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  www.turftalk.co.za  / editor@turftalk.co.za     Monday 1 February 2021 

Spotlight beckons for Sihle Cele 

And after scoring his first ever graded win in 
the Politician Stakes on Saturday, the 35-year-

old can realistically dream of a maiden Gr1 
score in the Cape Derby on February 27. 

But his road has been far from easy, as he  
explained this morning. 

“I grew up in Durban – my family had no  
interest in racing apart from my uncle, who took 
bets and used to go to what was then the  
Rothmans July – he was a fashion man. I  
became a jockey by chance, as one day Mr 
Sibise, a scout for the academy came to my 

school. The end result was that I entered the 
academy in 2001. 

“I was in a good year, as S’Manga Khumalo, 
Sean Veale, Robert Khathi, Randall Simons, 
and Chase Maujean all came at the same time 
as me. 

“At first I was a bit scared as I had never sat on 
a horse, but once I had my confidence there 
was no going back for me. Mr Curtis and Paul 
Gadsby were the main riding masters then and 
helped a lot.”  
(to Page 2) 

His partnership with the brilliant undefeated Elusive Fort colt Kommetdieding is rapidly  
thrusting previously unheralded Sihle Cele into the spotlight.                        

Michelle, Sihle, and grooms Elvis and Luvo lead in their champion on Saturday . Pic—Wayne Marks 
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But after he qualified the winners failed to come 
on a regular basis, and he first moved to Cape 
Town in 2009.  

“The late Mr Ronnie Sheehan told me to come 
down here. I rode all his string, and  learned a 
lot from him. I was also getting support from 
Shane Humby, and some rides from Joey 
Ramsden at the time.” 

But after a while he was on to the nomadic  
lifestyle again, and it’s a sobering thought that 
Sihle has only ridden 92 winners since making 
his debut on 1 September 2002. He returned to 
the Cape in 2016 and has remained since.  

“It’s not been an easy road, but I have never 
seriously thought about packing it in. My Aunt 
Lillian has wisely always advised me to study 

and get other qualifications though.  

“She has been both father and mother to me 
since my parents both passed away suddenly 
when I was a teenager. As you would expect it 
took me some time to get over that  
emotionally.” 
 

Good ones 
While he immediately labels Kommetdieding as 
the best he has ridden in a race, Sihle has  
partnered a few other decent types.  

“I won on the Gr1 winner Search Party for Brett 
Crawford, as well as Sharief Song, who was 
later 3rd in the Met for Mr Bass.” 

Michelle Rix  

“I’ve known Michelle since I was an appy. She 
was involved with the late Andre Heyns, and 
Robert Khathi, Ian Sturgeon and I were  
boarders with Andre’s mother Gwen, who was 
looking after the apprentices at the time.” 

And the first time he rode Kommetdieding it 
was almost as if fated.  

“About a year ago I wasn’t getting rides, and 

something told me to go to Michelle’s ring one 
morning. He was the second juvenile I took that 
day, and immediately afterwards I told her ’this 
is a top horse, he reminds me of Edict Of 
Nantes’ who I had ridden in work at Brett  
Crawford’s. (to Page 4) 

Spotlight beckons for Sihle Cele-from Page 1 

Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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“‘From your mouth to god’s ears’ was her reply. 
So I started going to her ring every morning, 
mainly for this horse.” 

And that decision has certainly paid dividends, 
as nothing has finished closer than a length and 
a quarter to Kommetdieding in his four starts so 
far.    

“He’s a dream ride. You can do anything with 
him and place him anywhere. You will never 
find a horse with less issues. He’s an absolute 
gentleman, nothing phases him, and he’s such 
an intelligent horse.  

“There were plenty of naysayers on Saturday, 
but I was so confident. My only aim was to give 
him a clear run. I knew he would quicken and 

then it was race over. I told Mr (Harold)  
Crawford in the week the race will be done at 
the 200.  

“I’m quite excited for the Derby. The 2000m 
won’t be a problem, and I just want a true run 
race.” 

Owner Ashwin Reynolds 
“I can’t thank that man enough for his loyalty 
and putting his faith in me. With plenty of other 
owners I would have been taken off by now.  

“He said to me, ‘you told me from the start how 
good he is. It’s all up to you now.’” 

Bright Future 

“There’s plenty more to come and he will be 
much better as a four-year-old. He’s mentally 
quite immature and is winning on pure ability.” 

A chilling thought for his future rivals. -tt 

Spotlight beckons for Sihle Cele-from Page 2 

WSB Gauteng Guineas 6 February ante-post 
5-2     Malmoos, Mount Pleasant 
9-2     Catch Twenty Two 
6-1     Second Base 
8-1     Anything Goes 
16-1   and upwards Bar  

Gauteng Fillies Guineas ante-post 
1-1     War Of Athens 
16-10 Anything Goes      
10-1   Caralluma, Gee For Go, Miss Elegance  
14-1   and upwards Bar  

Owner Ashwin Reynolds (left) and Harold Crawford  lead in the ’Kommet’  on 2 December. Pic—Wayne Marks 



5 

 



6 

 

The business part of Saturday’s Cape Town 
Met meeting was once again broadcast to 
Hong Kong, with turnover there up an  
impressive 25% on last year.  
 
