” he says jokingly (I think) about 
family patriarch Wayne Kieswetter.  

He is of course talking about the much-
decorated Robertson stud farm, which is the 
local flagship of the Ridgemont Highlands 
Brand. 

“Ridgemont Highlands encompasses the  
original Highlands Stud Farm, and the farm we 
have purchased in Wellington, which is a 
breaking in, pre-training and spelling operation.  

“Malan du Toit comes in three times a week 
there to work with all the babies. It offers a  
really good grounding, not just for our horses, 
but for other clients who want to send their 
horses to a proper state-of-the-art facility. 
(to Page 2) 

We live in uncertain times, something which perennial high achiever Craig Kieswetter of 
Ridgemont Highlands knows only too well. 

Craig Kieswetter(2nd left) helps lead in Whisky Baron after his 2017 Sun Met triumph  
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“But my parents only got back into racing and  
breeding when my brother Ross and I left 
home, and they had more time. And it’s  
obviously grown exponentially in a relatively 
short period of time.  

“It’s a family business. My father is still very 
much involved, and Ross runs the farm in  
Wellington, along with his fiancé Julia.  

“And we’re very lucky to have Craig Carey in 
Robertson, who has been an integral part from 
the very beginning. His blood is Ridgemont 
blue, and he has a wealth of industry 
knowledge and experience unrivalled in this 
country.” 

And they have certainly bought some prime 
breeding stock overseas, with recent Gr1 Cape 
Flying Championship winner Run Fox Run a 

prime example. The formula is certainly  
bearing dividends.  

“Since we took over in 2017, there have been 
around 50 black type horses that have raced 
for, or been bred on the farm. And for this  
coming breeding season we have six full black 
type maiden mares, including (to Page 4) 

“We tried to build it on similar lines to a place 
called Longholes, which is just outside  
Newmarket in the UK.    

“We also own a stud farm in Tipperary (Ireland) 
called Barnane. There are a few in training in 
the UK, including Urban Fox, who won the Gr1 
Pretty Polly in Ireland, and has three Gr1  
seconds in England and France.  

“There are four mares there in foal to Southern 
Hemisphere time, and we will bring the progeny 
back here.” 

And 2017 Sun Met hero Whisky Baron lives  
on-site as well.  

“He’s basically the king of Barnane and  
enjoying a very luxurious lifestyle. He’s in stable 
number one, which has an open window into 
the office.” 

Craig and younger brother Ross weren’t neces-
sarily born into a life in racing.   

“My paternal grandfather owned horses, trained 
by Chris Snaith, and my father rode work there 
when he was young.  

Craig seeks perfection for Ridgemont—from Page 1 

After another triumphant performance for England at cricket 
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names like Front And Centre, Miss Florida, 
Freedom Charter, and Nastergal, which is very 

exciting.” 

Front And Centre is in foal to their exciting 
young stallion Canford Cliffs (below), whose 
first Ridgemont Highlands bred progeny go to 
the CTS National Premier Yearling Sale on 
March 14.  

“The quality of his foals and yearlings is quite 

outstanding. But he won five Gr1 races in  
Europe, and was dubbed ‘the darling of Royal 
Ascot’ so it’s not surprising. He really stamps 
his progeny, and what impresses us the most is 
their athleticism.” 

And Rafeef (below) has also got off to a flyer 
with his first juveniles to race. 

“Rafeef is impeccably bred and an absolute 
monster of a horse.  

“All of his two-year-olds to have raced so far 
have won or placed, and it’s all there for him to 
be a brilliant pure speed stallion, which this 
country obviously enjoys.  

“With Potala Palace we have three great young 
stallions, and Jackson is still here as well.” 

Looking to the future, Craig has a vision: 
“Everyone wants to achieve the holy grail of 

champion breeder, but that is very much a 
numbers game. The end goal is to breed 
strong, healthy, happy horses that want to race 
and can be champions. 

“We are driven to be the best breeding and  
racing operation in the country. Not necessarily 
in terms of numbers. But we want a full black 
type producing broodmare band who ultimately 
can produce stock good enough to compete 
and win overseas, when that is possible again. 

