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Master Malherbe set for umpteenth Met 

“I started commentating in 1979, so this is my 
42nd year. I wouldn’t know how many Mets I 
have done in that time – perhaps 30?  

“I didn’t call them in my first few years while I 
was learning the ropes, and in recent times I 
have let Rouvaun (Smit) do them.” 

And that is the case on Saturday – Jehan is 
doing the first six races, before kindly stepping 
aside for Rouvaun to call the balance, which 
includes all of the Gr1 contests.  

“The big races are a lot more fun, but are easy 
to call – they are all horses and colours you 
know very well. A sixteen horse Maiden plate is 

much tougher – you have to learn a lot more 
colours, including ones you haven’t seen  
before. My preparation for big days is the same 
as any other. When you are calling a big one 
you might take the commentary up a level, but 
the preparation is the same.” 

As in “this is true greatness – he’s killing them 
in the J&B Met,” which Jehan so memorably 
used when bringing home the brilliant Horse 
Chestnut in the 1999 race. 
 
“Horse Chestnut was my most memorable one 
in terms of performance . But Mark Anthony 
(1988) was ultra-impressive as well. (to Pg 2) 

Jehan Malherbe has literally race-called at more Met meetings than he can remember, but 
like the rest of us faces a new experience on Saturday, with a deserted Kenilworth, and the 

only sounds the individual shouts of each trainer! 

Jehan Malherbe (left) and Mike de Kock prepare to spend some serious moola at the Inglis sale in Australia 
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“But one I will always remember was when Polo 
Classic (2002) won. I had bought Grande Jete 

for Lee Westwood, and he led almost all the 
way, but just got caught. It was an exciting one, 
but a difficult one to call getting him beaten. But 
you have to put personal involvement to one 
side.” 

(1999-Horse Chestnut storms in) 

But he doesn’t see the lack of a crowd being a 

significant factor on race day. 

“We’re in a box behind glass, and have  
headphones on, so we don’t really hear the 
crowd much at Kenilworth anyway. It doesn’t 
really affect matters. 

“You are doing the race for television and a 
worldwide audience, not just for the crowd on 
the course.”  

Regarding the main event itself, he sees it as 
fairly open.  

“I think it’s a difficult race to call. Belgarion is 
clearly entitled to be favourite, but the Sands 
pair (Rainbow Bridge and Golden Ducat) have 
chances, and I think Do it Again is a big runner, 
and is probably the value. 

“My wife has a piece of Queen Supreme so I’d 
love her to win, but she’s done a lot of travelling 
in the past three weeks. At her best she would 
certainly be competitive.” 

When asked for one horse on Saturday, he 
plumps for Captain’s Ransom in the Majorca 
Stakes.  

And I fully concur on that score.  

Bloodstock guru 

Jehan’s other main gig is as a purveyor of  

quality bloodstock. And he certainly has some 
blue-chip clients, with Lady Laidlaw,  
Fieldspring Racing, Mike de Kock, 
Wilgerbosdrift and Mauritzfontein, and Sheik 
Muhammed bin Khalifa al Maktoum all calling 
upon his expertise. 

“Form Bloodstock takes up most of my time. In 
addition we produce the catalogue for the BSA 
sales, and run the ARO database.” 

“In terms of up and coming stallions,  
Vercingetorix (below) looks to be the new boy 
on the block. But it’s a tough business – only 
one in twenty make the grade.” 

 

And he has certainly found some belters.  
Ilha da Vitoria, Irridescence, Mubtaahij(Ire),  
Hawwaam, Vercingetorix, Capetown Noir, and 
Victory Moon are all among his ‘picks’.  

On a personal level, like so many in the game, 
he was born into the lifestyle.   

“My father Dr Eric Malherbe was chairman of 
the SA Turf Club as it was back then, so I was 
raised by keen racegoers. I rode in the Cape 
Hunt and did show jumping as a young man.  

“When I left school I went to UCT to study  
architecture. But I didn’t last long there. I was 
on the racecourse more than at lectures. Then 
it was the army, and straight into horseracing. 

“I started working for Charles Faull’s Turf 
Guide. And then he started (to Page 4) 

Master Malherbe set for umpteenth Met -from Page 1 
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bringing out stallion registers which I helped 
him produce. And we are business partners to 
this day.” 

No regrets 

“I’ve travelled the world and met some of the 
best people in the world.  

“It’s a great industry, but right now it’s in  
turmoil, which is very concerning for the future. 
But I have never regretted my career choice.”  

-tt 

  

  

 

 

 

    

  

 

   

   

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

   

   

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Fixed odds for Cape Town Met January 30  
 
18-10 Belgarion 
5-1     Rainbow Bridge 
7-1     Queen Supreme, Do It Again,  
          Golden Ducat  
11-1   Princess Calla 
20-1   African Night Sky   
33-1   Cirillo, Running Brave 
50-1   Silver Operator 
100-1 Sovereign Spirit 

   gggaming.bet 

Master Malherbe set for umpteenth Met-from Page 2 

With one of the greatest stallions of all time—the late Sadler’s Wells 
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Cartier Paddock Stakes winner Queen  
Supreme travelled well down to Cape Town 
during the week for the Cape Town Met. 
  