As the South China Morning Post reported:    
“The Jockey Club simulcast eight races into 
Hong Kong with betting turnover on the  
meeting reaching a healthy HK$239,207,354  
(R466 million). 
 
The commission from that will be a boost to the 
South African industry, which has been doing it 
tough recently.” 
 
Tellytrack head of Production Operations  
Wesley Lloyd gave us some feedback about 
the day from his side.  
 
“The Hong Kong feed was executed  
seamlessly and delivered some very nice  
content.  
 
“MJ Byleveld, who of course rode last year’s 
winner, gave a jockeys insight into what  
happens in the race.  
 
“We covered a lot of bases. Grant (Knowles) 
tipped out of his socks, Fiona (Ramsden) gave 
excellent insights, and we had Nadine Rapson 
at the start giving her impressions of how the 
horses were looking.  

“Hong Kong are very big on mainly showing  
the horses themselves pre-race so we gave 
them that.”  -tt 

Met Hong Kong feed a big success 

Pic-Wayne Marks. 



7 

 



8 

 

Exciting two-year-old Ambiorix (above), a 
R250 000 purchase from last year’s Cape 
Premier Yearling Sale, made an impressive 
debut at Kenilworth on Saturday, when he 
downed some highly rated two-year-olds to 
win the Listed Summer Juvenile Stakes 
over 1000 metres on Cape Town Met day. 
 
Under Luke Ferraris, the Vaughan Marshall 
trained colt made his way down towards the 
inside running rail, and kept going strongly to 
record a facile two and a half length win at the 
first time of asking. 
 
Well supported before the race, Ambiorix won 
most impressively, and he looks a very exciting 
prospect for the future. 
 
Bred by the Oldlands Stud, Ambiorix, who  
races for Burns Racing, is a colt by  
Vercingetorix out of Lady’s Slipper Stakes  
winner Darling Moon, with the latter a  
half-sister to G3 Graham Beck Stakes/ G3 Cup 
Trial winner Astro News. 
 
Ambiorix’s sire Vercingetorix, who has made an 
explosive start to his stud career, has a  

top-class draft of yearlings on offer at this 
year’s Cape Premier Yearling Sale, with  
Vercingetorix’s eight lots on offer including a 
filly (Lot 135) out of a half-sister to July runner 
up Punta Arenas, a colt (Lot 162) from the 
same female line as champions Ajdal, Arazi 
and Noverre, and a half-sister to Swallow 
Stakes winner Sarah. 

Ambiorix an exciting prospect 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Other than Kommetdieding, the great romantic story of Met day was PE raider Atyaab winning the 
Gr2 New Turf Carriers Western Cape Stayers. Here Zietsman Oosthuizen and his fiancé Corne 
welcome back their plucky stayer with Warren Kennedy up. 

Pic-Wayne Marks. 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Like everything else this year, the Met Best 
Dressed competition was a little different.  

But Cape Racing ran an online competition 
along their Afropolitan theme, and we are 
pleased to reveal the winners.  

Above is Ashley Sission (and baby), winner of 
the Best Dressed Woman award.  

Above is a sharp looking Jody Alexander, who 
speared the Best Dressed man prize. 

Honourable mentions go to Romy Titus (below 
left), and the irrepressible Kathi, Kirk and 
Kuyan Kotzen (below right), who just can’t be 
kept out of the limelight. –tt    

Met ‘best dressed’ winners 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Jockeys riding in a race at Trentham  
racecourse in New Zealand on Saturday 
were forced to take evasive action after a  
racegoer wandered on to the track and 
stood in the path of the charging field. 

Disaster was narrowly averted in the closing 
stages of the eighth race on the card when the 
man stood motionless on the track as the 17 
runners thundered past him before raising his 
arms, seemingly in celebration. 

Jonathan Parkes, who rode Boston Strong Boy 
in the race, said: “Obviously it was a bit of a 
shock and I was lucky to miss him to be honest. 

“It must have been about 12 strides before I 
sort of seen him and I was just hoping he would 
stand still and didn’t move. I had to decide 
which way I was going and I ended up pulling 
the right-hand rein and just missed the guy.” 

Asked what his rival jockeys said on pulling up, 
Parkes added: “We were a little bit in shock and 
you could say a little bit brassed off with the 
person's decision.” 

Police later confirmed the man had been  
arrested and charged with endangering public 
safety. He is expected to appear in court on 
Monday. 

Saturday’s incident was the second time within 
months that a person has walked into the path 
of oncoming horses on a New Zealand 
racetrack. A golfer playing on a pitch and putt 
course misdirected his shot and walked in front 
of the runners during the Great Northern  
Steeplechase at Ellerslie last October. 

To view the shocking incident click This Link 

 anzbloodstocknews.com 

   Pic-Eclipse Sportswire 

‘I was lucky to miss him’  

https://twitter.com/i/status/1355387535216627716

