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Dean dreams of third Derby  

And it was a 23rd top level victory for the  

experienced conditioner, but the first since  
Real Princess won the SA Fillies Sprint in June 
2016.  

Having said that, 2018 Sun Met runner up Last 
Winter would surely have landed a few big 
ones had he not left for a fruitless overseas 
campaign. The seven-year-old Western Winter 
entire is now standing at Bush Hill Stud in KZN.   

But now that the wait is over, Dean has the  
season ending Cape Derby on the 27th to look 
forward to, a race he has already scored twice 
in with Dynasty (2003) and Capetown Noir 
(2013). 

“The Guineas win wasn’t a shock to me, as  

going into the race I didn’t really know how 
good Russian Rock was.  

“He was unexposed, and going over a mile for 
the first time, which he is bred to get and more.  

“If he had been beaten he would have been 
unlucky. He had to ease off heels and still 
came back to win. I was planning to give him a 
run before the Derby, but with a rating of 114 
there was nothing suitable.  

“So I’m going to gallop him from the mile at  
Kenilworth this Saturday before the first race—
just pace work.” (to Page 2) 

Dean Kannemeyer broke what for him was a Grade 1 drought when rank outsider Russian 
Rock won a thrilling Cape Guineas in December, taking his tally in that race to a super six.  

Dean Kannemeyer with his late father Peter ‘PK’ Kannemeyer a few years ago.  
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Promising Silvano’s Timer ran in the Guineas, 
but disappointed.  

“We gelded him straight after the race, so he 
probably won’t be ready for the Derby. But he’s 
got huge potential and is one to watch in KZN 
this winter.”  

Now 60, Kannemeyer was born into racing, as 
his father Peter was a highly successful jockey 
and trainer in his own right, before Dean took 
over the reins in 1999.  

“My father was always keen for me to study 
and get a qualification, and then come back to 
racing. But I spent more time being at the yard 
and riding work than doing my homework, so 
that never got off the ground.” 

“I had an excellent grounding both in life and 
as a trainer from my father. He would always 
tell me ‘keep your eyes and ears open’”. 

Many a top horse has passed through his care 
over the past two decades. But there is one 
who stands out.  (to Page 4) 

And having long term Kannemeyer associate 
Grant Behr win his first Gr1 was also a nice 
touch.  

“Grant has always been a very competent  
rider. I was thrilled for him. Russian Rock is 
quite a tricky fellow with his mouth, and it was 
important to have someone that rides my work 
and knows the horse. I can tell you now he will 
be riding him in the Derby.” 

And Saturday’s’ Gr3 Politician Stakes runner up 
Legitimate will also be there. 

“He has great scope but is a difficult horse, with 
a bit of a mind problem which I’m hoping he 
outgrows. When the penny drops and he  
focuses it will be a different ball game. He could 

be anything this horse.  

“On paper he has no chance with  
Kommetdieding in the Derby, but this horse is 
capable of making that improvement.  
Stable jockey Keagan de Melo will ride for   
Lady Laidlaw.” 

Dean dreams of third Derby-from Page 1 

Pic-Wayne Marks. Gavin Lerena unsaddles after her Gr2 Cartier Sceptre Stakes win of January 2020. 

Russian Rock (left) gets up to beat Linebacker in the Guineas. Pic—Wayne Marks 
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“Dynasty (below) had something very special 
about him. He was a truly great racehorse and 

is a brilliant stallion as well.  

“The way he won the July from the 20 draw  
after so many things went wrong in the running 
was remarkable, and I still believe we never 
really saw the very best of him as he was 
forced to retire midway through his  
four-year-old campaign. 

“Free My Heart was also very special. Not 
many horses win Grade 1 ‘s in Cape Town, 
Durban and Joburg.” 

The Kannemeyer yard is roughly 75 strong at 
present - spread between Cape Town, and the 
satellite operation in KZN.  

“Having a satellite yard gives us a chance to 
move horses around and maximise  
opportunities, particularly with horses who  
enjoy the polytrack. 

“But ideally I’d like to have at least 100 horses 
to train – it’s hard to compete otherwise. But 

I’ve got a very good band of owners.”  

And as a concluding word, he offers the  
following with a chuckle:  

 “I’ve got plenty of spare boxes and am open 
for business.”  

