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WSB Gauteng Guineas a puzzle  

Six of the nine runners could take top honours. 

With two of his three-year-olds at the top of the 

betting boards, Mike de Kock holds a strong 
hand so help is needed from the former  
champion trainer. 

De Kock is always accommodating when it 
comes to news on his big-race runners and this 
is his view on the 1,600m contest. 

Mount Pleasant: “Last time he failed it was very 
wet which is a concern. Alternatively, as he is 
very quick, he could be a sprinter.” 
Malmoos: “Very well after freshening up post 
Cape Town. The further he goes the better.” 

If the rain continues, one wonders whether De 
Kock might take Mount Pleasant out of the 

race. It is a move often made by UK trainers if 
they consider the ground unsuitable. 

Then there is the quandary about the big gap in 
merit ratings of Mount Pleasant and Malmoos. 
The former’s rating is 13 points higher than 
Luke Ferraris’s mount. 

So let us look at the remaining four runners 
who could take the winner’s cheque. 

CatchTwentyTwo: Interestingly, he was beaten 
six lengths by Mount Pleasant on debut and 
two lengths by Malmoos in the Graham Beck 
Stakes last October. But the (to Page 2) 

 Agatha Christie’s famous detective Hercule Poirot could have trouble unravelling  
Saturday’s WSB Gauteng Guineas at Turffontein, writes David Mollett.  

Malmoos wins the Gr2 Concorde Cup in Cape Town. Pic Wayne Marks. 
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race was over 1,400m and the lightly raced son 
of Futura had previously cruised home by five 
lengths over 1,600m in the hands of the  
champion jockey. Now reverts to 1,600m,  
in-form S’manga Khumalo rides for the first 
time and may be overpriced at 16-1. 

Bingwa, Kingsley’s Heart and Namib Desert 
are outsiders in the betting and look unlikely to 
be involved for the winner’s purse. 

If you forgive his flop behind Russian Rock in 
the Cape Guineas, Malmoos has to go close 
from pole position if he is back to the form he 
showed in the Graham Beck Stakes. 

Still, it is a race to tread warily from a betting 
point of view and the recommendation is a 
quartet double floating Malmoos and Eliud with 

CatchTwenty-Two, Mount Pleasant, Copper 
Mountain and Second Base. 

There is another round of War Of Athena vs 
Anything Goes in the Wilgerbosdrift Fillies 
Guineas, the third time they have clashed this 
term. (to Page 4) 

Paul Peter inmate has got better with every run 
and boasts wins in the Dingaans and Tony 
Ruffel Stakes. He beat Copper Mountain by two 
lengths in the latter race. 

He beat stablemate MK’s Pride in the Tony 
Ruffel so Paul Peter will go into the race with 
confidence with his regular pilot Gavin Lerena 
doing the steering. 

Copper Mountain: Could be the pick of Johan 
Janse van Vuuren’s duo — he beat Second 
Base by five lengths in September. Held by 
CatchTwentyTwo on Tony Ruffel form but does 
have a good barrier. 

Second Base: He has done his connections 
proud with five wins from six starts and  
deserves his chance in grade 2 company.  

However, this is a different kettle of fish from 
taking on the likes of Nartjie and Tyron’s  
Express and the son of Gimmethegreenlight 
may have to settle for a minor place. 

Eliud: This column’s idea of the possible  
surprise package in the race. Finished fourth in 
the Tony Ruffel (backed down to 5-1) but that 

WSB Gauteng Guineas a puzzle-from Page 1 

MK’s Pride (right) touches off War Of Athena in the Emperors Palace Ready-To-Run back in October.  
The pair run in separate Guineas  on Saturday. Pic: JC Photos 
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Anything Goes had the misfortune to suffer a 
slipped saddle in her defeat in the Three  

Troikas. 

And with a rejuvenated Randall  
Simons riding the filly for the first time  it could 
be a close affair with Paul Matchett’s  
five-time winner. 

