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  www.turftalk.co.za  / editor@turftalk.co.za     Wednesday 3 February 2021 

Sea change as champ heads to USA  

Here in SA, we don’t give our equine stars a 
proper send off when they retire.  
 
This has been brought into focus in recent 
weeks with the lavish events in Japan and 
Hong Kong to honour Almond Eye and Beauty 
Generation. 
 
Born on 9 October 2015, Celtic Sea is by  
Captain Al and out of the two-time winning  
Brazilian mare Ireland, who has also produced 
a couple of decent handicap performers in 
Cashel Palace and Donald Mcdonald. 

She went to the National Yearling Sale of 2017, 
was bought by Mr Anthony Beck  and Mrs  
Angela Beck for R325,000, and was sent to be 
trained by Sean Tarry.  
 
Her two-year-old campaign was marked by 
wins in the Gr3 Pretty Polly second time out, 
and the Gr2 Golden Slipper, as well as a  
runner up berth in the Gr1 Allan Robertson to 
Mighty High.  
 
But she was arguably at her absolute peak as 
a late three-year-old in 2019. (to Page 2) 

The brilliant mare Celtic Sea ran her last race on Saturday, a gallant third to fellow older 
female Run Fox Run in the Cape Flying Championship at Kenilworth. Sean Tarry’s heroine 

is now destined for a stud career at Gainesway Farm in Kentucky, which belongs to her 
owners the Beck family.  

Celtic Sea scores her first Gr1 win in the 2019 SA Fillies Sprint at Scottsville. Lyle Hewitson up.  
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turned out to be a farewell repeat victory in the 
Sceptre on 8 January.   
 
Celtic Sea retires with 12 wins from 27 starts, 
and stakes of R3,364,412. She won 3 Gr1  
races, 4xGr2, and a solitary Gr3.  
 
She was named Equus champion  
three-year-old filly in 2018/19, and Equus 
champion older female in 2019/20. 
 
Undoubtedly our best female sprint-miler of  
recent years, it will be a while before we see 
another who possesses the same aura of pure 
class. –tt   
  

(Celtic Sea  is currently ‘boarding’ with Patrick 
Kruyer in Cape Town before entering the  
quarantine station at Kenilworth racecourse to 
begin the export process.)   

  

 

 

First she cruised past Snowdance to take her 
first Gr1 in the SA Fillies Sprint. A month later 
she added a second, showing her versatility as 
she outfought Oh Susanna in the Garden  
Province over 1600m.   
 
And completing a trilogy of epic battles against 
Justin Snaith star names, she was brought 
back to 1200m three weeks after that and ran 
one of her greatest races ever, even in defeat.  
 
She gave Equus champion sprinter of that  
season Kasimir a ton of cheek before  
eventually going down half a length in the  
Mercury Sprint on weight-for-age terms.    
 

As a four-year-old she came to Kenilworth and 
defeated perennial rival Clouds Unfold to win 
the Gr2 Cartier Sceptre Stakes, before  
defending her SA Fillies Sprint title after an epic 
battle with one who was also going to prove a 
regular adversary in Run Fox Run.  
 
This season she won the Gr2 Southern  
Cross on her first try at 1000m, before what 

Sea change as champ heads to USA-from Page 1 

Pic-Wayne Marks. Gavin Lerena unsaddles after her Gr2 Cartier Sceptre Stakes win of January 2020. 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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Sea change as champ heads to USA -from Page 2 

WSB Gauteng Guineas 6 February  
 
2-1     Malmoos, Mount Pleasant 
7-2     Catch Twenty Two 
5-1     Second Base 
16-1   Copper Mountain, Eliud 
33-1   Bingwa, Kingsley’s Heart, Namib Desert 

Wilgerbosdrift Gauteng Fillies Guineas  
 
9-10    War Of Athena 
14-10  Anything Goes      
12-1    Caralluma, Gee For Go, Miss Elegance  
20-1    Castle Durrow 
50-1    Only The Brave                            

                       gggaming.net  

  

 

A final triumph with Gavin Lerena—her second  Gr2 Cartier Sceptre Stakes win on 8 January. Pic—Wayne Marks 

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, PAST 
ISSUES CAN BE FOUND AT 

www.turftalk.co.za  

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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Drakenstein Stud’s champion sire Trippi 
(above) is having a fantastic season in 2020
-2021 thus far, and the G1 winning son of 
End Sweep came up with a smart looking 
two-year-old winner when his daughter 
Sound Of Warning won at the Vaal on  
Tuesday afternoon. 
 
