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  www.turftalk.co.za  / editor@turftalk.co.za     Tuesday 2 February 2021 

My boarding school in the UK used to post 
my mid-term report to my parents. This was 

fine as I could intercept it. It would  
eventually have to be handed over to my 
father and he kept one of the last ones. 

It said: "Continues to excel for the school  
cricket team but - in the classroom - drifts away 
into his own world and almost seems to have 
given up the struggle." 

Well, with Covid-19 still impacting our lives, 
many in racing are indeed in a struggle. 

THE SEASON SO FAR: 

Owners and trainers will know the annual 
Equus awards bash in August is an event not 
to be missed. For years, Bob Yearham has put 
on a five-star show at Emperors Palace with 
wine and whisky flowing freely. It is best to stay 
the night. 

This year the RA had no option but to organise 
a virtual event hosted by Neil Andrews and  
Nico Kritsiotis They did their best in a cold  
studio and the 2019/20 achievers were 

acknowledged. 

In early September, MOD (Mary Oppenheimer 
Daughters) and UK bookie, Betfred, squared 
up in a bidding battle for Phumelela Gaming & 
Leisure. MOD won the vote, 

Also in September, we had the shocking 
grooms riot at Fairview racecourse which left 
one horse dead and several people injured.  

No-one could believe that a human being could 
inflict pain on an animal who they are entrusted 
to care for.Trainer Yvette Bremner (right), who 
had saddled 61 winners in the previous  

season, pulled the plug on her operation. Her 
decision was fully justified but the sport lost a 

talented lady. 

In November he bright spark was Summer 
Pudding (above) - the "Horse-of-the-Year"  
defied a big weight and high draw to win the 

Summer Cup and remain unbeaten. It  
prompted me to write a story - published in 
Business Day - naming Paul Peter (to Pg 2)  
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as the "Major Achiever of 2020". I like to think 
many will agree with that assessment. 

In January, the doubters who had been won 
over to Summer Pudding's camp after her Cup 
win looked on in disbelief as she ran unplaced 
in the Cartier Paddock Stakes in the Cape. 
Champions bounce back - fingers crossed 
that's the case with her.  

To say that Jet Dark's (above) win in the 
Queen's Plate caught most racing fans and 

pundits by surprise is an understatement. His 
official starting price of 12-1 meant he was  
pretty friendless in the market, but then came 
the bombshell that the Snaith inmate had paid 
just R4,90 for a win on the tote. It was a subject 
which resulted in much comment on social  
media for days. 

Those Tellytrack presenters still lucky enough 
to be employed generally put a positive spin on 
anything to do with the tote. I think I was at my 
now nearly-empty drinks cabinet when Cecil 
Mthembu announced Jet Dark's dividend so I 
don't know what he said. 

OWNERS 

For those owners rich enough to indulge in the 
"Sport Of Kings", the virus isn't too much of a 
headache. For those not so well off, it's a time 
of strife. 

In the first wave of restrictions, owners were 

banned from racecourses, then allowed back, 
and then barred again. Tough - particularly last 
Saturday - when I'm sure owners of all 11 Met 
runners wanted to be at Kenilworth to support 
their horse. 

There are rumours that some owners are  
battling to pay their training bills - hardly a  

surprise given the financial environment.  

Yet this puts trainers in a Catch-22 situation - 
they need to pay the feed merchant but don't 
want to lose a client. It's a problem the NHA 
needs to address. 

TRAINERS 

Justin Snaith's smooth operation has a head of 
steam like the Blue Train speeding from  
Pretoria to Cape Town. He has already hit the 
century mark for the season and - not  
surprisingly - is at cramped odds to win the 
trainers title. 

The stable saddled 27 runners on Saturday so I 
doubt there's little time for Justin to play his  
beloved polo - he will constantly be thinking 
which is the right race for his numerous  
charges. 

However, to his credit, Justin makes time for 
the media - and talks sense! In a recent  
interview, he said: "You know, I think punters 

should have a nibble on this one." 

That's what backers want to know. Instead - 
more often than not - a trainer will state "he 
should be competitive", which means the horse 
hadn't died overnight. 

At this stage of the 2019/20 season, Sean Tarry 
was as far in front in the trainers log as  
Liverpool were in the Premier League. Times 
have changed for both! 

Sean regularly starts a new campaign slowly 
due to resting horses and inoculations, but the 
fact that he's saddled 50 winners less than  
Justin Snaith is a surprise. As a result, he's an  
8-1 chance to retain his title. 

Yes, Sean has excelled with Celtic Sea, but 
new star performers haven't emerged yet (they 
may well do so in the coming months) and a 
R2,4 million buy failed to run a place at the last 
Work Riders meeting.  