“We want to create the perfect product.” -tt 

Craig seeks perfection for Ridgemont-from Page 2 

WSB Gauteng Guineas 13 February  
 
2-1     Mount Pleasant, Malmoos 
33-10 Catch Twenty Two 
9-2     Second Base 
16-1   Copper Mountain 
25-1   Eliud 
40-1   Bingwa, Kingsley’s Heart, Namib Desert 

Wilgerbosdrift Gauteng Fillies Guineas  
 
9-10    War Of Athena 
11-10  Anything Goes      
14-1    Caralluma, Gee For Go, Miss Elegance  
25-1    Castle Durrow 
50-1    Only The Brave  

Wilgerbosdrift Tommy Hotspur Handicap 
 
4-1      Bold Ransom 
9-2      True To Life 
6-1      Mombela, Winter Smoke   
7-1      Bohica 
8-1      Miracle Flight, Winter Stories 
10-1    Oravar, Singforafa 
16-1    Epic Dream 
20-1    Old Man Thyme                            

 
 
                   www.gggaming.bet       
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Any seasoned participant in the  
horseracing industry will be aware that  
passion and hard work are integral features 
of any successful stable. It is a most  
rewarding profession to be a part of and 
getting out in the early morning with  
beautiful thoroughbreds, may just be the 
perfect way to start the day.  
 
The hard-working grooms are the early risers 
who attend to all of the basic needs of their 
charges. This includes cleaning the stables and 
feeding, watering and grooming the horses. 
The next step is taking them to the training 
tracks to put them through their exercise  
regime. And on race days, the grooms  
accompany their horses to the racecourses and 
ensure their safe return.  
 
The Highveld Autumn Feature Season gets  
underway at Turffontein on Saturday 13  
February and we are pleased to announce that 
a new initiative will be launched on the day to 
reward the grooms for their contribution to 
horseracing.  
 
The Racing Association has managed to  
secure a sponsorship from prominent owner 
and Chair of Studio-88, Laurence Wernars.  
The cash prizes will be awarded to each groom 
for each feature race on the calendar as  
follows:  
1st place: R2500 and a winning trophy  
2nd place: R1000 / 3rd place: R 750  
4th place: R 500 / 5th place: R 250  

Qualifying races are detailed hereunder:  
FEBRUARY 2021 
Sat 13 Feb WSB Gauteng Guineas G2 
Wilgerbosdrift Gauteng Fillies Guineas G2 
Tommy Hotspur Hcp G3 
Sat 20 Feb Egoli Mile NBT 
Sat 27 Feb Acacia Hcp G3 / Bauhinia Hcp L 
Storm Bird Stakes L / Ruffian Stakes L 
 
MARCH 2021 
Sat 6 Mar WSB SA Classic G1 
Wilgerbosdrift SA Fillies Classic G1 
Hawaii Stakes G2 / Aquanaut Hcp L 
Sat 13 Mar Senor Santa Stakes G2 
Drum Star Hcp L / Derby Trial L / Oaks Trial L 
Sun Chariot Hcp NBT / Gold Rush Sprint NBT 
Sat 20 Mar Sycamore Sprint G3 
Jacaranda Hcp L 
Sat 27 Mar Colorado King Stakes G2 
Protea Stakes G3 / Pretty Polly Stakes G3 
 
APRIL 2021 
Sat 3 Apr WBS SA Derby G1 
Horse Chestnut Stakes G1 
Wilgerbosdrift SA Oaks G2 
Caradoc Gold Cup G3 / Man O War Sprint G3 
Sat 10 Apr Spook Express Hcp L 
Sat 17 Apr Empress Club Stakes G1 
 
MAY 2021 
Sat 1 May Champions Challenge G1 
Computaform Sprint G1 
Gerald Rosenberg Stakes G2 
Camelia Stakes G2 / SA Nursery G2 
SA Fillies Nursery G2 / Gold Bowl G3. 

Exciting new Gauteng grooms initiative 
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Pic-Wayne Marks. 

Frankie seeks sixth Challenge 
The fourth meeting of the 2021 Dubai World 
Cup Carnival (DWCC) at Meydan on  
Thursday evening,  is highlighted by the 
Group 2 Al Maktoum Challenge R1, Group 2 
Al Rashidiya   
 
Group 2 $293,000 Al Maktoum Challenge R2 
(1900m D) (6:15pm SA time) 
Ten have been declared for a fascinating  
renewal of the 1900m dirt Group 2 Al Maktoum 
Challenge R2 sponsored by Emirates Airline 
with much interest in British raider  
Dubai Warrior.   
 
He has the assistance of Frankie Dettori, the 
most successful jockey in the history of a race 
inaugurated in 1994 with five previous  
victories.  
  
Gosden said: “He has been pleasing in his 
work and works nicely enough on the dirt.  
Obviously a race is a different matter, so we will 
find out if he handles it Thursday.”  
 
