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Queen can rule over Cape Town Met 

Sadly, Igugu is no longer with us having died in 
2016, but Irish-bred Queen Supreme put her 
hat firmly in the ring for the Cape’s premier 
race with an impressive win in the grade 1  
Cartier Paddock Stakes in which she beat  
another classy lady, Clouds Unfold. 
 
This column has been banging on for two 
months that punters should back Queen  
Supreme for a place and some punters were 
able to get 3-1 for a first-four finish.  
 
Presumably, now there are only 11 runners 
bookies will only pay three places. 

On his decision to truck the mare back to the 
highveld after the Paddock Stakes and back to 
the Cape this week, De Kock says he knows it 
is a gamble.  

“Obviously the long trip is a concern but  
European trainers, especially Irish, do it week 
in week out. I’ve just found that staying down 
and running three weeks after a very good run 
that they have flattened out. I’ve seen many, 
not only mine, flatten out in that period.” 

After his good run in the Queen’s Plate over a 
distance short of his best, July victor Belgarion 
is a worthy favourite. So the bet (to Page 2) 

It is nine years since a certain lady named Igugu won the Cape Met for Mike de Kock and 
the former champion trainer will be hoping another member of the female sex can come up 

trumps at Kenilworth on Saturday, writes David Mollett. 

Queen Supreme  and Keagan de Melo cruise to the Cartier Paddock Stakes. Pic—Wayne Marks 
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that has been recommended here is to take a 
quartet and double float Belgarion and Queen 

Supreme with Rainbow Bridge, Do It Again, 
Golden Ducat, Princess Calla and Cirillo. The 
bet will cost R240. 

Though Cirillo’s price of 25-1 is about right, it 
would be no surprise to see Gavin Lerena try to 
slip his field in which case the son of Pomodoro 
could finish in the first four. 

Champion jockey Warren Kennedy has  
expressed confidence in the chance of his 
mount Golden Ducat and he gives owners Mike 
and Norma Rattray huge backup as 2019 Met 
winner Rainbow Bridge tries to take top  
honours again following his close call under 
Ryan Moore 12 months ago. 

Nevertheless, there is no escaping the fact that 
all the fancied runners might battle to concede 
6kg and more  to Adam Marcus’ filly Princess 
Calla. Marcus is quoted in Winning Form as 
saying: “The top-class horses invariably  
produce the goods, but they are not improving. 

That’s what makes Princess Calla an exciting 
wild card option.” 

The filly’s regular pilot, Craig Zackey will watch 
the action from the Turffontein jockeys room 
with — due to travel restrictions — the mount 
going to Grant van Niekerk. He is chasing a 
second grade 1 triumph in January after his win 
on Jet Dark in the Queen’s Plate. 

With 27 runners from the Snaith camp and 
Richard Fourie riding 12 of them, the cards  
favour another big day for this season’s leading 
trainer. 

Nevertheless, this column is opposing their  
Majorca Stakes favourite Captain’s Ransom 
with Candice Bass-Robinson’s stout mare 
Clouds Unfold. She is 5kg better off compared 
with their clash in the Diana Stakes at  
Durbanville in October. 

Celtic Sea — a R325,000 buy — continues to 

earn for the Kentucky-based Beck family and 
will surely give her backers a run for their  
money in a competitive Cape Flying  
Championship. It is a leg of the Pick 6 in which 
half a dozen runners need including in perms.  