Bred and owned by Drakenstein Stud, the blue 
blooded Sound Of Warning justified favouritism 
with a game win on debut. Under Lyle  
Hewitson, Sound Of Warning overcame 
greeness in running by staying on late and  
getting up to score by just under a length over 
1000m. 
 
The Sean Tarry trained filly, who had some well 
bred fillies behind her, is bred to enjoy more 
ground than the 1000m of Tuesday’s race, and 
Sound Of Warning looks an intriguing prospect 
going forward. 
 
Responsible for recent G1 L’Ormarins Queen’s 
Plate winner Jet Dark, Trippi has some very 
exciting two-year-olds this season. 

His tally of juveniles in 2020-2021 include the 
aforementioned Sound Of Warning and another 
smart looking filly in the form of High Hosanna -
who ran third in Saturday’s Listed Summer  
Juvenile Stakes after winning on debut. 
 
South Africa’s Champion Sire of 2015-2016, 
Trippi has a single lot on the Cape Yearling 
Sale, and three yearlings on offer at the Cape 
Premier Yearling Sale. 
 

capebreeders.co.za 
 
Sound Of Warning is out of Drakenstein’s  
Elusive Fort mare Siren’s Call, who was also 
trained by Mr Tarry. 
 
She came within a whisker of landing the 
Wilgerbosdrift Triple Tiara in 2015, but was just 
just touched off by Pine Princess in the SA 
Oaks, after landing both the G2 Gauteng Fillies  
Guineas, and G1 Fillies Classic.  
 
Sound Of Warning is her second foal. –tt  

Trippi filly impresses on debut 
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The well related Fly The Coup, a R750 000 
buy from the 2019 Cape Premier Yearling 
Sale, made the perfect start to his racing  
career when making a winning debut at  
Hollywoodbets Greyville on Wednesday  
afternoon. 
 
A three-year son of Coup De Grace, the Gareth 
Van Zyl trained Fly The Coup was keen early in 
running, but defied this when hitting the front 
300m from home and striding home to win by 
just over a length-despite spooking close home. 
 
Owned by Mario Ferreiria, Fly The Coup,  
described by his connections, as a 
"phenomenal sand horse" was ridden to victory 
by Wayne Agrella. 
 
Bred by Klawervlei Stud, the gelding is out of 
the Casey Tibbs mare Wind Jammer -a three 
time winning half-sister to G1 Premier's  
Champion Stakes winner Exhilaration, and  
further back, this is the family of ill-fated  
champion Wendywood and the latter's G1  
winning half-brother Malteme. 
 

Graduates of the 2019 Premier Sale have  
already made their mark on the South African 
turf, and include Equus Champion Tempting 
Fate, G2 Western Cape Fillies Championship 
winner Princess Calla, G3 Capetown Noir  
Kenilworth Fillies Nursery winner Delta Queen, 
and star three-year-old Seeking The Stars. 
 
This year's Cape Premier Yearling Sale is set to 
take place at the De Grendel Wine Estate on 
March 14th and the catalogue can be viewed 
online at www.capethoroughbredsales.com 

Flying start for Fly The Coup 

Pic—Candiese Lenferna 

https://capethoroughbredsales.com/sales/2021-cpys
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While doing research for stories it has come 
to my attention that there is a rapper who is 
brazenly using the name of this  
publication to further his career.  
 
His Wikipedia entry describes the imposter as 
follows: 
 
Turf Talk (born Demar Bernstine in Vallejo,  
California), is a Bay Area rapper at the forefront 
of the hyphy movement. His unique style of  
delivery has earned both local and  
national acclaim. Turf Talk is the protégé and 
cousin of platinum-selling Bay Area pioneer 
and legend E-40, and is signed to his  
mentor's Sick Wid It/30/30 Records.  
  