With half a century of experience in our training 
ranks between Peter and his father, one thing 
for sure is that the Kannemeyer ‘brand’ is  
going to be around for a long time to come. –tt 

Dean dreams of third Derby-From Page 2 

WSB Gauteng Guineas 6 February  
 
2-1      Mount Pleasant 
22-10  Malmoos 
3-1     Catch Twenty Two 
9-2     Second Base 
12-1   Copper Mountain 
16-1   Eliud 
33-1   Bingwa, Kingsley’s Heart, Namib Desert 

Wilgerbosdrift Gauteng Fillies Guineas  
 
9-10    War Of Athena 
13-10  Anything Goes      
12-1    Caralluma, Gee For Go, Miss Elegance  
20-1    Castle Durrow 
50-1    Only The Brave        

Wilgerbosdrift Tommy Hotspur Handicap 
 
9-2      Bold Ransom, True To Life 
11-2    Mombela   
6-1      Bohica, Winter Smoke  
8-1      Miracle Flight, Winter Stories 
10-1    Oravar, Singforafa 
16-1    Epic Dream 
20-1    Old Man Thyme                            

                       gggaming.bet  
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Ridgemont/Highlands has drafted an  
additional 17 yearlings to the 2021 Cape 
Premier Yearling Sale to be held at the De 
Grendel Estate on 14 March 2021.  
 
These yearlings will be added to the 10 lots  
originally included in the CPYS catalogue.  
 
Craig Carey of Ridgemont/Highlands (right with 
Kelpie) commented:  
 
“The moving of the Premier Sale from January 
to March gave us an opportunity to prepare 
more horses for the sales ring.  
 
“Also considering the Covid-19 regulations, it 
makes sense to do business as close as  
possible to our home base and avoid having 
staff travelling upcountry with our yearlings.  
 
“We are excited to offer our main draft of  
yearlings for 2021 to the Cape Premier Yearling 
Sale, which includes colts and fillies by our  
resident stallion Canford Cliffs (IRE) (above), 
who has produced some truly magnificent  
foals. 
 
“There are also  2 colts and a filly by Rafeef 
(AUS), a stallion who has landed running, as 
well as two outstanding Dynasty colts, one bred 

from the six-time winning stakes performer 
Starzene, who is a full-brother to  
African Night Sky.”  
 
Profiles on the Ridgemont/Highlands draft, and 
the drafts from other vendors at the sale, will be 
published on www.capethoroughbredsales.com 
in the weeks leading up to the sale.  

Ridgemont Highlands sending 27 to CPYS 
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As we settle into 2021, formerly male  
dominated jockeys' tables from around the 
world tell us how well the process of gender 
equality is advancing.  
 
Jamie Kah currently holds a clear lead in the 
premiership in Melbourne; Rachael Blackmore 
(above) is vying for first place in the Irish jumps 
table with Paul Townend, the pair well clear of 
third-placed Sean Flanagan; reigning Sunday 
Times Sportswoman of the Year Hollie Doyle, 
who finished second in the British jockeys' table 
in 2020, looks to have a realistic chance this 
year of becoming Britain's first female  
champion jockey. 
 
Even a handful of years ago, none of these  
situations would have been imaginable. The 
season 1972, was the first in which women 
were permitted by the Jockey Club to ride in 

races in Great Britain. The extent to which they 
were allowed to compete, however, was  
extremely limited: there were only 12 so-called 
'ladies' races,' restricted to female amateurs.  
 
The idea of women riding against men or riding 
as professionals was not at this stage even on 
the horizon.  The floodgates, though, had been 
opened, and the popularity of these contests 
should have made the direction of travel clear: 
the races attracted a total of 223 runners (ie an 
average of 18.6 per race) and 90 different  
riders took part.   
 
It should be noted that, although these 90  
ladies were the first to ride under Jockey Club 
rules, it had been common for many years for 
point-to-points to include a ladies' race; while 
the Pony Turf Club, which had held meetings at 
Hawthorn Hill in Berkshire for (to Page 10)

A brief history of female jockeys 
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horses no higher than 15hh intermittently  
between 1928 and 1964, had included a race 
for lady riders on its cards during the final years 
of its existence. 
 