Anton Marcus is sure to fancy his chances on 
Rascallion in the Politician Stakes, but his best 

mount could be Real Gone Kid in the final 
event on the card. The handicapper only gave 
the Snitzel colt a three-point penalty for his  
recent win. www.businesslive.co.za 

Queen can rule over Cape Town Met-from Page 1 

Fixed odds for Cape Town Met January 30  
 
18-10 Belgarion 
5-1     Rainbow Bridge 
7-1     Queen Supreme, Do It Again,  
          Golden Ducat  
11-1   Princess Calla 
20-1   African Night Sky   
33-1   Cirillo, Running Brave 
50-1   Silver Operator 
100-1 Sovereign Spirit 

   gggaming.bet 

         Molly’s Kenilworth selections 

CAPE MET 
1 Queen Supreme 2 Belgarion 
3 Princess Calla 4 Rainbow Bridge 

CAPE FLYING CHAMPIONSHIP 
1 Celtic Sea 2 Erik The Red 

3 Run Fox Run 4 Rio Querari 

MAJORCA STAKES 
1 Clouds Unfold 2 Captain’s Ransom 
3 Chat Ching 4 Sing Out Loud 

POLITICIAN STAKES 
1 Rascallion 2 Kommetdieding 
3 Juan Carlos 4 Hoedspruit 

NEW TURF CARRIER STAYERS 
1 Atyaab 2 Super Silvano| 
3 Silver Host 4 Crome Yellow 

SUMMER JUVENILE STAKES 
1 High Hosanna 2 Barzolona 
3 African Rain 4 Kwinta’s Light 
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The Cape Flying Championship over 1000m 
has attracted a top-class field with plenty of 
depth this year, and looks the most open of 
the three Gr1 contests on Met day.    
 
Current 5-2 favourite with gggaming.net is 
champion mare Celtic Sea, who is also best 
weighted by 1,5kg in this weight-for-age contest 
according to official merit ratings. 
 
She is one of no fewer than seven Gr1 winners 
in this race, and could not have been more  
impressive in her two Cape starts this summer, 
which have both yielded Gr2 wins. 
 
Significantly the first of those was her first start 
over this trip,  
 
“I’m very happy with her and she’s obviously a 
massive runner, even though her best trip is 
probably 1200m. I see the main threats being 
Kasimir, Russet Air, and Run Fox Run,”  
commented Sean Tarry this morning.  
 
Justin Snaith has a powerful trio.  
 
“Kasimir is spot on, and as good as I’ve ever 
had him for a Gr1. It’s a slight worry that he has 
the 14 draw, and most of the speed is on the 
inside, but if he’s produced at the right time he 
will be right there.” 

And he disclosed that young Sandile Mbhele 
has picked up the plum ride on the 2019 winner 
(see also Page 8). 
 
“Erik The Red is doing very well, and Richard 
(Fourie) is quite confident. He’s a very  
impressive sprinter and will give Celtic Sea a 
run for her money. 
       
“Grant van Niekerk is very bullish about Rio 
Querari, and he’s a horse you have to respect. 
But this is the strongest Cape Flying I have  
ever seen.” 
 
And patriarch Chris Snaith concurs with this 
view from the background, while adding that 
Harry Hotspur would have “cleaned them up”. 
 
Brett Crawford is also triple handed, and he 
prefers the only one of his who hasn’t won at 
this level.  
 
“Run Fox Run is really flying. She couldn’t be in 
a better place. She’s far better than she was 
last year, and has come on a lot from her last 
run, where she was a bit underdone. 
 
“My other two are both getting on a bit now. But 
Pacific Trader galloped really well with blinkers, 
and we are trying them on Saturday.  
(to Page 6) 

Enticing odds about Tempting Fate 

Worthy favourite Celtic Sea defeats Run Fox Run in the Southern Cross Stakes 
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“Bold Respect was beaten by a whisker last 
year but needs to improve on current form. My 
Cape season revolves around this race, as I 
have long felt it’s the Gr1 I can win this time 
around.”   
 
Candice Bass-Robinson’s Russet Air was the 
victor a year ago and is another sporting  
blinkers for the first time.  
 
“He hasn’t quite been at his best in his last two 
but is now doing very well. This is his best trip, 
but it’s a very tough race. Constable may be a 
little out of his depth in a weight-for-age race, 
but has improved with gelding, and is in good 
form,” was her summation.  
  