Paul Peter is in clear second place in the  
trainers log and his Turffontein operation  
continues to fire on all cylinders. (to Page 4)
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However, to make any inroads on Justin 
Snaith's lead he needs to capture forthcoming 

big races on the Highveld. Bookmakers make 
him a 7-1 chance to land his first championship. 

JOCKEYS 

Lyle Hewitson’s price of 1-6 to win this season's 
title tells the story. With his services in demand 
in every centre in the country, he looks (barring 
injury) unstoppable and is riding as well as Muis 
Roberts in his prime. 

To his credit, Greg Cheyne, who will have 
missed a number of winners in the Eastern 
Cape this month, still has Lyle in his sights  
albeit some 40 winners adrift. 

Both S'Manga Khumalo and Muzi Yeni (right)
continue to chalk up the winners and remain an  
inspiration to those looking to the profession as 
a career. 

I have already consigned my 80-1 voucher 
about Luke Ferraris for the title to the bin, but 

even before his Met triumph I was convinced 
he would make it on the world stage.  

You can bet your last rand he will  
eventually be taking on Jose Moreira and Zac  
Purton in Hong Kong. 

Molly’s mid-term report-from Page 2 

WSB Gauteng Guineas 6 February ante-post 
5-2     Malmoos, Mount Pleasant 
9-2     Catch Twenty Two 
6-1     Second Base 
8-1     Anything Goes 
16-1   and upwards Bar  

Gauteng Fillies Guineas ante-post 
1-1     War Of Athens 
16-10 Anything Goes      
10-1   Caralluma, Gee For Go, Miss Elegance  
14-1   and upwards Bar  

 

 

 

 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/


5 

 



6 

 

The feature race emphasis changes to  
Gauteng this Saturday, with both the WSB 
Gauteng Guineas, and Wilgerbosdrift  
Gauteng Fillies Guineas run at Turffontein.  
 
These Gr2 contests over 1600m are the first 
leg of the Triple Crown and Triple Tiara  
respectively. 
 
Giving the ladies pride of place...only seven 
have accepted for the Fillies Guineas,  
presumably due to the fact that this level 
weights contest looks something of a match 
between Stuart Pettigrew’ s Anything Goes and 
Paul Matchett’s War Of Athena.  
 
They have met on three previous occasions, 
with Anything Goes 2-1 up. But War Of Athena 
triumphed most recently in the Gr3 Three  
Troikas a month ago, ending the undefeated 
record of her rival in the process.  
 
Anything Goes however was returning from a 
three-month break, and conceded a kilo, so 
should have every chance of overturning that 
1,75 length reverse.  
 
And the NHA handicappers agree, as both are 
rated 120, 14 points (equivalent to 7kg)  
superior to Gee For Go and Miss Elegance, 
who are both on a mark of 106.  

This looks like being a fight to the death.   
 
Colts race more open 
 
The colts version could be more open, but Mike 
de Kock has wheeled out both of his big guns.  
 
Mount Pleasant appeared a superstar in the  
making before inexplicably flopping  in the Gr2 
Dingaans trying this trip for the first time.  
Obviously his trainer doesn’t feel the distance 
was the issue. 
 
Similarly Malmoos (above) was undefeated  
before running way below par when unplaced 
in the Cape Guineas. Both are proven top class 
and  now have points to prove.  
 
Paul Peter’s Catch Twentytwo is another who 
commands maximum respect. He has won the 
Dingaans and Gr3 Tony Ruffel in his last two 
outings, and is clearly still on the upgrade. 
Gavin Lerena is back from Cape Town to ride 
him.  
 
Another with obvious claims is Second Base. 
Johan Janse van Vuuren’s Gimmethegreenlight 
gelding has only lost one of six starts, and 
cruised in under top weight in the Gr3 Sea  
Cottage Stakes last time.     
(to Page 8) 

Top fields for both Gauteng Guineas  

Malmoos wins Gr2 Concorde Stakes at Kenilworth. Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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(Anything Goes—above right—has a good chance in the Fillies Guineas) 
 
Those look the main protagonists, as Turffontein prepares to welcome owners back in style. 
 