From www.dubairacingclub.media 

Pic—Mark Cranham. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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The record-breaking Inglis Classic Yearling 
Sale has been hailed as a significant  
success, with the final day at Riverside  
Stables marked by a new record price for a 
filly after Bruce MacKenzie paid $450,000 
for a daughter of Zoustar (above). 
 
 At A Glance 
 
 • The Zoustar filly, Lot 591, was the lone  
offering from Clarke and Croft Bloodstock and 
is headed to Port Stephens owner Bruce  
MacKenzie. 
•Cambridge Stud's Almanzor (Fr) again had a 
marquee result with the $360,000 paid for a 
colt from the draft of Sledmere Stud powering 
him to the top of the Book 1 averages for all 
sires. 

• Another first-season sire, Hellbent, got his 
best result for the week when Star  
Thoroughbreds paid $300,000 for one of his 
fillies. 
• The Book 1 average surged to $102,546, up 
from $86,980 in 2020. 
• The Book 1 aggregate surged past $50  
million ($51.3 million) for the first time, up from 
$41.2 million last year. 
• The clearance rate for Book 1 hit 91 per cent, 
up from last year's mark of 86 per cent. 
• The Book 1 median ended at $80,000, up 
from $75,000 in 2020. 
• The Highway Session also boasted record 
results with a colt by Maurice (Jpn) securing 
the top price of $200,000 and the average 
jumping by nearly $12,000. 
                www.tdnausnz.com.au 

Filly record broken on final day of stellar Inglis  
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

We’re officially at the halfway mark of the 
Hong Kong season – Saturday’s Sha Tin 
card was meeting 44 of 88 – so let’s take the  
temperature on the key storylines from the 
track so far. 

Moreira rediscovers his Magic 

Joao Moreira is back to his brilliant best with an 
astonishing 86 winners, putting him on track to 
break the all-time record of 170 that he set in 
2016-17. 

Given Zac Purton had won the past three titles 
– and the tussles were pretty tight in two of 
them – the expectation was that would be the 
case again. 

It hasn’t eventuated like that so far with the 
Magic Man holding a 27-win lead. 

The key for Moreira has been support – he has 
23 winners from John Size, 22 from Caspar 
Fownes, 10 from Tony Cruz and nine from 
Frankie Lor Fu-chuen. They are the top four 
trainers in the championship. 

 Fownes hasn’t used Purton since September 
and he’s only had two rides for Size, which 
means he’s relying on handlers further down 
the table to him provide winners with Danny 
Shum Chap-shing (13) and David Hall (eight) 
leading the way. 

It’s still too early to call the race over – a lot can 
happen in half a season – but (to Page 12)

Hong Kong mid-term report 

Jaoa Moreira and Caspar Fownes celebrate another winner. Pic: Kenneth Chan 
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Moreira has been exceptional. A great example 
of what happens when ability and opportunity 
marry up perfectly. 

Another close race for trainers’ title 

Fownes shot out of the gates and has been the 
leading trainer since basically the start of the 
term. 

It’s great to see the charismatic 53-year-old 
back in the championship mix after a few years 
in the second tier. His total of 41 winners is only 
eight shy of his total for all of last season. 

Fownes is determined to give this a red-hot 
shake and will continue to push, optimistic he 
still has enough ammunition. 

Size (39 winners) is looming ominously and, 
after a down season by his lofty standards, has 
found some progressive youngsters to go 
through the grades – the types of horses who 
have provided the backbone of his previous 11 
titles. 

Like his former mentor, Lor (34) has also 
bounced back, Tony Cruz (33) remains as  
reliable as ever and Francis Lui Kin-wai (34) 
continues to defy his age to reach new heights. 

It should be a compelling fight to the finish. 

It was always going to be tough for Ricky Yiu 
Poon-fai (16) to replicate his championship 
campaign after maxing out his horses and so it 
has proved. Last season was definitely an  
outlier. 

Golden Sixty shining bright 

As hoped, Lui’s superstar has gone to another 
level in 2020-21 and his performances mean 
that when debating the world’s best horses, he 
has to be in the conversation. 

Golden Sixty’s winning streak sits at 13, with 
the two most recent coming in Group Ones. 

The five-year-old’s turn of foot is stunning and 
ensures he has a “get out of jail free” card 
when things don’t go precisely to plan. 

        Golden Sixty and jockey Vincent Ho 

Given connections have confirmed he won’t be 
travelling this season, and the lack of top-level 
horses in Hong Kong right now, that picket 
fence should extend even further. Silent  
Witness’ incredible record of 18 is firmly in 
sight. 

He is the undisputed banner horse of Hong 
Kong. 

www.scmp.com 
  

Hong Kong mid-term — from Page 10 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 
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