Dennis Drier’s Tempting Fate (above) is a most 
interesting runner. Last season’s Equus  
champion juvenile colt was tried in the Cape 
Guineas, but clearly didn’t get 1600m. He has 
scored all three of his wins over sprints, and it’s 
worth noting that when he easily won the Gr1 
Golden Horse in July he had Erik The Red 
more than five lengths away in fourth.     
 
“He’s back to his best trip, is working very well, 
and is a runner. I’ve had time to freshen him up, 
and I couldn’t be happier. Cartel Captain is a 
soldier, and will run an honest race, but it will 
be tough,” was how the hugely respected  
veteran summed up his dual challenge.     

And after opening a juicy 40-1, Tempting Fate 
was in to 10-1 at the time of writing.  
 
Verdict  
 
For me this is a race to go wide in the exotics, 
but here goes nothing... 
  
1 Tempting Fate 
2 Kasimir 
3 Celtic Sea 
4 Run Fox Run –tt 

Enticing odds about Tempting Fate–from Pg 4  

 

   

                   

Cape Flying Championship 30 January 
5-2     Celtic Sea  
9-2     Erik The Red 
11-2   Run Fox Run 
7-1     Kasimir, Russet Air 
10-1   Rio Querari, Tempting Fate 
20-1   Ultra Magnus, Vernichey 
25-1   and upwards Bar  

   gggaming.bet 
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Sandile Mbhele’s Met day just got even   
better, as the 23-year-old has picked up the 
plum vacant ride on 2019 winner Kasimir in 
the Cape Flying Championship. 
 
He was already looking forward to riding Silver 
Operator, his first mount in the Cape Town Met 
itself. 
 
“I’m very chuffed to have picked up the ride. Mr 
Snaith told me last week he might need me to 
ride Kasimir, and asked me to come and work 
him. I’ve got my fingers crossed for my first 
Gr1, but it’s a very open and tough race.“ 

Sandile has four Listed wins, but is yet to notch 
a Graded race. Like champion jockey Lyle 
Hewitson, he is sponsored by Kuda insurance. 
 
And for what it’s worth, I think Messrs Fourie 
and Van Niekerk have got it wrong. 
 
For me Kasimir is the right one of the three 
Snaith entries and will go close. -tt   
  
 

Sandile’s Met day looks even better 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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The highly popular Klawervlei Farm Sale 
has been re-named ‘The CTS-De Grendel 
Farm Sale’ and will be held at the  
De Grendel wine estate in June 2021. The 
Sale is open to all Vendors and entry forms 
can be found online.  
(www.capethoroughbredsales.com) 
 
Grant Knowles, Marketing and Bloodstock  
Director of CTS, commented:  
“The ever-popular Klawervlei Farm sale, with 
the traditional rough and rugged yearling  
approach, will be managed by CTS for the 
2021 edition, offering guaranteed payments to 
vendors for the first time. 
 
“The Klawervlei Sale established a strong  
market identity regarding value for money,  
including its latest unbeaten star graduate 
Kommetdieding, which was a shrewd R55,000 
buy two years ago bought by Michelle Rix for 
owner Ashwin Reynolds.” 
 
Knowles added: “We will be introducing a  
lucrative sales race too. There will be a R1,000 
levy per horse for vendors, and a R3,000 levy 
per horse for buyers. We are aiming to raise 
R600,000 for the De Grendel Farm Sale race, 

to be held over 1250m at Durbanville March 
2022.” 
 
De Villiers Graaff of De Grendel said: “We are 
excited to be extending our relationship with 
the racing fraternity. It looks like we’ll have to 
buy a horse ourselves, soon!”  

New CTS-De Grendel farm sale 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

The Eclipse Awards, honouring the US  
champions of 2020 was held Jan. 28, 2021 
as a virtual event with portions hosted 
from Spendthrift Farm in Lexington. 