She is seen here chilling with former top jockey 
and now De Kock stable employee Johnny 
Geroudis.  

We recently featured SA’s first female  
jockey Genevieve Michel. 
 
While visiting Cape Town from her Namibian 
home this week she  popped in to visit one of 
her old employers Mike Bass, who still goes to 
track on a regular basis. –tt 

Getting ready for the Met  
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Drakenstein Stud will be offering four  
quality colts at the upcoming Cape Yearling 
Sale, set to take place at the Mistico  
Equestrian Centre on February 28th. 
  
The Simondium based farm will be offering two 
yearlings as agent, with their quartet made up 
of colts sired by Duke Of Marmalade (above) 
and Philanthropist. 
 
Cartier Champion Duke Of Marmalade, whose 
70 plus stakes horses include six  
individual G1 winners, is responsible for three 
lots in this draft. 
  
Merlot Max (Lot 48) is a colt whose dam, bred 
on similar lines to G3 winner Tremar, is a  
half-sister to dual G2 winner, and millionaire 
Welwitschia -herself the dam of current  
high-class galloper Tree Tumbo.  
 
This is also the family of Claiborne's G1 Donn 
Handicap winning sire Lea, as well as G1 Turf 
Classic hero Stroll. 
  
Duke Of Marmalade is also responsible for an 
unnamed colt (Lot 51) whose twice winning 

dam is an own sister to G1 winner August 
Rush, as well as to the G3 winning dam of 
Equus Champion Tempting Fate, while his son 
Duke Of Africa (Lot 87) is out of a 4 time  
winning daughter of champion sire Trippi, and 
his stakes placed granddam is a half-sister to 
G1 Summer Cup heroine Flirtation. 
  
The short-lived Philanthropist has made his 
mark in South Africa as the sire of Golden  
Ducat, Singapore Sling and She's A Giver, to 
name a few, and he is represented here by 
Oshakati (Lot 56).  
 
The latter, bred on the same cross as She's A 
Giver, is a colt whose dual winning dam is a 
half-sister to three black type horses, notably 
G3 Prix du Cap winner Croc Valley. 
  
Drakenstein Stud's Cape Yearling Sale draft of 
2021 can be viewed online at www.bsa.co.za 
 
 

Drakenstein sending quality to sale 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

THE world's most lucrative horses earned 
more in 2020 than the world's best-paid 
footballers. 
 
Racehorses can earn millions on the track, but 
their real fortune lies in their breeding rights off 
it. 
  
The top ten stud horses in the world in 2020 
combined to make their owners a staggering 
£346million. 
 
By contrast the salaries of the ten best-paid 
footballers totalled £303m - a difference of 
£43m. 
 
Those figures will come as no surprise to the 
billionaire owners of the world's top racehorses 
and stud farms. 

And those who aren't part of it know the riches 
they are missing out on - just ask Sir Alex  
Ferguson. 
 
The legendary Manchester United manager 
was involved in a row with two Irish racing  
tycoons - and former Red Devils shareholders - 
over the breeding rights of champion horse 
Rock of Gibraltar, worth £200m. 
 
It was estimated that Fergie missed out on  
millions after settling the case out of court. He 
knows full well the difficulties of negotiating a 
player's wage, though, and that is what we 
have used for footballers here, with  
sponsorships excluded. 
 
Starting at the top, Barcelona hero Lionel  
Messi has the highest salary  (to Page 11) 
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of all, according to Forbes' list of best-paid 
players for 2020-21. The six-time Ballon d'Or 
winner is paid £67m a year by the Nou Camp 
club. 
 
The best horse, Galileo, had sex with around 
120 female horses in 2020 at a cost of 
£600,000 a go. That equals £72m. 
 
Cristiano Ronaldo took a pay cut to go to  
Juventus, where his salary from the club is said 
to be £51m - some £6m below what Neymar 
gets at PSG. 
 
But even those eye-watering figures are only 
just above the £48m Medaglia D'Oro brought 
home. He covered 314 mares last year at a 
cost of £153,000 a go. 
 
The amounts of money are incredible, and,  
going on the most recent figures available, the 
smallest amount made by a top ten horse in 
2020 was £19m. That came from Tapit, who is 
believed to have covered 179 mares at 
£150,000 a go. 
 
Legendary racehorse Frankel (right)   
- unbeaten in 14 runs - earned just shy of £3m 
on the track. But after covering 175 mares last 
year at £175,000 a pop he earned £31m  
- ten times as much. 
 
Of course, take in a player's sponsorship deals 
and it could be a different picture. But in terms 

of bare salary and earning  
potential after retiring, it's certainly better to 
have four legs rather than two.  thesun.co.uk 

Horses vs Footballers-from Page 10 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com