It is hard to see any other runner getting a look 
in though Piere Strydom’s mount Miss  
Elegance might not be far away from a  
favourable draw. 

Muzi Yeni (right) rides War Of Athena and he 
could have a good meeting as Master Supreme 
makes plenty of appeal in the first leg of the 
jackpot. Candice Dawson’s four-year-old is 
overdue a third win. 

In the final race on the card, promising  
apprentice Joshwin Solomons should go close 
on Sean Tarry’s runner Putontheredlight. The 
gelding, who beat Riverstown here in July, is 
well drawn and will carry only 49.5kg. 

Courtesy of Business Day—businesslive.co.za 

  

  

  

   

 

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

    

 

  

 

  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

WSB Gauteng Guineas a puzzle-from Page 2 

WSB Gauteng Guineas 6 February  
 
2-1     Mount Pleasant, Malmoos 
7-2     Catch Twenty Two 
9-2     Second Base 
16-1   Copper Mountain 
25-1   Eliud 
40-1   Bingwa, Kingsley’s Heart, Namib Desert 

Wilgerbosdrift Gauteng Fillies Guineas  
 
9-10    War Of Athena 
12-10  Anything Goes      
14-1    Caralluma, Gee For Go, Miss Elegance  
25-1    Castle Durrow 
50-1    Only The Brave        

Wilgerbosdrift Tommy Hotspur Handicap 
 
4-1      Bold Ransom 
9-2      True To Life 
6-1      Mombela, Winter Smoke   
7-1      Bohica 
8-1      Miracle Flight, Winter Stories 
10-1    Oravar, Singforafa 
16-1    Epic Dream 
20-1    Old Man Thyme                            

                       gggaming.bet  

  

 

 

         Molly’s Turffontein selections   

1st Race: No Selection 

2nd Race: (10) Lee Express (5) Differentiate (2) 
Zodiac Princess (4) Cosmic Ray 

3rd Race: (1) Smuts (2) Major Winter  
(9) Dance Partner (3) Light Without 

4th Race: (4) Anna Capri (2) Rapid Fire  
(1) Valyrian King (5) Sweet Sensation 

5th Race: (7) Master Supreme (3) Nimcha  
(9) Apollo Robbins (5) Barak 

6th Race: (2) War Of Athena (1) Anything Goes 
(4) Miss Elegance (5) Caralluma 

7th Race: (3) Malmoos (2) Catch TwentyTwo 
(1) Mount Pleasant (7) Eliud 

8th Race: (9) Winter Smoke (5) Winter Stories 
(3) Bold Ransom (2) True To Life 

9th Race: (1) Zimbaba (2) Celestial Love  
(3) Toto (4) Bella Black 

10th Race: (12) Putontheredlight (3) Express-
fromtheUS (2) Chijmes (6) Whorly Whorly 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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Happily young Sandhile Mbhele is on the 
mend after his horror fall while riding Glen 
Kotzen’s My Bestie on Cape Town Met day. 
 
“I clipped heels, but when I woke up in hospital 
I didn’t even know what race it happened  in. 
The pieces are starting to come back now. It’s  
just very fortunate that nothing was broken” 
 
“I was heavily sedated and in and out of  
consciousness. So when I left Vincent Pallotti 
on Thursday I thought I had only been there for 
two nights, but it was actually five.   
 
“It just shows you can take nothing for granted. 
I was so looking forward to the day, but it 
turned out the exact opposite from what I 
hoped for. But you learn a lesson from each fall 
and there’s always next year.” 
 
But unsurprisingly he faces a longish spell on 
the side lines.   
 
“I had a concussion and a small brain bleed, so 
I have to go back for another CAT scan in  
another ten days. After that I will have to take 
things gradually, and will be out for a month or 
two. 
 

“My cousin is staying with me for a while to 
help me cope while I recover.” 
 
And he harbours no defeatist thoughts.  
 