Turf Talk's unusual delivery is an important part 
of   his   act.   The   self-styled   "devastating  
mouthpiece", he combines a distinctive drawl  
with   fierce   interjections   using   multi-track  
recording.   
 
The rapper himself ascribes his fast-changing 
flow to building a character for his listeners, 
complete with ad-libs, and to developing a 
range of marketable styles.  
 
"I'm always thinking about new ways to rap on 
different beats and new sounds, just something 
different to the human ear." 
 
When contacted this morning at his deep cover 
west coast  hideout, former editor Charl  
Pretorius angrily  denied that this is his latest 
pseudonym……..hmmmmmm.  –tt 

Turf Talk rapper is ‘no relation’ 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

EVERYONE knows jockeys are among the 
toughest athletes around. You have to be to 
put your life in the hooves of a 500kg animal 
that hurtles round a bending racetrack at 
speeds of up to 40mph.  

Or jumps towering fences where any  
split-second hesitation can lead to horse and 
rider coming down. 

But sometimes, no matter how hard you are, 
you cannot account for mother luck. Here, we 
look at some of the jockeys who have suffered 
the most misfortune from their falls on the track. 

This incredible photo shows the moment an  
unlucky jockey broke his jaw after a collision 
with a rival horse's hoof. Diamond Dark took a 
horror tumble in a cross-country race (to Pg 14) 

Racing’s unluckiest injuries 
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Pic-Wayne Marks. 

This splendid  young fellow born at Drakenstein recently is a Lancaster Bomber sired half-brother to  classy 
juvenile  filly High Hosanna. He is out of Biblical Susan, a half-sister to 2018 Met winner Oh Susanna.  

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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in Craon, France in August 2019. Following up 
close behind was Erwan Bureller on Sulfite. 

With nowhere to go, Bureller copped a hoof in 
the mouth. One image actually showed the 
jockey's upper lip curled over the top of the hoof 
as it smashed into his lower jaw.  

Fortunately, both horses were OK and the other 
jockey who fell was uninjured. Bureller came off 
worst of all, fracturing his jaw 

Run over by ambulance Chris Meehan was 
kicked in the face by a horse, knocked out and 
left needing 27 stitches to his jaw. 

The Northern Irish jockey can lay claim to  
falling victim to the unluckiest run of mishaps in 
racing history. 

It all happened during a ride in Merano, Italy, in 
July 2016. Meehan fell off his mount at a jump 
and was kicked in the face by the same horse, 
breaking his nose. 

Another clattered into his head and left a huge 
gash in his jaw. 

KO'd on the grass, medics rushed to his aide. 
But the clueless ambulance driver ran over his 
leg, breaking it in the process. 

As if it couldn't get any more unbelievable, 
Meehan's dad was an ambulance driver back at 
home. 

Meehan said: "They stopped the ambulance 
while on top of my leg. I let a roar out of me. It 
left me with a broken leg. The men there 
pushed the ambulance off me. 

"My father in Northern Ireland has been in the 
ambulance service for 30 years and he wasn't 
too happy at the sound of what went on. 

"Because it's such a small tight track, they had 
to turn around and as they went to turn the  
ambulance, it reversed on top of my leg.  

“After I left a roar out of me, everybody realised 
that the ambulance was on top of me and they 
all jumped up and pushed it off me." 

In November of that same year, Meehan broke 
the same leg in a trampoline accident. 

Kimberrrrrrr 

We're all familiar with the cry of 'timber!' when a 
tree falls in the woods. 

But what do you shout when a horse lands on 
top of you? 

For Harry Kimber it could have been 'Kimber!' 

The jockey was flattened after 80-1 shot West 
Chinnock came down on him following a  
final-flight fall at Wincanton in March 2019. 

Fortunately, the horse got up OK and Kimber 
suffered only minor bruises after the  
jaw-dropping mishap.  

thesun.co.uk 

Unluckiest injuries—from Pg 12 