Furthermore, the Newmarket Town Plate 
(which is run at Newmarket under its own,  
rather than Jockey Club, rules as its  
inauguration in the 1660s pre-dates the  
founding of the Jockey Club by over half a  
century) has always been restricted to  
amateurs but with no specification of the  
amateurs' gender, presumably because at the 
outset it never crossed anyone's mind that  
ladies might want to ride in it.  
 
Consequently, in 1923 Miss Betty Tanner, on 
studying the parchment on which the rules are 
written, noticed the omission,  
entered her horse and rode him. From then on, 
female competitors (and winners) became  
commonplace. 
 
(Including our TV presenter Fiona Ramsden, 
who was victorious in 1991—tt) 
 
The novelty of those early ladies' races has in-
deed worn off.  Happily, the result has not been 
a loss of interest in female competition, but the 
reverse: it has become so normal for women to 
race-ride that their participation and success is 
an integral and major part of the mainstream 
sport.  
 
The highlights have not been gimmicks, but 
milestones on an ever-increasing list of female 
achievement in a torrent of progress which has 

not finished yet. Both Hayley Turner and Hollie 
Doyle (above) scored at Royal Ascot last  
summer, and Doyle's double on QIPCO British 
Champions' Day at Ascot in the autumn were 
further boosts which helped her to end the year 
in second place in the jockeys' table. 
 
Last year's Cheltenham Festival featured 
Grade 1 triumph for both Rachael Blackmore 
and Bryony Frost.  
 
The former's tally of Grade 1 victories now 
stands in double figures and the latter recently 
rode Frodon (Fr) Nickname {Fr}) to win the  
biggest race of the British winter, the G1 King 
George VI Steeplechase at Kempton on Boxing 
Day.  
  

From  www.thoroughbreddailynews.com 

Brief female history-from Page 8 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Pic-Wayne Marks. 

The Snaith boys welcome back Suzette Viljoen’s brilliant three-year-old filly Captain’s Ransom after  
Saturday’s Gr1 Majorca Stakes. She is worth a King’s Ransom now. 

Pic-Wayne Marks. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

 In the course of the last 45 years, the  
biggest advancement in handicapping has 
probably been the emergence of speed  
figures. 

What is commonplace now was in its infancy 
back then when speed variants ruled the land. 

The variants were simplistic. They were  
averages based on how many lengths above or 
below the track record the races on that day 
were. 

Speed figures took that process to a new and 
infinitely more helpful level. 

Though he was not the founding father of 
speed figures, Washington Post turf writer and 
handicapper Andy Beyer made them popular 
through his 1975 book “Picking Winners.” In it, 
Beyer explained his take on speed figures and 
how he developed numbers that could reflect 
horses’ performances at different distances. 

For example, times of 1:12 at six furlongs, 1:25 
at seven furlongs and 1:38 at a mile all equaled 
a 94 to Beyer, who used a numeric system in 
which the higher the speed figure, the better the 
performance. 

Beyond that, a horse with a Beyer Speed  
Figure of 104 ran faster than a horse with a 94, 

even if those figures were earned at different 
distances. 

Then Beyer established a table of pars, which 
was the expected speed figure for a winner at 
each level in the condition book. Let’s say the 
par for a maiden special weight sprint was an 
84 and the winner ran an 86, that would mean 
the track was fast by two points. 

Beyer applied that process to all of a card’s dirt 
races and turf races (keeping the dirt and turf 
races separate) and then he would average the 
pluses and minuses to determine whether the 
track was slow or fast.  

That means if the average for the day was  
minus-2 then the aforementioned MSW winner 
who ran an 86 would get credit for an 88 Beyer 
Speed Figure. 

Horses who finished behind the winner had 
their figures calculated by how many lengths 
behind they finished, taking two points off for 
each length behind in a route race and three 
points per length in a sprint. 

It takes time, but handicappers can craft their 
own speed figures. 

They can also save time by purchasing speed 
figures from a variety of outlets. 

Most of these providers use the same basic 
methodology as Beyer but calculate the data 
differently and offer different bells and whistles. 

So speed figures will be different on a company
-to-company basis – and some are also more 
accurate than others. 

www.americasbestracing.net 

Speed figures demystified 