A three pronged feature card is completed by the Gr3 Wilgerbosdrift Tommy Hotspur Handicap 
over 1000m. –tt  
 
Wilgerbosdrift Gauteng Fillies Guineas (Gr2) R300,000, 15:30  (all carry 60kg)  
 
No Dr                                  MR            Trainer                            Jockey 
1    6       Anything Goes     120 Stuart Pettigrew            R Simons  
2    4       War Of Athena     120 Paul Matchett   M Yeni 
3    7       Gee For Go          106        Paul Matchett             S Khumalo  
4    2      Miss Elegance      106 Lucky Houdalakis            P Strydom 
5    5      Caralluma             103 Sean Tarry     L Hewitson 
6    1       Castle Durrow        93 Lucky Houdalakis   C Zackey 
7    3      Only The Brave      84  Paul Matchett   K Matsunyane*  
  
WSB Gauteng Guineas (Gr2) R525,000, 16:10  (all carry 60kg)  
 
No Dr                                  MR            Trainer                            Jockey 
1    6       Mount Pleasant    127 Mike de Kock    C Murray  
2    2       Catch Twentytwo 116 Paul Peter              G Lerena 
3    1      Malmoos              114         Mike de Kock             LJ Ferraris  
4    7      Second Base      112 J A Janse van Vuuren   C Maujean 
5    3      Copper Mountain  109 J A Janse van Vuuren   R Danielson 
6    9       Bingwa                106 Dorrie Sham    P Strydom  
7    5      Eliud                102 Candice Dawson    S Khumalo  
8    8       Kingsley's Heart   101 Weiho Marwing    W Marwing  
9    4       Namib Desert       85 Paul Peter             C Zackey  

Top fields for Guineas-from Page 6 
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Further to our Press Release of 22 January 
2021 and following President Ramaphosa’s 
address of last night, further relaxations to 
the current adjusted level 3 regulations 
were made. 
 
The President confirmed that South Africa has 
recorded its lowest daily increase in infections 
since the beginning of December 2020 and that 
the average rate of infections has steadily  
decreased which indicates that we have now 
passed the peak of the second wave.  
 
The NHA is pleased to announce the following 
amendments. 
 
Interprovincial travel for Jockeys/Riders will 
now be permitted. The NHA strongly  
recommends that Jockeys who travel to other 
Racing Centres frequently, should undergo  
regular Antigen Covid-19 tests. 
 
Field sizes will revert to normal. Owners and 
their guests will be allowed access to the  
racecourse.  The Racing Operators will  
communicate the racecourse protocols. 
 
All Covid-19 protocols must be strictly adhered 
to. The National Chief Compliance Officer,  

together with his team shall ensure that any 
non-compliance will be dealt with accordingly. 
  
We know that the new variant of the virus is 
much more potent and individual responsibility 
and diligent adherence to the non-
pharmaceutical measures of social distancing, 
regular washing of hands and wearing of 
masks will go a long way to ensure that the 
continuation of racing is not halted. 

NHA lifts owner, jockey restrictions  

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Has the Hong Kong jockeys’ championship 
been decided already? 

Joao Moreira’s treble on Sunday took him to 80 
winners, 25 in front of his rival Zac Purton – the 
largest gap of the season. 

It slipped under the radar but on Friday morning 
Purton was asked about where things stood in 
the battle for the title and the answer was intri-
guing. 

“It probably looks like it’s over at this stage,” 
Purton told the Jockey Club’s Edward Sadler. 
“Joao has had all the support so far this  
season. He’s been riding for all the stables that 
have been on fire and he has been able to 
make the most of those opportunities. He’s got 
a nice gap and I’d prefer to be in his position.” 

Now, things don’t look great for the Australian 
as it stands, but it is in his nature to temper  
expectations in a public forum. It would be  
foolish to write off Purton with 46 meetings still 
to go – it is far too early and he is far too good. 

During their epic battle of 2017-18, the Magic 
Man held a 15-win advantage after the card on 
April 15 before Purton turned it around in the 

last three months to prevail 136-134. There is 
still plenty of time. 

As the four-time champion rightly points out, 
Moreira’s main stables have been in terrific 
form. The Brazilian does the bulk of his riding 
for John Size and Caspar Fownes – he has 21 
wins for each of them – and they occupy the 
top two spots on the trainers’ championship. 

Purton is aligned to a broader range of stables 
– he’s had double-digit rides for 15 trainers 
compared to Moreira’s eight – but his biggest 
supporter, Danny Shum Chap-shing, has only 
provided him with 12 winners so far this  
campaign. 

If you look at a month-by-month breakdown of 
winners, Moreira has come out in front each 
time. He has been amazingly consistent with 15 
winners in September, October, November and 
December before rattling off 20 in January. 

 So while it might seem like a one-horse race at 
this stage of the game – Moreira has been 
nothing short of outstanding so far – there is a 
lot of water to go under the bridge. History 
shows that underestimating Purton is not a wise 
thing to do. www.scmp.com  

Is Hong Kong title race over?  