“The fall has been a bit of a shock to the  
system, mentally as well as physically. But 
when I woke up yesterday I felt like going to 
ride work, so there’s no question I will be back 
as good as ever.” -tt 
 

Mbhele on mend after Met day mishap 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com


7 

 



8 

 

Fran Cowe of Arran Stud has high hopes for 
her four yearlings coming to the 2021 Cape 
Premier Yearling Sale at De Grendel Estate 
on 14 March. 
 
Perhaps her narrow pick of the quartet is Lot 
81, Harcourt (pictured), a bay colt by Canford 
Cliffs (IRE) from Hazleton, by Mastercraftsman.  
 
The mare’s own dam, Khibraat, produced  
Mujaarib, the Australian-bred who performed at 
top international level carrying the South  
African banner. 
 
“He’s handsome and correct with a beautiful 
head,” said Cowe. “He looks small from a  
distance away, but it’s because he is so well 
put together. If you stand next to him, he is a 
good size.” 

Lot 68, a bay colt by Duke Of Marmalade, is 
just as good-looking. “He’s absolutely  
gorgeous, actually, and he’s always been. 
When he was younger, he was a miniature 
‘perfect horse’. He hasn’t lost that quality, he is 
like that still, a perfect yearling.” 
 
Lot 24 is Trevellyan, by Vercingetorix from  
A Star For Maria (Noverre), who has produced 
six winners from as many runners, including  
Fitzwilliam. “He’s a nice colt, a little on the leg, 
but big, tall and scopy,” said Cowe. 
 
The rose among the thorns is Kiss Of Fire (Lot 
150), a half-sister to three winners including 
Jasmine, third in the G2 Zulu Kingdom Explorer 
Golden Slipper last season. “I haven’t seen a 
bad-looking foal by Erupt yet, they are smart,” 
Cowe said. From capethoroughbredsales.com 

Fran’s fantastic four for Arran Stud 
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Pic-Wayne Marks. 

Run Fox Run is no longer the ‘best horse not to have won a Gr1’  after her Cape Flying Championship win. 
Brett Crawford(2nd right), his partner Gwen MacGregor, and son James greet her.  Pic Wayne Marks.    

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Michael Lund's Gamine (Into Mischief) has 
been disqualified and purse money was  
forfeited from her third-place effort in last 
year's GI Kentucky Oaks after testing  
positive for betamethasone, an anti-
inflammatory medication that is classified 
as a Class C drug, and trainer Bob Baffert 
has been fined $1,500.  

The Kentucky Horse Racing Commission  
issued the ruling last Saturday. Baffert waived 
his right to a formal hearing on the infraction. 

Gamine's disqualification promotes Speech (Mr 
Speaker), originally fourth, to third in the Oaks. 

The positive test was first reported publicly 
by The New York Times last October. The 
KHRC had been conducting a follow-up  
investigation and the finding of its official testing 
laboratory, Industrial Laboratories, was  
confirmed by UIC Analytical Forensic Testing 
Laboratory. 

Betamethasone is a permitted medication in 
Kentucky, but has a mandated two-week  
withdrawal time.  

Following the Times story in October, Baffert's 
attorney Craig Robertson said the filly had been 
administered the drug Aug. 17 by her  
veterinarian. The Oaks was held 18 days later.  

Robertson's statement said Gamine's test  
revealed 27 picograms of betamethasone and 
that Kentucky's threshold for the medication is 
10 picograms. 

Gamine was also disqualified from an  
allowance victory at Oaklawn Park May 2 after 
testing positive for lidocaine.  

Her stablemate Charlatan (Speightstown) was 
disqualified from his win in the GI Arkansas 

Derby the same day for the same drug. Baffert 
continues to appeal both disqualifications. 

Gamine went on to win the GI Longines Acorn 
S. and GI Longines Test S. and capped 2020 
year with a win in the GI Breeders' Cup F/M 
Sprint. She was named last year's champion 
female sprinter. 

www.thoroughbreddailynews.com 

2nd positive for Baffert sprint champ  

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, PAST 
ISSUES CAN BE FOUND AT 

www.turftalk.co.za  

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/