Authentic (above) took home the top prize as 
Horse of the Year. One of the top 3-year-olds 
early in the 2020 season, Authentic cemented a 
Horse of the Year campaign by adding to his 
wins in the Kentucky Derby and Haskell Stakes 
with a dominant 2 ¼-length victory in the  
Breeders’ Cup Classic Nov. 7 at Keeneland.  
Incredibly consistent, Authentic was never 
worse than second in seven starts and one of 
those defeats was by a neck in the Preakness.. 

Champion Older Dirt Male: Improbable 
He established himself as the dominant older 
male with consecutive Grade 1 wins in the  
Hollywood Gold Cup in June, the Whitney 
Stakes in August, and the Awesome Again 
Stakes in September. Improbable closed his 
season with a runner-up finish to 3-year-old  

stablemate Authentic in the Breeders’ Cup 
Classic, but his status atop the older male  
division remained intact. 

Champion Older Dirt Female: Monomoy Girl-
The 2018 champion 3-year-old filly returned 
from the sidelines after more than 18 months 
off due to several injuries and didn’t miss a 
beat, ripping off four wins by open lengths in as 
many starts. She cemented a second year-end 
Eclipse Award with back-to-back wins in the 
Grade 1 La Troienne Stakes and Breeders’ Cup 
Distaff. 

Champion Male Turf Horse: Channel Maker 
This English Channel gelding closed close out 
his 6-year-old season by winning the Grade 1 
Sword Dancer Stakes by 5 ¾ lengths in August 
at Saratoga Race Course and the Grade 1 Joe 
Hirsch Turf Classic Stakes by 2 ¼ lengths in 
October at Belmont Park before finishing his 
campaign with a third in the Longines  
Breeders’ Cup Turf. (to Page 13) 

An Authentic Eclipse champion  

   Pic-Eclipse Sportswire 
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Champion Female Turf Horse: Rushing Fall 
The 2017 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies Turf 
winner has been consistently excellent  
throughout her career with a lifetime record of 
11 wins and three seconds from 15 races. She 
came up just short when second in the Maker’s 
Mark Breeders’ Cup Filly and Mare Turf, but 
Rushing Fall’s victories in the Grade 3 Beaugay 
Stakes, Grade 1 Jenny Wiley, and G1 Diana 
proved enough to secure an Eclipse Award. 

Champion 3-Year-Old Male: Authentic 
 
Champion 3-Year-Old Filly: Swiss Skydiver 
Swiss Skydiver outfinished eventual Horse of 
the Year Authentic to win the Preakness 
Stakes, joining Rachel Alexandra (2009) as the 
only female Preakness Stakes winners since 
Nellie Morse in 1924 and the sixth filly to win 
the Preakness overall. She also won the  
Alabama Stakes and Santa Anita Oaks and ran 
second in the Longines Kentucky Oaks during 
a 10-race campaign in which she established 
herself as clearly the best of the 3yo fillies 

Champion 2-Year-Old Male: Essential  
Quality: After dominating his first two races as 
the favorite, Essential Quality closed from off 
the pace to post a career-defining victory in the 
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile by three-quarters of a 
length. Unbeaten with a pair of Grade 1 wins, 
he was an easy winner of the Eclipse Award as 
champion 2-year-old male. 

Champion 2-Year-Old Filly: Vequist 
Vequist was able to turn the tables on  
Dayoutoftheoffice in the Juvenile Fillies as she 
overhauled her familiar foe en route to a  
statement two-length win. The winner of the 
Spinaway Stakes earlier in the season, Vequist 
entered the Juvenile fillies off a two-length  
setback to  Dayoutoftheoffice when second in 
the Grade 1 Frizette Stakes and more than 
made amends at the World Championships. 
Outstanding Jockey: Irad Ortiz Jr. 
Outstanding Apprentice: Alexander Crispin 
Outstanding Trainer: Brad Cox 

americasbestracing.net 

An Authentic Eclipse champion-from Page 12 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/

